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JL  O  those  who,  hj  their  infiuenee  in  the  Staie^ 
HifituJaied  by  true  Patriotism  atuJ  a  Love  of  iheir 
Onoitry^  shall,  at  the  present,  or  any  future  Period^ 
sarry  into  Effect  the  Designs  which  are  profofedfor 
giving  Permanency,  Utility,  and  Success  to  th^  In^' 
stitution  of 

A  RIVER  POLICE, 

for  securing  Commercial  Property,  in  the  Port  of 
London,  against  the  unexampled  Depredations  which 
ho't/e  been  heretofore  experienced,  and  improving  the 
Morals  of  the  Maritime  Labourers, 

This  Work  is  humbly,  and 
RespecffuUy  dedicated,  by 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 


X  HB  importance  of  the  Work  now  offered 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Public^  can  only  be 
appreciated  by  a  General  Review  of  the  varioua 
matter  it  contains. 

The  Subject  is  in  many  respects  new ;  while  the 
Details  which  are  given  will  be  found  interesting 
in  no  common  degree  ;  inasmuch  as  the  renovation 
of  the  Morals  of  a  numerous  body  of  Individuals^ 
and  the  protection  of  vast  masses  of  Commercial  Pro- 
perty against  Fraud  and  Depredation^  is  the  principal 
object  in  view. 

In  discussing  a  great  variety  of  topics,  which  will 
come  under  the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Trea- 
tise, almost  every  rank  of  Society  will  find  beneficial 
Information  ;  but  particularly  those  Classes  who  are 
concerned  in  Navigation  and  Commerce,  and  who 
follow  Nautical  Pursuits^ 

From  the  numerous  ramifications  of  a  Commercial 
intercourse  of  unexampled  extent  and  magnitude, 

a  multitudes 
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multitudes  of  Individuals  concerned  in  difTeFent 
of  Property  exposed  to  dsinger  on  the  River  Thames, 
become  more  or  less  interested.     In  fact^  it  may  be 
said  to  afFect  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  men 
of  Property  in  the  whole  of  the   Metropolis^  and 
almost  every  person  engaged  in  G>mmercial  and 
Nautical  Pursuits  in  every  part  of  the  British  Em- 
pire,  since  all  arc  exposed,    more  or  less,  to   the 
injuries  and  inconveniences  which  the  suggestions 
contained  in  this  Work  are  meant  to  remove  and  to 
prevent* 

To  judge  accurately  respecting  the  numerous 
Public  wrongs,  which  are  detailed  in  this  Volume^ 
the  Reader  is  referred  to  the  unexampled  mag- 
nitude of  the  Navigation  and  C}mmerce  of  the 
Port,  as  exemplified  in  the  First  Chapter ;  and  also 
to  the  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  De- 
predations and  Injuries  as  recorded  in  the  Second, 
Third,  and  Fourth  Chapters.  For  the  purpose  of 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  remedies  which  have  been 
applied,  and  the  success  of  an  experiment  attempted 
under  many  disadvantages,  recoui^e  must  be  had  ta 
the  details  which  are  given  in  the  Fifth  and  Sixth 
Chapters.  It  will  be  se6n  in  the  Seventh  Chapter, 
that  it  is  not  the  Port  of  London  alone  which  has 
experienced  the  injuries  arising  from  Depredations  on 
Commercial  Property,  but  that  it  prevails  in  a  con- 
siderable 
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sidenible  degree  wherevbr  TVade  is  carried  on.  The 
Legidative  System  therefore^  which  has  befen  pro- 
posed to  prevent  these  Depredations,  and  which  is 
particularly  explained  in  the  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Chapters,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  and  useful  to 
every  Commercial  Port  in  the  British  Empire^  inas- 
much as  the  remedies  which  are  suggested,  are  in 
many  respects  applicable  to  every  situation,  and  to 
most  circumstances  which  are  likely  to  occur. 

A  source  of  general  information,  (in  many  re* 
spccts  new,)  respecting  the  various  authorities  under 
whose  jurisdiction  the  Police  of  the  River  is  con- 
ducted, will  be  found  detailed  in  the  Tenth,  Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  Thirteenth,  and  Fourteenth  Chapters;  while 
the  Penal  Laws  which  attach  to  Maritime  Offences, 
and  particularly  to  Local  Injuries,  as  they,  relate  to 
the  Thames  below  and.  above  London  Bridge,  cannot 
fail  to  be  useful  and  interesting  ;  aqd  to  those  who 
follow  Nautical  Pursuits,  the  Abridged  View  of  the 
Statutes  applicable  to  these  affairs,  detailed  in  the 
Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Chapters,  and  the  General 
Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Port  of  London,  which 
are  comprised  in  the  Seventeenth  Chapter,  (a  Com- 
pendium never  before  published,)  can  hardly  fail  to 
be  acceptable,  since  every  material  duty  to  be  per- 
formed,  and  every  evil  to  be  avoided,  is  brought 
within  a  very  narrow  compass. 

a  a  For 
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For  the  parpose  of  securing  purity^  and  rtgulat 
and  proper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  under 
the  Marine  Police  Establishment,  a  perusal  of  the 
Instructions  under  which  the  various  Classes  act, 
as  detailed  in  the  Appendix,  No.  VII.  will  shew 
the  labour  which  has  been  bestowed  in  systematizing 
this  part  of  the  design,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering 
their  services  effective  and  useful. 

The  Authpr  has  endeavoured  in  this  Work,  to 
^  draw  a  circle  round  every  object  that  can  be  con- 
sidered in  any  degree  useful  to  the  Commerce  and 
Navigation  of  the  River  Thames ;  and  under  an 
impression  that  all  that  can  be  considered  important 
or  necessary  will  be  found  within  this  Circle,  he 
humbly  hopes,  that  his  anxious  labours  to  promote 
the  interest  and  extend  the  security  of  the  Public, 
will  not  prove  in  vain. 

He  has  only  to  regret,  that  in  an  investigation  so 
laborious  and  extensive,  where  much  time  and  atten- 
tion  is  necessary,  the  numerous  interruptions  he  has 

•  * 

experienced  in  consequence  of  the  various  Public 
Duties  he  has  been  called  upon  to  perform,  may 
have  unavoidably  occasioned  imperfections,. which, 
under  other  circumstances,  could  neither  have  oc- 
curred  nor  furnished  an  excuse  for  soliciting  the 
indulgence  of  the  Reader. 

With 
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With  respect  however  to  the  legal  part  of  the 
Work,  where  the  danger  of  misleading  the  Public 
is  not  only  obvious,  but  would  in  this  or  any  other 
instance  be  unpardonable,  the  utmost  attention  has 
been  bestowed  with  respect  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
Abridgements  of  the  Statute  Laws,  thefe  being 
stript  of  many  of  those  terms  which  are  not  familiar 
to  common  Readers,  It  may  be  hoped,  t\'iU  prove 
beneficial  in  conveying  that  species  of  useful  know- 
ledge to  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  which 
could  not  otherwise  be  easily  obtained,  while  it  fur* 
nishes  a  kind  of  Index  to  the  principal  Statutes  at 
large,  which  relate  to  Navigation,  C>mmerce,>  and 
Nautical  Offences,  in  all  instances  where  interest  or 
curiosity  impels  the  mind  to  pursue  more  elaborate 
researches. 

Where  Offences  are  exposed^  and  various  classes 
of  Individuals  implicated  in  the  details  which  are 
given  in  this  Work,  it  is  from  a  genuine  desire  to 
warn  those  whose  errors  and  vices  are  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Public,  against  a  repetition  of  the 
same  evil  courses.  • 

It  is  not  punishment  in  any  case,  but  prevention 
in  all,  which  has  stimulated  the  Author  to  record 
those  various  proceedings  which  constitute  the  mass        v'" 
of  turpitude,  which  has  so  long  afflicted  the  Trade 
0f  the  River  Thamest 

A  hopQ 


V; 
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A  hope  Is  to  be  indulged^  that  in  many  cases'  it 
v/^       may  serve  as  a  beacon  to  forewarn  the  unWary,  and 
.to  arrest  the  hands  of  not  a  few  of  those  who  have 
been  implicated  in  Offences  of  this  nature. 

If  these  objects  shall  be  attained  by  ia  correct 
System  of  Nautical  Police,  and  by  a  sense  of  the 
dangers  arising  from   the  various  ramifications    of 
turpitude  recorded  in  this  Volume : — 1(  it  shall  tend> 
as  the  Author  anxiously  hopes^  to  prevent  a  repetition 
of  the  distresses  attached  to  Fdnishment,  and  the 
inexpressible  sufferings  of  the  families  and  relatives 
of  those  who  might  otherwise  have  been  betrayed 
into  the  commission  of  Penal  Offences,  h^  will  feel 
himself  amply  rewarded  in  having  contributed  not 
'  less  to  the  cause  of  Humanity,  than  to  the  preser- 
vation of  Morals  and  the  prevention  of  Crimes. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  by  these  who'  may  feel  the 
£>rce  of  the  Strictures  which  apply  to  acts  of  Delin- 
quency in  which  they  themselves  have  been  engaged^ 
that  such  Strictures  do  not  immediately  proceed  from 
motives  connected  with  the  future  comfort  of  them- 
selves and  families. 

If  in  recording  such  a  variety  of  Offences,  the 

turpitude  of  a  part  of  the  Inferior  OfBcers  belonging 

to  his  Majesty's  Revenue,  and  other  branches  of  the 

Public  Service,  have  been  brought  under  the  review 

V        of  the  Reader,  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  Author 

while 


nmcM.  vU 


While  he  has  exposed  thcjlr  errors  and  crinie8»  has  felt 
^H*  their  cODdition  ;***has  offered  palliatives,  and  even 
pleaded  eamesdy  for  an  increase  of  emolument  as  a 
means  of  augmenting  their  comforts,  and  of  remov- 
ing the  temptations  to  do  wrong  which  are  too  often 
excited  by  extreme  poverty* 

Property  obtained  by  criminal  and  unlawful  means 
is  the  never-failing  source  of  ultimate  evil  to  the 
parties  concerned ;  and  he  who  contributes  to  secure 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  betrayed  into  a  train  of 
miseries,  cannot  be  considered  as  unfriendly  even  to 

the  worst  of  the  human  race;  since  the  object  in 

view  is  to  establish  an  antidote  against  calamities 

which  do  not  terminate  in  the  wretchedness  of  the 

Individuals  concerned  alone^  but  intails  distress  and 

obloquy  on  an  innocent  offspring. 

Every  feeling  mind  must  deplore  the  fate  Of  those 
who  are  thus  unhappily  circumstanced,  and  it  is  st 
painful  duty  indeed  when  Magistrates  are  called  upon 
to  execute  their  Functions  in  cases  so  peculiarly 
calamitous,  while  the  distress  thus  felt  is  always 
augmented  by  the  reflection,  that  such  an  unpleasing 
task  might  have  been  rendered  in  a  great  measure 
unnecessary,  by  the  measures  of  prevention  which 
are  suggested  in  this  Work. 

To  live  to  see  such  measures  adopted  and  success- 
fully carried  into  effect,  will  prove  to  the  Author  a 

6  /  fource 
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source  of  the  most  genuine  gratification  t  Nor 
ought  he  to  be  suspected  of  insincerity  or  motives  of 
a  personal  nature,  since  the  efforts  which  are  exeni— 
plified  and  explained  in  this  Treatise^  have  attached 
to  him  no  personal  advantage;  while  at  the.sannct 
time,  he  is  not  a  candidate  for  any  situation  however 
elevated,  in  the  System  he  has  proposed. 

Whether  his  efforts  relate  to  the  formation  of  the 
important  design  of  a  River  Police,  or  to  the  Work 
now  offered  with  all  possible  deference  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Public,  he  can  only  in  general 
state,  that  he  has  spared  no  labour  to  render  both  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  admit-— beneficial  tp  the 
Coipmerce,  Navigation,  and  Revenue  of  the  Port  of 
London,  and  (he  hppes)  generally  useful  to  his 
Country.      * 


IVestminitei't 
May  20,  i8co. 
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as  appithig  to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames, 
and  the  Port  of  fiOndon : — Apppit^ted  Conser- 
vators  of  the  Biver : — The  inefficacy  of  fhat 

b  part 
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inquiry .  is  no  less,  interesting  than  useful,  whe^r  it  in- 
spects die  iaunddiate  advantage  of  the  indi\idualy  or  the 
welfare  of  the  3tatc. 

To  those  whose  property  is  exposed  to  danger,  and  who 
have  been  long  suffering  uoder  the  yearly  spoliation  which 
has  been  experienced,  the  subject  cannot  fail  to  be  important. 
Nor  is  it  less  so  to  the  Nation  at  large,  when  the  benefits  afe 
conteniplatedi  which  must  result  -front  i  species  of  pr^fiec- 
tion,  shielding  the  useful  and  industrious  part  9j(  the  Coni<' 
munity  ffpm  injury,  while  it,,  at  the  same  .tipne^  in^provea 
the  Revenue,  and  renoyat^^s  i]|ie,iporals  of  ^:grf;ft,b^y  o^  thfi 
lower  clla53es  of  Society .-T-^Npr.  arc  thie^ .  bpn^ljjts,  «  .tKey 
apply  to  the  individual,  .confined  to  one  4^/^/,.  7VW/W,  .oc 
Country. — ^They  may  be  said,  with  truth,  to  extend  to  Na-s 
vigatorSf » Tra^ers^  Manufaciursrs^  and  A^riculturuts^^  in 
every  part  of  the  civilize^  World,  who  h^ve  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  Port  of  London,  since  it  will  be  seeo 
that  all  aj?,  in  some  degree^  affected  by  the  extended^  evils 
developed  in  this  Work,  and  of  course  are  imn:).ediate\y  in* 
lerested  in  the  success  of  any  remedy  which  jnay  b^  apr 

The  ^vantages  however  which^  it  is  to  be  hoped,  Com- 
merce in  general  is  to  derive  from  the  details,^ and  the  infor^ 
mations  now  laid  before  the  Public,  are  not  confined  to  one 

» 

object  alont. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  great  Commercial  Port, 

have  ever  rendered  it  difficult  to  obtain  a  perfect  l^nowlcdge 

of  the  nature  of  its  Government  and  Police. — A  general 

wd  Cf^ectQd  view  of  the  manner  in  whi<?h  both  were  con«> 

ductp],  .was  no,  where  to  be  found,— The  various  regular 

tions  of  Trade,  and  the  Laws  and  Rules  which  govern^  tbp 

» 

Shipping  concerns,  were,  little  understood  even  by  not  .9 
few  of  the  Merchants  and  Ship-Owners  themselves,  and 
in  less  fay  Navigators  and  .Straipigers  frequenting  the  Port*-^ 

The 
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Tbe  infofiifatlon,  "^hieh  It  hat  beeA  the  object  of  the  Author 
to  conect  and  to  'arrange  under  vitrious  distinct  heads,  aU 
though  hig^y  important  to  be  known,  has  not  heretofore 
been,  in  noany  ifistances,  accessible,  and  hence^many  incon- 
veniences have  been  experienced)  pecuniary  losses  suffered 
by  pillage  and  embezzlements,  and  even  penalties  incsrred^ 
which  a  better  knowlec^e  of  the  abuses  and  evils  of  the  Port^ 
and  ilS5  Customs  and  Laws,  might  have  prevented. 

In  discussing  a  subject  therefore,  Which  was  so  little  uo« 
jervtoodi  and  which  in  some  shape  or  other  may  be  said  to 
be  useful  and  interacting  to  the  whole  Commercial  Worlds 
%nd  certainly  to  e\'ery  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  it  became^ 
necessary  to  met|}odi^  the  design  by  a  variety  of  sub^ 
difisions. 

* 

The  Work  therefore  commences  with  a  general  view  of 
diestacs  and  progress  of  the  Navigation  and  Conuner<irof 
the  River  Thames  for  a  Century.  Its  magnitude  and  im<^ 
portance  is  not  only  explained  in  the  first  Chapter,  by  4 
reference  to  authentic  documents,  but  also  its  various  sub* 
divifions,  whether  they  relate  to  Shipping  or  MerchandisCi 
in  the  foreign  ^  coasting  Tnide. — In  these  diflferent  depart* 
ments,  specific  details  are  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader,  illustrated  by  Tables  not  less  curious  than  interest- 
ing,  both  to  the  political  OElconomist,  and  Persons  engaged 
in  CoQuqercial  Pur^its,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Nautical 
Frofesaon, 

The  Moralist  will  probably  find  matter  for  contemplation, 
b  the  view  which  has  been  given  of  the  causes  that  have 
produced  a  species  of  systematic  delinquency,  which,  in  its 
diffiarent  laniificatiotts,  exhibits  a  display  of  turpitude  as  ^n« 
golar  as  it  is  unparalleled  ^  and  each  class  of  Traders  will 
not  only  discover  to  what  extent  in  the  aggregate  the  respec* 
flYf  tn^iches' they  carry  on,  has  suffered  by  flundir  and 


efkB^zlemenis-^hiit  also  the  remedies  whkh  haVe  been'sug* 
geated  for  their  ftiture  security. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  mind  is  led  to  a  Con^^ 
deration  of  the  numbers  composing  the  various  classes  of  de- 
Itnqnents,  through  whose  medium  these  extensive  dispreda* 
tions  have  been  committed,  in  which  is  exhibited  a  melan* 
choly,  but  interesting  picture  of  the  state  of  morals  amongf 
the  lower  classes  of  the  People  employed  on  the  River 
Thames. 

These  details  will  afford  an  usefiil  lesson  to  Naiitkal  And 
Commercial  Men,  as  well  as  to  those  whose  province  it  in 
to  provide  for  the  security  of  the  Public  Revenue. — ^To  the 
Patriot  add  the  Philanthropist,  a  wide  field  h  opened  for  the 
gratification  of  that  bias  which  tends  to  promote  the  general 
good  of  Society. 

Nor  can  those  who^  really  love  their  Country,  and  seek 
anxiously  to  promote  its  prosperity,  avoid  experiencing  thaf 
^ecies  of  satisfaction  which  is  peculiar  to  ingenuous  and 
benevolent  minds,  when,  in  the  progress  of  this  Work,  it 
is  discovered  that  a  partial  remedy  has  already  been  applied, 
trith  a  eonsidcfiiWe  degree  of  success,  in  removing  many  of 
the  evils  which  exist.  This  satisfaction  will  be  increased, 
."When  it  is  demonstrated  that  a  few  apposite  Legislative  Re- 
gulations, with  a  very  moderate  pecuniary  fimd  to  support 
a  well-regulated  River  Police,  is  aB  that  is  necessary  to  ex* 
tend  the  protecting  influence  of  the  design,  not  only  to  every 
species  of  Conmiercial  Property  upon  the  River  Thames, 
but  also  with  the  same  advantages  to  the  National  Revenue, 
and  to  the  Public  Stores,  whether  floating  or  in  his  Majesty's 
Arsenals. — ^While,  from  the  vigilance  of  the  system,  the  evfl 
designs  of  incendiaries,  who  meditate  ruin  and  conflagration 
among  the  Shipping,  will  also  be  defeated. 

It  may  be  truly  said  to-be  the  triumph  of  reason  and  mci- 

rality, 
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^Uy,  whift  institutions  Btt  formed,  uoA  regiiladoos  nuic-- 
tioped  by  the  I^g^slauire,  to  renovate  nunkind  in  «  couise  of 
crimioal  tvipitude.  Thus  rescued  from  the  severe  penalties 
of  the  hsLWf  the  powers  of  mind  and  body  which  had  been 
employed  in  pursuits  of  delin^ency,  ar^  turned  19  objectf 
q{  useful  industry. 

Wherever  this  can  be  eflncted,  it  is  also  the  iriumph  $f 
tunumiiy,  since  it  promotes,  in  an  eminent  degreCi  the  hap- 
piness and  the  comfort  of  the  human  race. 

Thsough  this  medium  is  discovered  the  utility  of  a  correct 
and  well  regulated  Pdice ;  without  which,  in  those  daysy 
and  in  the  present  state  of  Society,  and  particularly  sinee 
this  Nation  has  been  blessed  with  such  an  influx  of  wealtbf 
and  ^  tiemptations  arising  frcxn  the  circulation  and  removal 
of  such  masses  of  Commercial  Property,  have  become  so 
strongs  it  is  not  possible  to  controul  and  keep  within  bounds 
the  tumultuous  and  ungovernable  passions  of  those  who  are 
unawed  by  a  sense  of  moral  duty,  and  in  no  respect  re- 
strained by  religious  principles. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  or  too  powerfully  inculcated,  that 
Arrangements  which  have  for  their  object  the  Security  of' 
Innocence  and  the  Prevention  of  Crimes,  ought  by  no 
means  ever  to  be  considered  as  an  Infringement  of  the  Li-' 
berty  of  the  Subject  ;  since  the  effect  of  the  System  is  in 
reality  to  extend,  and  by  no  means  to  abridge,  those  Privi- 
If^  which  are  secur^  to  every  member  of  the  body  politic, 
who  has  not  forfeited  his  namral  rights  by  Offences  against 
the  Laws  of  his  .Country. 

In  restraining  and  preventing  the  Commission  of  Crimes, 
the  natural  Rights  of  the  Innocent  become  more  extended 
and  protected ;  the  socuiity  of  the  unoffending  individual 
is  strengthened,  and  the  general  State  and  Condition  of  Sa- 
rietv  is  Improved, 

In 
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In  order  to  pnnnote  this  important  object,  the  Author  YtH 
irentured  to  submit  this  Work  to  the  Public ;  and  as  the  sug- 
gestions offered  by  him  for  correcting  a  variety  of  evik 
which  in  their  progress  and  extent  threaten  the  most  alarnv 
ing  consequences,  are  strengthened  by  the  result  of  actual 
experiment,  and  by  no  means  rest  on  speculation,  he  ventures 
to  indulge  a  hope,  that  they  may  claim  the  support,  and  excite 
the  attention  of  those  whose  province  and  interest  it  is  to 
assist  in  administering  a  remedy. 

That  it  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  guaid  the 
Morals  of  the  numerous  Classes  who  are  employed,  and  by 
whose  labours  the  extensive  Trade  of  the  River  Thames  is 
carried  on,  is  not  only  evident,  from  the  unexampled  magni- 
tude  of  this  trade ;  but  from  a  view  of  the  number  of  indi- 
viduals who  compose  these  classes.* 

WhUe 

♦  The  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames  emphySf  and  gives  Employ. 

•  ment  to  at  least  z  20,000  Individuals  of  difirent  aget>  wh# 
may  be  divided  into  two  Classes  and  estimated  as  follow  : 

1st.  the  employers. 

I.  Merchants  and  Ship  Owners  in  all  branches    •  •  4100 

.  s.  Factors  and  Agents           .            •            •  .  450 

5.  Bfokenof  all  denominations          -            •  •  570 

4«  Wholesale  Warehousemen              ...  560 

5.  Manufacturers  for  Exportation         •      :   *  •  2209 

^    6.  Finishers  and  Packers        .            -            «  «  370 

7*  Ship  and  Boat  Builders  [35  Docks]             -  -  3^ 

^    %h  Rope^makert          -          -            «            •  *  .      3^ 

,    ^  ScuLmakers          -            «            ^            .  *  J^ 

^  ie» 'Block*makers  and  Ship-chandlers,  .&c« .      «  •  2^ 

.  1 1»  Master  Lightermen,  including CQallightcrs  •  270 

.  fa.  Wharfingers^  including  Coasting.trade        -  •  5; 

.     13.  Tackle. 
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*  Whife'this  tnA;  tmpMltleled  in  potnf  of  nngnhude,  sup- 
ports at  least  f  90,000  individuals  of  different  ages,  and  perhaps 

flOO,000 


13.  Tackte^h^ote  Porteti,       ^i^   « 

14.  Cacoont  or  Cuaen  [430  Cuu] 

15.  Master  Coopers         ^       .    .    ^ 

16.  Master  Trunk-boz-makers 

17.  Master  Lumpers  £or  unlading  Ships 

18.  Coal  Undertakers  for  unlading  Ships 

19.  CoaLmercbants  and  Dealers,  &c. 

20.  City  of  London  [principal  Officers] 
3X.  Trinity  Corporation  [principal  Officers] 
tu  Rerenoe  Boards^  including  principal  Officers 

J  5.  Sundries,   Merchants,   Owners,  Ac.  Ice  already 
Inserted* 


2d.  th£  persons  smployxo. 

I.  Seananand  B«ys,  Riggers,  &c. 

—Clerks  and  Labourers 

3.  Clerks  and  Labourers 

3«  Clerks  and  Labourers,  Sec.  •  - 

V  Gkrks,  Apprentices,  and  Labourers 

f.  Clerks,  Journeymen,  and  Labourers 

6.  Clerks  arxi  Labourers 

7*  Journeymen  Shipwrights  « 

t.  Journeymen  Rope-spinners  and  Boyi 

9.  Journeymen  Sail-makers-  - 

I  Ob  Journeymen  Bkxdc  and  Oat  Makers,  &c« 

I  u  Journeymen  Lightermen 

—  Watermen  in  Wherries 

It*  Gai^smen  m  •• 

"*  Labourers  •  • 

13*  Ticket  Pdrters  at  the  Water-side 

14*  Journey  isctt  Camen 


too 

« 
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£00,OQ0j  hMJMiflg  the  £uni^  of  those  who  derive  subsist- 
eoce  tfota  iU  N?vigatiD«  ?iid .  Cqqiwjstqe  of  ^h^  Riv^f . 
WbUe  it  furnishes  a  resource  producing  more  than  one-fourth 
of  the  public  revenues,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  deep  int^nest 
in  a  political  point  of  vieM%  that  eveiy  avenue  to  Fraud  aiyt 
Delinquency  should  be  shut  up,  and  Ae  most  perfect  system 
adopted  in  the  Police  of  this  great  commercial  port ;  not 
only  as  it  may  relate  to  those  facilities  and  acconunodations 
ivhich  Commerce  requires,  but  also  with  respect  to  the 
discipline  and  moraU  of  the  Is^bourlng  p^ple. 

Towards  attaining  both  thes^  objects,  it  b  hymbly  hpped 
that  this  Work  may  prov^of^me considerable  utility.  The 
inost  prominent  /evils  f  re  here  placed  under  the  review  of  tb^ 
Public,  together  widi  thfi  remedies  which  Ipave  \»€i^  con^ 
V  ceived  best  calculated  to  remove  them.  Arppoid  ^  thus 
•9adex>f  the  quantum  of  Iniquity  which  has  too  long  distressed 
the  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames,  and  which,  unless  ar- 
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ttttd-iD  it$  l^rOfTCKI  t^  being  <p|^po^  aad  laid  open  to  public 
fkWf  Ql^lt  hxm  UmmWy  aMriseii  to  such  an  excessive 
\^f^  as  to  havQ  mKjeitf)  it  impossible  to  have  accom-^ 
pifshed  a  cure  by  the  common  Arm  of  the  La^. 

Tlu;  tttyitjr  ef  this  ^yecji«  ^f  knowledge  to  all  rank^  of 
Cfimfpcrrj^  and  fuutfip^l  meni  not  only  in  London*  but  in 
ffBOTf  pi^rt  pr  place  >vbcre  Tr9^  b  carfied  oni  must  be  evi- 
^eol  fo  tbRfiQ  ifhp  p^nw  this  ^york  i  since  in  some  shape 
w  Qjthcr  f hp  information  ivbicb  i$  conveyed  n^y  be  turned 

The  Digestgiven  of  the  diffisrent  Laws^  but  particularly 
the  penal  Statutes,  as  they  apply  to  nautical  affairs,  will 
be  found  important  to  those  who  follow  such  pursuits ; 
w|iile  the  specification  of  the  material  parts  of  those  Laws  > 
whidi  rslate  to  Ctals,  Fishf  fFdttrmin^  and  other  mutters 
immediately  connected  with  die  common  and  domestic 
affairs  of  every  fiunily,  widens  exceedingly  the  sphere  of 
utility,  by  rendering  the  Work  interesting  to  almost  all 
classes  in  the  community. 

To  excite  attention,  by  thus  placii^  (Objects  of  general 
Interest  in  a  prominem  point  of  view,  by  diewing  the  extent 
in  the  aggregate  of  great  evils,  heretofore  little  understood, 
and  only  contemplated  in  detail,— to  exhibit  a  £uthful  dis- 
play of  the  magnitude  and  enormity  of  numerous  wrongs, 
which,  from  the  malignity  of  their  nature,  threaten  to  sap  the 
foundation  of  all  morals,— to  warn  the  Public  at  large,  and 
those  more  particularly  interested,  of  the  growii^  danger 
befoie  it  is  too  late  to  apply  an  antidote, — and,  finally,  to 
suggest  practicable  remedies,  calculated  in  their  nature  to 
ioqirove  society^  and  better  the  condition  of  human  Ufe,  is 
the  sole  object  of  t&e  Authori  in  again  imposing  upon  him^^ 
sdf  a  very  Isborious  talk. 

Should  )iit  hund>le  and  persevering  efforts  produce  in  any 
degree  diat  removal  of  the  e^ls  which  he  has  anxiously  and 

c  disin- 
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disinterestedly  struggled  to  accomplish,  he  will  of  course  ex* 
perience  at  l^ast  th^t  reward,  which  arises  from  a  conscious* 
ness  of  having  successfully  applied  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  benefit  of  his  country.  . 

And  should  it  so  happen  that  such  public  benefits  are  not 
obtained  in  his  own  days,  he  will  rest  satisfied  in  the  confi- 
dence,  that  by  thu?  placing  upon  record  matters  of  deep  im- 
portance to  society,  which  cannot  fail  to  claim  attention  at 
some  period  or  other;  the  gratification  which  may  have 
been  denied  to  himself,  will  unquestionably,  in  the  result,  bo 
transferred  to  his  posterity, 
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THE  RIVER  POLICE. 


CHAPTER   L 


^is€  and  process  cf  $h^  Commerce  of  the  Brver  Thames, 
— A  short  Account  of  the  various  chartered  Companies 
for  Foreign  Trade. — The  Ships  and  Vi^els  using  the 
Port  cf  Lond&nfrom  the  cvmmence^nent  of  the  present 
Century  tiU  the  year  IJQ&.-^The  progress  and  in- 
crease of  the  Navigatwn,  and  of  the  Shipping  and 
Tonnage^  in  the  Foreign  and  Coasting  Trade,  at  dif* 
fereni  periods^  in  the  coarse  of  the  Century. — A 
general  View  of  the  present  state  of  the  Shipping, 
Vessels  and  Boats,  in  number  1^2fiO0,  and  the  man- 
ner  in  which  they  are  employed. — The  Commerce  of 
the  River  Thames  at  different  periods. — lis  rapid 
increase  since  the  American  War. — General  View  and 
Recapitulation  of  the  whole  Commerce  arid  Shipping 
of  the  River  Thames  in  1798,  and  of  the  Property 
renmimng  stationary  therein. — The  annual  amount 
of  the  whole  calculated  at  above  75  milttons  sterhig 
of  Property  exposed  to  Depredation.  —  General 
observations  on  the  present  Harbour  of  the  Port 
of  London.  — -  Detail  of  its  divisions  and  dimen^ 

B  sions, — 
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sioris. — Arrangements  with  respect  to  Shipping  and 
Craft  in  the  various  Trades. — The  extent  and  mag^ 
nitude  of  the  Coal  Trade. — The  average  number  of 
Ships  and  Vessels  of  all  kinds y  including  stationary 
Craft  and  Boats  at  all  times  in  the  River y  laden  and 
unladen^  estimated  at  nearly  8000. — An  account  of 
the  Quays  and  Landing  Places  in  the  Port  of  Lm-- 
don. — Their  dimensions  and  the  inconveniences  at^ 
tending  them, — Observations  on  Warehouses  for  tie 
accomnu)dation  of  Merchandise  i  their  inadequacy  to  the 
object. — The  abuses  which  exist  with  respect  t0 
these  WareJumses. — Rise  and  progress  of  the  Revenue 
of  the  Port  of  London^  from  the  year  l6l3  to  the 
present  period. — The  wise  arrangements  of  Govern^ 
ment,  in  giving  free  scope  to  Trade^  one  of  the 
causes  of  its  increase  during  the  present  War. — Con-^ 
eluding  Observations  on  the  necessity  of  a  well^regu^ 
lated  Police,  to  counteract  the  evils  which  result 
from  Conmiercial  opulence ^  by  preserving  and  securing 
the  privileges  of  Innocence,  and  the  general  interests 
of  Society. 


-'I  - 


JL  HE  universal  interest,  which  must  inevitably  be 
excited  by  every  investigation,  tending  to  develope 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Commerce  and  Navigation 
of  The  River  Thames,  now  arrived  at  that  proud 
height,  which  entitles  it  to  claim  a  pre-eminence  over 
all  the  Commercial  Ports  in  the  known  world;  ren- 
ders it  a  matter  of  regret,  that  the  want  of  specific 

document;, 
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Aocuments^  antecedent  to  the  beginning  of  the  18th 
Century,  must  of  necessity^  limit  the  chief  part 
of  the  following  progressive  view  of  this  unparal- 
leled source  of  national  prosperity  and  aggrandize- 
ment, to  a  term  of  one  hundred  years. 

The  registers  of  the  Customs  furnish  no  accurate 
detail  of  the  Trade,  previous  to  the  period  when  Sir 
IVilUam  Daverumi  first  systematized  the  public  ac« 
counts ;  which  have  been  recently  so  much  improved 
by  Thomas  Irving,  Esq.  the  present  able,  intelligent 
and  indefatigable  Inspector  General  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain.  It  appears,  how* 
ever,  that  so  early  as  the  year  1558,  the  first  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Commerce  must  have 
made  some  progress;  since  the  same  extent  of  legal 
Quays  was  then  authorized  as  exists  at  present. 

Previous  to'  this  period,  and  even  during  a  con- 
siderable part  of  that  Queen's  reign,  a  large  pro- 
portion  of  the  trade  and  navigation  was  carried  on  by 
foreigners,  {a)  In  the  year  156l,  it  would  seem  that 
no  Englishman  in  London  followed  the  sole  occu- 
pation of  an  Importer  and  Exporter.  Of  327  persons 


[a)  In  a  letter  written  to  Sir  William  Cecili  when  Secretaiy  of 
State,  by  the  principal  merchants  of  London,  complaint  is  made, 
that,  althoagh  no  city  in  Christendom  had  equal  convenience  for 
shipping,  none  was  so  slenderly  provided.  That  a  great  want  of 
English  ships  was  experienced  to  lade  goods  for  Spain,  and  that 
none  were  to  be  had,  and  that  even  37  Hoys  employed  in  those 
days,  in  bringing  timber  from  Rye,  had  not  an  English  seaman 
among  them*  Stow's  Hist,  of  London. 

B  2  who 
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doubt  very  inconsiderable^  compared   ivith    those 
now  in  the  fame  Trade, 

The  small  progress  made  by  this  great  Company 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  gave  but  little 
promise  of  its  gigantic  strides  since  that  aera ;  and 
particularly  since  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  not  only  in  the  extension  of  its  Commerce, 
but  in  the  -acquisition  of  territorial  Revenues  and 
Powen  The  future  Historian,  will,  with  astonish- 
ment, record  a  series  of  events,  the  success  .and 
the  ultimate  issue  of  which,  are  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  the  World,  Without  meditating 
projects  of  dominion,  a  Company  of  Commercial 
Traders  have  adventitiously  become  the  Sovereigns 
of  many  rich  and  powerful  Kingdoms — and  that  too 
almost  within  the  period  of  the  services  of  one  of 
the  present  Directors,  (h) 

Thb  Turkey  Company  was  established  also 
about  the  latter  end  of  the  long  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  by  temporary  Charters  in  1 581  and  1593; 
and  afterwards  confirmed  by  another  Charter  granted 
in  the  3d  year  of  James  I.-— and  by  Letters  Patent 
of  1 3  Car,  II. — ^This  Company  is  now  regulated  by 
Statute  26.  Geo.  II.  c.  18. 

During  the  Seventeenth  Century,  and  previous  to 
any  authentic  Records  being  preserved  of  the  Trade 
of  the  Port  pf  London,  a  new  source  of  Commerce 
was  opened  by  the  discovery  and  settlement  of 
various  Colonies  in  America.    Even  as  far  back  as 

tne  years  1584  and  1585,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  sent 

^h)  tfih  Manship,  who  |ias  bcqi  in  t|ie  Piicction  40.  years, 

Q  Ships 
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9  Sbip5  to  Viigioia;  and  he  appears  to  have  been  the 
firet  importer  of  Tobacco  from  that  Country,  an 
article  which  produced  a  Revenue  to  the  Crown  for 
the  year  ending  the  5  th  of  January  17999  ^^  ^^  I^ss 
thaq  ^.848^493. 

During  the  same  century  the  Sugar  Colonies  had 
their  origin,  which  from  being  totally  unproductive, 
give  employment  to  above  450  Ships  in  the 
P^  of  London  alone;  and  yielded  a  Rcv'enuc  of 
upwds  of  ^2,000,000  sterling  on  the  importation 
of  tie  year  1799* 

The  Afbican  Company  was  established  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  IL  in  the  year  l663.  The  Trads 
of  this  Company  was  in  a  great  measure  opened  to 
the  Public  by  the  Statute  23  Geo.  IL  c.31,  and  is 
regulated  by  several  subsequent  Statutes. 

The  Hudson's-Bay  Company  was  also  chartered, 
bf  Charles  the  lid.  to  trade  on  a  Capital  of  ^10,500 


lus  it  appears^  that  although  the  precise  extent 
of  the  Trade  cannot  be  ascertained  from  authentic 
documents,  the  Commerce,  Shipping,  and  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Port  of  London,  must  have  been  pro- 
gressively increasing  during  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Seventeenth  Century. 

Previous  to  that  sera^  Trade  was  eertainly  very 
limited,  and  its  principles  little  understood.  The 
Records  of  that  early  period,  discover  misconceptions 
and  absurdities,  with  regard  to  the  effect  and  opera- 
tion of  Commerce  upon  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
the  State^  which  strongly  demonstrate  the  length  of 

time. 
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time,  necessary  to  enlighten  the  hunnan  mind  upon 
subjects  of  Commercial  or  Political  (Economy. 

It  is  only  by  an  accurate  record  of  facts  that  th^ 
judgment  can  be  matured,  and  true  estimated 
formed,  of  the  measures  which  may  be  advan<» 
tageously  pursued  for  the  interest  either  of  Stutes,-^* 
Bodies  politic y — or  Individuah. 

Having,  therefore,  the  aid  of  Official  Docu- 
ments, by  which  the  state  and  the  progressive  im- 
provement of  the  Trade  of  the  Port  of  London, 
can  be  traced  for  the  last  hundred  years,— it  is  pro-J 
posed,  first'  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader,  a  detailed  and  progressive  view  of  the 

I.  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Ckaft,  in  the  Riveb 

Thames* 

It  appears  from  authentic  Accounts,  that  the 
ships  and  vessels  trading  to  the  River  Thames  for 
a  Century  past,  have  b^en  progressively  increasing 
not  only  in  number  but  also  in  their  burden. 

It  is  stated  in  the.  Report  of  (he  Dock  Committee 

4 

of  the  House  of  Commons  I796 ; — that  the  average 
Tonnage  of  Ships  iraditi^  leyond  Se^  was 


,  ^                                     » 

/  7Swi« 

In  170* 

I.' 

96 

•75' 

f 

9 

132 

179+ 

1 

794' 

That  the  average 

Tonnage ( 

of  Coauets 

was—    • 

• 

. 

T9kh 

I»  »75o 

• 
ft 

* 

80 

•      '795 

- 

- 
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Itt  the  same  valuable  Keport  is  inserted  the  folkniw 
ing  comparative  View  of  the  Tonnage  of  Skagi 
belonging  to  the  Port  of  London — 

In  1732    and    ij^i 


ittz 

74 

4« 
o 

o 

2 
1+17 


368 

•3» 
7 

iS6a  t 


At  the  commencement  of  the  1 8th  Century  in 
1700  and  1702^  the  Shipping  of  the  Bort  of  London 
stood  thus  :— 

A.D,  *  Fessehm    Tons. 

1700— Vessels  employed  in  the  Coasting  Trade  5562    278^100 
i7o2p«-British  Ships  io  Foreign  Trade      -       839      80,040 
Foreign  Ships  in  ditto      '     ^'  ^       '  49A   '  *]^'J^^S 

*        lit         ^mm^mmmtmm 

Total       -      6^  ;^a3S 

At  the  middle  of  the  Ceatury  in  175©  and.  1751, 
the  following  was  the  ,$tate  of  the  Shipping  ^n  this 
Port : — 


A^m     ; 

.f^fSSilSn 

,     Tens. 

i25a^In  the  Coasting  Trade 

6,J96 

SI  1.680 

J  75 1 — la  jhe  Foreign  Tr?de 

. 

British  Ships        r 

I49« 

I9'»023' 

Foreign  ditto 

184  ' 

•36,346    " 

Total 

•  dfiit 

746,^49 
Exhibiting 
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Exhibiting  an  increase  of  1181  Ships  and  310;,()14 
Tons  in  the  space  of  50  3rears. 

From  the  year  1750  to  nearly  the  close  of  the  Cen- 
tury, but  particularly  within  the  last  15  years,  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  Shipping  has  exceeded 
aiiy  other  period  :  and  when  the  great  proportional 
Augmentation  of  Tonnage  is  considered,  it  may  be 
truly  said  to  have  been  rapid  beyond  all  example  ; 
as  appears  from  the  following  Statement : 

A.D.  Vessels.         T$ns, 

1797— In  the  Coasting  Trade  *o»^75     1*205,650  (r) 
In  the  Foreign  Trade 


British  Ships  i  »4 26       330 

Foreign  ditto  1*843       226 


•392?  (4 
.856^ 


Total  I3»444  11762,898 


Thus  exhibiting  an  increase  of  5,366  Ships,  and 
1,0X6,849  Tons;  the  latter  having  considerably  more, 
than  doubled  within  the  last  half  Century. 

The  Table  in  pages  11  and  12,  containing  the 
tpecific  extent  of  the  Coasting  Trade  to  and  fixMn 
the  River  Thames  to  every  Port  in  England,  Wales, 
and  Scotland;  with  that  in  page  13,  shewing  the 
jaggregate  number  of  Ship  for  a  series  of  years, 
employed  in  the  general  Commerce  of  the  Port^ 
will  be  found  materially  to  tend  to  the  further  eluci- 
^tion  of  the  foregoing  Comparative  Statements. 

(r)  Seepage  n  and  u*  Of)  Seepage  13. 

As 
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(cj  As  It  must  be  no  less  curious  than  interesting,  (particularly  to  diose  who 
are  engaged  tji  Nautical  Pursuits,)  to  be  able  (o  ascertain  the  nature  and 
specific  extent  of  the  immense  Coasting  Trade  of  the  Biver  Thames. 
Tlie  following  General  View  of  the  whole,  is  selected  from  the 
Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
for  improving  the  Port  of  London  in  1796,  and  from  other  Documents. 
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COASTING  TRADE, 
Between  the  Poar  of  London,  and  the  Ports  in  England  and  Wales* 


Towns. 


Hun  .    .    . 
Yannooth  • 
Ipswich  •  • 
Rochester  • 
Maiden  •  • 
LiTcrpocd  • 
Boston  •  •  • 
Colchester  • 
Hanrich  •  • 
Stockton  •  • 
Newcastle  . 
Woodbridge 
Weymouth. 
Exeter  .  •  • 
Favenham  • 
Aldborough 
Anindel  •  •  • 
Bridlington 
Plymouth  • 
Leigh  .  • .  . 
WWtbjr.  . 
ficaumaris  • 
Bannouth  • 
Bristol  .  •  • 
Newhaven  • 
PortsmoQth  • 
Aberdovy  . 

Clay 

Chester .  •  • 
Chichester  • 
Hastings 
Lyon  •  < 
Lime  • , 
Neath 
Pool . .  . 
Penzance 

^ye 

SoDthampton 

Wdlt 

Wisbcach  • 


•  • 


•  •  • 


•  • 


No. 

of 

Vessel*. 


«w 


100 

30 
30 
20 
20 
18 
16 

H 
12 

12 

12 

12 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

458 


No. 

of 

Voyages 


9 
9 

H 

H 

3 

9 

16 

16 

9 

9 

9 
6 

6 

H 

12 

t 

4 

H 
8 

4 

4 

2 

6 

7 

4 

9 

3 
6 

H 

9 
6 

•4 
6 

3 

9 

7 
8 

6 


Total 
No.  of 
Voyages 


i^wi^ 


900 
270 
420 

480 
480 

54 
144 

224 

224 

108 

108 

108 

7» 

43 
192 

48 

3* 
192 

*4 

H 
It 

36 

4« 
16 

36 
12 

»4 
S6 
36 

24 
16 

24 
12 

36 
28 

3» 

»4 

4834 


Towns. 


Brought  over 

Scarborough 

Aberistwuh 

Aar , 

Bridgewater 
Barnstable  • 
Bideford  .  . 
Chepstow .  • 
Cowes  •  •  • . 

Deal 

Fowey  •  •  • 
Folkstone  • 
Lancaster  •  • 
Padstow  .  • 
Queenboro'. 
Sunderland  • 
Whitehaven 
Eastboom .  • 
Falmouth  • 
Glocester  •  • 
Hartlepool  • 
Sundri<BS  •  • 


Total . . 

Wales. 
Cardigan  •  .  • 
Caermarthen 
Cardiff*  •  •  • 
Carnarvon  • 
Miiford  .  . 
Swantey  •  • 
Llanclfy  •  . 


Total.. 


No 

of 

Vessels. 


458 


3 

3 

2 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 

a 

2 

a 

2 

2 
I 
I 
I 
I 


496 


3? 


v^^ 


No. 

of 

Voyages 


Toul 
No.  of 

Voyages 


I 

4 
4 
4 
4 
3 

rl 

5 

15 
3 

4 

a+ 

9 

3 
12 

4 
3 

4 


8 
6 
6 

4 
4 
4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

4 

2 

4 

4834 

«7 
18 

8 

8 

8 

8 

6 

z8 

3* 
10 

30 
6 

8 

48 
18 

6 

12 

4 
3 

4 
576 


5^9* 


^■i^ 


3» 

a 

16 

la 

8 

8 


124 


<mn^ 


{Co»tittfed  in  the  urr* 
ceedng  fag€,J 


*^ 


r  • 


y 


i2 


m     i^ 
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COASTING  TRADE, 
-  Between  London  and  Scotland. 


Towns. 


Aberdeen   • 
Berwick  •  • 
Leeth  .  •  . 
Bo-ness   •  « 
Perth   ♦   .  • 
Dundee  •    • 
Montrose  • 
Greenock   • 
■Alemottth  • 
Thurso  .  • 
Anstrutlier  . 
Alloc  .   .  . 
Bunbar  •   • 
Kirkwell  •  • 
Preston  Pans 


No. 
of 

Vessels. 


Total  .  . 


20 

12 

10 

8 
8 

4 

4 
4 
4 

2 
2 
2 
2 
I 


No. 

of 

Voyages. 


»4 

4 
4 

12 

8 
6 
6 

9 

4 

2 
2 
2 
2 

4 


Total 

No.  of 

Voyages. 


120 

196 

48 

40 

96- 

64 

•  «4 
«4 
36 
16 

4 
4 

4 
4 


97 


684 


RECAPITULATION. 

Vessefe.  I  Voyages. 


England 
Wales  . 
Scotland 


»    0     V    •     •     • 


Total  for  Cseat  Britain  .  «  625  .         6500 


^  .w 


^m- 


For 
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(^' For  the  purpose  also  of  fenl)er  elucidating  those  CqmpBfjfive 
Statements,  tht  Reader  is  referred  to  the  following  interesting 
Tables  ;  for  which  the  Author  is  indebted  to  the  very  valuable 
Keport  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  tht 
Lcmdon  Docks  in  1796:  Appendix  O.  and  H.  A$^a^  tl|f 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  upon  the  Improvement  of  the 
Port  of  London  in  1799*  Appendix  D  2.  D9.  pges  73,  S6« 


■■■•■/    " 

JFOREIGN  TRADE.  .      ,           ,   .. 

British  SEips. 

'1 

Foreign  Ships. 

•  - .    .        .    , 

Total  of 
British^  Foreign. 

* 

Yean.    Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tons. 

Ships. 

Tonj. 

IJOZ 

839 

80,040 

496 

1^*995 

'Ml 

ns' 

1498 

^98,02  3 

i«4 

36,346 

iSiiS^^ 

1793 

MJ4 

43»»890. 

ii6c 

H9iW5 

3*^5' 

58rf.">9r 

»79J 

1841 

389*317. 

991 

189,136' 

2^32 

5l%m 

1796 

2007 

43^M3 

2T69 

287,142 

4176 

7«3,89j 

>797 

'6+9 

330,39* 

1843 

226,856 

3269 

557**48 

1798 

397>09^ 

1 77 1     229,991 

p          * 

3420 

627,087 

COASTING' TRADE. 


x..^ 


Years* 


Vessels. 


\a  I*. 


Tons.. 


•m 


L 


17^: 
1750 

1790 

"795 

1796 
'797 
'79* 


5,562: 

6,396 
9,278 
1 1,964 
10,029 
10,781 
10,133, 


2x8,100 

511,680 

927,800 

1,196,400 

i>323»5'3i 
1,360,823 

1,250,449 


r  < 


Tonnage  of  Coasters  in  1798. 


Under  loo  Tons  • 
100  •  •  to    150    < 

150 200 

2CO 400 


•  « 


t  ♦ 


5*73 
859 

98 

«4 


CoQIen  average  228  Tons 


•    » 


6844    .    • 
32K9     .    . 


Tons- 
500,636 

749>8i3 


10,133  .  .   1,2^0,449 


V[}on 
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Upon  the  whole,  therelBtff/ the  increase  of  the 
Ships  and  Vessels  employed  in  the  Trade  of  the 
River  Thames,  in  the  course  of  the  18th  Ccnturj^, 
may  be  exhibited  in  the  following  point  of  view  : 

Increase  of 

Vessels. 

Vessels  in  the  Coasting  Trade      4613 

(i)  British  Vessels  in  Foreign  Trade     587 

Foreign  Vessels  in  ditto        -        1 347 


Increase  of 
Tonnage. 
927,550 
.250,35:6 
149,861 


Total  increase  in  a  Century      6547      1*327,763 

This  extensive  Navigation  employs,  as  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  the  vast  number  of  13.444  Ships  and  Ves* 
Hels  lU  the  Foreign,  Colonial,  and  Coasting  TraSej  (in- 
cluding their  repeated  voyages) :  besides  2288  Light- 
ers, Barges,  and  Punts  employed  in  the  Trade  of  the 
River  Lea,  and  the  Upper  and  Lower  Thames. — If 
to  these  should  be  added,  the  Stationary  Craft  con- 
sisting of  3336  Bargesy  Lighters,  and  Punts^  used  in 
the  lading  and  discharging  of  Vessels,  together  with 
83  Boats,  Sloops,  Cutters,  and  Hoys,  (f)  3000  Water- 
men*s  Wherries,  (gj  155  Bumboats,  (A)  and  1 94  Peter- 
boats 

(#)  Tliis  con^risoniiavtng  been  made  after  a  Ive  years'  war,  wl^ch 
rendered  it  n^ssaryto  navigate  through  thranedium  of  Fore^n 
ships,  iie  Britin  are  diminished,  and  the  ForeVn  vessels  increased 
Jul  a  much  greateiVroportfon,  than  if  such  compaJbon  had  been  m^e 
in  aper^of  peac 
(fj  ^^fitiiMTntoYurthe-inrrrfdingpay. 
('gJ  TlVeWatermenV  Company  was  first  founded  tn  i"  5^6,  and  (^Mi^ 
lists  at  pr^nt,  as  appars  firom  the  Report  of  the  t^Kk  Cdsimi|tce. 

\  in  1796,  of  \  .  V  * 

\  •     Freemen  \     -  8283  7 

\    Persons  ndt  free  aooo  >  Totat  about 

.   Apprenticed         -  aoooj  ?  1 

TMs  Com^ny  is  gov^mM  by  1 1  Rulers,  7  Aiidi^rs,  5  CDmp« 

trolkrs,  and  3d  Aaiiatants.  Tbey  admit  about  300  Apprentices  yearly 


^--~kA\. -V--!^- 


in 
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boats ;  the  aggregate  BUftiber  (exclusive  of  Ships  of 
War,  TranspcM'ts,  and  Navy,  Victualing,  and  Ord- 
nance Hoys)  will  be  found  to  amount  to  1^,500 
trading  Ships  and  Vessels  of  various  sizes  and  dimen- 
sions, either  frequendng  the  River  in  the  course  df  a 
year,  or  remaining  stdtioitary  ^thin  the  limits  of  the  i 
Port.  This  is  further  illustrated  in  the  two  sub-  * 
sequent  pages,  cpntaining  a  General  Abstract  of 
the  number  of  Ships  and  Vessels  of  various  sizes 
and  dimensions,  either  frequenting  or  remaining 
stationary  in  the  River  Thames,  in  the  years  1797 
and  1798,  and  the  mode  of  employing  the  same. 


{/)  From  the  Rqport  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  London  Docks  in  1795,  (Appendix  S.  s.)  it  appears,  that 
the  aggregate  nttmher  of  Craft,  (exclusive  of  Ships,  Boatl^ 
Wherries,  and  Pleasure  BoatSj)  in  active  Service  in  the  Port 
of  LoMDONj  in  April  1796*  was  suted  to  be  as  follows  :«-> 


Bargu  used  principally  for  CotM 

Ditto  employed  in  the  Deal  Trade  .... 
Lifters  in  the  West-India  and  other  Trade 
Punts  employed  chiefly  in  Export  Trade  . 


^ioops  . 
Cutters 
Hoys  . 


Total 


Average 

Vetselt 

Tons, 

Tonnftge. 

2196 

7h903    I 
13,100   J 

33 

400 

40X 

15.454 

39 

338 

6,810 

20 

333^ 

57 

M31 

«4 

6 

161 

*7 

10 

711 

71 

10 

585 

5» 

34«9 

110,156 

iT 


r 
-4- 


of  wa^  and  400  in  peace.  V(ooo  ait  Said  to  be  impfeyed  in  1 
vy  at  f r^nt*  These  Watemen  luiyigate  the  ^ooolWhar-' 
d  thechjp  part  of  the  $^^6  CWf  empbyed  in  Ae  Ri  rer. 

Bunib^ts)were  put  under  certairLHegulationSi  hy  the  Act  of 
Geoij*  tap.  28.  as  to  whichj  sAt/^^r  Chapter  II* 

/  '    \  'The 


; 
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Tb^  preceding  Statements  are  further  illustrated  by  the  following 

GsNCitAL  Amtract  >— 


^luf>$  add  Vessels  whithhaVe  Arrived  aad  which  ut 
Stationary  in  the  Kiver  ThamcSf  17971  and  1798. 

Km  J  *  '  • 

NcoF 


Vcaek. 


•^■•W" 


i    15^ 


({}  M  01      Sriti$h  vessels 


I  ." 


41S 


3444 
8S 


Detail  cf  Shipping* 


Foreign  Trade. 


■*f 


f    ■ 

1  I  .J  '  « 


Foftiim  veiick 


r  J »     •     t     •• 


I8f3 

4+25 


CoASTiMG  Trade, 


CoUierg 
Coasters 


3268 


2596 
401 


ii&     fUnta 


10 
16 

3000 

«94 


RxvsR  Trade* 

Lighters^  barges,  and  Punts,  eqwlojred  in 
the  Inland  'Trade  of  the  Upper  'arM' 
.>  Lpfvrer  Thanbes  «i|d  Aiydr  Lff 


River  Craft  for  the  Use  of  the  Trade. 

BaKCs 

Lighciets 


10100 


22 


B«)ats{ .*....,, 

Sloops «.  •  .   . 

Cutters  •   .  • • 

Hoys'.  .  .  .' 

Registered  and  Licensed  Bum- Boats  *  •  . 
Peter  Boats 


Total 


•  • 


21,500 


L 

(/)  1^60  Ships  belonged  to  the  Port  of  London  in  179^,  including  £ast^ 
Indtamen,  making  374,000  Tons  : 


Of  the«e  1109  were  under  200  Tons. 

j6H  from  200  to  300  ditto. 

186  .  •  •  300  to  350  ditto. 

50  .  .  .  350  to  400  ditto. 


30  from  430  to  550  Tons. 
12  .  .  .  606  to  735  ditto.' 
95  .  .    1300   .  .  .  ditto. 


1866 


(k)  It  appears  from  Appendix  (D.  7.)  ^go  84,  and  (D.  8.)  page  86,  in  th^ 
Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committee,  for  improving  the  Port  of  London^ 
printed  ui  1799  ; 

Ships.        Tons. 
Tliat  the  Number  of  Colliers  which  arrived  in  1798,  in.%7 


eluding  .three  repeated  Voyages,  was 
The  Number  of  Coasters  the  9ame  year,  were 


3=189 


'«844 


749.8  JJ 


■*i» 


i»a50i44? 


Total    -     -     10,133 
In  1798 — 5&07  of  the  above  vessels  cleared  outwards,  and 
5 1 26  Collien  Sc  Coasters  left  the  Port  in  Ballai>t. 
In  the  same  Appendix  the  \ViscU  and  Voyages  are  stated  thus : 

Newcastle        ...     3^5  vessels  83,429  Tons    -    -     5  in  a  year. 
Stsnderland      ...    20O  vessels  35.7^5  Tons    •    •    3  in  a  year. 


SSS 


119,194 


Mode  of  OBploying  tKe  Vessels  iii  the  River  Thames  in 

1797,  and  1798.     ______ 


In  what  manner  employed* 


East  India  Trade 

West  India  Trade  .... 
British  Continental  Colonies 


Africay  ard  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
Soathon  Fishery  •••••*,.• 

Greenland  Fishery 

United  States  of  America    •   .   •  • 
Mediterranean  and  Turkey   •  •  •    . 

Spain     •     •     • 

Portugal     ..•••••• 

France 

Austrian  Flanders 

Holland 

Germany  and  Hamburgh    .   .   .   . 

Prussia 

Poland 

Sweden 

Denmark  and  Norway  •  •  •  •   • 

Russia 


Fo«ignC«a«i„g{g-«y.^<=; 


British 

Coasting 

Trade  625 


Hull  Traders  .... 
Other  Ports  in  England 
Ports  in  Wales  •  •   •  • 
Ports  in  Scotland  .  •   • 


r  Newcastle  •   .  •   .   .    .  ,         329 

Coal  Trade  <  Sunderland 60 

(BlythNook ao 


41S 

900 

479* 
124 

684 


Wherries  for  Passengers  and  Parcels   •   •    • 
River  Trade  in  the  Thames  and  Lee    • 

River  Craft. 

Barges  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade  .  .  •  .    1x96 
Ditto  in  tne  Timber  Trade 400 

Lighters  employed  in  West-India  and  Aiqericani  ) 
and  other  Trade •«*j 

Punts  employed  in  Import  and  Export  Trade  •  •  . 

Boats,  Sloops,  Cutters  and  Hoys,  employed  in  ) 
carrying  Goods  and  Passengers  «••.••) 

fiumboats  Licenced^  to  hawk  Goods  among  the  / 
Shipping j 

Peter  Btett  employed  in  Fishing,  &c.  •   •   •  •  • 


(I)  Seepage  11. 


Total  . 


No.  of 
Voyages. 

S3 

68 

17 

*9 
16 

140 

•7a 
121 

180 

56 

66 

319 

608 

69 
109 

%G% 
230 

46 
276 


•    • 


3676 


6500  (/) 

3000 

2288 


2596 
40a 

33^ 

194 


22,500 


II«  CoMMSaCS 


Iff 
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II.  COMMERCB  OF  THB  RiVBR  ThAME9. 

At  the  Commencement  of  the  18th  Century  in 

Ae  year  1700  :— 

£.       s.    d. 

IV  Imports  amounted  to       4»875»538  13  n 
The  Exports.  .  *  .  .  to        5 •387,787    4.    4. 

Total  exclusive  of  the  Coasting  "J 
Trade,  of  whi<;h  there  are  n  o  V  ^. 1 0,263,325  18    3 
authentic  Docu  ments  (m)     j 

At  the  middle  of  the  Century,  namely,  in  the 

year  1750:-^ 

£.         s.  d. 

The  Imports  appear  t4»  be  59540,564    4    8 

The  Exports    .  -  8,415,218    a    5 

(n)Total  exclusive  of  Coasting  Trade/.i3,955,782    7     i 

No  very  rapid  progress  appears,  therefore,  to  have 
been  made  during  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  Cen- 
tury, either  in  Shipping,  or  in  the  extent  and  ad- 
vancement of  Comnierce ;  the  increase  in  the  latter 
in  so  long  a  period,  being  only  3,692,456/.  Si.  10^. 
Singular  aa  it  may  appear,  it  was  not  till  after  the 
American  War,  and  the  total  loss  of  the  Colonial 
Possessions,  that  the  progress  of  Trade  in  the  Port  of 
Xx)ndon,  or  the  Natipn  at  large,  exhibited  that  de* 
gree  of  rapidity,  which  has  raised  this  Country  to  its 
present  enviable .  height.  This  fact  is  ascertained 
\^  the  following  General  View : 

(•}  See  Appendix  tL  of  the  Rc(XMrt  cC  the  Committee  cf  the  House 
ni  CommoM,  1796. 

GENERAL 
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GENERAL  VIEW 

Of  Tm.  IMP^MTS  AVD  EXPORTS  OF  THB  FORT  OF  LOMDON, 

For  cTery  Tenth  Tear,  fioqi  1710  to  1790;  and  bt  eveiy  Year 

« 

from  1791  101798,  fadatrreb 
Made  up  to  July  4,  1799- 

[SeeAtTKHDJX  D.  to  the  Report  of  the  Dock  Committee  1796: 
AndAPftnon  D.  13* page  E^,  HthoRtfo/rtrf^  Ctmmkii^ 
fir  ^/nfomf  the  Port  of  limdom  im  1799*  ] 


Yean. 


L 


171© 
1720 

174* 
1 7  JO 
1760 
1770 
1780 
1790 
1791 
179a 

I79> 

»7W 
1796 

'W 
1798 


/• 


«»894,737    7 
4,958^101  17 

6>224,t82.     g 

4,904,248  II 

5^^40,565  4 

7>o6j,395  13 

8,889,868  o 

6,794,otr  o 

12,275,546  «4 
12,020,229    5 

^2,^7l,674    8 

1 2*224,745    7 

14,863,238    8 

»Ji384»777  14 
14,871,^46    2 

w 


6 

5 

7 
I 

8 

6 

9l 
1 


9 

4 
II 

5 

5 


Value  of  Exports. 


4,622»J7o 
5,008,245 

5*59*734 
8,415,218 

10,726,709 

6,837,963 
10,716,548 
12,944,192 
14.742,516 
12,660^1463 
16,578,802 

16*5*3*00' 
18,410,499 

17,7*1,441 

1 8,002,204 


S*i 

/. 

1% 

% 

»7 

2 

10 

2 

» 

4 

2 

5 

0 

>o 

0 

10 

4 

9 

■J 

1 
10 

IJ 

4 

6 

II 

10 

10 

6 

8 

'7 

9 

4 

5 

I 

3 

■^* 


(0)  Pffooi  the  yutiailar  maauer  in  which  the  Impoitttloas  fram  India  a^ 
Cliiiui  aie  bnught  to  account  in  the  Beokt  of  the  CuiloiBa*  no  account  oould 
lio  lendaitd  of  that  BMich  of  Trade  1  and,  tbeiofiiCa  the  Genesal  Aconini 
of  tlie  Imports  into  the  Port  of  Loufkin  could  not  be  pven  at  the  time  of 
saakioa  up  the  above  Tabic. 
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From  the  year  1790  to  the  year  1796,  a  period 
of  only  six  years,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  "the 
Trade  of  the  Port  of  London,  notwithstanding  the 
existence  of  the  War,  increased  more  than  triple 
the  amount  of  its  advance  during  the  first  fifty  j^ears 
of  the  Century,  as  the  following  statement  wUI  shew : 

£.  $.    d. 

^  Imports  and  Exports  in  1 796  33»282|046    o    a 

Idem  in  1790  221992,095    8    7 


Increase  j^«io,289,95o  11     7 

On  examining  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  the 
last  four  years,  from  1796  to  1799  inclusive,  it  appears 
that  no  material  increase,  in  the  Commerce  of  the 
Port  of  London  has  taken  place  within  that  period : 
but  it  is  ascertained  by  the  annexed  statement^  ex- 
tracted from  the  Appendix  (D.  14)  page  90,  to  the 
2d  Report  of  the  Committee  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Port  of  London,  in  1799>  that  there  has  actually 
been,  a  very  considerable  augmentation  of  Trade  in 
several  of  the  Out-ports,  thus  exhibiting  a  progres- 
sive advance  in  the  National  Commerce  every  yean(^) 

(/}  BXPOHTS  AMD  IMPORTS  OF  ALL  THB  OUT^PO&TS  OF  BlfOLANO* 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1793 

^.6,704,965     9 

I 

£'S»S9^*S^9    6 

6 

«79+ 

9,084,469     9 

8 

5,981,760  10 

8 

«79S 

9>^^*f345  »' 

6 

6,p83,59i  15 

8 

1796 

io>78W9o  »o 

10 

6fS9Ui6}  15 

0 

1797 

9,978,448    0 

6 

6*4S5i58'    9 

a 

1798 

'3)920i3i6  12 

4 

7>739»»3S    5 

II 

• 
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Bat,  great  as  the  value  of  this  Commerce  appears 
to  be,  it  is  now  discovered,  through  the  medium  of 
the  convoy  duties  imposed  by  Stat.  38  Geo.  III.  c.  76* 
under  which  a  per  centage  is  levied,  with  some  few 
exceptions^  on  the  real  value  of  the  Merchandize 
imported  and  exported,  that  the  principle  of  valua-' 
tion,  established  by  Sir  William  Davenant  above  a 
Century  ago  (and  continued  ever  since)  does  not' 
apply  to  the  present  period. 

By  following  this  new  and  more  correct  daium^ 
the  Nation  has  the  satisfaction  to  learn,  that  the 
marketable  value  of  the  Merchandize  imported  and 
exported,  is  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  ancient 
Estimates ;  which  consequently,  are  now  no  further 
useful,  than  as  they  exhibit  the  relative  comparison 
between  one  year  and  another. 

For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  approaching  as  near 
to  the  truth  as  possible,  and  that  the  Author  might 
be  enabled  to  lay  before  his  Readers  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  whole  Trade  of  the  River  Thames, 
according  to  its  true  value,  he  has  bestowed  consi*- 
derable  labour  in  arranging  the  Table  here  intro- 
duced; in  which  is  exhibited  a  general  display  of 
the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don, in  a  manner  calculated  to  convey  to  the  mind 
of  the  Reader,  not  only  a  clear  and  accurate  concep- 
tion of  its  unparalleled  magnitude,  but  also  of  the 
nature  of  the  several  articles  of  Trade  and  Manu- 
facture, which  are  the  objects  of  that  Commerce : 
a   detsul,    which  cannot  fail   to  produce    a    con- 

1  viction 
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viction  of  the  indbpensible  neoessity  of  a  well-plan- 
ned ud  eqciigetic  Syfitem  of  River  PoUce;  to  regulate 
and  control  the  oecoobmy  of  ao  vist  a  machine,  and 
to  protect  such  an  astonishmg  mass  and  variety  of 
Property^  in  its  repeated  transits  to  and  jfrom  the 
Ships  and  Vesseki  until  it  can  be  ultioiately  depo- 
sited in  places  of  aecurity.  This  detail  also  may 
aenre  to  ahov^  how  inefficient  and  alx>rtive  must  all 
the  efforts  of  Individuals  prove  in  preventing  Plunder, 
and  Depredation,  without  the  superior  power  of 
Liegi^ttve  aid. 

In  contemplating  this  vast  extent  of  Commercial 
Aggrandisement,  we  discover  also  no  inconsiderable 
proportion  of  those  immense  resources,  which  have 
pontributed,  in  so  great  a  degree,  to  the  power  and 
splendor  of  the  Nation :  and  these  resources  are  fur« 
th<;r  illustrated  by  the  General  Recapituktum^  exhibit- 
ing a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole,  including 
what  may  be  denominated  the  Local  Trade ;  and 
also^  the  Value  of  the  Shipping  and  Craft  belong- 
ing to  British  Subjects,  and  employed  in  the  extenr 
mp  Comfn^rce  of  the  Fort  of  London. 


Recapitulation. 


Turkey,  &c.  •    .  ) 
Spam  and  Catuiries  .  . 
Portagal  and  Msdeira 

France 

Austrian  Flanders  .  \  . 
Holland 

Germany 

Prussia   •  «   •  .  •  •  . 

Poland 

Sweden 

Denmark  and  Norway 
Russia  •••.••• 

Totai  Foreign  Tra^e  .  • 

Coasting  Trads. 

n^^  Guernsey.  .) 

I  g   )  Jersey  .  .  .  .  ^ 

S'^'  \  Aldcrney  .  .  J 

*^  =  ( Ireland 

rCoal  Trade,  . 
^  ^1  Scotland 


7* 

121 

i8o 

56 

66 

*35 

608 

69 

1C9 

202 
230 


2946 


46 
276 

3676 
5816 

684 
13444 


»4»757 

16,509 
27,670 

M73 
5,104 

19,166 

37*647 

56,9^5 
17,210 

14,252 

48,469 

56,131 


525,148 


5>344 

3**824 

^656,000 
500,000 

60,000 
i»779>3i6 


siiK,  wmc,  Uil,  <     4 

Wine,  Oil,  Fruit, 
Wine,  Fruit,  Cott 
Wbe,  Oil,  Fruit, 
Silk,  Fine  Yams, 
Corn,  Wine,  Gin, 
f  Com,  Wine,  Lin- 
(  Ashes,  Oak  £ 
Deals,  Masts  and ' 
Corn,  Timber,  D 
Com,  Iron,  Deals 
Com,  Timber,  D 
Hemp,  Linens,  Ts 

i     0 


1 

1 

9 
9 

o 
6 

xo 


Wine,  Brandy,  Gc 

y  Linens,  Salt  Provi 
X  Woollen  Yarik 
Coals  from  Newcd 
(  Com,  Flour,  Beer 
X  and  Manufacti- 
i  Cotton  and  Musli  ^ 
<  Linens,  Hosic* 
t       Coals,  Paving  1,  10 


r 


I 

I 

r 
( 


BITER  POLICE. 


2.3 


RECAPITULATION. 


Ships 

including 

their 
repeated 

Aggregate 

Value  of 

Value  «f 

Tonnage. 

Imparts 

Exports. 

vQyages. 

1 

t 

Foreign  «nd  Cokmial 

£•      ^.  if 

if.         /.  J. 

Trade,    Sec,     -     - 

2946 

.S*St«48 

»3. 059. 533     7  6 

a^.387.363  18  4 

r&retgn  Caasttmg. 

1 

Gaemsey,  JenejfStc, 

46 

5'344 

118^9x6  13  8 

83,281  12   1 

Iiefand     '.     . 
British  C^itimg. 

276 

3a.«H 

X.878.971     7  a 

j 

659,922  14   I 

CotI  Trade 

3676 

656,000 

1,700,000    0  0 

10,000    0  0 

En^and  aivl  Wales 

5S16 

503,000 

3,900,000    0  0' 

200,000     0'  0| 

2,200,000    0  0 

Scocland      ... 

684 

60,000 

300,000  0  0 

■3»444 

1   1.779.316 

l30,957.4»«     7  4|I»9.M.5W   4    ^ 

j*'t:fi/.^-»    /     » 

Tetal  Imports  and  Exports  ^'60^597*9^  >>  <o 


Tf  totiik  add  Imhmd  Trade,  ifc» 

Local  Tnde  within  tht^  Baiiges  and  Punts,  ice.  fau'l 

iimirsofthcPortinap.  f  22  eluding    repeated   voyages! 

p^r  If  Lower  Thames,  |  *  with  Grain,  Mait,  Timber,  | 

and  the  river  Lea.        J  Sec.  estimated  at 


i 


•    »35i«>»    o    0 


0 


'iJV  ahs  tt4  nniloi  of  Briiish  Shippings  ISe 

111-.  r'^'J"''^?^'^"^? ''«''~'  •*  ** 


700,000    o     o 

Coasten    -     -    $25»oco    o    o 

3507     River  Craft  and  TrMlers    -  350,00*    o    p 
■»'»M0s  X  Wheries,  Bumboats  andj       ^.  __ 
.^^^J    Peter  Boatt       -        J      ^^'^ 


*?«r«K«P«  I  ,,.«  IWheries,  BumboatsandJ       ^^^^    ^    ^ 


9,200,000    o    0 


9300 


Total  property  in  >he  River  7      ^-  _,.    -^  ,,  _-. 


Tnames,  annually        3 


\ 


Tha3 


rfi 
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Thus  it  would  appear,  that  the  estimated  value 
of  the  Commercial  Property  which  floats  in  the 
River  Thames,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  ex- 
ceeds Seventy  Millions  sterling!  When  to  this 
we  add  the  Coals,  and  Goods  of  all  kinds,  con- 
stantly exposed  in  Craft;  Ships  of  Wary  Gunboats 
and  Transports ;  the  Hoys  for  conveying  Naval, 
Victualling,  Opdnance  and  Military  Stores,  to  and 
from  the  public  Arsenals  at  Deptford,  Woolwich, 
Sheerness  and  Chatham,  to  Ships  of  War  and  Trans- 
ports on  the  River ;  and  to  and  from  Dock-yards  at 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  :  all  which  must,  in  the 
course  of  a  year,  amount  to  at  leaft  Five  Millions.  The 
whole  will  present  an  aggregate  of  Seventy-Jive  3/i/- 
Itons  sterling  of  floating  property ;  all  of  it,  more  or 
less,  subject  to  acts  of  peculation,  fraud j  embezzle-^ 
menty  pillage  and  depredation,  through  the  medium 
of  the  various  and  numerous  classes  of  depraved 
characters  who  are  enfployed  upon  the  River,  seek- 
ing for  opportunities  to  acquire  plunder,  and  who 
(it  cannot  too  often  be  repeated)  are  only  to  be  re- 
strained and  over-avyed  by  an  apposite  River  Police, 
exclusively  directed  to  that  object  alone,  and  aided 
by  a  competent  civil  force. 


III  Genbrai; 


III.  Gekeral  Obsebyatioxs  on  the  Habbour  of 
THE  Fort  of  London^  and  thb  convbnibncbs 

AFFORDED  TO  THE  TrADE. 

The  present  accommodations  for  the  immieiise 
Commerce  of  the  Port  of  London^  (with  the 
exception  of  those  Vessels  that  discbarge  their  cargoes 
between  Blackfriars  and  London  Bridges^)  are  com* 
prehended  in  that  portion  of  the  River  Thames 
which  extends  from  London-Bridge  to  Deptfii^rd^  in 
length  about  four  miles,  and  upon  an  averse,  450 
yards  wide.  This  Harbour,  from  the  variations  in 
th|$  depth  of  the  water,  (p)  is  understood  to  comprise 
four  distinct  divisions,  namely  :-* 

Shipt 
.    Yirai.  *Vcs. 

•eli« 

I .  The  Upper  Pool  from  London- 1  r  Coafters  -j 

Bridge  to  Union  Hole,  for  Ships  V 1600^  &  fmali  C329 
of  250  tons  and  under.     .      •      j  (  Ships    } 

a.  The  Middle  Pool  from  Union ^  f  middle-^ 

Hole  to  Wapping   Ncw-Siairs,  >  750  <    sized    \ia6 
for  Ships  of  3C0  tons.     .      •      j  (.  .Ships    j 

3.  The  Lower  Pool  froni  Wapping -j         T  ^ 
New-Stairs  to  Hoife-Ferry* Tecr,  t   «      1    large    i^^. 
near  Limehoufe,    for   Snips  ofr^       \    Ships   ^*^ 
400  tons J^ ,        C     ^         J 

4.  From  Horse- Ferry  to  the  Moor- *%  C  Lime-  ?      . 
ine-Chains  at  Deptford,  for  Ships  f  ^-^-.  J  houfe    3   ^* 
01450  to  500  tons,  drawing  16^*7^    1  Dept-  1 
feet  water 3  I  ford       j    ^ 

t^  The  large  Indiamen  drawing  from  — ,.»« 

2%  to  14  feet  water,  cannot  ditcharce  'T'/**^!  Qmrt 

higher  up  than  Blwkwall.  Tota)  879 


(/)  For  a  Statement  of  the  Soondinst  of  tbe  River  Thames^  see 
ArFBMDIXi  No.  I.  .  .  ^ 

From 
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From  the  foregoing  account,  it  would  seem,  that 
no  more  than  879  •Ships  and  Vessels  can  be  easily 
accommodated  in  the  Harbonr:  yct,it  frequently  hap- 
pens, when  the  Fleets  arrive  together,  that  from  13  to 
1400  Vessels,  including  G>asters,  arc  in  Port  at  the 
same  time. — 300  Colliers  have  been  at  one  time  in 
the  Pool,  and  there  arc  usually  from  1 50  to  200  Sail. 

It  is  moreover  to  be  remembered,  that  the  surface 
of  the  River  is  not  only  thus  occupied  by  Ships  and 
Vessels  arriving  from  Sea ;  but  also  by  the  numerous 
Craft  necessarily  employed  in  conveying  tl>e  Cargoes 
of  the  larger  Vessels  to  the  different  Landing  Places. 

T^e  Easf'InJia  Skips  dischat^  their  Cargoes  into 
decked  Hoys  belonging  to  the  Conopany :  A  part 
from  the  largest  Ships  frequently  in  Long-Reach^ 
and  the  remainder  at  Blackv/alL 

With  some  few  exceptions  of  small  Vessels,  which 
land  their  Goods  at  the  Quays^  tie  Ships  in  the  H^est-^ 
India  Trade  discharge  their  Cargoes  into  Lighters. 

When  a  large  Fleet  of  Ships  from  thence  are 
delivering  their  Cargoes,  and  the  Quays  are  crowded^ 
the  consequence  is,  that  from  150  to  200  Lighters 
will  remain  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  having 
valuable  Goods  an  board,  exposed  to  the  risk  of 
plunder  and  the  danger  of  swamping,  or  »nking,  in 
consequence  of  the  various  accidents  to  which  they 
are  exposed. 

The  American  Trade  also  occupies  a  considerable 
number  of  Lighters,  as  do,  in  short,  all  the  Ships 
and  Vessels  trading  to  the  Port  which  are  not  dis- 
charged at  the  Quays. 

6  Of 
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Of  420  limber  Sh^Sj  which  uAially  arrive  in  the 
eoorte  of  a  year^  about  250  are  laden  with  Logs ; 
tl^ese  are  rafted  in  the  River,  and  generally  occupy 
ten  times  the  space  taken  up  by  the  Ship  from 
whence  they  have  been  unladen ;  and  the  Vessels 
freighted  vith  Deals  occupy  a  great  number  of  Dgh<* 
ten  in  their  discharge. 

The  Coat  Trade  alone,  which  exceeds  the  Foreign 
Commeroe  in  the  number  of  Ships  annually  dis* 
cbaiged,  requires  double  the  number  of  Craft  which 
n  found  necessary  for  the  whole  Import  and  Export 
IVade  of  the  River.  21 96  Bai^ges,  averaging  about  33 
Tons  each,  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  7 1,903  Tons,) 
are  chiefly  employed  in  the  Coal  Importauon.(^) 

On  some  occarions,  above  90  Colliers  (each 
requiring  on  an  average  13  Barges,)  are  discharg- 
ing at  once.  1170.Goal  Craft  will  then  be 
laden  with  Coals,  occupying  different  parts  of  the 
Pool  at  the  same  time;  while  the  chief  part  of  the 
remaioingOaft,  above  and  below  Bridge,  are  used  as 
Floating  Warehouses,  until  the  Coals  can  be  dis- 
posed  o(l 

The  monthly  supply  of  Coals  for  the  Metropolis, 
it  estimated  at  SOO  Cargoes  of  220  Chaldron  each, 
0r  66,000  Chaldrons :  It  is  therefore  no  unlikely 
supposition,  that  (with  some  exceptions,)  50,000 
Chaldrons,  on  an  average,  remain  exposed  to  depre* 
dation  in  open  Craft  on  the  River  all  the  year 
round* 

(f)  Set  page  15, 

Hence 
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Hence  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded^  that 
tbe  number  of  Ships,  Vessels,  ^nd  Graft,  which 
cover  the  Harbour  of  the  Pprt  of  London,  laden 
with  valuable  property,  outward  and ,  homeward 
bound,  all  the  year  through, .  cannot  be  estimated  at 
less  than  eleven  hundred.  On  some  occasions  there 
must  be  many  more;  for  we  have  seen  that .  1 3,444 
Foreign  and  Coasting  Vessels  enter  the*  Port  in 
the  course  of  a  year.(y) — ^To  these  we  are  to  add 
2000  River  Traders  and  Stationary  Craft,  including 
tbe  Coal  Barges ;  making  in  all  upwards  of  three 
thousand  Floating  Repositories  of  valuable  property. 
The  unladen  Craft  and  Wherries  will  increase  this 
Dumber  to  nearly  8000  Vessels  and  Boats  of  all  kinds, 
occupying  a  space  of  four  miles  below,  and  two  miles 
above  London  Bridge. 

Vessels  delivering  Cargoes  into  Lighters,  gene- 
rally require  from  14  days  to  six  weeks  to  finish  the 
discharge.  Various  causes  combine  to  create  delays, 
which  subject  the  property  to  risk  of  plunder  and 
damage — -rainy  weather — scarcity  of  Craft — ^and 
above  all,  the  crowded  state  of  the  Legal  Quays : 
which  latter  alone,  occasions  many  obstructions, 
and  renders  it,  not  seldom,  absolutely  necessary  to 
suspend  the  discharge  merely  on  this  account. 

If)  See  Tabic  in  page  22. 
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IV.    LA!SrDING   IPlACES  IJT   tHE    PoRT   OP   LoSDOK, 

INCLUDING    Legal   Quays    and    Suppbeanca^ 
Wharfs. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  the  Legal 
Quays  have  been  established  so  far  back  as  the  ist 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1558, 
since .  which  period  they  have  never  been  enlarged. 
They  are  20  in  number,  situated  on  the  North  side 
of  the  River,  and  extend  (from  London-Bridge)  to 
the  Western  extremity  of  Tower  Ditch.  The 
whole  frontage  of  these  Quays  is  only  1419  feet,  and 
they  are  divided  in  the  following  manner : — 

.Legal  Quaj(s  of  the  Port  of  Lofidon* 

I.  Sen^em  Quays  from  Loudon  Bridge  to  BlUwgsgatt* 


1  Fresh  Wharf    . 

2  Cocks  Ooay    • 

3  Gaants  Quay 

4  Hammonds  Quav 
c  Bottolpb  Wharf 

6  I^yons  Quaj 

7  SMuenQuay    • 


Feet 
140 

3 

*3 

78 


; 

S 
73) 
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Mr.  fiolt 
Mr.  Herbert 

Messrs.  Curlings 

Messrs.  Rowlea 

East-Iodia  Companj 


446 


II.  Eight  ^ajifrom  Billingsgate  to  the  CustosK-iouie* 

Feet 
I  Smarts  Quay 
z  Dice  Quay 


3  Ralphs  Quay 

4  Youngs  Quay 

5  WiffgiQs  Q^X 


6  Sables  Quay 
2  BearQpay    . 
8  Porters  Quay 


*7l 
111; 

46) 

46  [^ 

5*) 

30) 

64  V 
105  V 

479 


Mr.  Bolt 


Messrs.  Ogles 

Messrs.  Dawsony 
Gascoigne^  Dixon 
and  Co. 


III.  Five 


so  TXEATIS8  mt 

III.  Fk/e  ^itays  ta  Tonvef  Dock* 

Feeu  rBOPMXTO&s  akd  Limit. 

I  The  Custom-house  Quay     208  7  ry'  -km  *   ^ 

aWwIQMjr     .    r/.      6,}  Hu  Majesty 

3  Galley  Quay      •    •    •    •     101     .  Messrs.  Curlings 

49+ 


RECAPITULATION* 

1st*  Division  7  Quays  •  446 
id*  Ditto  S  Quays  •  479 
3d*   Ditto     5  Qoajrs  •    494 

Total        •       20  '4^4. 


The  confined  state  of  these  Quays^  (r)  has  been 
long  complained  of  as  a  grievance^  and  seem^ 
to  have  operated  powerfully  in  promoting  the 
efforts  which  have  been,  at  length;  successjfully 
used  in  obtaining  Legislative  auih(»ity  to  construct 
Wet  Docks. 

It  may  be  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the  evidence 
delivered  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1796,  that  some  of  the  Wharfingers^  having  a 
joint  right  in  the  Quays  and  Warehouses,  will 
sometimes  not  permit  goods  to  be  landed  on  their' 
Wharfs,  unless  they  also  derive  the  additional 
benefit  arising  from  the  same  goods  being  deposited 

(r)  See  a  Plan  for  improvmg  these  Quajs,  in  the  Second  RcpQi$ 
of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Fort  of  Loodoo,  1799. 

in 


in  their  Warehouses.  Acting  under  the  ^ort« 
dghted  impulses  of  immediate  gain^  they  have  some* 
times  grasped  at  the  possession  of  more  goods  thaa 
thej  could  store  in  places  of  security :  The  resuii  has 
been  that  perishable  oommodsttes,  have  remained  ia 
the  Crafty  or  upon  the  Wharfs^  exposed  to  the  injuries 
of  the  weather^  and  generally  to  very  excessive 
plunder. 

In  addition  however  to  these  Legal  Quays^  relief 
has  been  occasionally  afforded  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port   through-  the   medium  of  Sufferance  JVharfs. 
Although  these  Wharfs,  have  generally  been  allotted 
to  the  East  Country  and  the  Coasting  Trade,  permis- 
sion has  also  been  granted  to  land  Sugars  and  Foreign 
Articles  at  them  ;  and  particularly  in  the  years  1 793 
and  179^9  when  the  arrival  of  several  Fleets  at  the 
same  time  occasioned  an  uncommon  press  of  businessi. 
Five  of  these  Sufferance  Wharfs  are  situated  on 
the  North  side  of  the  River,  between  the  Tower  and 
Hennitage  Dock;  the  remainder,  18  in  number, 
arc  of  larger  dimensions,  but  they  are  all  situated  on 
the  SUrry  side.    The  whole  compose  a  frontage  of 
3676  feet  upon  the  River. (r) 

The  detached,  and,  in  some  respects,  the  remote 
situation  of  the  Sufferance  Wharfs,  with  various  other 
inconveniences  with  regard  to  the  Warehouses,  ren- 
der them  but  an  indifferent  succedaneum ;  and  the 
hazard  of  loss  by  plunder,  has  been  found  to  be,  in 
many  respects,  much  increased  by  this  alternative. 

(r)  See  the  following  poge  for  an  accoont  of  the  Wbarfs. 

Public 
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Public  Foreign  Suffbrai^cb  Wharfs^  within  the  limiii 
ski  out  by  the  Combcissionbrs  of  the  Customs,  ami 
farticuiarly  specified  and  decreed  hy  them  to  be  PuBLie 
Wharfs,  on  theXZihof  May^  1789. 

[From  the  Second  Report  of  the  Select  Committeei  upon  the  ImproTements 
«f  the  Port  of  London,  page  134  \  Appendix,  (C   4  ]  ] 


Suilerance  Wharfs. 


.2: 

I 

o 
o 

(A 


a 
O 


Chomberlayne's  Wharf  . 

Cotton's 

Hay's 

Seal's 

Giinin's  •  V,  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Symon's 

Stanton's   •    .  •  .  .  • 
Davies,  Rutland  Co'a. 

Hattky's  • 

Peanon  s  •  •  .      •  •  • 
Holland's  and  Butler's 

Cole's '.  . 

Carrington's 

Hoggarth's  3  Wharb  • 

Scott's 

Merriter's 


No.  of  Feet 
next  t»  the 
River  each 
Wh*rf  oc. 
cupies. 


No.  of  Tons 
the  Ware- 
houfes  will 
contain. 


* 


'•I 

5"s 


C  Iron-Gate  •  . 
y  St.  Catherine's 
7  Watson's  •  •  • 
1  Bryant's  •  •  . 
(^Downes  •  •  • 


»9S 
250 

118 

152 

149 

124 

»57 

206 

^^^^ 

34tt 
I2i.\: 

*89*f 
265II 

264A 
33  f\ 

95.5 
340 


No.  of  Tons 

the  Yards 

will  contain 


Zfil^k% 


4,500 

4,600 

i6»ooo 

4»ooo 

6,000 

20fOeo 

6,000 

20,000 

4,000 

2,000 

7,000 

3,500 
2,500 

2,500 

4,500 

1,450 

8,000 
300 

3*840 
1,000 

3>8oo 


125,490 


400 

500. 

2,000 

600 

10,000 

22,000 

20,000 

3>4'30 
3iOOO 

3,ooo 
6,000 
5,500 

2,Q00 


No.  of  * 

Hogshetads 

of  Suxar 

each  Wharf 

can  house. 


400 


78,800 


3,000 
2,000 
3,000 
1,500 

3*500 
7*000 

2,000 

7»ooo 
2,000 
1,500 
5,000 
3,000 
lyOeo 
2,000 
2,000 
900 

7,000 

300 

4,000 

I,0OO 

1,500 

I 

60j20O 
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V.  Warehouses  for  the  accommodation 

OF  Merchandise. 

The  W;irchouses  for  the  accommodation  of  Mer- 
chandise are  numerous,  and  some  of  those  belongihg 
to  the  East-India  Company,  are  splendid  and  com- 
modious in  the  highest  degree.  Their  goods  are 
carted  to  these  Warehouses  from  their  own  Quaya» 
where  they  are  deposited  under  the  care  of  Revenue 
Officers,  specially  appointed,,  as  the  duties  are  never 
paid  until  the  goods  ape  delivered  after  a  Sale  takes 
place ;  a  privilege  which  could  not  fail  to  give  an 
inconoeivable  spring  to  Commercial  pursuits  if  ex- 
tended to  all  the  other  great  branches  of  Trade. 

The  Warehouses  iit  the  Legal  Q4aay8,  where 
Sugars  and  other  West-Iodia  comiDodities  are  geae- 
rally  landed,  arc  not  equal  to  the  accommodation  o£ 
more  than  3^,000  hhds.  of  Sugar:  Those  at  the  Suf- 
ferance Wharfs,  if  not  occupied  with  other  goods^ 
would  contain  6o,000  more ;  (s)  but  as  they  are  gene- 
rally allotted  for  other  Merchandize^  and  as  it  fre- 
quently happens,  especially  during  war,  that  of  an 
importation  of  1 50,000  hhds.  in  the  course  of  six 
months,  120,000  will  arrive  in  three;  the  conse- 
quences have  been,  that  Sugars,  and  other  valuable 
commodities,  have  been  piled  upon  the  Quays  six  or 
eight  hof^heads  high. 

Under  such  circumstances,  previous  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police  Office,  the  property 

(i)  See  Tabic  of  Safierance  Wharfs,  pa|;«  32. 

D  of 
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of  the  Planters  and  Merchants  became  a  prolific 
harvest  to  the  hordes  of  plunderers  who  work  upon 
the  River,  and  prowl  about  the  Wharfs. — The  Ships 
and  Lighters  also  became  temporary  warehouses, 
equally  the  objects  of  pillage,  and  daily  and  nightly 
depredation^,  to  an  extent  that  exceeds  all  credibility; 
while  those  to  whom  the  protection  of  the  property^ 
was  then  committed  were  themselves,  in  many  in- 
stances, most  deeply  implicated  in  the  villainy. 

But  the  evil  was  by  no  means  confined  to  depre- 
dations committed  on  merchandise  thus  exposed. 
The  loose  system  which  then  pervaded,  anijl  it  is  to 
be  feared  still  pervades,  the  interior  of  the  Ware- 
houses, is  productive  of  much  abuse  and  no  little  pecu- 
lation, of  which  more  will  be  stated  in  its  proper  place. 

Having  thus  followed  the  Navigatiop  and  Com- 
merce of  the  River  Thames  regularly  through  all  its 
stages,  in  which  information  or  specific  detail,  as  ta 
the  extent  and  magnitude  of  both,  or  to  the  oeco- 
nomy  of  the  System  at  large,  appeared  to  be  useful 
and  interesting,  it  now  remains  to  take  a  general 
view  of  the  advantages  derived  by  the  State  from  the 

• 

Revenue  op  the  Port  op  London*. 

In  a  Work  of  this  nature,  minute  or  elaborate  in- 
vestigations as  to  the  importance  of  the  Trade  of  the 
Port  of  London,  as  a  great  and  prolific  source  of 
Revenue,  are  needless. — ^The  fact  is  admitted,  and 
appears  evident  from  the  details  which  have  been 

already 
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Already  given.  It  will  therefore  be  sufficient  briefly 
to  show  the  progress  of  this  great  branch  of  the 
National  income,  and  to  trace  it  from  an  early  period 
to  its  present  wonderful  amount. 

In  the  year  l6l3,  according  to  Davenant,  the 
Customs  of  the  Port  of  London  stood  thus-^ 

On  Goods  Outwards  •    .  £'f>i%y^2  i6  7 

Inwards  •  •  •       48,250     i  9 

^       ' 109,572  18     4 

In  the  same  year  the  Customs  of  all  England 

produced  only 3S»502    9    4 

Being  nearly  three  to  one  in  favour  of  the 
Metropolis. 
In  1666  the  same  Author  states  that  the 
whole  Customs  of  England  were  farmed 

by  the  year,  at 390,000    o    o 

From  1671  to  1688  the  whole  Customs  of 

England  produced  on  an  average  yearly,  only      555t75^    o    • 
From  1700    to  1714  the  Revenue  of  the 
Customs.of  England,  on  an  average  of  15 

years,  yielded     •     •  * I>352f764    o    • 

While  in  17 11  the  Customs,  as  stated  by 
Davenant  to  have  been  received  in  the 
Port  of  London  alone,  amounted  to   •    •  ^ '35314^5     O    o 
In  1725  the  Customs  of  this  Port  amounted 

to  about 1,500,000    o    o 

—  1750  .  Idem,  exclusive  of  the  Excise  on 

Spirits,  Tea,  &c.  &c.  about      •  •      •  1,750,000    o  o 

—  1775   .  Idem  •    .   .  Idem   .   .  Idem  2,250,000    o  o 

—  1785   •   Idem  •   •   •    Idem   .   •  Idem  2,500,000    o  o 

—  1795   .   Idem  •    .    .   Idem   .   .  Idem  3,643,940   9  11 

—  1796  •   Idem  .   •   •    Idem  •    •  Idem  4,168,661  11  2 

—  1798   •   Idem  •   .    •    Idem   •    •  Idem  4,815,034  16  2 

—  1799   .   Idem,  including  Convoy  duties   6,422,791     o  5 

I)  2  From 
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FroiJ}  this  just  fX)int  of  view  in  which  the  subject 
is  placed,  the  mind  must  be  struck  with  astonishment, 
f  (especTalf y  \vbm  it  -is  ^considered  that  the  immense 
f     duties  of  Excise  are  not  included,)  at  a  progress  so 
T      rapid,  under  the  weight  of  so  many  succeeding  wars, 
I       and  terminating  at  a  crisis  of  unexampled  Public 
I        expence,  in  so  splendid  a  display  of  the  Commercial 
;       enterprize  of  the  Merchants,  and  the  opulence  of 
J       the  Metropolis;  exhibiting,  at  the  same  time,  the 
ability  it  possesses  of  contributing,  in  every  exigency  of 
danger  and  difficulty,  to  the  effectual  aid  of  the  State, 
The  fact  however  is,  that  not  a  little  of  the  success 
of  the  Commerce  of  the  Port  of  London,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  spring  which  has  been  given  to  it 
by  the  wise  and  enlightened  policy  adopted  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  course  of  the  present  War. — ^Tbis 
policy,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  hostile  Nations 
to  prevent  it,  has  opened  a  lucrative  and  bene6ciat 
Trade  fo  their  respective  Covwiries^  unexampled  in  all 
former  Wars :  a  measure  highly  creditable  to  the  pene- 
tration and  judgment  of  those  who  had  strength  of 
mind  to  conceive,  and  resolution  to  execute  it,  in 
opposition  to  so  many  popular  prejudices :  a  measure, 
in  sliort,   most  admirably  calculated  to  invigorate 
Commerce,  and  the  resources  of  the  Country,   at 
the  expcnce  of  the  Enemy.  (/) 

OT^^CLrniNtj 

(/)  Notwkhstandif^  the  present  War,  and  the  varions  prolubi- 
tlons  vainly  attempted  to  be  enforced  by  our  enemies  in  Spain, 
France  and  Holland,  our  Trade  with  these  Countries,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Measures  above  alluded  to,  as  pursued  by  Govern- 
ment,  .ippcars  by  the  General  View  in  pgc  22,  to  have  been  very 
fxivowsive,  Imi>ort? 
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CONCLUWNG    ObSEBVATIO NS. 

While  every  lover  of  his  Country  must  glory  in 
its  Commercial  Aggrandizement,  and  in  the  exalted 
pre-eminence  which  she  holds  among  the  Natiosis  of  \ 
the  World  ;  the  same  spirit  of  patriotism  should  act  \ 
as  an  incentive  to  the  establishiTient  of  those  prin-  1 
cipled  of  moral  rectitude^  which  form  the  only  tnie  : 
and  solid  foundation  of  permanent  fr&fperity^  either  1 
among  Nations  or  Individuals.  ^How  much  soever 
the  mind  may  be  dazzled  with  the  glare  of  power  and 
wealth,  no  truth  is  better  established  than  this;  that 
where  riches  flow  upon  a  Country,  exhibiting  in  one 
scale  the  advantages  arising  from  the  accumulation 
of  masses  of  property^  these  blef^ings  are  but  too 
frequently  weighed  down  by  an  accession  of  crimes 
in  the  other: — these,  unless  their  increase  is  prevented 
in  due  time,  wjU  forcibly  operate  in  sapping  the 
foundation  of  all  morals,  and  iilsensibly  lead  to  those 
consequences  which  have  fatally  terminated  the  PiyiV'- 
iTy  the  Splendor^  and  even  the  Existence  of  Nations. 

The  present  state  of  society  and  manners — ^The 
wonderful  change  apparent  in  the  habits  of^  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Community — The  recent,  and 
perhaps  too  effectual  attempts  to  undermine  that 
sense  of  Religion  and  moral   rectitude,  which  re- 

Inportsand  Expoctito'^To  Spain /*947»759  i?    ^ 

and  from  the  Port  of  Lon-  f  To  France  and  Flan- 

don.ooly)  for  the  year  end- r     ^ct%   .   «  .  «  •  •    1^15,017  19    o 

ing  the  5th  of  Jan.  1798.  J  To  Holland    •    •  .   2,211,361    o  iq 

r 

♦        Total  .  •  jC«4»'74»U9  '7    6 

Strained 
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Btraincd  the  mass  of  the  people  from  minor  acts  of 
delinquency  :  All  these  considerations  call  for  such 
internal  regulations  as  may  operate  in  the  mpst  imme- 
diate manner,  in  controlling  the  ill-directed  and  tu- 
multuous activity  of  human  passions ;  to  counteract 
the  influence  of  wealth  under  its  various  attractions 
of  pleasure  and  pain ;  and  to  prevent  it  from  dis-r 
seminating  its  poison,  while  it  confers  its  blessings. 

To  effect  this  purpose^  inestimable  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  and  benevolent  and  humane  to  all 
whose  vices  and  enormities  it  tends  to  restrain,  a 
Police  must  be  resorted  to  upon  the  broad  scale  of 
General  Prevention— Mild  in  its  operations, — Effec* 
five  in  its  results ;  having  justice  and  humanity  for 
its  basis,  and  the  general  security  of  the  State  and  hir 
dividuals  for  its  ultimate  object. 

The  art  of  oeconomising  through  the  medium  of 
a  well-regulated  Police,  with  a  view  to  the  preven- 
tion of  crimes,  by  the .  introduction  of  restraints, 
perfectly  congenial  to  the  principles  of  the  British 
Constitution,  may  be  considered  as  a  new  branch  of 
Science  in  Political  Philosophy. 

Fortunately  however  for  the  best  interests  of  Man-r 
kind,  such  a  system  has  been  demonstrated  to  be 
practicable.  In  its  further  operation,  the  true  happi- 
ness and  comfort  of  the  People  will  inevitably  be  pro- 
moted ;  while  by  extending  security  to  Commercial 
Property,  the  privileges  of  innocence  will  be  pre- 
served, and  the  comforts  of  Civil  Society  eminently 
enlarged. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      II. 

Reflections  on  the  origin^  rise,  and  progress  of  Depreda- 
tions on  the  River  Thames. — Causes  assigned^  viz. 
Smuggling  pursuits  generating  Depravity — iw/«- 
nity — The  want  of  apposite  Laws,  and  the  means 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. — River  Plunder  felt 
as  a  serious  evil  about  the  middle  of  the  Century."-^ 
The  Bumhoat  Act  of  the  2d  Ge%.  III.  Cap.  28. — Its 
Provisions  explained. — Bumhoats  greatly  diminished 
since  the  passing  of  this  act — Supplied  by  the 
'IVatermens  boats.— The .  inefficacy  of  the  Bum- 
hoat Act  explained. — Culprits  support  one  another 
hy  raising  a  general  Fund  for  Penalties.     The  in- 

jury  to  the  Crown  and  the  Subject^  from  this  source 
in  tlie  Century^  estimated  at  Ten  Millions  Sterling. 
An  Inquiry  instituted  in  1 797>  '^i^h  a  view  to  the 
establishing  a  Police. — A  detail  of  the  evils  which 
the  adoption  of  the  System  developed^  1  st.  with  re- 
spect to  the  Depredations  of  River  Pirates^r-Zd. 
Night  Plunderers — 3d.  Light  Horsemen — 4th. 
Heavy  Horsemen — j/hl  Journeymen  Coopers — 6th. 
fVatermen — 7 /A.  Mud-larks — 8/A.  Rat-catchers-^ 
Qth.  Game  Lightermen — lOth.  Scuffle-hunters. — 
Pillage  on  the  Qiuiys. — Warehouses. — The  Devil 
hogsheads  explained, — The  aggregate  loss  under  pre^ 
fence  of  drawing  Samples y  estimated  at  70,000/.  a 

year  in  JVest-India  articles y  exclusive  of  general 
plunder. — Concluding  observations. 

'3  Ne 
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JN  o  sooner  had  the  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames 
arrived  at  that  point  of  respectability,  which  rendered 
it  necessary,  from  the  peculiar  situatioo  of  the  Fort, 
to  remove  Merchandise  in  large  quantities,  from  Ships 
and  Vessels  to  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the 
Landing-places,  and  vice  versa^  than  it  appears  to 
have  been  afiUpted  by  Criminal  Depredatioru 

It  is  probable,  however,  (although  the  fact  cannot 
be  clearly  ascertained)  that  this  had  not  become  a 
very  serious  evil,  until  after  the  conunencement  of 
the  18th  Century.  . 

The  progress  of  evil  propensities  was  slow,  while 
a  sense  of  Religion  and  Morality  operated  in  a  greater 
degree  than  at  present,  upon  the  minds  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people.  In  the  moral,  as.  in  the  phy- 
sical  World,  the  change  of  habit  is  gradual,  and 
often  imperceptible.  In  contemplating  the  magni- 
tude of  the  abuses  which  arc  to-  be  developed  in 
this  Work,  the  mind  is  naturally  led  to  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  which  have  produced  a  system  of 
matured  delinquency;  which  is  perhaps,  unparalleled 
in  the  criminal  history  of  any  other  country. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  disposition  to  pillage 
Commercial  Property  while  afloat,  derived  its  origin, 
in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  from  the  babit  of  Smug- 
gling, which  has  prevailed  ever  since  Revenues  were 
collected. 


The 
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The  unpopuhrity  which  attached  upon  all  Imposts 
levied  on  the  Subject  in  the  earlier  periods  of  Society, 
vbea  mcn^s  minds  were  less  expanded  and  en* 
figbtenediy  rendered  iUicit  transactions  and  frauds 
upon  tile  Slate  less  an  object  of  reproach  than  of- 
fences  cosnmitted  on  the  property  of  individuals : 
This  indeed  continues  too  mucli  the  case  even  at 
tbe  present  day,  and  hence  the  minds  of  the  OflTend- 
ers  cease  to  be  restrained  by  a  sense  of  the  moral 
turpttade  of  tbe  actioo. 

By  degrees^  probably  (though  tber  transition  waA 
easy)  little  distinction  was  made  in  illicit  transac* 
tioiisi  between  the  Adventure  of  the  Individual^  and 
the  Ftoperty  afthi  Merchant  9r  Consignee  of  the  Cargo, 
The  habit  once  acquired  of  removing* tbe  one  in  a 
clandestine  mannex^^  led  by  analogy  to  the  removal 
of  the  other. — ^The  mind  thus  reconciled  to  the  ac- 
tjociy  tbe  c^ence  screened  by  impunity,  and  appa- 
rcndy  sanctioned  by  custom^  the  habits  of  pillage 
iQcxeased :  others  seduced  by  the  force  of  example^ 
and  stimulated  by  motives  of  avarice,  soon  pursued 
tbe  same  course  of  Criminaky,  while  the  want  of 
apposite  Laws»  and  tbe  means  of  carrying  into  exe- 
cution those  that  existed,  gave  an  extensive  range  to 
Delinquency.  New  Converts  to  the  System  of  Ini^ 
quity  were  rapidly  made.  The  mass  of  Labourers 
on  the  River  became  gradually  contaminated. — A 
similar  class  i:^n  the  Quays^  and  in  the  Ware- 
bouses,  caught  the  infection,  and  tbe  evil  expanded 
^  Commerce  increased.  ^ 

Certain 
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Certain  it  is,  that  Depredations  on  the  Floating 
Property  in  the  River  Thames  were  felt  as  a  very 
serious  civil,  so  early  as  the  middle  of  the  Century  : 
since  it  appears  that  various  efforts  were  used  about 
that  period,  -to  put  the  then  existing  Laws  in  exe* 
cution,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  Thefts 
committed  on  the  Tackle,  Apparel  and  Stores,  and 
also  on  the  Cargoes,  of  Ships  and  Vessels  lading  and 
discharging  in  the  Port  of  London :  These  efforts 
proving  ineffectual  from  the  deficiency  experienced 
in  the  Laws,  recourse  was  had  to  the  Legislature, 
which  at  length  produced  the  Act  of  the  2d  of  his. 
present  Majesty,  cap,  28,  "  /o  freverU  the  com^ 
*f  mitting  of  Thefts  and  Frauds  by  persons  navi- 
'^  gating  Buffihoats  and  other  Boats  upon  the 
**  River  Thames^  —  From  the  Preamble  to  this 
Act  it  is  plain,  that  it  originated  from  the  evils 
then  felt  by  Ship«Owners  as  well  as  Merchants. 
This  Preamble  recites  "  that  many  ill-disposed  per- 
".  sonSy  using  and  navigating  upon  the  River  Thames^ 
"  certain  boatSj  commonly  called  Bumboats^  and  other 
Fesselsy  under  pretence  of  selling  Liquors  of  different 
sortSy  and  ^also  Slops,  Tobacco,  Besoms,  Fruit, 
"  Greens,  Ginger-bread,  and  other  such  like  wares, 
and  things,  to  and  amongst  the  Seamen  and  La- 
bourers  employed  in  and  about  Ships,  Vessels  and 
oiher  Craft  there,  do  frequently  tale  occasion  to 
cut,  damage,  and  spoil  the  Cordage,  Cables,  Buoys 
and  Buoy-ropes,  and  the  Head-fasts,  and  other 
'^  Fasts,  belonging  to  such  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft, 

''  and 
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^^  and  fraudulently  carry  away  the  same/^^likewise 
*^  encourage  such  Seameti  and  Labourers  to  disposs  of 
f^  such  Cordage,  Cahles,  and  Buoys,  arid  such  Goods, 
?*  Merchandise,  Materials  and  Stores,  secretly  and 
f^  unlawfully,  wherehy  great  losses  are  sustained  hy 
*^  Merchants  and  Owners  of  such  Ships  and  Vessels^ 
f^  and  other  Craft  trading  in  the  said  Biver.^' 

The  existence  of  the  evil  is  here  strongly  depicted, 
and  the  object  in  view,  seems  to  have  been  the  prar 
tection  of  the  Stores  and  Materials  of  Vessels  trading 
to  the  Port  of  London,  as  well  as  their  Cargoes. — - 
Considerable  pains  seem  to  have  been  bestowed  in 
attempting  to  reach  the  evils  that  existed,  and  a 
certain  expence  was  incurred  in  obtaining  this  Act] 
Yet,  perhaps  from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  a 
Jocal  Statute,  fourteen  years  actually  elapsed  after 
its  passing,  before  any  one  of  its  provisions  wa$ 
carried  into  effect. 

It  has  indeed  been  the  case  with  many  very 
salutary  and  wholesome  Laws,  that  they  have 
remained  a  dead  letter  to  the  great   injury  of  the 

Communitv. 

These,'  pmong  numerous  other  inconveniences, 
which  are  suffered  by  the  innocent  part  of  the 
Public,  clearly  demonstrate,  that  an  active  prin- 
ciple is  wanting  in  the  Body  Politic,  not  only  to  give 
effect  to  the  Laws  now  in  being  for  the  well-ordering 
of  Society,  but  to  suggest  others,  as.  circumstances 
change^  whereby^  the  rapid  strides  of  Delinquency 

may 
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may  be  impeckd,  and  a  greater  portion  of  Security 
extended  both  to  Life  and  Property, 

By  this  Act  it  is  provided  "  That  the  Owners  of, 
or  Persons  using  Bumboats  between  London  Bridge 
and  the  Hope  Point,  for  the  purpose  of  bartering 
their  Wares  with  Seamen  and  Labourers  in  the 
River,  should  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  Trade 
until  Registered,  Marked,  Numbered,  and  Licensed 
by  the  Trinity  Corporation ;(«)  who  are  also  authorised 
under  their  Gammon  Seal  (and  the  same  authority 
is  given  to  any  seven  or  more  Owners  or  Masters  of 
Ships  then  wholly  or  partly  in  the  River)  to  appoint 
persons  who  shall  have  authority  to  search  and  6t^ 
tain  any  Boat  having  goods  on  board,  suspected  to  be 
part  of  the  Cargo  or  Materials  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in 
the  River  Thames,  and  to  have  been  stolen  er  unlaw«> 
fully  procured;  and  also,  to  apprehend  the  persons  be**- 
longing  to  such  boat,  and  to  convey  them  before  a  Jus* 
tice,  having  local  jurisdiction,  and  in  default  of  a  satis- 
&ctory '  account  being  given,  or  the  production  of 
the  person  from  whom  the  goods  were  obtained, 
then  the  Offenders  to  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis» 
demeanor,  and  the  Boat,  Tackle,  and  Ladling  to  be 
forfeited. 

'^  Constables  and  Beadles,  and  Watchmen  while 
cm  duty,  are  authorised  to  seize  and  apprehend  per- 

(ir)  For  a  List  of  the  persons  at  present  licensed,  with  which  the 
Corporation  obligingly  furnished  the  Author,^ See  Appendix, 
No.  IL 

sons 


BIVBR  POLTtB.  4S 

9008  haying  Rof)e8,  Stores^  and  other  Goods^  snspect- 
ed  to  have  been  stolen,  or  unlawfully  procured^ 
from  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames,  and 
to  bring  the  Parties  in  like  manner  before  a  Justice : 
The  Offender,  if  imable  to  produce  a  person  to  prove 
the  aale  and  delivery,  or  to  give  a  satisfactory  ac- 
count, shall  be  adjudge^l  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 
The  goods  so  seized  are  to  be  deposited  with  the 
Churchwardens  of  the  Parish,  or  in  any  other 
convenient  place,  and  if  not  claimed  after  due 
ilotice,  they  are  to  be  sold,  ^nd  the  produce  divided 
between  the  InfcMroer  and  the  Parish. 

**  Justices  are  also  authorised  upon  Information^ 
on  Oath,  of  a  suspicion  of  the  Concealment  of  Goods, 
stolen  from  Ships  or  Vessels,  in  any  house  or  place, 
to  grant  a  warrant  to  search  ;  and,  if  Goods  are 
found,  to  convey  the  same  with  the  occupiers  of 
the  house  before  a  Justice  :  The  Offenders  refusing 
to  give  an  account  to  his  satisfaction,  by  i^hat  means 
they  were  obtained,  or  to  produce,  in  a  reasonable 
time,  the  Parties  from  whom  they  were  purchased, 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

"  The  Penalty  inflicted  by  the  Act,  in  all  the  fore- 
going cases  of  misdemeanors,  is  40s,  for  the  fii'st  Of- 
fence, and  4/.  for  the  Second,  and  every  subsequent 
Offence,  to  be  levied  by  Distress  and  Sale  ;  or,  in 
default  of  such  Distress,  the  Offender  to  be  impri- 
soned for  the  first  Offence  one  Month,  for  the  second 
two  Months,  and  for  every  subsequent  Offence,  till 
he  shall  be  discharged  by  the  Sessions. 

6  ''  Pawn- 
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*^  Pawnbrokers  and  others  are  also  authorised  and 
required  to  stop  suspected  persons  offering  goods 
to  sale,  sup^^osed  to  be  part  of  the  Cargo  or  Mate- 
rials of  Vessels,  and  to  bring  the  Parties  before  a  Jus- 
tice to  be  dealt  with  as  in  the  foregoing  cases. 

"  It  is  by  this  Act  made  an  Offence  punishable  by 
14  years'  Transportation,  to  buy  or  receive  Goods 
stolen  from  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames  ;  and  with 
seven  years'  Transportation,  to  cut,  spoil,  or  da-^ 
mage  any  Cordage,  Cables,  Buoys,  Buoy-ropes,  or 
Headfasts, ,  fixed  to  Anchors  or  Moorings  in  the 
River  Thames,  with  an  intent  to  steal  the  same; 
and  the  like  Punishment  of  seven  years'  Transporta- 
tion, is  inflicted  for  obstructing  the  execution  of  this 
Act." 

This  is  the  only  Statute  which  at  present  applies, 
in  a  direct  manner,  to  the  Depredations  committed 
on  the  River  Thames.  The  object  of  the  framers 
of  it  appears  to  have  been,  to  attach  some  punishnient 
to  cases  where  the  actual  Felony  could  not  be  proved, 
which  was  generally  impossible,  previous  to  the  Esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police. 

It  seems  also  to  have  been  conceived  at  the  time, 
that  the  chief  part  of  the  Delinquency  which  pre- 
vailed, was  facilitated  in  an  eminent  degree,  by 
persons  trading  in  Bumboats  among  the  Shipping ; 
which  suggested  the  very  proper  idea  of  placing  this 
class  of  people  under  control,  as  a  necessary  measure 
of  Police  for  the  prevention  of  Crimes. 

Whether 
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Whether  the  enforcing  the  penalties  of  this  Act, 
had  the  effect  to  banish  this  class  of  River  Hawkers 
from  the  Pool,  or  from  whatever  cause  U  has  pro- 
ceeded, certain  it  is,  that  their  number  is  greatly  di- 
minished within  the  last  20  years,  since  it  appears 
.there  are  only  at  present  155  (jr)  upon  the  Registers, 
who  have  received  Licences,  and  these  chiefly  carry 
on  their  traffic  among  the  Shipping  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gravcsend,^  where  many  of  them  reside, 
out  of  the  view  of  those  who  are  authorised  to  con- 
trol  them. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  Successors  to  these  Traf- 
fickers  in  Plunder,  were  soon  found  in  the  fraternity  of 
Watermen,  who  appear  to  have  given  at  least  equal, 
if  not  greater,  facility  in  the  removal  and  disposal 
of  Stolen  Property ;  for  the  evil,  instead  of  being 
lessened  by  the  diminution  of  the  Bumboats,  has 
been  gradually  increasing  every  year.  It  is  evide.nt 
also,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders,  and  the  nu- 
merous convictions  under  this  Act,  (j)  have  been 
equally  inefficacious  : — On  the  contrary,  it  appears 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  have  operated  in  a 
manner  diametrically  opposite  to  the  views  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  the  Ma- 
gistrates* For  the  Culprits  on  discovering  that  the 
penalty  in  the  first  instance,  and  recourse  was  sel« 

(at)  Vide  Appendix,  No,  II. 
(^)  The  Bumboat  convictions  have  exceeded  2500  since  the  Act 
was  put  in  force,  and  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  could  not  amount 
to  lesf  than  froni  six  to  seven  thousand  pounds, 

dom 
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dom  had  to  the  severer  penalties,  flmounfed  only  to 
AOs.  and  that^  previous  to  the  Institution  of  a 
River  Guard  under  the  Marine  Police,  even  this  pe- 
nalty did  not  probably  attach  to  one  offence  in  three 
w  four  hundred  J  they  established  a  general  Subscript 
iion  Ckihj  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  all  expences 
arising  from  detections,  penalties,  and  forfeitures. 
This  Subscription  the  profits  of .  their  Plunder  well 
enabled  them  to  support  :  and  hence,  instead  of  a 
check,  the  Statute  was  made  to  operate  as  a  kind  of 
licence,  and  this  mischievous  and  extensive  Confe- 
deracy was  encouraged  to  continue  its  enonnous 
Dq)redationB  on  Q^mmercial  Property  without  the 
dread  of  punishnvent ;  for  the  common  fund  secured 
them  against  all  expences  in  cases  of  conviction,  and 
indeed  against  the  possibility  of  suffering  any  mate- 
Hal  inconvenience.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered,  there- 
fore, that  the  evil  in  a  very  few  years  extended  far 
and  wide. 

During  this  warfare  upon  Commercial  Property, 
the  Crown  and  the  Subject  participated  in  the  loss 
sustained  ;  while  the  morals  and  the  industry  of  the 
Nation  were  no  less  sufferers  by  the  vice  and  the 
idleness  which  these  abominable  confederacies  disse- 
minated ;  and  which,  in  the  course  of  the  Century, 
have  subjected  the  Revenue  and  Commerce  of  the 
Country  to  an  aggregate  loss,  which  catinot  be  estimated 
at  less  than  Ten  Millions  Sterling  at  least. 

Things  were  in  this  situation  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1797,  when  an  inquiry  was  instituted  with  re- 
spect 


ktvBR  Police,  AQ 

Bp6ct  to  this  alarming  evil  in  all  its  gradations^  with 
a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  System  of  Rher  Police^ 
which  might  stem  the  torrent  of  existing  mischief, 
and  overcome  those  difficulties  which  had  hereto- 
fore baffled  the  united  efforts  of  the  Merchants;  and 
finally,  that  by  a  mild  and  prudent  application  of  the 
arm  of  legal  authority,  strengthened  by  a  competent 
civil  force,  such  measures  might  be  adopted  as  should 
be  effectual  in  subduing  the  enemy,  and  in  protecting 
the  Floating  Property  upon  the  River  Thames,  from 
a  continuance  of  the  unexampled  Depredations  to 
which  it  had  so  long  been  subject. 

This  inquiry  has  developed  the  scene  of  iniquity 
which  is  now  to  be  detailed,  ^nd  brought  under  the 

review  of  the  Reader ;  which  will  serve  at  once,  as 

> 

an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  policy  and  necessity  of 
timely  expedients,  to  prevent  that  multiplication  of 
Crimes,  which  are  the  never-failing  attendants  of 
opulence;  and  as  a  beacon  to  the  Commercial  World 
against  the  evils  resulting  from  this  source. 

After  travelling  over  Volumes  of  Documents,  ex- 
hibiting the  various  devices  to  which  Delinquents 
had  recourse  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  Plunder  on 
the  River  Thames,  it  has  been  thought  expedient  to 
arrange  the  details  respecting  this  extensive  mischief 
under  the  following  heads  :— 


E  I.  RivBii 
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I.  ^ivER  Piracy. 

This  species  of  Depredation  was  carried  on  b^ 
the  most  desperate  and  depraved  class  of  the  frater- 
nity of  nautical  Vagabonds^  aided  by  Receivers 
(equally  noxious  and  hostile  to  the  interest  of  So- 
ciety) who  kept  Old  Iron  and  Junk  Shops^  in  places 
adjacent  to  the.  River,  ever  ready  to  deposit  and  to 
conceal  th^  nocturnal  Plunder  of  these  hostile  Ma- 
rauders, who  were  generally  armed  and  equiped 
with  Boats^  either  kept  or  stolen  for  the  particular 
object  they  had  in  view. 

It  was  the  practice  of  these  Free-booters,  to 
select  dark  nights  fen*  committing  Depredations  ; 
having  previously  reconnoitered  the  River  during 
the  day^  for  the  purpose  of  n\arking  the  particu- 
lar Ships,  Vessels,  and  Crafty  most  likely  to  afford  a 
prolific  harvest,  either  from  the  nature  of  the  Mer- 
chandise, Stores,  or  Materials^  which  were  accessible, 
or  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  without  the 
protection  of  a  nightly  Watch. 

In  a  Port  where^  as  we  have  seen,  there  are  seldom 
less  than  1000  Ships  and  Vessels,  lading  and  dis- 
charging valuable  Merchandise,  and  from  200  to 
500  Craft,  in  which  a  part  of  this  Merchandise  is 
deposited  in  its  transit  to  or  from  the  Vessels  lying 
in  the  Pool,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  daring  and 
audacious  those  Miscreants  would  become,  unre« 
strained  by  any  Police,  or  any  hazard  of  apprehen- 
sion; 
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sion ;  emboldened  by  the  force  of  ihtit  Qnngs,  and 
ibe  total  want  of  a  River  Guard.  WeH  authentU 
cated  instances  have  been  adduced  of  tbdr  cutting 
bags  of  cotton^  and  other  valuables^  from  the  quarters 
df  Ships  on  their  first  arrival ;  and  even  of  theirweighing 
anchors^  and  getting  clear  off  with  these  heavy  ma- 
ttrials,  together  with  the  Oibles  and  every  pcntable 
article  upon  the  deck  of  a  Ship :  One  instance  in 
particular  occurred  a  few  years  ago^  where  an  Anie- 
rtcan  ahd  a  Cuemsey  Ship  were  plundered  in  this 
manner^  by  the  actual  removal  both  of  Anchors  and 
Gables^  ultimately  in  the  view  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Vessels,  who  were  alarmed  time  enough  to  get  upon 
deck^  to  learn  the  fact  from  the  River  Pirates  them- 
selves ;  who,  as  they  rowed  off,  told  them  that  they 
had  got  their  Anchors  and  Cables,  at  the  same  time 
wishing  them  a  good  morning. 

They  are  no  less  adroit  with  respect  to  Lighters 
having  cargoes  on  board,  wherever  they  are,  either 
unprotected,  or  where  they  are  able  to  bribe  or  over- 
awe the  watch.  Their  practice  has  been  to  cut 
Lighters  with  valuable  cargoes  a-drift,  and  to  follow 
them  until  the  tide  carries  them  to  convenient 
situations  to  be  pillaged,  and  then  to  remove  as  much 
of  the  cargo  as  their  strength,  and  'the  opportunities 
they  possess  of  concealment,  will  admit.  By  such 
means  have  the  ponderous  and  bulky  articles  of 
Tallow  and  Hemp  been  plundered  to  a  considerable 
extent ;  while  the  Tackle,  Materials,  and  Stores,  of 

B  3  Vessels, 
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Vesseifl^  of  all  dimensions,  have  suffered  severely. 
Not  seldom  also  have  the  portable  Packages  landed 
from  Ships  under  .discharge,  as  well  as  Bales, 
Boxes,  and  Trunks  of  merchandise,  in  their  transit  to 
outward-bound  vessels,  been  the  object  of  similar 
attacks. 

Previous. to  the  war,  this  class  of  audacious  plun- 
derers was  very  numerous.  The  impress-service 
diminished  them  considerably,  but  unless  the  vigour 
of  the  present  River  Police  system  is  continued, 
and  improved  by  apposite  Legislative  Powers,  and 
its  force  considerably  increased,  they  will  become 
extremely  ft)rmidable  on  the  return  of  peace,  when 
so  many  depraved  characters  will,  of  course,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Navy  and  Army. 

II.    Night  Plunderers. 

This  class  Is  chiefly  composed  of  gangs  of  the 
most  dissolute  of  the  Watermen,  who  prefer  idleness 
to  labour,  and  indulge  in  every  kind  of  low  extrava- 
gance. They  are  in  general  exceedingly  depraved 
and  audacious,  and  (like  the  River  Pirates)  arc  all  in 
connection  with  different  Receivers,  some  of  whom 
are  opulent.  Being  also  in  the  practice  of  associating 
with  the  stationary  watchmen  upon  the  Lighters, 
and  of  seducing  them  over  to  their  views,  they  have 
had  abundant  scope  for  carrying  on  their  nefarious 
designs.  Their  depredations  are  chiefly  confined  to 
unprotected  Lightcrs,which  are  generally  pointed  out 
to  them  by  watchmen  who  are  associates  in  the  same 

2  ^  criminal 
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criminal  pur^its,  and  share  in  the  booty.     On  dis- 
covering by  this  means  where  plunder  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed, chdr  practice  has  been  to  provide  themselves  with 
a  lug-boat,    seized  on  for  the  purpose,    to    pro- 
ceed to  these  unprotected  Lighters  at  midnight ;  and 
to  remove  such  parts  of  their  cargoes  as  are  acces- 
sible and  portable :    This  they  convey  immediately 
to  the  place  •  settled  by  the  Receiver,  or  criminal 
pnrcbaser,  and  there  deposit  the  spoil.    One  instance 
of  this  kind  occurred  in  January  1799  5  when  a  gang 
of  these  miscreants  were  detected  in  the  acft  of  lad- 
ing a  lug-boat  with  Hemp,  from  a  Lighter  near  St. 
Catbarine^s.     The  Hemp  was  secured,  and  one  of 
the  culprits  at  the  same  time  apprehended  by  the 
Marine  Police  Surveyors;  this  man,  becoming  after- 
wards an  evidence  for  the  Crown,  developed  a  scene  of 
iniquity  which,  from  its  nature  and  extent,  attracted 
particular  notice  •;  especially  as  the  measures  ivhich 
these  adepts  in  this  species  of  River  plunder  resorted 
to,  appeared  not  to  have  been  befoie  enrolled  in  the 
catalogue  o{  devices  practised  by   such  criminals. 
It  turned  out  on  a  full  investigation,  that  five  boat 
loads  of  HLemp,  averaging  about  15  cwt.  each,  had 
been  stolen  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  and  con- 
veyed through  London  Bridge  to  Ranelagh  Creek ; 
two  of  which  were  sold  to  a  twine  spinner  in  that 
neighbourhood.     Three  of  the  five  boat  loads,  were 
carted  down  in  the  day  time  openly,  to  the  warehouse 
of  a  Receiver  in  the  City;  while  the  other  two,  were 
conveyed  up  to  a  wharf  near  the  prenaises  of  the 

same 
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same  Receiver^  and  delivered  by  the  thieves  them* 
selves^  with  every  zppeavBxict  of  its  being  a  fair 
transaction^  and  without  any  suspicion  being  excited 
to  the  contrary ;  although  the  goods  were  actually 
f  tolen  the  night  before* 

The  mode,  however,  which  is  practised  in  con- 
veying these  articles,  differs  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  Goods  which  are  stolen.  While  in  some 
cases  delinquents  are  less  liable  to  detection,  from  the 
great  extent  of  the  Metropolis^  in  removing  their 
plunder  to  the  repositories  of  the  Receiver  in  <^en 
day ;  so  in  others^  where  articles  are  subject  to 
seizure  by  Officers  of  the  Revenue,  a  nocturnal  ex- 
pedition is  planned.  The  fraudulent  purchaser  is 
apprised  of  the  design*  He  remains  up  during  the 
night, with. open  doors,  ready  to  receive  his  associates 
in  criminalty.  The  Watchmen  in  the  tract  through 
which  they  are  to  pass,  being  generally  his  neigh« 
bours,  or  perhaps  under  his.  immediate  influence 
and  controul,are  seduced  by  a  small  gratuity  to  allow 
the  smuggling  transaction  to  pass  unnoticed,  and 
the  plunder  is,  by  this  mean,  secured  in  its  transit, 
and  is  speedily  out  of  the  reach  of  danger. 

In  the  month  of  October^  179fif  a  Lighter  was 
robbed  of  five  casks  of  American  Ashes,  of  the  value 
of  j^.50  and  upwards,  which  were  carried  at  mid-* 
nigbt  in  bags  to  the  house  of  an  opulent  Receiver, 
whs  sat  up  two  different  nights  to  receive  the 
booty.  He  remunerated  the  thieves,  by  paying  them 
a^ut  a  quarter  of  the  value^  besides  regaling  them 

with 
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liAth  k  rapper  and  liquor.  The  watchman  received 
half  a  crown  for  his  civility  in  taking  no  notice  of 
the  transaction. 

In  addition,  howeVer,  to  the  plunder  of  thtt 
Lighters,  there  has  for  a  considerable  time  existed  a 
most  extensive  and  alarming  system  of  depredation 
upon  the  cargoes  of  outward-bound  ships,  in  various 
ways,  by  this  class  of  River  Thieves.  Here  the 
amount  of  the  plunder  is  by  no  means  the  tnost  se* 
rious  evil;  fbr  in  addition  to  the  toss  of  property, 
which  the  ship-masters  are  always  obliged  to  tnake 
good,  they  frequently,  at  the  same  time,  have  an  un- 
deserved stigma  fixed  upon  their  character,  produc- 
tive of  consequences  the  most  tdlamitdu^  to  them* 
selves  and  &milies,  as  they  are  unjustly  divested  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  thereby  deprived  of 
the  very  means  of  subsistence. 

Not  long  since,  a  Boat  with  two  trunks  of  printed 
Muslins  6(  considerable  value,  w^  overtaken  and 
seized  about  midnight,  together  with  two  of  these 
nightly  plunderers,  by  the  IVlarine  t*dlice  Surveyors. 
On  examination  before  the  Magistrdte^^  it  appeared, 
that  one  of  the  culprits  had  entered  as  a  mariner  foi" 
the  voyage  on  board  the  vessel,  merely  fot  thfe  purpose 
of  slfFording  him  the  means  of  plundering  the  cargo 
while  if)  the  progress  of  stowage.  With  this  evil 
intention  in  his  mind,  he  placed  the  (w6  thinks  in 
question  in  an  accessible  situation,  close  to  (he  fort* 
scuttle,  thfe  key  of  which  (f6r  it  was  always  locked 
in  the  night)  he  took  on  shore  during  the  d§y  W  thfe 

Receiverj 
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Receiver,  who  had  agreed,  to  purchase  the  hqoif 
when  proQured,  The  Receiv^ir  got  a  sijnil^i;  key 
made;  the  original  being  returned  to  tbe.place  where 
it  usuajly  .hung  in  the  binacle,  early  in  the  afternoon, 
|o.  prevent  suspicion.  A  little  before  midnight,  the 
t\vo  thieves  went  on .hoard^  opened  the  scuttle-hatch, 
>vith  the; key  which  t|iQ, Receiver  had  procured  to 
be  made;,  and  the  two  trunks  t?cing  placed  in  a  si- 
tuatipn  to.be  handed  up  at  onpe,  thpy  were  removed 
into  the  boat  without  disfpvery  ;  and  the  property 
would  probably,  have  never  been  heard  of,  had ,  therp 
not  at  the  Ji me  been  a  vigilant  guard  upon  the  river, 

One  of  the  prisoners  made  a  capdid  confession, 
and  stated  various  other  robberies  which  had  beer^ 
committed  by  similar  devices.  In  the  course  of  his 
examination,  he  mentioned  a  particular  ship,  frpin 
which  he  and  others  had  taken  property  to  a  consir 
derable  aniouqt.  A  gentleman  present  at  the  time, 
immediately  naentioned  that  he  perfectly  recollected 
the  circujnstance,  and  the  unhappy  Qonseguences 
atteqding  the  robbery ;  for  the  unfortunate  master, 
who  now  appeared  to  have  been  perfectly  innocent^ 
lost  both  his  situation  and  his  character. 

When  great  evils  are  suffered  to  accumulate,  an4 
culprits  allowed  to  proceed  in  their  mischievous 
.courses  w}th  impunity,  they  at  length  become  so 
adroit,  so  hardened,  and  so  audacious  as  to  stop  at 
nothing ;.  and  hpnce  it  has  followed,  that  this  last  spc* 
pified  mode  of  plunder,  had  like  that  upon  homeward- 
.}}Qj)Qd  cargoes^  become  a  much  more  serious  evil  than 

has 


has  been  gepen^lly  ccHicelved ;  for  the  actual  felony 
could  rarely  be  discovered,  and  indeed,  was  seldom  or 
ever  suspected,  until, the  $bip  discharged  her  cargo  at  a 
distant  port.  Deficiencies  of  this  nature,  which  fre- 
quently were  imputed  to  inaccuracies  and  mistakes 
•in  shipping  the  cargo,  were,  in  fact,  the  resuk  of 
deliberate  acts  of  villainy,  committed  under  circum- 
stances where  no  clue  to  a  discovery  could  be  found, 
and  where  the  Owners  or  Shipmasters  were  saddled 
with  the  ultimate  loss. 

Encouraged  in  this  manner  by  the  security  against 
detection,  and  the  resource  for  plunder,  which  was 
afforded  by  the  transit  of  perhaps  not  less  than  two 
millions  of  packages,  composing  outward-bound 
cargoes  in  the  course  of  a  year  ;  it  is  certain  that  this 
species  of  depredation  has,  for  a  length  of  time,  been 
gradually  increasing  ;  and  the  River  plunderers,  per- 
haps from  the  extent  and  value  of  the  booty  which 
is  obtained,  appear,  of  late  years,  to  have  preferred 
this  mode  of  robbery;  particularly  since  the  establish  • 
ment  of  the  River  Police,  which  has,  in  so  great  a 
degree,  destroyed  the  system  of  pillage  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  honieward- bound  West-India  cargoes. 

Indeed,  when  the  state  of  morals  among  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  individuals  employed  upon  the  River 
is  considered,  it  ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder, 
that  men,  who  may  be  said  to  have  been  regularly 
trained  to  acts  of  delinquency,  whose  expensive 
mode  of  living,  in  consequence  of  depraved  habits,  • 
increases  their  wants,  and  who  are  no  longer  r^ 

strained 
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•trained  by  any  sense  of  the  turpitude  or  injustice  of 
the  action,  should  be  driven  from  one  criminal  con- 
^tracy  to  another,  to  secure  a  contitiuance  of  their 
nocturnal  depredations* 

HL   Night    Plunderers,    biKnomikatbd 

LiGHT-HoRSEMEN. 

Among  the'  various  classes  of  depredators  on  th6 
West-India  Trade  iii  the  Port  of  London,  those  de- 
nominated Ligh  Horsemen  seem  to  have  been  by  fai* 
the  most  pernicious,  inasmuch  as  the  pillage  they 
obtained,  by  the  variety  of  their  artful  practices,  waj 
generally  extensive  and  valuable. 

The  Receivers  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lliver,  on  both  sides,  were  the  chief  leaders  in  this 
peculiar  system  of  plunder;  and  it  was  always 
carried  on  by  the  connivance  of  the  Mate  and 
Revenue  Officers,  in  consequence  of  a  preconcerted 
plan,  and  agreement  to  pay  thefin  a  certain  sum  of 
money,  for  the  liberty  of  opening  and  removing  from 
auch  casks  and  packages,  as  were  accessible,  as  much 
Sugar,  G^fFee,  and  other  articles,  as  could  be 
conveyea  away  in  four  or  five  hours  during  the  dead 
of  night. — For  such  a  Licence  to  plunder,  from  20 
to  30  guineas  per  night  were  usually  paid  to  the 
Mate  and  Revenue  Officers,  who  generally  w^ent  to 
6ed,  while  the  mischief  was  going  forward,  that  they 
might  not  see  it. 

TJicse  infamous  proceedings  were  carried  on  ac- 
cording to  a  regular  system.— -The  gangs,  denomi- 
nated 
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aated  Lighi  HorsenuM^  were  generally  composed  of 
one  or  more  Receivers,  together  with  Coopers, 
Watermen,  and  Lumpers,  who  were  all  necessary  ia 
their  different  occupations,  to  the  accomplishment 
^  these  iniquitous  dedgns.-^They  went  on  board 
completely  prepared  with  Iron  CrawSj  AAus^  and 
other  utensils,  to  open  and  agaia  htad*up  the  casks—- 
with  shovels  to  take  out  the  Sugar,  and  a  number 
of  Bags  made  to  contain  ]00  lb.  each.~^The8e  Bags 
were  denominated  Black  Straps  having  been  pre* 
viously  dyed  black,  to  prevent  their  bdngseen  in 
the  night,  when  stowed  in  the  bottom  of  a  wheriy. 
The  different  members  of  the  Gang  had  each  a 
^uliar  province  assigned.T— The  Receivers  generally 
furnished  the  money  necessary  to  bribe  the  Officer* 
and  Mate  in  the  first  instance,  and  also  provided  the 
Black  Strap.  The  Watermen  procured  as  many 
boats  as  were  wanted.  The  Lumpers  unstowed 
the  casks  in  the  bold.  The  Coopers  took  out  the 
heads,  and  all  hands  afterwards  assisted  in  filling  the 
bags,  dispatching  one  boat  after  another  to  an  ap« 
pointed  place,  and  making  the  best  use  of  the  infii- 
mous  licence  they  had  purchased,  in  removing  as 
large  a  quantity  of  property  as  could  be  carried  off 
by  the  utmost  exertions  of  excessive  labour ;  which 
seldom  amounted  to  less  than  the  value  of  from  1 5oA 
to  VmL  a  night.  It  has  been  stated  upon  oath,  in  the 
course  of  Judicial  proceedings,  that  in  the  progress 
of  the  ddivery  of  a  Ship,  from  lO  to  15  Toaa  of 
&igar  have  been  rwiovad  by  thesQ  nocturnal  expe* 

ditions. 
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ditions^  exclusive  of  what  was  obtained  by  the  Lum^ 
pars  during  the  day,  which  was  always  excessive  and 
uncontrolled  wherever  .Night  Plunder  had  taken 
place.  This  indulgence  was  generally  insisted  onf 
^ad  grapted  to  Lumpers^  to  prevent  their  makings 
discovertas  of  what  .they  called,  the  Drum  Hogsheads, 
wliich  ^they  found-  ia  the  hold  on  goiiig  to  work 
in  the  morning ;  by.  which  ts  understood.  Hogsheads 
from  which  from  one-sixth  to  one-fourth  of  the  con* 
tents  had  been  taken  out  the  night  preceding. 
.  ,  It  was  ascertained  by  evidence  at  the  Old  Bailey 
a^nd  the  Assizes,  that  from  three  Ships  discharged  in 
4797,  a  quantity  of  Sugars,  equal  to  the  usual  weight 
of  30  hhds.  was  thus  removed  in  the  night,  besides 
excessive  daily  pillage ;  by  the  whole  of  which  a  loss 
was  sustained  of  nearly  three  thousand  pounds  to 
the  Planters  and  the  Revenue. 

By  such  iniquitous  practices  one  Sugar-house  near 
the  scene  of  action  was  wholly  supplied,  and  another 
in  part.— The  proprietors  were  said  to  be  the  chirf 
leaders  of  the  gangs,  and  it  was  through  the  medium 
of  Revenue  officers,  with  whom  they  had  been  long 
in  habits  of  criminal  intimacy,  that  Mates,  not  for- 
merly initiated  in  this  species  of  villainy,  were 
aeduced. 

This  dreadful  system  of  Nightly  Robbery  was  not 
'Confined  to  Sugar  alone.    Wherever  G)free  made  a 
part  of  the  cargo,  the  plunder  of  that  article,  from  its 
}>eing  more  aecessible,  was  always  enormous. 

]Rum  also  was  pillaged  in  considerable  quantities.—- 

This 
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This  was  obtained  by  mearis  of  a  regular  system, 
immediatjely  applicable  to  the  nature  of  the  article.— 
Skins  and  large  Bladders^  with  wooden  nozles,  were 
secretly  conveyed  on  board* — A  Bribe  was  given,  as 
in  the  case  of  Sugar  and  Coffee,  to  the  Mate  and 
Revenue  Officers  for  a  Licence  to  draw  off  a  certaia 
quantity  jrom  each  cask,  for  which  purpose  a  pump, 
usually  denominated  a  Jigger^  was  previously  pro- 
vided, and  also  tin  tubes  calculated  to  render  the 
booty  accessible  in  every  situation. — By  such  devices 
the  Skins  and  Bladders  were  filled^  and  large  quan* 
tities  removed  to  the  Houses  of  the  Receivers  during 
the  night.  All  the  Ships  thus  circumstanced,  were 
denomiinated  Game  Ships. — It  is  not  possible  to  ascer- 
tain what  proportion,  in  a  Fleet  of  370  or  400  Sail 
might  be  in  this  unfortunate  predicament. — ^The  in- 
formation of  persons  who  had  access  to  know  much  of 
what  was  going  forward,  state  it  at  one-fourth ;  while 
others  do  not  suppose  that  this  species  of  systematic 
depredation  could  extend  to  ftigre  than  one-fifthr^^ 
Certain  however  it  is,  that  the  Plunder  through  this 
medium  was  excessive,  and  went  to  an  extent  in 
Sugar,  Coftee,  Rum,  Pimento,  Ginger,  and  other 
articles,  which  exceeds  all  credibility. 


IV.  HEAyr 
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IV.  Heavy-Horsemen^  or  Day  FLusTDEREiid. 

Under  the  description  of  Heavy  Horse^  is  com- 
prised that  class  of  labourers  called  Lumpers, 
who  are  chiefly  .employed  in  the  lading  and 
discharging  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thames. — ^They  consist  of  a  body  of  about  seven 
hundred  men,  who,  from  long  habit,  have  acquired 
both  a  knowledge  of  the  means  of  committing  de- 
predations on  Commercial  Property,  and  the  incli- 
nation, wherever  opportunities  offer,  of  reducing  it 
to  practice. — To  this  phalanx  of  delinquents  may  be 
added  about  seven  hundred  more,  who  are  also 
c^ccasionally  emplo}Td  in  the  same  line,  when  the  , 
Port  is  crowded  with  Ships,  and  are  generally  well 
disposed  to  follow  the  example  of  the  more  regular 
Lumpers  in  acts  of  pillage  and  depredation  ;  though 
they  have  seldom  shared  to  the  same  extent  in  the 
Plunder  which  has  been  obtained. — ^Those  who  be- 
came the  greatest  adepts  in  the  art  of  spoliation,  and 
resorted  to  peculiar  devices  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending their  resource  for  booty,  were  distinguished 
^m  the  general  mass,  by  the  appellation  of  Heavy 
Horse. — ^Thcse  never  failed  to  provide  themselves 
with  habiliments,  suited  to  the  purpose  of  secreting 
and  removing  whatever  they  could  pilfer  and  steal  of 
the  Ship's  cargo  during  the  discharge. — ^Many  of 
them  were  provided  with  an  under  dress,  denomi- 
nated a  Jemmey,  with  pockets  before  and  behind : 
also  with  long  narrow  bags  or  pouches,  which,  when 

1  filled. 
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filled,  were  lasbed  to  their  legs  and  thighs,  and 
concealed  under  wide  trowsers. — By  these  means 
they  were  enabled  to  carry  off  Sugai's,  Coffee,  Cocoa^ 
Ginger,  Pimento,   and  every    other  article  whith 
qould  be  obtained  by  pillage,  in  considerable  qaan« 
tities. — And  as  the  mistaken   parsimony  of  Ship 
Owners  and  Ship  Masters,  in  not  victualling  these 
Lumpers  on  board,  furnished  them  with  an  excuse  to 
go  on  shore,  in  many  instances,  three  times  a  day, 
they  generally  endeavoured  to  be  completely  laden 
each  time ;   more  especially  in  cases  where  Night 
Plunder  took  place,  for  then  (as  has  already  beea 
observed,)    they   had   an   unrestrained   Licence   to 
Plunder  ad  lihilum ;  and  under  such  circumstances, 
in  the  cant  language  of  these  miscreants,  the  Ship 
was  denominated  Gams :  and  the  Contracting  Lum« 
per  had  their  labour  without  pay,  by  which  means 
he  pocketed  the  whole  of  the  money  received  for 
delivering  the  cargo, — Indeed,  it  has  been  clearly 
established  by  the  testimony  of  not  a  few  of  th«- 
parties  themselves,   that  when  Ships  were  known 
(from  the  character  of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  a  feet 
easily  ascertained  by  their  connection  and  intercourse 
with  Receivers,)  to  be  GamCy  interest  was  made  with 
the  Contracting  Lumper  to  be  admitted  to  work  oa 
board  without  any  pay,  trusting  to  the  chance  of 
4^1  under  for  remuneration ;  which  often  enabled  the 
criminal  labourers    to   divide  from   one   to   three 
guineas  a-piece  every   night;    while   the  class  of 
irregular  Lumpers,  who  were  not  in  the  same  con- 
federacy, 
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fcderacy,  might  share  about  half  as  much.-^In  sufch 
cases,  the  evil  example  which  universally  prevailed, 
contaminated  the  whole  mass,  and  Coopers,  Revenue 
OfficerSy  and  the  Ship's  Crew,  all  participated  in  th^ 
spoil,  while  the  injured  Proprietors  were  all  the  while 
unconscious  of  the  losses  they  suffered. 

Volumes  of  evidence,  upon  oath,  could  be  adduced 
of  the  shocking  lengths  to  which  this  pillage  ex- 
tended, and  the  wide  range  it  embraced ;  buf  as  the 
detail  would  be  too  tedious,  it  may  be  only  necessary 
to  mention  that  it  has  been  ascertained  bv  the 
voluntary  confession  of  one  of  the  principal  leaders, 
that  out  of  ten  Ships  discharged  in  the  RivcrThamcs, 
in  the  Autumn  of  1797,  the  Sugar  alone  stolen  by 
a  particular  Gang,  although  sold  near  fifty  per  cent, 
under  its  real  value,  produced  no  less  than  3972/. 

The  plunder  thus  obtained  was  not,  like  the  nightly 
depredations,  confined  to  a  particular  class  of  ships. 
It  extended  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  every 
ship,  without  exception,  from  the  West-Indies,  Where 
extreme  vigilance  w^as  exercised  by  the  Ship-master 
or  Mate,  the  loss  was  of  course  greatly  diminished. 
Where  no  extraordinary  attention  prevailed,  which 
was  generally  the  case  with  the  major  part  of  the 
Ships,  the  pillage  was  always  cGus'uierahk,  while  in 
the  Game-ships  it  was  excessive.  This  state  of  the 
case  does  not  rest  on  vague  information.  It  is 
confirmed  by  the  evidence  of  those  who  were  in 
a  situation,  for  a  greaj  length  of  time,  to  witness 

the 
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the  whole  of  the  iniquitous  pracdces  which  prevailed 
ID  the  discharge  of  the  Fleets  from  the  West-Indies,  (^i) 
The  Lumpers  however,  do  not  appear  to  be  the 
only  class  of  delinquents  who  have  profited  by  the 
system  of  depredations  which  has  been  explained, 
since  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  pillage  fell  to 
the  share  of 

V.  Journeymen  Coopers. 

The  labour  of  this  class  of  Mechanics  being  ne- 
cessary to  repair  casks  and  packages,  which  have 
suffered  injury  in  the  stowage ;  about  four  hundred 
src  supposed  to  be  employed  in  difFerent  vessels 
under  discharge,  when  the  Port  is  crowded.  A  large 
pioportion  of  these  men  were  accustomed  to  convey 
on  shore  considerable  quantities  of  Sugar,  Coffee, 
and  other  articles,  on  leaving  West-India  fhips 
after  they  quitted  work  in  the  evening ;  and  they 
have  been  even  known  to  break  hogsheads  wilfully  to 
obtain  plunder,  when  it  was  not  accessible  from  the 
general  bad  condition  of  the  cargo.  It  has  also  been 
understood,  that  they  were  even  permitted  to  take 
greater  liberties  than  the  Lumpers,  and  to  pillage 
larger  quantities,  as  they  were  seldom  challenged  or 
restrained^  while  on  some  occasions  it  was  customary 
to  check  the  rapacity  of  the  Lumpers.(^) 

(a)  For  the  classes  and  number  of  these  Laboureny  denominated 
Lompersy  and  the  probable  proportion  of  the  corrupt  to  the  honest 
s<e/M/  Chapter  IV.  (Div.  4.) 

(6)  For  the  probable  number  of  this  class  wbo  may  be  considertd 
as  Ddinqucntt  see /#if  Chapter  IV.  (Dir.  6.) 

F  VI.  WXtermbn. 
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VL  Watermbit; 

In  all  larg6  Societies,  more  especially  among  the 
lower  ranks  of  mankind,  there  is  generally  a  certain 
proportion  pf  impure  morals  and  loose  conduct. — Ex- 
perience has  shown  in  a  great  many  instances,  that 
not  a  few  of  the  Watermen  who  seek  their  living  on 
the  River  Thames  are  of  this  description. (r) 

Wherever  they  assist  in  $muggliqg  transactions, 
it  is  well  known  that  the  payment  they  receive  is  far 
beyond  what  is  obtained  fcnr  ordinary  labour.-^The  ' 
same  is  the  case  with  respect  to  artiqlea  pilfered, 
where  they  are  not  thema^lves  imme^is^tely  con- 
cerned.— ^Whether  prompted  by  idleness  prodi* 
gality  or  avarice,  a  certaia  class,  wbo  axe  denominated 
G^ie  fValemienj  prefer  this  speciesi  of  employment  to 
all  others. — ^Thcir  system,  has  been  to  begin  by 
offering  their  services  as  soon  a^  a  Ship  arrives,  to 
Smuggle  the  private  adventures  of  the  Officers  and 
Crew. — An  acquaintance  by  this  means  takes  place, 
and  hints  are  given  that  they  will  afford  equal  faci- 
lities in  conveying  on  shore,  and  also  in  finding 
purchasers  for,  any  part  of  the  cargo  that  can  bo 
obtained. — ^Thus  encouraged,  the  Crews  of  the  ves- 
sels are  induced  to  follow  the  evil  examples  before 
them,  in  adding  to  the  number  of  the  Plunderers, — 
And  where  Watermen  become  their  agents,  these 
latter  generally  enjoy  a  full  moiety  of  the  profit. 

(c)  For  an  estimate  of  their  Rumbers  mb/m/  Chap.  IV.  {J3it*  f*) 

In 


In  M  West^Tndb  Shipi^  where  Plmder  wa»  likelj 
to  be  obtained,  several  of  this  class  were  aeoasto^Aocl 
to  assemble  with  their  boats  round  the  Bows  and 
Quarters,  ready  to  te6cAv%  ba^  ahd  parcels  of  stolen 
art4Gi^  with  which,  in  consequence  of  a  precon- 
certed plan,  they  inunediately  rowed  on  shore  and 
secured  the  booty^^^In  every  instance  where  they 
were  not  themselves  tbr  actual  thieve^  they  were 
able  and  alert  auxiliaries;  and  in  a  pourse  *  of  years 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police^ 
obtained;  very  large  sums  by  tho  assistance  they 
tbos  afforded  to  every  class  of  Depredators  on  tb^ 
River. 

A  Ship^Master  who  had  been  a  stiaoger  in  the 
BiveTx  nnding.  himself  beset  by  a  gang,  of  audacioins 
Lumpersi.  who  insisted  on  carrying  away  Plunder 
in  ^ite  of  all  his  eseruons  to  prevent  it,  while 
be  was  engaged  opon  deck  in  searching  these 
mtscreantSf  a  barrel  of  Sugar  (his  private  pro-f 
perty)  which  stood  in  the  cabin,  was  in  the  course 
of  a  few  •  minutes,  emptied  and  removed  in  bags 
through  the  cabin  windows^  under  which  a  Water-* 
man  with  bis  boat  lay  to  receive  it,  and  got  clear  off 
wit^ub  discovery,  to  the^  surprize  of  the  Captain 
when  he  returned  to  his  cabin. 

In  the  various  ramifications  of  this  extensive  and 
nefarious  system,  the  next  in  order  of  the  criminal 
auxiliaries  were  a  class  of  low  and  miserable  beings, 
who  are  accustomed  to  Grub  in  the  River  at  low 
wit€tf  ^  old  Ropes^  Metals  and  Coals ;  and  from 

F  2  that 
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that  circumstance  geoerally  were  known  by  the  ap- 
pellation of 

'  In  all  ciises  where  any  West  India  or  other  Vessel 
under  discharge  was  known  to  afiord  a  resource  for 
Pillage,  and  was  from  that  circumstance  denomi** 
nated  a  Oame  Ship^  these  Grubbers  were  accustomed 
to  prowl  about  in  the  Mud  under  her  Bow  and 
Quarters^  for  the  purpose  of  receiring  froth  the 
Lumpers^  and  others  who  were  employed  in  the 
deliTciy,  bags  and  handkercbie&  of  Sugar,  Coffee, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  conveyed  to  the 
bouses  and  shops  of  the  Receivers,  according  to  the 
plan  which  had  been  preconcerted  by  the  confede* 
rates  in  this  general  Gonspiracy.-^And  as  the  recep- 
tacles for  the  Plunder,  conveyed  in  this  manner^  were 
seldom  at  any  great  distance  frcxa  the  River,  they 
were  enabled  to  make  many  trips  in  the  course  of  a 
tide. — ^It  has  been  also  a  practice  with  these  Mud- 
larks to  prowl  about  in  the  vicinity  vf  the  Dbck 
Gates,  under  pretence  of  Grubbing  for  Nails ;  but 
the  principal  object  is  to  receive  sheets  of  Copptr^ 
and  Copper  Nails,  which  are  thrown  to  them  by 
artificers  and  labourers  on  the  stages,  with  whom 
they  divide  the  booty. 


VIII.  Rat^ 
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VIII.  Rat-Catchers. 
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'  The  ingenuity  of  men,  devoid  of  the  principles  of 
moral  rectitude^  is  ever  fertile  in  devising  the  means 
of  acquiring  sup^rt  by  criminal  expedients. — ^Among 
the  various  classes  of  delinquents,  who  have  contri- 
buted to  the  removal  of  Plunder  from  Ships  and 
Vessels  in  the  River  Thames,  are  to  be  included  a  set 
of  individuals  who  pretend  to  follow  the  profession 
of  Rat'Caichers. — ^Many  ships  being  infested  with 
rats^—recourse  is  had,  to  persons  who  pretend 
to  have  a  knowledge  of  the  means  of  destroying 
them. — ^They  are  permitted  with  this  view  to  go  on 
board  in  the  night  to  set  their  traps^  and  afterwards 
to  visit  them  at  such  hours  as  they  choose  to  prescribe 
to  themselves»-«-In  this  situation  they  become  useful 
auxiliaries  to  Lumpers  andothers,  who  have  concealed 
Plunder  in  the  hold^  until  a  convenient  opportunity 
occurs  for  removing  it,  which  they  generally  are 
enabled  to  accomplish  without  suspicion  .-r-It  has 
been  said  that  in  some  instances,  they  not  only  com* 
mit  depredations  themselves,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
gettiqg  access  to  different  ships,  and  to  increase  the 
demand  for  their  jfircfessional  labours^  they  have  even 
been  accustomed  to  convey  the  Racs  alive  from  one 
ship  to  another,  as  a  means  of  receiving  payment  for 
catching  the  same  animals  three  or  four  times  over. 

Such  were  the  various  devices  which  had  been 
resorted  to^  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  and  convey- 
ing 
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ing  away  the  Plunder  from  Ships  and  Vessels^  under 
discharge,  in  the  Rivpr  Tham^s.-^TIlis  system  how- 
ever, extensive  as  it  appearsr  to  have  been,  did  not 
comprise  the  whole  of  the  mischief;  since  it  is  known 
that  the  Cargo  was  no  sooner  j^moved  into  the 
Lighters,  than  it  became  a  prey  to  a  new  class  of 
Jliver  Plunderers,  generally  denominated 

rX^f  Game  Lwjuteiim^k, 

This  class  of  aquatic  labourers  are  stiled  yourney-' 
men. — ^They  comprise  a  very  large  body  of  men, 
part  of  whom,  it  is  to  be  hc^ed,  are  not  of  the 
criminal  fraternity. (rf). 

In  addition  to  the  Pillage  which  these  Journeymen 
Lightermen  were  accustomed  to  obtain  in  the  Ligh- 
ters, in  their  passage  from  the  Ships  to  the  Quays, 
and  afterwards  while  they  lay  fop  their  turn  to  dis- 
charge, they  were  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  auxiliaries 
to  the  Mates,  Lumpers,  and  others,  by  concealing 
in  their  Lockers,  Sugar,  Caffee,  and  other  articles, 
comprising  part  of  the  general  Pillage,  which  they, 
conveyed  on  shore,  in  consequence  of  a  previous 
agreement  to  receive  a  certain  share  of  the  booty.— 
The  capacity  of  the  Lockers,  which  are  generally 
about  five  feet  long,  and  from  three  to  four  feet  wide, 

{i\  The  w]K)k  pKohabk  VBOuot  of  their  nanber,  and  the  pn^or, 

tipp  oC  Delinquents  among  tjiem  is  ipoc(  fuUy  autcd  io  tlvp  ftb  I]^vU 
sloq  of  t)ie  4th  Chapter, 

and 


*ii4  colbulated  to  bold  donsideniblii  quantities  of 
goods^  not  only  enables  these  Lightermen  to  remove 
bulky  and  yaloable  articles^  whether  stolen  or  snnig- 
gled^  but  also  to  conceal  them  instantly  from  public 
view ;  by  #blch  ineans  whole  bags  of  Offee^  Ginger^ 
Pimeftt^^  and  Other  articles^  including  large  quM* 
titles  of  Sugar,  have  been  frequently  conveyed  un- 
noticed (ktm  West^India  Ships.  The  stolen  pro* 
party  if^hich  was  thus  concealed  and  locked  up^ 
generally  remained  until  the  Lighter  was  discharged 
of  her  Cargo^  and  afterwards  until  removed  to  the 
nstlal  station  for  empty  Craft,  off  the  Cnstom-hc/use 
Quay.  Suspicion  being  then  at  rest,  means  were 
found  by  the  assistance  of  Skifli  to  land  the  daodsg 
and  convey  tbefn  to  the  houses  of  the  Receivers. 

A  respectable  Officer  of  the  Customs  confirmed 
^httt  is  thus  stated  to  have  been  the  practice.  In 
1795,  he  seized  lO^lb.  of  Sugar  and  a  bag  of  Ccffecg 
in  the  act  of  being  removed  from  a  Lighter  by  meana 
of  a  SkifF.^*In  the  same  year  he  seized  another  bag 
of  Coffibe  in  a  similar  situation,  weighing  78  lb.  and 
a  bag  of  Sugar,  weighing  58  lb. 

In  addition  however,  to  these  Partnership  Con* 
eems,  the  Game  Lightermen  traded  to  a  consider* 
able  extent  on  thei^  own  accomut,  amd  seklom  faikd 
10  avail  themselves  of  eveiy  opportunity  thafi  offered^ 
whereby  they  could  abstract  a  part  of  th^  Carga 
under  their  charge;  for  which  purpose  they  resorted 
(o  those  various  devices  in  which  the  minds  of  men^ 
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in  a  course  of  Criminal  Turpitudej  zxe  but  too 
fertile. 

Among  other  contrivanpes  when  tbeCargo  in  trust, 
and  other  circumstances  (such  as  a  good  understand- 
ing with  the  Revenue  Officer)  offer  a  resource  for 
Plunder,  measures  are  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
losing  the  tide,  that  time  may  be  given  to  effect  the 
object  in  view«  The  Lighter  is  removed  to  a  con- 
venient situation.  Gisks  and  packages  are  opened, 
and  a  Skiff  attends  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  on 
shore^  in  the  night,  the  Plunder  which  is  obtained. 

A  Lighter  having  taken  on  board  a  cargo  of  Oil 
from  a'Vessel,  which  had  arrived  from  the  British 
Colonies  in  America,  the  Lightermen  who  had  her 
in  charge,  wilfully  contrived  to  lose  the  tide  in  her 
way  up  the  River.  Having  thus  obtained  time  for 
the  nefarious  design  which  they  had  meditated,  they 
employed  it  in  turning  all  the  Casks  with  the  bungs 
downwards,  with  a  view  to  profit  by  the  Leakage 
which  should  run  into  the  hold  of  the  Lighter,  and 
under  the  Cieling.  Fortunately  the  Proprietor,  who 
had  suffered  much  by  unaccountable  deficiencies  on 
former  occasions,  was  upon  his  guard. — He  attended 
upon,  the  Quay,  while  the  Lighter  was  discharged, 
and  bis  suspicion  being  excited  by  the  Casks  appear- 
ing to  have  been  removed  from  dbeir  original  position, 
and  discovering  a  deficiency,  his  attention  was  di- 
rected to  the  hold  of  the  Lighter,  where  perceiving 
a  vast  leakage  of  Oil,  he  ordered  a  part  of  the  Cieling 
to  be  taken  up,  and  filled  no  less  than  15  Casks 

with 


RtTBR  POI.ICB.  J9 

yfinth  the  Oil  which  had  thus  been  purposely  ab-> 
stractcd.  The  Lightermen  bad  the  eifrontety  to 
ciahn  it  as  their  perquisite,  and  seemed  highly 
ofiended  at  being  deprived  of  it.  This  discovery 
however,  clearly  explained  by  what  means  he  had 
been  plundered  on  former  decagons.  (^) 

When  Sugars,  Coffee,  Pimento,  and  Ginger  are 
thus  circumstanced,  not  a  few  of  the  Casks  and 
Packages  are  reduced  considerably  in  their  contents 
before  they  reach  the  Quay,  where  they  are  to  be 
discharged.-— Of  this  species  of  Pillage  many  in* 
stances  have  occurred,  and  it  has  generally  been  felt 
as  a  veiy  serious  evil  t-*— not  confined  to  the  West- 
India  Trade  alone,  but  pervading  the  whole  Cem*- 
merce  of  the  Bher  >''^ven  Staves  and  Timber  of  ^ 
different  kinds  have  been  purloined  in  this  manner. 

A  case  occurred  about  four  years  ago,  where  a 
quantity  of  American  Staves  were  stolen  from  the 
Cargo  of  the  Lighter,  concealed  in  one  of  those 
Lockers,  and  afterwards  disposed  of  clandestinely 
at  an  under  price.  Logwood  and  Fustic,  and  aii 
Dye-woods,  have  been  generally  subject  to  exces* 
sive  Plunder,  both  in  the  Lighters  and  on  the 
Wharfs,  from  the  ease  with  which  they  can  be  re- 
moved. It  is  not  uncommon  to  throw  Logwood 
apd  Fustic  over  board,  for  the  purpose  of  picking 
it  up  when  the  tide  ebbs. 

The  truth  in  &ct,  is,  that  nothing  escapes  the, 

(r)  See  Treatise  on  the  Pc^ce  of  the  Metropolu. 

rapacious 
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nipacioas  grasp  of  these  aquatic  Carriers  f  and  ibeir 
ingenuity  has  ever  been  on  the  stretch  to  devise  tb«h 
means  of  converting  Pillage  into  Perquisites. 

In  spite  of  the  greatest  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Master  Xrightermen,  who  arc  generally  very  respect^ 
able,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  control  their 
Journeymen^  or  to  keep  them  within  the  bounds  of 
honesty. 

While  their  Lighters  are  at  the  Quays^  instances 
have  occurred^  where  the  Journeymen  have  entered 
into  a  conspiracy  with  the  Watchman  (who,  on 
many  occasions,  in  the  throng  of  the  Season^  ia 
aeud  to  be  a  man  of  their  own  appointment)  to 
plunder  their  own  Lighters  for  several  nights  succea* 
sivety^  which  is  the  more  easily  effected,  as  pre* 
tencea  can  never  be  wanting  to  go  on  board  at  all 
hours  of  the  nighty  without  exciting  the  least  sus- 
picion^ inasmuch  as  these  men  belong  to  the  Lighter, 
And  are  supposed  to  be  on  board  for  a  useful  purpose, 
to  watch  the  tidea,  when,  in  point  of  fact,  thesd 
visits  are  actually  to  commit  Depredations. 

Having  thus  traced  Commercial  Property  through 
fdl  its  stages  of  danger,  while  moving  in  transit  on  th# 
River  Thames,  it  remains  now  to  follow  it  to  the 
Landing  Place :  Here  it  is  discovered  to  be  again 
assailed  by  an  assemblage  of  banditti  who  pass  by 
the  name  of 


X.  SCUFPLB^ 
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These  are  literally  composed  of  that  lowest  class 
of  the  community^  who  are  vulgarly  denominated  the 

Tag-Bag  and  BahtailU) 

When  Goods  are  shipping  or  landing  upon  the 
QuaySy  they  are  ever  ready  to  offer  their  assistance  to 
work  as  porters  by  the  day  or  the  hour,  and  they 
generally  come  prepared  with  long  aprons,  not  so 
much  as  a  convenient  habiliment  to  enable  them  the 
better  to  perform  their  labour,  as  to  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  suddenly  concealing- what  they 
pilfer^  with  which,  when  obtained,  they  generally 
disappear.  The  number  of  these  Miscreants,  who 
arc  annually  punished  by  the  Lord-Mayor,  for  piU 
lage  upon  the  Quays,  sufficiently  demonstrates  the 
extent  of  the  evil;  especially  when  it  is  recollected, 
that  previous  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Quay 
Guards  by  the  Marine  Police,  and  during  the  total 
want  of  a  competent  force  upon  the  Wharfs,  not 
one  in  fifty  who  committed  acts  of  Delinquency 
was  punished.  The  fact  is,  that  the  pillage  they 
committed  on  the  Quays  was  excessive,  and  it  will 
cease  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  since  the  genera! 
imswer  of  most  Vagabonds,  to  the  interrogatory  of 
Magistrates  as  to  their  means  of  subsistance  is,  that 
they  wQrk  at  the  water-side. 

\f)  Thpr  iBi|«beit  arc  wii^pMi  ia  Ch«p.  IV.  (Pin  i  u). 

It 
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It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  in  developing  this  wid<r 
extended  System  of  Pillage^  the  Delinquency  \vhich 
attaches  to  Commercial  Property^  must  be  siill  far- 


j       thcr  followed,  even  to 

__Ipb  Wabehouses.^j 

In  these  receptacles  it  might  reasonably  have  been 
I  expected,  that  the  danger  would  have  ceased.  But 
here  too  the  evil  appears  to  be  equally  prominent, 
and  the  effect  it  produces,  even  more  severe,  as  it  ap- 
plies to  Commercial  Property;  since  the  loss  not  only 
comprises  the  original  value  of  the  Property  pur- 
loined, but  also  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  either  paid 
or  secured,  upon  all  Merchandise  thus  deposited. 

If  the  universal  admission  of  all  persons  engaged  in 

the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames,  as  to  the  deficiencies 

which  are  uniformly  experienced,  far  beyond  what 

can  arise  from  natural  waste  or  shrinkage,  should  not 

i  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  evil  prac- 


tices which  prevail  in  the  Wareheuses,  recourse 
might  be  had  to  the  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  the  Re- 
cords of  the  Courts  of  Criminal  Justice,  as  an  indis- 
putable confirmation  of  the  existence  of  the  evil 
to  a  very  great  extent. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  which  these  Docu« 
mencs  furnish,  specific  details  have  been  given  upon 
oath,  by  persons  who  have  long  worked  as  Labourers 
in  the  different  Warehouses,  which  tend  in  a  v^ry 

eminent 
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eminent  degree  to  devdope  the  cause  of  the  uniform 
cleficiencies  which  are  discovered^  particularly  in  the 
articte  of  Sugar. 

These  details  state,  that  the  Plunder  in  the  Ware- 
houses is  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  that 
the  chief  instruments  are  the  Journeymen  Coopers^ 
an^^ifilbme  insfance^  the  Gangsmen  :  That  as'ofteir 
as  these  Coopers  attend  for  the  purpose  cf  drawing 
Samples,  they  are  followed  hy  a  person  who  is  cal* 
led  a  Sweeper,  whose  duty  it  ia  to  sweep  the  sugar 
from  the  top  of  each  hogshead,  from  which  samples 
have  been  drawn:  £ach  sample  generally  consists 
of  four  or  five  pounds  of  Sugar,  which  is  carried 
off  by  the  Journeyman,  supposed  to  the  hoixse  of  his 
Master,(n)  while  nearly  an  equal  quantity  generally 
remains  on  the  head  of  each  hogshead,  from  which 
samples  have  been  drawn:  this  is  swept  into  a  basket, 
and  when  full  conveyed  to  a  general  Receiving 
Hogshead,  called  a  Devil,  which  is  placed  for  that 
purpose  in  one  comer  of  the  Warehouse,  and  to 
which    every    hogshead  or  cask  deposited  in  the 


■••*, 


(»)  By  the  1 3th  Regahtion  of  the  West  India  Merchants,  at  t 
Oenend  Meeting,  held  on  the  27th  of  April  1790,  it  i«  reoom* 
mended,  that  sugars  be  drawn  only  once,  and  sben  fir  LoU'mi; 
and  that  the  quantity  tbtm  taken  be  only  one  pound  and  a  half^ 
tiv  order  to  fomish  two  Lotting  Samples.-^One  for  the  Seller 
and  one  for  fiayer.  fiy  the  15th  article,  the  YlTkarfingert  axe  de- 
sired to  inspect  the  samples  occasionally!  and  to  stop  all  Coopers 
conveying  away  Samples,  exceeding  the  weight  which  is  thus 
allowed,  or  the  number  contained  in  the  order  for  that  pirpose. 

Ware- 
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Wsj^ehouie  is  aeid  to  oontributc  more  of  less*** 
When  fiili,  this  Devil-Hogshead  it  remored  to^ 
the  Purchaser,  and  replaced  by  another.— There  is 
mid  to  be  geiieralljr  one,  and  flometimes  two  of 
these  Receiving  Hogsheads  mi  each  Warehouse/'-^ 
If  it  be  dtsoovered,  that  any  one  or  more  Hogthcadft 
fveigb  one  quarter  or  half  an  hundred  above  the  land* 
lag  weight)  the  overplus  is  taken  out  and  deposited 
in  the  Devil  Hogshead.  It  is  asserted  to  be  the  prac<- 
tiee  of  the  Labourers  who  work  onder  the  Gangsmen, 
to  draw  fhxn  four  to  ten  pounds  of  sugar,  from  as 
aairf  hogsheads  as  are  acces^ble,  t^ing  cane  tb 
atieni  to  the  moist  or  dry  state  of  the  sugflf  ,  so  a«  not 
19  occasion  •  deficiency,  for  which  the  Wharfinger 
can  be  rendered  accountable.  By  thesevarioos  Sys- 
lems  of  Pillage,  a  great  aggregate  loss  h  sustained  by 
the  West-India  Pianters  and  Merchanta^  wbidh,  in» 
elttdifig  the  Phmder  of  the  inferior  Labourers  and 
SeuiHe^bunters,  who  ai«  occasionally  employed  in 
these  WarehoosesF,  has  been  esthnated  to  aiferage,  ex- 
cfcisive  of  ik$  fr^tmd  and  a  half  alUmed  for  iw^  sam- 
ples^ to  sixteen  pound  weight  a  bogshead,which  upon 
a  medium  imporfaiiofl  of  130,000  bogsbeada  of  sugar, 
at  the  present  price  of  sugars,  would  amount  to  about 
Siventy  thousand  founds  sterling  a  year!  and  this, 
independent  of  the  Pillage  on  other  articles  of  the 
grdmh  and  produce  of  the  West  India  Islands. 

AccorcUng  to  the  evidence  of  a  respectable  Re- 
venua  Officer^  .the  Plttoder  of  the  Warefaouaes  by 

Journeymen 
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Journeyttten  GoopeiB,  under  the  pfetenoe  of  taking  \  1 
•MDples,  ia  very  enormdns.  Ho  has  tmoed  them  \ 
frequeeMy  tiQ  the  abops  of  known  Receivers^  partU  ^ 
enlarly  a  not((d  one  in  St*  Mary's  HiU^  but  has  been  j  ^ 
^Ascomtged  frooh  following  up  these  detections^  from 
the  ciicttfMtance  of  bis  having  found  upon  one  ocea^ 
WOy  wbw  diretDted  l^  the  Board  of  CustoBBs  to  pcoi^ 
secnte  a  Joarney«um  Cooper^  that  be  was  piotected 
bybisMaater*  . 

There  are  several  Public  Houses  in  the  neighbour-* 
hood  of  Th^imes-slreet,  to  which  the  Jouraeyinen 
Coopexs  resorc  with  their  Boat ds  of  Sugar.— in.  thaso 
irepeptacles  a  kind  of  market  is  beld^  v^here  the  'snail 
Qrocecs  attend^  and  by  means  of  fictitious  Bills  oS 
Fai^s  cover  the^  stojien  Property  to  tbeir  respectim 
houses*  A  vaat  deal  of  Sugar  ploodered  ia  the- 
Warehouses,  and  also  double  samples  of  Rum  are 
sold  in  these  houses. — ^The  parties  who  forui  this 
criminal  confederacy^  are  said  to  be  gteat  adepts  ii% 
elMdiilg^  Jittscic&t^-Tbey  hmm  estaUished  a  primi^iiBr 
w?th  regard  to  judicial'  oathe^  affecting  the  security  or 
tending  to  the  acquittal  of  theic  companions  in  ini-^ 
quiAy.-^QaAbs  by  whidk  Pisblic  Justice  Hiay  be  de«» 
feafed  are  eriled^  Nhn-computsive  Oaftsy  vrhrcB,  af- 
though  fatse^  are  not  cposidb'ed  to  be  of  a  crixaioal 
nature. 

Itmay^  perhaps^  be  pleaded  ia  behalf  of  some  of 
those  who  beoej&t  by  this  enorsMms  piik^^  thnt  • 
comsiderable  proportion^  has  beea  sanctioned  by  cus- 

fi  torn. 


toirt,  or  assnmed  the  feature  of  a  perquisite  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  Commercial  Body  passing 
k  over  in  silence,  and  suffering  such  things  to  exist : 
But  when  to  this  is  opposed  the  Regulations  of  the 
ft7th  of  April  179O9  and  the  subsequent  exertions  of 
the  Committee  of  Merchants,  it  is  impossible  to 
consider  it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  n  hid  and 
Mudaciotis  System  of  PkuuUr  {0) — not  to  be  vindi-* 
cated  or  defended  upon  any  ground  of  right,  and 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  morality  and  justice.(^) 

Having  thus  developed  the  multiplied  practices  of 
the  different  classes  of  Criminals^  whereby  Commer- 
cial Property  in  the  Port  of  London,  has  been  a  prey 
to  regular  and  systematic  Depredation  ;  it  naturally 
becomes  a  subject  of  interesting  inquiry,  in  what 
manner  and  to  what  extent  each   distinct  branch 


{0)  The  1 6th  Article  of  the  Regulations  of  the  27th  of  April 
1790,  prohibits  the  allowance  of  Sweepings  or  Molasses  to  the 
Gan^men. — Also,  Tabs  or  other  receptacles  for  Sugar  or  Molas« 
•es  in  the  Warehousesi  except  by  ocder  of  the  Wharfingers,  who 
are  desired  to  take  all  Sweepings  and  Molasses  under  their  care, 
and  to  sell  the  same  to  defray  the  expence  of  keeping  the  Ware- 
booses  dean. — ^This  dearly  demonstratesi  that  no  perquisite  is 
allowed  to  any  person  whatsoever*  From  what  source  thetefore, 
do  the  Emoluments  of  the  Gangsmen  arise  ? — lihcf  are  said  to  re- 
oeive  several  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  yet  their  vages  axe  only 
\6$.  or  I  %u  per  week* 

ip)  For  further  information  as  to  the  number  of  Labourers  m  the 
Warehooaes,  and  the  proportioo  of  Criminals  among  then^  the 
Reader  is  referred  to  Chap.  IV.  (Dtr.  12.) 

of 
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of  Trade  and  Navigation  carried  on^  to  and  £rom  thQ 
Port  of  London^  has  been  af&cted  by  these  noxious 
and  destructive  Confederacies.  The  details  how- 
gver^  which  relate  to  this  part  of  the  Work,  being 
fiufnerous  and  extensive,  they  will  fi>nn  the  subject 
of  the  fiucceedtng  Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      III. 

\^  detailed  account  of  the  different  Branches  of  Trade, 
which  suffer  ly  Depredations  on  the  River  Thames. -^^ 
Depredations  committed  on  the  Property  of  Ship 
Owners,  and  the  Proprietors  of  Craft  and  Boats  in 
the  River  Thames : — On  Merchandise  imported  and 
exported  by  the  East-India  Company  : — On  the  Im^ 
portations  and  Exportations  of  the  West-India  Mer^ 
chants : — On  the  Trade  to  and  from  the  British 
Colonies  in  North  America  : — On  the  Trade  to  and 
from  Africa,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope : — On 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Fisheries : — On  the  Trade 
to  and  from  the  United  States  of  America: — On  the 
Trade  to  and  from  the  Mediterranean  and  Turkey ;— • 
On  the  Trade  to  and  from  Spain  and  the  Canaries : 
— On  the  Trade  to  and  from  France  and  the  Au-- 
strian  Netherlands  :—0n  the  Trc^e  to  and  from 
Portugal  and  Madeira : — On  the  Trade  to  and  from 
Holland,  Gernmny,  Prussia^  Poland,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark and  Norway,  and  Russia : — On  the  Trade  to 
.  and  from  Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c. — On  the  Trade  to 
and  from  Ireland: — On  the  Coasting  and  Coal 
Trade: — Pn  Prize-Ships: — On  the  Public  Stores 
in  the  River  Thames  and  Medway. — A  general 
recapitulated  View  of  the  estimated  Depredations 
on  Commercial  Property. — Concluding  Reflections. 


Although 
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xjLlthough  It  has  already  appeared,  that  certain 
particular  branches  of  trade  have  been  more  ob- 
jects of  Plunder  than  others,  yet  it  will  be  rendered 
evident  from  the  details  with  are  now  to  be  given^ 
that  the  monstrous  System  of  Depredation,  which 
has  already  been  opened  to  the  view  of  the  Reader, 
pervaded  the  whole  Shipping  and  Commerce  of  the 
River  Thames. 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  according  to  the  plan  laid 
down  of  considering  each  subject  separately ^  it  may  be 
proper  to  begin  with  a  General  View  of  the 

Depredations  committed  on  the  Property  of  Ship  Owmrs 

in  the  Rher  Thames. 

In  a  trading  Port,  already  shewn  to  be  the  first  in 
the  known  world,  from  the  circumstance  of  between 
thirteen  and  fourteen  thousand  Vessels  arriving  and 
departing  in  the  course  of  a  year,  besides  nearly  seven 
thousand  Stationary  Craft  and  Boats  of  various  de- 
scriptions, having  Tackle,  Apparel,  and  Stores  con- 
stantly  exposed  to  the  Depredations  of  the  hordes 
of  Delinquents  who  infest  the  River  Thames  ;  it  must 
cease  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  Ship- Owners 
have  suffered  in  common  with  the  Proprietors  of 
Merchandise,  in  consequence  of  the  geperal  System 
of  Pitlage  which  prevailed. 

G  2  To 
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To  men  thus  trained  in  the  habits  of  iniquity,  and 
disciplined  in  acts  of  Criminal  Warfare,  it  may  natu- 
rally be  supposed  that  the  Stores  and  Appr.rel  of 
Ships,  which  are  equally  as  accessible  as  Commer- 
oial  Property,  should  be  objects  of  attention  ;  and 
the  truth  is,  that  the  Depredations  in  this  line  have 
for  many  years  been  great  beyond  calculation. 

The  number  of  Junk  and  Store  Shops  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  River,  have  tended,  in  no  small  de- 
gree, to  the  encouragement  of  this  species  of  Plun- 
der, from  the  facilities  afforded  to  Thieves  upon  the 
River,  by  the  ready  market  which  is  thus  established 
for  every  thing  that  is  purloined  or  stolen. 

The  registers  of  the  convictions  under  the  Bum- ' 
boat  Act  (the  2d  of  his  present  Majesty,)  sufficient- 
ly demonstrate  the  extent  of  this  evil,  in  consequence 
'  of  the  detection  of  so  many  offenders  with  Cordage, 
Stores,  and  Provisions,  taken  from  Ships  and  Vessels 
in  the  River  Thames,  and  the  preamble  of  that  Act 

« 

sufficiently  elucidates  the  anxiety  of  Ship-Owners,(^) 
to  remedy  an  evil  which  was  felt  to  be  enormous  so 
early  as  the  year  1762. 

Since  that  period,  and  notwithstanding  the  effi)rts 
which  have  been  used  for  the  last  twenty  years,  to 

(/)  Ati  eminent  Shi[>X)wncr  candidly  acknowledged,  at  a  late 
public  meeting,  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of  extending  the 
protecting  influence  of  the  Marine  Police  orer  the  whole  Trade  of 
the  River>  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  terror  excited  by  that  In. 
stitution,  and  by  the  Perambulating  BoatSi  during  the  night,  that 
scarce  an  Anchor  pr  Cable  belonging  to  fail  Voaelt  wodd  hare 
been  preserved. 

carry 
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cany  this  Act  into  execution,  it  is  believed  to  be  a 
feet  generally  admitted^  that,  previous  to  1798,  tbcevil 
bad  been  progressively  increasing  every  year,  and  that 
if  a  true  estimate  could  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  the 
aonualloss  to  Ship-Owners,  it  would  be  found  to  exr 
ceed  all  credibiUty.(r)     On  a  supposition  that  the 
pillage  of  Tackky  Appargly  Stares  and  Providms,  ia 
tbe  course  of  one  voyage,  averages  only  3l.  a  Ship,  and 
that  the  pillage  of  the  Owner's  property,  in  Craft  and 
Boats,  in  the  course  of  a  whole  year,  does  not  amount 
to  more  than  1 5s.  the  aggregate  will  be  found  to  ex* 
ceed  Forty-five  Thousand  Pounds  a  year.  It  is  not  how- 
ever^ meant  from  this  to  insinuate,  that  each  Vessel 
losses  to  this  amount,  since  it  is  known,  that  while 
some  Ships,  from  superior  vigilance,  and  from  peculiar 
circumstances,  escape  unhurt,  others  are  plundered 
to  an  enormous  extent,    it  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
things,  in  so  crowded  a  Port,  and  where,  at  all  times, 
from  1000  to  1400  Ships  and  Vessels,  besides  about 
7000  stationary  Craft  and  Boats  are  collected  to- 
gether, under  the  eyes  of  so  many  deUnqueals,  eoa<* 
stantly  moving  in  different  directions,  that  depredations 
should  not  be  committed,  while  no  River  Police  existed 
to  restnuii^  them.    But  besides  the  more  bulky  and 
ponderous  Materials,    consisting  of  Cordage  and 
laige  Iioa  Work,  purloined  by  River  Pirates  and 
others  in  the  night,  the  more  portable  articles  o{ 
Metalic  Stores,  such  as  Copper,  Brassy  Lead,  a^d 
Uiensils  of  every  description,  have  been  an  objeot  <tf 

(4  Vids  Ocncnl  Vior  rfthe  Trftda,p«  23. 
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attention  to  Lumpers  and  others^  who  must  neces- 
sarily be  admitted  on  board  of  Ships  for  laborious 
purposes. 

Vessels  lying  ungarded,  after  the  delivery  of  their 
Cargoes,  have  often  had  the  Running  Rigging  cut 
away,  and  the  whole  articles  upon  Deck,  that  were 
moveable,  swept  off  in  the  course  of  a  night. 

The  same  system  of  pillage  not  only  extends  to 
Lighters,  Barges,  Punts,  apd  smaller  Craft,  but  even 
to  the  Wherries  of  the  Watermen,  from  whence  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  steal  Tihs^  Oars,  ScuJh, 
Benches  and  Backboards. 

Nor  are  Ships,  undergoing  repairs  in  Docks,  ex-f 
cmpted  from  this  universal  system  of  depredation, 
particularly  in  cases  where  the  operation  of  sheathing 
with  Copper  is  going  forward.  This  valuable  arti- 
cle,  consisting  of  light  Sheets  and  Copper  Nails, 
both  equally  portable,  furnishes  a  prolifio  harvest 
for  those  who  have  been  long  in  the  habit  of  making 
Plunder  a  trade,  and  who  seldom  fail,  on  such  occasions, 
to  acquire  a  considerable  booty.  In  consequence  of 
the  detection  of  (l  person,  who  was  afterwards  con- 
victed, for  stealing  sheet  Copper  from  a  private  Dock- 
yard, at  Wapping,  application  was  made  to  the 
Magistrates  pf  the  Marine  Police,  requesting  that  a 
sworn  Officer,  properly  instructed,  and  armed  with  the 
authority  of  the  Laws,  might  be  apppinted  to  guard  a 
West-IndiaShip,  during  the  operation  of  sheathing 
her  wnh  Copper.  The  sam^  number  of  Sheets  and 
quantity  of  Naila  were  ordered,  which  bsiid  been 

found 
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Ibund  necessary^  and   which  had  been  exhausted^ 

when  the  same  Ship  had  been  sheathed  on  a  former 

occasion^  namely  1600  Sheets  of  Copper,  and  ten 

Bags  of  Nails.    The  Police  Officer  acted  with  great 

vigilance^  and  attended  minutely  to  his  instructions^ 

which  certainly  prevented  the  pillage,  which  must 

have  taken  place  upon  the  former  occasion,  since  a 

surplus  appeared  after    the  Ship  was   completely 

^heathed^  of 

£.  s',  d. 
113  Sheets  of  Copper,  weighing  896  lb.  at  i4d.    52    54 

3  Bagsof  Nail;i         p         •        336  lb.  at  i^d.     19  12  o 

Saved    71  17  4 

1  mm''' 

Andthus^  by  theprecautlon  of  callingfoi'the  assistance, 
and  protection  of  the  Police,  and  thereby  defeating 
the  designs  of  these  who  are  constantly  on  the 
watch  to  obtain  Plunder^  a  eonsidcrabie  Property 
was  saved. 

The  Owners  of  Ships  and  Vessels  fitting  out  for 
Voyages,  also  suffer  considerably  on  many  occasions 
in  the  transit  of  their  Stores  and  Apparel ;  and  the  piU 
lage  isoftennotdiscovered  until  the  articles  are  wanted. 
The  same  system  of  Depredation  is  extended,  even 
in  a  greater  degree,  to  dismantled  Ships,  particularly 
Prize  Vessels^  which  are  always  marked  out  as  objects* 
of  plunder,  under  the  idea  that  they  are  fair  game, 
that  there  exists  no  meians  of  detection  ;  and,  indeed^ 
experience  has  shewn^  that  nothing  but  a  well-regu- 
lated River  Police^  composed  of  a  sufficient  Civil 

force 
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force  to  overawe  delinqucate,  md  to  pervade  the 
whole  raogc  of  the  Port,  where  Ships  and  Ves6eb 
ve  cstpossed  to  danger^  can  ever  be  effectual,  in 
protecting  the  Owners  rf  this  species  of  property 
ftom  the  extensive  and  reiterated  losses/  to  which 
they  have  been  heretofore  subjected.       , 

DEPREDATIONS 

ONTHI 

EAST-INDIA  TRADE, 

TO  AND  FBOM  THE  POKT  OP  LOKPOK, 

Notwithstanding  the  generally  received  opinion^ 
that  from  the  more  accurate  syttem  of  the  East-India 
Company^  their  Cargoes  are  not  subjiect  to  plunder  i 
instances  have  occurred  which  sufficiently  demon- 
stsate^  that  this  species  of  property^  under  all  the 
guards  which  have  been  devised^  is  not  exemi^ed 
irom  the  injuries  whbh  arise  from  the  general  delin- 
quency so  prevalent^  wherever  Merchandise^  of 
any  description^  is  in  the  operatioa  of  delivery  fiom 
the  Sbip%  or  in  a  state  of  t»asit  upon  the  River 
Thames^ 

The  nature  and  value  of  many  of  the  articles 
which  are  imported^  render  the  possession  of  them 
peculiarly  desiraUe ;  and  numerous^  indeed^  are  tl^e 
devices  to  whidi  men  resort^  who  have  such  ten^i- 
tations  before  tbem>  fqc  the  purpose  of  gcatifyiag 
their  covetous  aod  crimipal  fwftwitam, 

Like 


like  the  property  of  the  State,  the  moral  tufi; 
{ulude  o(  the  oi&nce  does  not  operate  aa  a  rer* 
atraSnt  upoo  the  mind^  io  the  same  degree  as  ia 
cases  which  apply  to  individuals ;  and  hence>  the  de* 
linquency  has  a  wider  scope,  and  embraces  in  its 
operation  classes  of  men^  who  would  scarcely  be  dis* 
posed  to  yield  to  temptations  differently  circum** 
staoced. 

The  only  consideration  therefi»*e,  with  such  men, 
is  to  he  secure  against  the  risqtie  of  detection.  This- 
object  once  effected^  every  difficolty  is  removed^ 

Illicit  Trade  is  a  great  object  with  the  inferior 
Officers*  To  accomplish  a  measurej  on  the  success 
of  which,  the  profit  of  the  voyage  is  supposed  chiefljf 
to  depend,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  pernpns  em^ 
ployed  by  the  Revenue.  The  connivance,  at  least, 
of  those  who  are  in  inferior  situations,  is  the  moic 
easily  purchased>  as  they  look  forward  to  a  certain 
emolument  as  often  as  they  have  such  stations 
assigned  them,  and  would  feel  disappointed  if  it  was 
not  obtained. 

It  has  appeared  in  evidence,  upon  oath,  that  one  of 
the  Officers  of  an  East-India  ship,  discharged  at 
Blackwall,  in  November  1796»  on  the  Cargo  of 
which  considerable  depredations  were  committed^ 
happened  to  be  in  habits  of  intimacy  with,  a  Port 
Surveyor,  who^  although  not  superintendant  of  the 
Ship,  interested  himself  very  much  in  getting  his 
friend's  private  adventure  on  shore.  To  effect  this, 
a  quantity  of  Shawls  were  packed  in  Casks^  filled  at 
each  end  with  spun-yarn  and  o^kum^  and  conveyed 

among 
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among  the  Boatswain's  Rcturit-Stores  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Officers.  One  of  the  sitters  in  the 
galley,  however,  who  was  not  in  the  secret,  examined 
the  Cask  and  seized  the  goods.  The  Port  Officer 
seeing  the  misfortune  which  had  befallen  his  friend, 
found  means  to  satisfy  the  Seizing  Officer,  and  the 
goods  were  safely  landed,  with  subsequent  parcels 
consisting  of  Casks  and  Bales,  which,  on  being  ex- 
amined by  the  Officers  in  the  galley,  were  allowed  to 
pass,  on  a  promise  of  satisfaction  next  day  ;  and  for 
this  service  each  of  the  sitters'  watermen  received 
a   guinea. 

Nothing  can  point,  out  in  stronger  terms,  the 
utility  of  a  Police  to  controul  and  check  the  corrupt 
practices  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  too  generally  pre- 
vail, to  the  injury  of  the  Revenue,  and  to  the  increase 
of  Crimes. 

In  East-India  Ships,  the  Revenue  Officers  are  ge- 
nerally numerous ;  their  salaries  are  small ;  their 
families  often  large  ;  their  wants  arc  therefore  press-' 
ing,  and,  to  use  a  prevailing  language,  they  must 
make  hay  while  the  sun  shines.  Perhaps  they  look 
forward  to  a  resource  of  this  nature  for  the  means  of 
discharging  their  rent,  or  redeeming  some  useful 
articles  in  the  hands  of  the  Pav/nbroker.  The  de- 
crease in  the  value  of  money  without  any  increase  of 
fair  emolumeht,  must  occasion  pressures  where  the 
salary  is  not  more  than  the  earnings  of  a  common 
labourer ;  who  is  not  under  the  necessity  of  incurring 
the  same  expence  for  decent  apparel,  or  of  support- 
ing an  appearance  suitable  to  a  public  station. 

Undw 
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Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
account  for  the  Abuses,  Frauds,  and  Peculations, 
which  have  been  discovered  to  prevail  in  the  Ships  of 
the  East-India  Company.  The  transition  is  easy  ia 
the  human  mind,  once  made  up,  in  passing  from  a 
smuggling  to  a  thieving  transaction.  The  loss  of 
situation,  where  the  emolument  is  so  small,  has  no 
restraining  influence,  and  the  system  of  the  Revenue 
Boards  does  not,  perhaps  cannot,  admit  of  the.  ope- 
ration of  those  other  restraints  upon  infidelity,  which 
peculiarly  apply  to  Officers  trained  and  controlled  by 
the  Marine  Police.  If  restraints  operate  at  all  on 
the  minds  of  certain  classes  of  Revenue  Officers,  it 
is  those,  and  those  only,  which  the  Police  Institution 
have  created  by  the  dread  of  punishment,  under  cir« 
cumstances  of  ignominy  which  attach  to  o^ences,  in 
consequence  of  the  prompt  means  of  detection,  which 
form  a  pn3minent  feature  of  the  system.  This  dread 
it  is  which  has  acted  so  powerfully,  whem^er  it  irmu^ 
diately  attached^  in  overawing  delinquents,  and  ia 
preventing  the  commission  of  Crimes, 

It  is  certain  that  the  assistance  of  the  Marine 
Police  Officers,  in  the  vicinity  of  £ast-India  Ships, 
and  the  successful  Searches  and  Detection  of  Lum«* 
pers  and  others,  coming  from  their  Ships,  produced 
in  autumn  1798,  a  degree  of  caution  and  vigilance, 
on  the  part  of  the  Revenue  Officers,  which  was  not 
apparent  previous  to  the  seizure  of  Teas  in  their 
uresence,  which  had  been  pillaged  by  the  Lumpers. 

Innumerable  instances  might  be  adduced  of  the 

6  ej^tent 
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extent  to  which  the  pilbge  and  plunder  of  East-India 
Ships  have  been  carried  a&  well  before  as  since  the 
establishment  of  the  River  Police.  The  following 
BDay  suffice  as  specimens. 

In  August  1 793>an£ast-IndiaSbip,  from  Bengal^  was 
plundered  to  a  great  extent  during  her  discharge  : — 
It  appears  in  evidence,  upon  oath,  that  no  watch  was 
kept  by  either  the  superintendant  or  his  assistant : 
That  the  Officers  received  daily  gratuities  from  the 
Lumpers  for  conmvhig  at  the  pillage  of  large  quanti-* 
lies  of  Pepper  :  That  the  Tidesmen  themselves  stoic 
fiom  the  Gun-room,  a  large  Case  of  Pepper,  and 
xBany  Bags  of  Rice:  Tliat  the  same  Officers  also 
Stolie,  during  the  night,  two  whole  quarters  of  Beef 
sent  an  board  for  the  Sbip*s  use  ;  also  about  6o  dotea 
q£  Bottles,  from  the  Hen-coops  on  the  poop.  The 
whole  pltt^nder  was  carried  on  shore  by  the  crews  of 
tie  galleys,  and  sold.  In  this  ship  other  extensive 
depcedatioas  were  committed,  and  26  Offi^cers  are 
stated  Id  have  shared  in  the  booty. 

It  appears  also  in  evidence,  that  in  Nov.  1795^ 
ffom  a  China  Ship,  lying  at  BlackwaU,  35  Chests  of 
Tea  of  90lb.  each,  were  plundered,  and  landed,  with 
the  assistance  of  two  watermen,  who  are  notorious 
receivers.  The  whole  Revenue  Officers  and  Lighter- 
men, 37  in  number,  are  stated  to  be  parties  in  this 
pluader.  Six  other  India  Ships  were  discharging  at 
the  same  time,  surrounded  by  12  gallies,  yet  nothing 
was  detected^  From  one  of  the  Craft,  three  more 
Chests  of  Tea.  were  stolen  ia  her  passage  from  the 

Ship 
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Ship  to  the  Qaays,  by  the  Officers  and  Lightermeiu 
The  phinder^  indepeDdent  of  what  is  here  specUfedj 
is  stated  to  have  beeo  enonnous. 

The  same  evidence  states,  that  in  July  1 796,  the 
Cargo  of  a  Ship  from  Bengal  vpas  plundered  to  a 
very  great  extent,  by  the  Superintendant  and  other 
Officers ;  respecting  whom  a  detailed  account  of 
Fraud  xnd  Intrigue^  relative  to  a  Pipe  of  Bengal 
Spirit,  16  stated,  which  clearly  developes  the  looso 
conduct,  and  shocking  want  of  principle,  which  too 
generally  pervades  that  class  of  men,  who  are  em- 
ployed as  Safeguards  to  the  Public  Revenue,  and  the 
Ptopcrty  of  the  Merchant. 

The  influence  of  the  new  system  of  River  Police, 
not  being  as  yet  directly  extended  to  £ast4ndia 
Ships,  opportunities  still  continue  to  be  afforded  for 
the  same  species  of  pillage.  In  spite  of  the  injunc- 
tions laid  upon  the  superintendants  of  the  laboorera 
employed  in  the  discharge,  to  select  discreet  and 
honest  men>  th^  are  found  to  be  generally  of  tht 
same  class,  and  possess  the  same  desire  to  obtain 
plunder,  as  those  who  are  known  to  have  carried 
their  depredations  to  a  greater  extent.— This  is 
proved  in  the  case  of  a  China  Ship,  which  discharged 
at  Blackwall  in  tise  Autumn  of  1798. — ^A  posse  of 
Marine  Police  Officers  receiving  information,  which 
e;(cited  a  suspicion  that  the  Cargo  was  plundered^ 
watched  the  time  when  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers 
came  on  shore.  On  attempting  a  search,  which 
discovered  thsm  to  be  Officers,  a  violent  opposition 

easued, 
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ensued^  and  at  that  moment  the  whole  surface  of 
tbetTbames,  round  their  Boats^  was  covered  with 
Tea.  The  Officers  with  great  difficulty  seized  two 
of  the  delinquents,  before  they  had  time  to  throw 
away  their  plunder. 

But^  besides  what  is  obtained  by  these  Aquatic 
Labourers,  while  working  in  the  hold,  it  is  stated,  on 
the  authority  of  a  person  who  had  the  best  access  to 
know  the  evil  practice  which  prevailed  ;  *^  that  the 
**  chief  depredations  c>n  the  Cargoes  of  East-India 
**  Ships,  arc  committed  by  Coopers,  and  inferior 
**  Officers  stationed  in  the  hold/*  When  once  ob- 
tained, the  sitter  in  the  Revenue  Galley  and  his 
Watermen,  generally  receive  a  certain  proportion, 
as  a  passport  of  the  Booty  to  a  place  of  safety  on 
shore.  * 

'  Thirty-nine  Chests  of  Tea  were  stolen  from  a 
China  Ship  in  1798,  during  the  delivery  of  her 
Cargo  at  Blackwall ;  and  notwithstanding  the  care 
which  has  been  manifest  in  securing  the  Hatches  of 
the  £ast**India  Hoys,  and  in  the  particular  construc- 
tion of  the  Vessels,  with  a  view  to  prevent  plunder, 
five  Chests  of  Tea  from  the  same  Ship,  were  stolen 
and  removed  in  the  passage  of  the  Craft,  from  Long 
Reach  to  the  Company^s^harf,  at  Botolph  Quay. 

It  is  further  stated,  on  the  most  respectable  autho- 
rity, that  a  bale  of,  MusHns,  worth  ;f  700,  was 
stolen  from  another  Hoy  in  her  passage  up  the 
River  in  1798,  and  that  40  chests  of  Tea,  which 
had  been  purposely  stowed  in  the  cable  tier  of  a 

China 
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China  shipj   were  afterwards  feloniously  conveyed 
away^  and  totally  lost  to  the  Proprietors. 

It  appears  indeed^  but  too  certain^  that  notwith- 
standing the  apparently  good  system  of  prevention, 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  Boards  of 
Kevenue^  and  the  East-^India  G>mpany,  pillage  to  a 
certain  extent  prevails  in  many  of  their  Ships;  and 
that  this  species  of  Depredation  has  been  also 
reduced  to  a  system^  since  cant  phrases  arc  in  use 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  criminal  intercourse^  in 
disposing  of  articles  obtained  in  this  manner. — ^In 
this  cant  language^  Tea  is  known  by  the  appellation 
of  Mah. — According  to  the  accpunt  given  by  a  persoa 
of  considerable  intelligence^  who  derived  his  informa- 
tion from  the  inferior  Revenue  Officers  themselves 
the  general  pillage  of  Tea  through  that  medium^ 
takes  place  in  small  quantities  continually  repeated: 
and  in  cases^  where  any  of  the  Officers  of  either 
Revenue  are  not  of  the  class  denominated  Gams 
CfficerSy  matters  are  so  managed  as  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  secret.  Individual  Officers  of  this  class^ 
(who,  to  use  their  own  language^  "  have  been  a$ 
Jndia^'J  have  acknowledged  to  have  profited  to  the 
extent  of,  from  20  to  30  /.  by  pilfering  in  a  little 
way  from  a  single  Ship. 

Under  such  circumstances,  as  in  others,  where 
the  plunder  is  of  greater  qiagnitude,  the  connivance 
of  the  Officers  in  the  Gallies  is  necessary;  and 
as  a  recompence  for  the  facilities  they  affi>rd,  a 
certain  share  of  the  booty  is  assigned  them. 

The 
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The  Importation  of  Sugar  from  India  affords  a 
great  resource  for  plunder^  which  did  not  formerly 
eatist;  and  in  the  depredations  on  this  species  of 
Property,  ihe  lower  class  of  OfHcers  and  Seamen 
are  equally  implicated  with  the  Lumpers.  —  An 
instance  recently  occurred,  where  a  Revenue  Officer 
found  a  bag  of  Sugar  in  the  Carpenter's  tool-chest. 

Where  so  many  appear  to  be  more  or  less  impli- 
eated  in  oi&nces  of  this  nature,  it  ceases  to  be  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  such  nefarious  transactions 
are  concealed  and  so  seldom  attract  the  attention^ 
either  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Revenue,  or  the 
£ast-India  Company. 

In  an  Importation,  exceeding  Six  Millicms  and  a 
hd\{  annually,  composed  of  Merchandise  of  great 
value,  and  contained  in  an  inconceivable  number  of 
different  packages ;  passing  through  a  great  variety 
of  hands,  and  no  inconsiderable  proportion  of  these 
ia  the  hsbit  of  devising  means  to  obtain  plunder, 
the  amount  of  the  annual  Depredations  must  be 
very  considerable,  although  not  easily  to  be  ascer- 
tained : — ^But  calculating  only  at  the  rate  of  ^.500  a 
Ship,  including  the  Craft,  on  an  average,  the  aggre^ 
gate  amount  of  loss  to  the  Revenue  and  the  Com* 
pany,will  excetdTwenty-^ve  Thtmsand  Founds  a  year. 
Exclusive  of  the  losses  which  may  be  sustained  by 
the  pillage  and  plunder  of  Goods  exported,  respect* 
ing  which  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  estimate; 
although  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  removal  of  nearly 
Four  Millions  annually,  from  the  Repositories  where 
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the  Goods  arc  collected,  to  the  difFerent  outward- 
bound  Ships,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  so  great 
a  number  of  Packages  can  escape  the  effects  ck  a 
system  of  Depredation,  which  extends  its  influence 
in  so  many  directions ;  and  is  so  completely  orga- 
nized for  purposes  hostile  to  the  general  security  of 
Commercial  Property. 

DEPREDATIONS 

ON   THE 

WEST-INDIA  TRADE, 

TO  AND  FROM  THE  POBT  OF  LONQON. 

While  most  other  branches  of  G>mmerce  have 
been  gradually  acquiring  conveniences  and  facilities 
applicable  to  tboir  progressive  increase,  theXrade  from 
the  Sugar  Plantations  to  the  Port  of  London,  seems  to 
have  remained  in  this  particular  nearly  stationary  for 
above  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  without  the 
advantage  of  those  accommodations  and  securities 
which  its  rapid  progress  and  great  extent  seemed  to 
require.  It  has  of  course,  as  already  appears, 
been  a  prey  to  the  most  enormous  Depredations, 
perhaps  not  less  than  to  the  extent  of  Seven  Millions 
Sterling  in  the  course  of  the  Century : — Since  even 
at  its  commencement,  it  would  seem  that  there 
existed  a  considerable  resource  for  that  species  of 
Plunder^  which  has  in  the  greatest  degree  excited 
the  attention,  and  sharpened  the  ingenuity  of  the 

H  hordes 
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iiordesofDelinquents,  who  have  progressively  preyed 
upon  this  branch  of  Commerce. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  Sugars  imported  into  the 
River  Thames,  amounted  to  about  one-fifth  part  of 
the  present  mediun^  quantity. — In  1725,  it  niust  have 
been  equal  to  a  third. — In  1750,  it  was  little  short 
of  a  half:  while  in  1775,  it  approached  nearly  to 
its  average  extent  for  the  last  twenty-four  years; 
during  which  period,  it  has  varied  from  105,000  to 
147,576  casks — the  quantity  Imported  for  the  year 
ending  the  25th  of  June^   1799.  W — For  fifteen  years 


fi)  Sugar  and  Rum  Imported  into  London  for  a  period  of  fift^ 

years. 

i 

Cie/#  of  Sugar. 

Gallons  of  Rum* 

1750 

— 

630,840 

607^074 

1760 

1,047,796 

669,358 

i7;o 

— 

i*377>»o9 

997*13^ 

1780 

— 

1,17^^371 

'1*36,579 

1790 

— 

1*236,647 

i,j2i,o5r 

1792 

— 

ii345'559 

1,631,020 

1793 

.— 

i,467>469  • 

^f^og,^2^ 

179+ 

-^ 

1,809,908 

1,911,646 

J  795 

,— 

1,409,584 

1,087,685 

1796 

— 

i,58»,563 

iiM5»347 

1797 

— 

i>393i952 

•925^457 

1798 

— 

i»737»939' 

^i39^30is 

Ssgars  Imported  into. all  parts  of  England. 

Hogsheads^ 

In  15  years  from  1700  to  1715  average  34,83* 
,j  _  1715  to  1730  —  60,450 
12  —  1731  to  1742  —  62,128 
15  —  1743  w  1757  —  76^33^ 
26  —  -^1764101790  —  145*^^ 
g       —        179010-1799      -^    I9«i4^9 
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subsequent  to  the  middle  of  the  18th  Century, 
the  productions  of  the  West-India  Colonies  do  not 
seem  to  have  materially  increased ;  and  it  was  not 
till  after  the  Peace  of  Paris  in  1763,  that  by  the 
acquisition  of  new  Islands  and  the  extreme  enter^ 
prise  of  Individuals^  a  rapid  augmentation  became 
manifest.  . 

From  this  period  the  evils  of  the  Port  became 
extremely  prominent.  The  resort  of  so  many 
additional  Ships^  and  the  great  and  sudden  increase 
of  West-India  produce  without  conveniences  ade- 
quate to  the  augmentation  of  this  branch  of  Trade, 
created  much  confusion  and  the  most  vexatious 
delays,  by  which  this  valuable  Property  became 
pxposed  to  that  excessive  pillage,  which  has  already 
,been  in  part  developed  in  the  preceding  Chapter; 
and  which  is  certainly  unexampled  in  any  Commercial 
Port  in  the  World. 

Amidst  the  various  causes  of  this  extensive  plun- 
der, the  privilege  assumed  by  the  Mates  of  West- 
India  Ships,  of  appropriating  to  their  own  use  the 
Sweepings  of  the  hold  after  the  Ship's  discharge, 
was  productive  of  infinite  mischief,  by  furnishing  a 
pretence  to  the  Criminal  Dealers  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
River,  to  cultivate  theiracquaintance  for  the  purpose  of 
bargaining  for  their  Sweepings,  and  then  not  only  to 
seduce  theni  into  the  evil  practice  of  staving  Casks 
and  Packages  to  enlarge,  the  quantity  by  excessive 
spillings  of  Sugar^  Coffee^  and  other  articles ;  but 
also   to  enter  into  confederacies   along  with    the 

H  Q,  Revenus 
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Revenue  OHicers  stationed  on  boards  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plundering  the  Cargo  in  the  night,  which 
will  be  hereafter  shewn  not  only  to  have  been  an  evil 
of  the  greatest  magnitude,  but  also  to  have  been 
felt  as  a  pressure  upon  the  Trade,  for  a  period  of 
from  thirty  to  forty  years,  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Marine  Police  in  1798. 

This  appears  from  an  Advertisement  (/)  published 
by  the  West-India  Merchants  so  far  back  as  the 
year  1765,  and  also  by  a  Resolution  of  that  respect- 
able Body,  dated  the  6th  of  January,  1767,  on  the 
subject  of  the  pretended  perquisite  of  Sweepings  ;  (u) 

both 

{/)  AJ^rrtuem(rftt. — The  Merchants  of  London,  trading  to  the 
Sugar  Cdonics^  takiifg  into  consideration  the  wicked  and  felonipui 
practice  of  stealing  Sugars  and  other  Goodly  thft  product  of  the  said 
polonies,  and  the  pernicious  consequences  attending  it,  think  it 
highly  incun\bent  on  them  to  prevent  the  same  as  far  as  they  arc 
ablcj  and  have  therefore  resolved  to  prosecute  with  the  utmost 
rigour  of  the  Law  all  such  Ofienders ;  aad  they  do  henby  give 
noticcf  that  if  nny  person,  or  persons,  shall  be  discovered  stealing 
Sugar,  or  other  Goods,  from  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  from  the 
Bugar  Colonies,  or  out  of  any  Lighter  or  other  Craft  on  the  River 
Thames,  or  on  any  Quay  or  Wharf  adjoining  to  the  said  River, 
or  in  any  Warehouse,  or  other  place  belonging  to  such  Quay  or 
Wharf,  every  person  making  such  discovery,  shall  be  intitled  to  a 
reward  of  Forty  Shillings,  on  the  conviction  of  every  such 
Offender.  And  that  every  person,  who  shall  discover  as  aforesaid, 
any  Buyer  or  Receiver  of  such  stolen  Goods,  knowing  them  to  be 
stolen,  hhall  be  intitled  to  a  reward  of  Twenty  Pounds,  on  con- 
viction of  every  such  Buyer  or  Receiver. 

(a)  At  a  Meeting  of  the  JVest^Indm  Merchanti^  at  the  Kin^f- 
Armt  Taverny  Ccmhilly  Jmuutfy  6f  1767  :  the  /•Uowittg 
Ad'vertlsetHettt  •wai  agreed  to^  viz. 

*  Whereas  it  has  been  occasionally  pretended,  that  the  Mates  of 

«  West- 
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both  which  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  sense  they 
entertained  of  the  height  to  which  River  Plunder 
had  arrived  at  that  early  period. 

Yet  still  these  efforts,  although  repeated  at  various 
intervals,  had  no  effect : — With  the  increase  of  the 
Importations,  the  plunder  of  this  species /of  Commer- 
cial Property  also  augmented. — ^The  Orders  and 
Resolutions  of  the  Merchants  were  disregarded. — 
Sweepings  became  an  article  of  extensive  Trade, 
attracting  the  notice  of  all   the  Criminal  Dealers 

West-India  Ships,  discharged  in  the  Port  of  London,  arc  entitled 
to  the  Sweepings  of  the  Hdd ;  and,  under  that  pretence,  great 
qaantities  of  Sugar  and  other  Goods  have  been  clandestinely  sold, 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Owners  and  Freighters  of  such  Ships, 
and  of  the  fair  Trader : 

'  The  West-India  Merchantt,  in  otder  to  put  a  stop  to  the%  bad 
practices,  do  hereby  promise  a  reward  of  Twenty  Pounds,  to  be 
paid  on  the  conviction  of  eveiy  Mate,  or  other  (lerson,  who 
shall  sell  Sweepings,  or  any  pvt  of  the  Ship's  Cargo  as  such ; 
and  all  persons  who  purchase  Sweepings  will  be  prosecuted :  and^ 
for  the  conviction  of  such,  the  like  reward  of  Twenty  Pounds 
will  be  paid,  as  Receivers  of  stolen  Ooocb/ 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  above  Advertisement  be  published  in  the  Newspapers, 
as  long  as  it  nay  be  judged  necessary,  and  be  fixed  up  at  Lloyd's 
and  the  Jamaica  Coflie-Houses. 

That  a  sufficient  number  of  Copies  be  delivered  at  the  Houses  of 
the  West-India  Merchants,  to  be  by  them  sent  on  board  their 
Ships  as  they  shall  arrive,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  fixed  up  in 
some  conspicuous  part  of  the  Ship,  that  no  person  may  hereafter 
plead  ignorance  of  the  same. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Masters  of  Ships  to  discharge 
0uch  Mates  as  shall  claim  any  right  or  Title  to  the  Sweepings. 

JAMES  ALLEN,   Secntary. 

upon 


102  TREATISE    ON 

Upon  the  River. — Mates  and  Revenue  Officers  were 
seduced  by  the  lures  they  held  out. — ^The  evil  ex- 
tended to  a  vast  proportion  of  the  Ships  in  the  West- 
India  Trade,  and  attracted  notice  in  so  particular  a 
degree  as  to  produce  an  inveftigation,  which  gave 
birth  to  %  system  of  Regulations,  which  were 
framed  on  the  12th  of  June,  .1789,  and  aftenvards 
revised,  amended,  and  published  on  the  following 
year,  viz.  the  27th  of  April,  179O.  {x) 

But 

ix]  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  IVeft^  India  Merchanis,  London^ 
April  37,  179O1  Their  Regulations  of  the  litb  of  June f 
1789,  ^were  remised  and  confirmed  nu'itb  certain  additions  and 
alterations^  as  follows. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY  : — 

I.  That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Captains  to  be  on  board  their 
Ships  as  much  as  possible  every  day  while  unloading,  especially  in 
the  Evening,  to  make  observations  on  the  people  employed  in  the 
delivery  of  the  Cargo,  and  to  see  the  Hatchways,  ^  &c.  well 
secured  before  it  is  dark. 

II.  That  the  present  mode  of  working  out  Ships,  by  Contract 
with  Lumpers,  &c.  be  discontinued,  as  a  source  of  immediate 
Plunderage  and  subsequent  Waste. 

III.  That  the  Captains  employ  their  own  Crews  as  much  as 
possible  in  the  delivery  of  their  Cargoes ;  and,  where  this  cannot  be 
done,  work  them  out  by  persons  hired  by  themselves,  and  kept 
under  their  own  eye  and  command. 

IV.  That  the  persons  who  work  out  the  Ships  be  not  permitted 
to  go  on  shore  during  the  day,  but  be  victualled  on  board,  (which, 
it  is  presumed,  may  best  be  done  at  the  Ship's  expence,  the  wages 
being  lessened  in  ^proportion ;)  and  that  they  be  searched  by  the 
Captain,  or  other  person  superintending  the  delivery  of  the  Cargo^ 
when  they  quit  the  Ship  to  go  on  shore  at  night. 

V.  That  the  Regulations,  already  in  force,  respecting  the 
Sweepings  of  Sugars  00  board  of  Ships,  be  confirmed  aad  coatinocd. 

VI.  Thjit 
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Bttt  although  these  regulations  demonstrate  great 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  West-India  Merchants, 

as 

VI*  That  Grataities  be  given  to  persons  detecting  and  infbniiing 
against  Plunderers  and  Thieves  ;  and  also  to  any  Custom-Hoosc 
Officer  or  other  person  giving  authentic  information  to  the  Secretary! 
c^  any  Vessel  from  which  Sogars  or  other  articles  shall  have  been 
taken  and  seized  as  plundered  or  stolen ;  and  that  the  name  of  such 
Vessel  be  published  at  the  Jamaica  and  New  Lloyd's  Coffeehousesi 
the  whole  at  the  discretion  and  by  order  of  the  Meeting  of  Mer- 
chants. 

VII.  lliat  It  be  recommended,  that,  where  it  is  convenient, 
enly  the  working  Hatchway  or  Hatchways  to  the  between-decka 
and  Hold  be  open,  and  also  that  the  passage  through  the  between- 
decks  and  Hold  be  closed  at  the  sides. 

VIII.  That  no  Boat,  unless  provided  or  permitted  by  the  Cap* 
taSn,  be  allowed  to  be  fastened  to  the  Ship. 

IX.  That  the  Ship's  Husband  or  Captain  do  appoint  Coopers  (to 
be  victualled,  and  kept  on  board,  and  attended  to,  in  like  manner 
» the  Labourers  above  mentioned,)  to  give  subsuntial  Cdoperage  to 
die  Sugar.casks  on  board  the  Ship ;  and  do  appoint  Coopers  also  to 
attend  the  casks  in  the  Lighters  at  the  Whaif  and  at  their  landing, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  delivered  in  good  ccoditioii  according 
to  the  Bill  of  Lading. 

X.  That  the  Ship's  Coopers,  wherever  necessary,  attend  below 
in  the  Ships  to  give  such  Cooperage  ^s  may  be  requisite  for  bringing 
the  casks  upon  deck  with  safety  to  their  contents ;  and  that  they  re. 
pair  all  damages  done  to  the  casks  in  the  Lighten,  before  the  Ligh. 
ten  quit  the  Ship. 

XI*  That  the  Captain  or  Mate  see  that  each  Lighter  has  a  sof. 
ficient  number  of  good  Taipaulins  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the 
Sugar.casks* 

XII.  That  the  Watchman  belonging  to  each  Lighter  be  well 
armed ;  that  he  attend  the  Lighter  from  the  time  of  its  toading  to 
that  of  its  unloading;  that  he  give  Bond,  with  a  Security  joined, 
lor  good  conduct ;  and  that  the  Society  of  Captains  be  requested  to 
aomiaate  sudi  Watchmen  when  warned* 

XIILTtai 
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as  well  as  a  tboiough  knowledge  of  all  the  tources  of 
the  evil,  yet  they  too  seem  to  have  been  totally  dis« 
regarded,  and  like  many  excellent  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, speedily  became  a  dead  letter ;  chiefly  because 
they  provided  no  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  and 
it  was  assigned  to  no  person  as  a  matter  of  duty  to 
aee  them  carried  into  execution .--^With  some  meri* 
torious  exceptions.  Shipmasters,  notwithstanding 
these  regulations,  left  the  charge  of  their  Vessels 
chiefly  to  the  Mates. — ^The  mode  of  working  out 

XIIL  That  it  be  recommended,  that  the  Sugars  be  drawn  only 
once,  and  then  for  lotting ;  and  that  the  quantity  then  taken  beonly 
One  Pound  and  a  half,  in  order  to  furnish  two  lelliog  samples,  one 
for  the  Seller  and  one  for  the  Buyer. 

XIV.  That,  as  soon  as  the  Sugars  are  drawn,  the  Drawings 
Hole  be  closed,  as  in  cases  of  Exportation. 

XV.  That  the  Wharfingers  be  desired  occasionally  to  inspect  the 
Samples ;  and  that  they  be  hereby  authorised  to  stop  all  Coopers 
conveying  Samples  from  the  Warehouses,  in  cases  where  they  sus- 
pect such  Samples  to  exceed  the  weight  or  number  allowed  by  the 
Regulations*  and  that  they  give  immediate  information  to  the  Secre. 
tary  thereof;  and  that  no  Boards  of  5ugar  be  carried  away  firom  the 
Warehouses,  unless  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Wharfinger  or  hia 
Representative. 

XVI.  That  no  Sweepings  or  Molasses  firom  the  Warehouses  be 
allowed  to  the  Gangsmen  ;  that  no  Tubs  or  other  Receptacles  for 
Sugar  or  Molasses  be  permitted  in  the  Warehouses^  unless  by  order 
of  the  Wharfinger ;  and  that  the  Wharfingers  be  defired  to  take  all 
Sweepings  and  Molasses  under  their  care,  and  to  sell  the  same  to 
defray  the  expence  of  keeping  the  Warehouses  dean. 

XVII.  That  no  Sugars  be  drawn  unless  by  the  order  of  the 
Merchant,  or  of  the  Broker,  or  some  other  person  deputed  by  the 
Merchant ;  and  that  no  Cooper  be  aUowed  to  draw  Sugars,  or  to 
remain  in  the  Warehouses,  after  Sun  set. 

JAMES  ALLEN,  Secntaiy. 

Ships 
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^ip8  by  contract  with  Lumpers  was  not  diacx>ntinup» 
ed,  nor  were  those  Lumpers  victualled  on  board  by 
Ship  Owners  ;  and  in  many  instances  not  searched 
but  allowed  to  go  on  shore^  three  times  a  day,  gene« 
rally  laden  with  Plunder. 

The  regulations  respecting  Sweepings,  although 
again  confirmed,,  were  not  carried  into  effect.-— 
Gratuities  offered  for  detecting  Plunderers  did  not 
diminish  the  evil,  since  those  whose  evidence  alone 
Gould  convict  offenders  were  themselves,  for  the  most 
part,  equally  guilty. 

The  recommendations  respecting  fhe  Ships  Hatch^ 
ways,  JVatennens  Boats  fastened  to  Ships— Cb<}^^rx 
and  Ughiers  appear  to  have  been  equally  disr^« 
^rded. 

Instead  of  armed  Watchmen  attached  to  each 
Lighter,  as  recommended  by  the  1 2th  Article — it 
seldom  happened  that  any  Watchmen  at  all  were 
appointed  \ — and  at  most  not  more  than  one 
for  every  four  or  five  Lighters,  withoui  arms, 
and  without  requiring  a  Bond  of  lOOl.  for  fidelity, 
according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Merchants ;  these 
Watchmen  too  (if  such  they  could  be  called,)  were 
seldom  relieved,  perhaps,  for  three  or  four  weeks  to- 
gether, of  course  if  they  were  disposed  to  execute 
their  trust  with  fidelity,  the  rest  which  nature  re<* 
quired  rendered  it  impossible ;  and  hence  while  an 
expence  was  incurred,  it  became  a  mere  mockery, 
and  a  nullity,  as  it  related  to  the  protection  of  the 
Car^.    In  many  instances  it  operated  as  a  &cility, 

6  an4 
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and  an  inroad  to  Plunder,  by  the  seduction  of  these 
inefficient  Watchmen,  whose*  necessities  rendered 
them  an  easy  prey  to  those  who  had-  designs  upon 
the  Property  under  their  charge. 

Nor  were  the  West-India  Merchants  more  suc- 
cessful in  their  regulations  respecting  the  drawing 
of  Samples,  although  a  branch  of  the  System  more 
immediately  within  their  personal  Controul. 

Instead  of  drawing  Sugars  only  once,  and  limit- 
ing the  quantity  to  one  pound  and  half  and  no  more, 
in  order  to  furnish  two  selling  Samples,  one  for  the 
Seller,  and  another  for  the  Buyer,  (according  to  the 
13th  Rule  of  the  Trade).— ^Thc  Coopers  continued 
the  old  practice  of  drawing  Samples  frequently  twice, 
and  some  times  thrice  from  the  same  Hogshead, 
seldom  taking  less  than  from  four  to  six  pounds 
each  time. 

Neither  have  the  Merchants  been  successful  in 
debating  the  Gangsmen  the  assumed  privilege  of 
Drainings  and  Sweepings  in  the  Warehouses,  since 
it  appears  that  under  the  colour  of  this^  or  some 
other  pretence,  their  emoluments  are  very  consider* 
able,  and  the  Deficiency  and  Plunder  of  the  Sugars 
in  the  Warehouses,  after  they  are  supposed  to  be 
secure,  have  been  found  to  be  very  enormous.  A 
circumstance  the  more  vexatious,  ds  it  is  not  only 
the  original  value  of  the  article,  as  has  already 
been  noticed,  but  also  the  present  high  Duties  and 
Charges  which  constitute  the  loss,  and  add  not  les« 

than  35  per  Cent,  to  its  aggregate  amount. 

Such 
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Such  has  been  the  unsuccessful  result  of  all  the 
efforts  used  by  the  West-India  Merchants  to  esta- 
blish good  regulations  for  the  protection  of  West- 
India  Property. — To  these  already  detailed,  were 
added  an  offer  of  very  high  Rewards  in  1796  and 
1797,  for  the  detection  and  conviction  of  Offen- 
ders :  but  it  only  served  to  develope  the  vast  and 
increasing  magnitude  of  the  Depredations  by  the 
evidence  brought  forward  in  Criminal  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice— where  a  most  enormous  expence  was  incurred 
without,  in  any  respect,  diminishing  the  evil. 

The  reason  was  obvious. — ^The  Criminal  Con- 
federates engaged  in  these  nefarious  designs  had  be- 
come numerous,  and  powerful  in  pecuniary  resource. 
Unrestrained  by  those  principles  of  rectitude,  which 
govern  the  actions  of  men  in  the  innocent  walks  of 
life,  they  resorted  to  every  criminal  device  which 
was  likely  to  impede  or  embarrass  the  course  of  Jus-^ 
tice,  by  intimidating  or  suborning  evidence^  and  by 
other  proceedings,  having  for  their  object  the  acquital 
of  their  associates  in  iniquity. — They  succeeded  ia 
part ;  and  feeling  encouraged  by  the  triumph  of  a 
victory  over  the  insulted  Laws  of  their  Country,  they 
renewed  their  depredations  as  Stealers  and  Receivers 
of  the  property  of  the  Planters  and  Merchants, 
rendered,  exceedingly  valuable  from  the  then  great 
advance  in  the  price,  and  the  considerable  augmen- 
tation of  the  Duties. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances— beset  on  all 
kmds  by  hordes  of  Miscreants^  eager  to  seize  upon 

their 
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tfieir  property,  and  defeated  in  every  attempt  to  re- 
strain or  to  keep  them  within  bounds,  the  expedient 
of  Wet  Docks  had  been  resorted  to,  as  the  only 
apparent  means  of  relief. 

As  a  prelude  to  this  important  measure,  inquiries 
were  instituted  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  before  whom  it  appeared  in  evidence  that 
the  Plunder  on  West-India  Produce  alone,  occasioned 
an  annual  loss  to  the  Proprietors  of  1 50,000l.  (j)  a 
year,  and  50,000L  a  year  to  the  Revenue :  but  at 
that  period,  (viz.  1796|)  opportunities  had  not  been 
afForded  of  obtaining  that  full  and  extensive  infor- 
mation, which  has  since  arisen  from  the  minute  in- 
vestigations which  have  taken  place,  and  which  seeirt 
towarrsint  a  much  higher  estimate;  and  perhaps, 
the  following  view  of  the  geiieral  state  of  those  va- 
rious Depredations,  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  may  be  hazarded  as  approaching 
tolerably  near  the  truth. 

Isf.  Supposing  that  out  of  385  Ships ^  {the  average 
number  in  ayear^l^bth  part  or  T7  Ships  have  been^ 
viore  or  lesSy  subject  to  night  and  day  Plunder  in 
the  manner  already  explained  ;  and  that  the  Loss  in 
Sugar,  Rum,  Coffee,  and  other  articles,  on  thisjirst 
Class  of  Game  Ships,  averaged  700/.  per  Ship,  (zj 

2d.  That 

(j»)  A  Committee  from  the  Body  of  Plantcn  in  a  late  conference 

with  the  Minister,  stated  ihe  amount  of  the  Depredations  to  be 

mqre  than  doable  this  sum. 

(z)  i.lt  is  asocrtained  by  evidence  upon  oath,  that  from  a  Jamaica 

Ship 
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2^.  Tha$  1'bihsy  or  154  Ships j  had  hem  subject  to  epe^ 
cessive  Plunder^  and  that  the  whole  Lumpers ^  Coop^ 

ers^ 

Ship  discharged  in  January  17941  Ttuenty  T9ms  of  Sugar 
were  stolen,  in  consequence  of  an  agreemenc  between  the  chief 
Mate^  four  Custom-house,  and  two  Excise  Officers  then  oi| 
board  on  the  one  part,  and  a  notorious  Receiver  on  the  otherj 
who,  with  the  assistance  of  two  Light-borsement  carried  oq 
shore  about  a  Ton  each  night. 

2.  It  also  appears  on  similar  evidence,  that  from  a  Jamal<^a  Ship 

discharged  in  March  1794,  no  less  than  Fifty  Ttns  of  Smgat 
were  plundered  in  consequence  of  a  previous  agreement  with 
file  Mate  and  five  Revenue  Officers. — Ten  Hogsheads  were 
completely  emptied,  and  afterwards  stowed  in  a  part  of  the 
Ship  where  there  had  been  much  leakage,  that  it  might  ap« 
pear  the  Sugar  had  been  washed  out  during  the  voyajjc,— • 
The  result  was,  tha't  the  loss  was  borne  by  the  Undemjariieru  - 
From  the  same  Ship  three  whole  Puncheons  Of  Rum  weie' 
plundered,  besides  300  Gallons  pumped  from  diiftrentCaskst^ 
all  which  were  sent  on  shore  in  Skins  and  Bladders^-^Frooi 
this  Ship  a  large  quantity  of  Coffee  was  also  pillaged.^^Thft- 
five  Revenue  Officers  are  stated  to  have  each  shared  1 50!.  in- 
dependent of  the  money  received  by  the  Mate  and  Agents  in 
this  iniquitous  business. 

3.  The  same  evidence  states,  that  in  August  17941  a  small  Vessel 

arrived  in  the  River  from  Antigua,  with  70  Hogsheads  of 
Sugar;  Five  Hogsheads  of  which  were  actually  plundered' 
by  three  Tidesmen  in  conjunction  with  the  Mate^  and  a 
well-known  Receiver. — The  Captain  happened  to  be  a 
stranger,  who  had  expressed  much  apprehension  of  Lumpers^ 
upon  which  the  Revenue  Officers  pi^posed,  in  order  to  allay 
his  fears,  and  prevent  his  en^ploying  Lump^rsj  that  the)^ 
would  themselves  discharge  the  Cargo. — The  result  was^ 
that  while  he  remained  on  shore,  ponsideriiig  hiioaelf  a% 
secure,  he  lost  i-i^th  part  of  the  wliolo. 

4.  Upon  the  same  testimony  it  appears  that  ip  Septem^  '79{*  ^f 

Cargo  of  a  Jamaica  Ship  then  discharging  at  the  Quays  near 

London  Bridge  was  plundered  of  Ten  Tom  of  Sugar  by  the 

Mate  and  five  Revenue  Oflkers,  assisted  by  tiro  WatenocR 

In  the  Service  of  the  Customs*  * 

|.  It 
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ers,  Officer  Si  Maies,  and  Ships'  Crev:,  oUained  on 
an  average  260/.  a  Ship,  {a) 

5.  It  appears  further  by  evidence  upon  oachi  that  the  Cargo  of  a 
Jamaica  Ship  which  discharged  on  the  River  in  November 
1 795,  was  plundered  of  Sugar  and  other  articles  of  the  value 
of  500I.  by  three  Custom-house  and  two  Excise  Officers,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Captain,  Mate,  and  Ship's  Watermen, 
with  others. — The  whole  was  landed  by  a  notorious  Re- 
ceiver* 
6«  In  September  1796,  five  Revenue  Officers,  the  Mate,  and  a  no- 
torious Receiver  stole  Ten  Ton  of  Sugar,  and  a  whole 
Funchepn  of  Rum,  from  a  Vessel  from  St.  Kitt's,  which 
then  discharged  in  the  River. 
The  information,  upon  oath,  from  which  these  Cases  are  selected, 
goe)  a  considerable  length  further,  and  states  many  speci£c  facts, 
strongly  demonstrating  the  shocking  corruption  of  Morals  among 
▼arious  daises  employed  in  different  situations  upon  the  River,  and 
yet  these  instances  are  only  a  slight  shade,  when  compared  with 
the  aggregate* — Specific  details,  such  as  these  a^  only  brought  to 
light  by  accident,  while  the  great  mass  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

In  October  and  November  1 797,  a  discovery  was  made  of  1 2 
Ships  from  the  West-Indies,  all  discharging  about  the  same  time, 
which  had  been  shockingly  plundered.  The  detection  and  trial  of 
tome  of  the  delinquents  afterwards  ettublished  in  evidence  the  fol- 
lowing fiicts,  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  a  part  of  this  plunder^ 
which  authorized  the  following  estimate  of  the  Loss,  viz. 

Tons.  Cwt.  Qus, 
Jamaica  Sugar  • .  *  •     81         10      z 
Leeward  Island  ditto     4$         no 

127  I       z 

Lost  to  the  Crown  at  17s.  icd.  King's  Duty  ....  2,225  15  j 

Loss  to  Ship-Owner's  Freight 1052  o  o 

}j08S  to  Ship-Master*s  Primage 52  1 2  o 

Loss  to  Merchants'  Commission 400  o  o 

Loss  to  the  Planter  or  Owner  of  the  Sugar 7i95>  '4  o 

Total  . .  j(^.  11,684    I     3 
^  Average  Lost  nearly  One  Thousand  Founds  each  Ship,  ex- 
fhu^ve  of  vbat  was  not  discovored. 

2  3  J.  Tha^ 
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3^.  Thai  1-5/A,  or  ^^  Ships ^  from  havmg  someatten* 
tion  paid  on  the  fart  of  the  Ships'  Officers^  have 
suffered  a  loss  from  Lumpers^  Coopers  and  others^ 
only  to  the  extent  in  Sugar,  Coffee,  and  other  or-- 
tides  J  of  lOO/.  a  Ship. 

Aih.  Thtit  1-5 /A,  or  ^^  Ships,  from  a  still  greater  de^ 
gree  of  vigilance,  increased  by  the  constant  or  occa^ 
^ional  presence  of  the  Ship  Masters,  may  have  only 
suffered  on  an  average  to  the  extent  of  50/.  each 
Ship. 

Sth.That  in  about  2,500  Lighters,  employed  in  discharge- 
ing  West'India  Ships,  {including  their  repeated 
trips,)  the  average  Plunder  of  Sugar,  Rum,  .Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Ginger,  Pimento,  Logwood,  Fustic,  &Cm 
might  amount  to  61.  on  each  Cargo, 

6th.  That  on  120,000  Casks  of  Sugar,  15,000  Pun^ 
cheons  of  Rum,  and  100,000  other  Packages,  con^ 
sisting  of  Coffee,  Cocoa,  Pimento,  Gmger,  Tur^ 
meric.  Cotton^  Hides,  Elephants  Teeth,  Castor  Oil, 
besides  Mahogany,  Logwood,  Fustic,  and  other  Dye 
Woods,  and  Lancewood  Spars,  landed  on  the  dif- 
ferent Quays  and  Wharfs — the  average  Pillage  by 
Scuffle-Hunters ,  and  others  upon  the  Quays,  may 
have  amounted  to  2s.  a  Package,  on  235,000  Pack* 
ages  I  and  2Qs.  per  Ton  on  the  different  Woods,  {b) 

estimating 

[a)  In  cases  where  Lumpers  were  either  remunerated  in  part  or 
In  whole  fiom  the  Plunder  obtained,  this  average  would  appear  to 
be  moderate. 

{h)  It  is  well  asceruined  that  the  pillage  of  Dye  Woods,  par- 
ticularly Logwood  and  Fustic,  has  been  very  excessive,  both  in  the 

Lighters 
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ers.  Officers^  Ma/es^  and  Ships'  Crev:,  oUained  on 
ah  average  260/.  a  Ship,  {a) 

5«  It  appears  further  by  evidence  upon  oathi  that  the  Cargo  of  a 
Jamaica  Ship  which  discharged  on  the  River  in  November 
1 795y  was  plundered  of  Sugar  and  other  articles  of  the  value 
of  5ooh  by  three  Custom-house  and  two  Excise  Officers,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Captain,  Mate,  and  Ship's  Watermen, 
with  others. — The  whole  was  landed  by  a  notorious  Re- 
ceiver. 

6.  In  September  17961  five  Revenue  Officers,  the  Mate,  and  a  no- 
torious Receiver  stole  Ten  Ton  of  Sugar,  and  a  whole 
Puncheon  of  Rum,  from  a  Vessel  from  St.  Kitt's,  which 
then  discharged  in  the  River. 
The  information,  upon  oath,  from  which  these  Cases  are  selected, 
goe^  a  considerable  length  further,  and  states  many  spcci£c  facts, 
strongly  demonstrating  the  shocking  corruption  of  Morals  among 
▼arious  daises  employed  in  different  situations  upon  the  River,  and 
yet  these  instances  are  only  a  slight  shade,  when  compared  with 
the  aggregate. — Specific  details,  such  as  these  at'e  only  brought  to 
lijght  by  accident,  while  the  great  mass  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

In  October  and  November  1 797,  a  discovery  was  made*  of  1 2 
Ships  from  the  West-Indies,  all  discharging  about  the  same  time, 
which  had  been  shockingly  plundered.  The  detection  and  trial  of 
some  of  the  delinquents  afterwards  ettublished  in  evidence  the  fol- 
lowing &cts,  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  a  part  of  this  plunder, 
which  authorized  the  following  estimate  of  the  Loss,  viz. 

Tons.  Cwt.  Qus. 
Jamaica  Sugar  •  •  «  •     81         zo      z 
Leeward  Island  ditto     45        no 

127  I       z 

Lost  to  the  Crown  at  17$.  icd.  King's  Duty  ....  2,225  15  3 

Loss  to  Ship-Owner's  Freight 1052  o  o 

JjOss  to  Ship-Master's  Primage 52  12  o 

Loss  to  Merchants'  Commission 400  o  o 

Loss  to  the  Planter  or  Owner  of  the  Sugar  .....  '],<)$$  '4  ^ 

Total  ..  ;^. 1 1,684     I     3 
^  Average  Loss  nearly  One  Thousand  Founds  each  Ship,  ex- 
ffhi^^e  of  vbat  was  not  dlicovg:cd. 

2  3J.  Tha^ 
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will  not  only  assist  the  judgment,  but  may  possibly 
produce  a  coovicUon  in'  the  mibd  ibat  the  calcula- 
tions are  pot  over-strained. 

^  In  an  importation  extending  to  upwards  of  Seven 
Millions  sterling  a  year^  and  comprising  at  least 
235,000  Casks  and  Packages  of  different  kiods^  de- 
livered ftom  the  Ships  and  oonyeyed  to  the  Ware- 
houses,  through  the  medium,  agency,  and  inter- 
vention of  such  a  multiude  of  individuals,  the  major 
prt  bent  upon  Pillage ;  and  when  to  this  consideia- 
tioji  is  added  the  ready  access  which  is  obtained  to 
this  species  of  Property,  and  the  ease  and  facility 
with  whiehitcan  be  eqncealed  and  disposed  of — 
large  as<4he  losses  appear  to  be  ;  yet  when  measured 
by  the  "Scaic"of  quantity  and  value,  and  the  risque 
attached  to  the  transit  of  this  immense  floating  PfO- 
perty,  they  will  not  appear  to  be  over--rated. 

Xo  tb<5  de/alqatiott  of  Property  however,  which  has 
been  thus  detailed  and  explained,  must  be  added  the 
losses  which  arise  from  the  Stealing  of  Goods  ex- 
ported ^to   the  West-India  Islands,  (e) — ^In    Ship- 

{e]  Among  the  numerous  instances  of  Depredations  on  outwacd- 
bound  WeSt-hidia  Cargoes,  one  has  been  stated,  upon  the  oath  of  the 
ItSotmapt,  *to^hsjre  happened  in  Aigost  17951  wheve  two  Ttdes^ 
avea  an  cbafged  with  having  seduced  the  Male  of  a  SUp  bowid  to> 
Jamaica,  to  break  open  two  Cases  of  Nankeens  and  Callicoesi 
whkh  was  done'With^he  assi&tatice  of  a  notorious  Receiver,  who 
purchased^  at  a  very  under  price,  200  whole  Pieces. — ^The  produce 
was  e^EgUop  ditiAcd  among  four  pjenom  ooncenwd  in  this  Felony. 

nents 
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immnA  vMdi  exteild  to  nearly  Foulr  MHlkms  sterling 
ft  y^lir,  ^here  mamenous  Rickagm  ere  convejed, 
thmu|^  such  a  variety  of  points  of  danger,  to  above 
57ti  difl^rent  Ve^ds ;  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  from 
kh»  ind^noes  which  have  already  been  stated  of  tire 
Pillage  of  Dry  Goods^  and  other  Merchandite  in 
%he  course  of  exportaUon,  that  a  Commerce  so  ex- 
tended oan  ettsape  its  ^hare  of  the  general  loss.  To 
what  ett<$tit  it  h^  already  gone^  it  k  impossible  even 
♦<»  hal^d  a  conjecture.*— It  is  sufBciently  obvious^ 
that  Sy^ti^s  have  been  formed  by  Delinquents  hos*- 
t9^  to  this  sp^ciefi  of  Property^  and  that  antidotes 
-arc  net^csdary  for  the  putpsse  of  eradicating,  or  at 
iMSt  checking  the  evil^  before  it  operates  as'a  serious 
bardt n  >  upon  the  Trade. 


DEPREDATIONS 

ON 

ALL. THE  OTHER  BRANCHES  OF  TRADE 

TO  AND  PftOM  THE  PORT  O*  LONDON. 

I.  BaiTisH  Continental  Colonies  in  North 

America. 

This  Commerce  employed  68  Ships  in  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1798,  and  its  Exports 
and  Imports  amounted  to  1,638,1441.  sterling,  viz. 

Imports  ....     290,894 
Exports i»347.25o 

Total  .  .  /;.!  .638,1 44. 

I  a  It 
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It  comprises  the  Trade  carried  on  to  Hudson^s-- 
Bay  Nova- Scotia,  New  Brunswick^  St.  Jobn*s 
Island,  Cape  Briton,  Newfoundland,  and  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada. — ^The  articles  imported  are  chiefly 
confined  to  fine  Furs,  Skins,  Peltry,  Fish,  Oil  and 
Timber,  and  occasionally  some  Com. 

The  Furs,  particularly  in  the  Quebeck  Ships,  arc 
known  to  have  been  an  object  of  Plunder  to  a  con* 
siderable  extent. — ^Their  great  value  has  excited  the 
attention  of  those  classes  of  Delinquents  who  are 
generally  the  Purchasers. — It  is  a  curious  circtkm* 
stance  that  anlong  the  Jews,  almost  the  only  Manu- 
facture which  is  carried  on  is  that  of  the  Hats.'-^ 
The  materials  they  generally  purchase  at  a  cheap 
rate,  and  some  of  them  are  said  to  be  upon  the  watch 
when  the  Quebeck  and  Hudson's  Bay  Ships  arrive, 
and  eager  in  their  solicitations  with  those  who  have 
access  to  obtain  this  species  of  Plunder. — ^A  discovery 
was  made  in  1798)  of  Pillage  in  a  Quebeck  Ship  to  the 
extent  of  4001.  in  Furs;  and  wherever  Lumpers 
are  introduced,  without  proper  controul,  it  cannot 
fail  to  be  extensive.  So  sensible  have  some  Ship- 
owners been  of  the  hazard  to  which  they  were 
exposed,  that  they  solicited  the  assistance  of  the 
Marine  Police,  and  trained  Constables  have  guarded 
both  the  Ships  and  Lighters. — ^The  ready  means  of 
disposing  kS(  fne  Furs,  renders  this  article^  from  its 
portable  nature  and  great  value,  extremely  subject 
to  Plunder,  and  although  it  is  not  possible  to  be 
accurate  as  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  losses  sus- 
tained in  this  branch  of  Commerce  by  Pillage,  yet 

I  it 
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it  is  to  be  epmidered,  tbst  Skins,  Corn,  Fish,  and  Oil, 
are  also  known  to  be  plundered  to  a  great  extent ;  and 
that  Tinnber,  unlikely  as  it  may  appear,  is  an  article 
upon  which  great  Depredations  are  committed. — 
The  Exports  to  the  British  Colonies,  (also  an  object 
of  Plunder,)  amount  to  1,347,^50L  a  year— contain- 
ed in  many  Packages,  and  exceedingly  exposed  in 
their  transit  to  the  Ships,  and  afterwards.  (/)  So 
that  upon  the  whole  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to 
supfKwe,  that  the  annual  aggregate  Loss  to  the  Re- 
venue, and  the  Individuals,,  by  Plunder  in  this  branch 
of  Trade  may  extend  to  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a 
Year. 


II.  African  Trade  :  including  the  Cape  op 

Good  Hope. 

The  Commerce  of  Africa  is  limited  to  a  few 
Sbips — 11  entered,  and  04  cleared  out  from  the 
Port  -  of  London,  in  the  year  ending  5th  January, 
I7Q8. — ^The  value,  however,  of  Goods  exported  is 

(/)  When  it  is  considered  how  practicable  it  has  been  to  commit 
Rdbberies  on  Commercial  Property,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to 
detect  the  Culprits,  it  is  even  a  matter  of  wonder  that  so  many 
specific  facts  have  come  to  light ;  among  others  it  has  been  stated 
00  credible  authority,  and  upon  oath,  that  in  March  179;,  the 
Mate  of  a  vessel,  ontward-boond  to  Newfoundland,  with  the  two 
Tidesmen  then  on  board,  stole  a  large  Bale  of  Woollen  Stockings, 
which  was  bought  and  landed  by  a  notorious  Receiver,  and  the 
porchase-moo^  divided  among  the  three  Delinquenti. 

considerable. 


coQjBicIerable.  With  respect  tp  tlm  Tvaide  c^  tho 
Capa  of  Good  Hope,(j^)it  is  y^t  to  ita  wfaney.  It  c«a 
only  be  said  to  employ  aboiit  six  Sbipa,  The  ^g^ 
gregatc  Exports  and  Imports^  however,  toi  wd  ftx>fii 
all  parts  of  Africa,  appearic^  to  amoiu)t  to  mcwe 
than  Half  a  Million  a.ycar>  via,  531>*4S1. — it  iroy, 
perhaps,  not  be  too  much  to  suppose  tb&  annuai 
loss  by  Pillage  and  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue  and  Iqm 
dividuals  in  this  branch  of  Tirade,  surrdnQded  as  it 
18  in  common  with  others  by  crtoiinaJi  DeliQ<)M«iM9> 
nay  amount  to  2,500l.  a  yeaf. 

III.  Southern'  and  Nokthern  Whale  Fishery. 

• 

This  Trade  employs  45  Ships  out  of  the  Pgrt  q( 
London,  viz.  29  in  the  Southern,  and*  16  in  the 
Northern  or  Greenland  Fishery ;  the  Trade  is  con- 
fined solely  towhat  is  imported.which  con^sts  oCBlub- 
ber.  Oil,  Wbale  Fins,  and  soaie  Seal  Skins.  The  total. 
value  is  stated  to  amount  to314>d3ll.  for  the  ycav 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1798. — ^The  Oil  being 
a  bulky  article,  is  of  course  confiderably  expofcd  in 
Its  various  transits,  and  partaking  of  the  nature  of 

(g)  It  is  ascertained  on  credibly  authomy>  that  in  March  1798* 
4  Urge  quantity  of  Lc^g  Pepper  vfM,  acoLn>  from  a  Ship  from  tba 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  the  Mate  aiKi  Oficerfr  in  1.  Ship  fnoat  Lji# 
boDj  which  then  lay  along  side^  assisted  by  a  notonous  and  weU* 
known  Receiver,  who  cotvveyed  it  on  shoM.  The  whole  wa^L 
handed  to  him  out  of  the  Cabin  Wiadowa  of  the  Lisbon  Vessel,, 
where  it  had  been  previously  deposited,  and  concealed  oncil  dark. 

Liquors', 
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Xkflors^  vitb  respect  tg  the  ease  with  which  qtiaor 
dties  can  be  drawD  off*,  and  the  facility  with  which  it 
can  be  sold^  it  may  possibly  not  be  too  much  to  supr 
poee^  that  !^000l.  a  year  may  be  th^  amount  of  the 
jbss  tx)  the  Revenue  and  Individual^  by  Pillage,  where 
the  scale  of  the  Trade  is  so  extensive^  a^  where 
Eiiportation  forms  no  part  of  the  value. 

IV.  Taai>&  with  the  United  States  op 

America. 

The  Trade  of  the  United  States  of  America  cm- 
ploys  about  140  Ships,  all  of  which  are  Foreign. 
The  Imports  consist  of  Tobacco,  Rice,  Cotton,  In- 
digo, Corn,  Oil,  Skins,  Naval  Stores,  and  various 
West-India  productions  to  the  ampunt  of  }^6 1 7>386/. 
The  Exports  in  British  and  Foreign  Merchandise  are 
estimated  at  3,898,864/.  for  the  year  ending  th^ 
5th  of  January  1798. 

Tobacco  {h)  is  an  article  exceedingly  coveted  by 
the  Lower  Orders  of  the  People,  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  excellent  Regulation*  of  Grovernment,  with 
respect  to  this  article,  the  detection  and  conviction 

Ih]  It  appears  from  the  evidence  of  a  person  well  informed  upcn 
the  subject  of  die  Pillage  of  Tobacco,  that  considerable  quantities 
aie  sent  en  shore  in  the  Officeis'  Boxes.  The  pretence  made  use  of 
is,  that  the  Key  is  lost,  and  that  the  Box  is  sent  on  shore  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  getting  a  new  one  to  fit  it.  Considerable  Robberies  have 
been  recently  detected  by  the  O&en  of  the  Marine  Police.  ' 

of 
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of  OfFenders  prove,  that  the  Pillage  is  still  very  con- 
siderable, aiid  indeed,  when  the  corrupt  conduct  of 
not  a  few  of  the  Revenue  Officers  is  taken  into  con- 
sideration, it  is  not  unnatural  to  suppose,  that  the 
practices  which  had  been  found  to  prevail,  in  so 
great  a  degree,  on  board  of  West-India  Ships  (before 
an  antidote  was  applied)  extend  also  to  those  from  the 
American  States,  since  their  Cargoes  are  not  seldom 
composed  at  least  partly  of  Sugar,  Coffee,  Cocoa,  and 
other  valuable  West-India  Produce,  as  well  as  the 
natural  Productions  of  these  States ;  all  of  which 
being  of  a  nature,  calculated  to  excite  the  attention 
of  River  Thieves,  must  consequently  suffer  in  com- 
mon with  other  branches  of  Trade ;  nor  can  it  be 
fairly  argued,  that  the  security  is  increased  by  the 
means  which  the  American  Traders  have  of  discharg- 
ing their  Vessels  with  their  Ships'  Crews,  since 
abundance  of  proofs  can  be  adduced,  arising  from 
actual  and  recent  detections  of  their  being  nearly 
as  eager  for  Plunder  as  the  Lumpers,  and  equally  * 
open  to  seduction  as  the  Mates  and  Crews  of 
the  British  Ships.  Indeed,  it  has  appeared  in 
several  instances  in  judicial  Investigations,  that  the 
Plunder  of  American  Ships,  by  their  own  Crews, 
assisted,  no  doubt,  by  Revenue  Officers,  has  been 
very  excessive,  especially  when  the  Cargoes  have 
been  composed  of  West-India  Articles. 

The  Copemen,  as  they  are  called,  or  in  other 
words^  the  Receivers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River, 

are 
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9Tt  introduced  through  the  medium  of  Game  Rb* 
venue  Officers^  as  often  as  they  are  placed  on  board 
of  American  Ships^  who  have  even  found  means  to 
seduce  some  of  the  Captains  themselves  to  consent 
to  permit^  and  to  share  in  the  general  Pillage  which 
takes  place  by  means  of  such  Criminal  Confe* 
deracies* 

When  it  is  recollected^  that  to  the  same  Indivi* 
duals  who  have  associated  with  Receivers  and  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  pillaging  the  homeward-bound 
Cargoes,  the  Merchandise  exported  is  equally  open 
to  Depredation,  and  when  it  is  clearly  ascertained, 
that  Packages  have  been  opened  by  the  connivance 
of  Revenue  Officers,  and  either  wholly  emptied  of 
their  contents,  or  pieces  of  valuable  Muslins,  Silk, 
and  other  Goods  abstracted  ;  and  when  in  addition 
to  this,  complaints  are  constantly  made  of  the  defi- 
dency  of  Groods  exported,  where  the  Fumiabers  or 
the  Exporters  are  subject  to  considerable  losses,  the 
extent  of  which  from  the  diffused  state  of  the  Com- 
merce, and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  car* 
ried  on,  cannot  be  ascertained  ;  it  is  not  unfair  to 
presume  (combining  the  losses  by  PiUage,  Embes- 
xlement  and  Frauds,(i)  on  the  whole  Imports  and 
Exports  fitnn  the  Port  of  London  to  the  American 
States,  amounting  in  all  to  5yl  16^250/.   sterlings) 

(r)  Coitttdtnbk  Frauds  on  the  Revenue  have  been  ooounitte^ 
by  landing  Tobooco  in  sednded  parts  of  the  River,  after  it  has 
been  shq>pcd  bt  Exportation, 

duit 


12%  TREATISE   OK 


.t^iat  the  whole  loss  to4be  Kevenue  and  the  Indivv 
duals,  may  amount,  on  so  ex.tensive  a  scale  of  Com.- 
fDCTQC^  under  the  peculiar  circumstanocs  which  bay^ 
been  explained,  to  Thirlj  Tbousatid  Pounds  a  vear  J  . 


"V.  Trade  to  and  prom  the  Mediterranean' 

AND  Turkey. 

,  NoTWiTHSTANDiNa  the  latpedimeQifl  wbrch  stood 
in  the  way  of  the  Trade  to  the  Medfterrancao  and 
Turkey,  it  employed  Tl  Ships  and  Vcssds  from  the 
l^offt  «f  London^  for  the  year  ending  the  5tb  of  J»* 
auary  17^.  The  Icoports  amounted  to  390^7^/. 
itiid  the  Exports  to  1 18,Q)4/. — Both  U)getber  excecdrr 
\x%  Half  a  MiQioD  sterling. 

Tire  general  Waifaee  on  every  spcsdes  of  Pro* 
perty,  wfaicb  naovesr'tipoQ  the  Rirer  Thames,  sub<» 
jfBcts  Goods^  imported  from  the  Mtdkeyrancan,  to 
theic  shacc  of  the  loss  arbmgfrom  the  extended  Sy»« 
tem  g(  FUIage,.  which  prevaib  botk  in  the  Ships  and 
the  Ligliters,  and  also  on  the  Quays  and  Landings 
plaees.  During  the  .transit  from  the  Ship's  hold  to 
the  Warehouses  of  the  Importers^  the  Plunder^  on 
aofloy  occasions^  is  very  coasiderabre ;  bat  in  this 
partietidar  Trade  the  Pillage  of  the  outward-bound 
Cargoes  may  perhaps  be*  even  move  extensive^  sinoe 
East-India  and  other  Foreign  Articles  exported  to 
tberStmtghts  are  known  to  hare  been  sofaject  to  very 
great  Dsepredattons,  particularly  the  article  of  Pepper^ 
which  is  said  to  have  gone  to  a  length  scarcely  to  be 
.    ♦  credited. 
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credited.  A  Specific  instance  has  been  stated  to  the 
Atuhor,  apoa  vbich  he  can  fuHy  irely»  of  a  Ship  out- 
ward  bound  to .  Xieghorn^  ^herc  excessive  Hunder 
look-pkce^  both  by  day  and  by  night. 

Upon  tbii  bcaneh  of  Comnnerce^  thcrefixCf  the 
^videnoe  of  the  ia^rics  sustained  by  the  Reven^iQ  aad 
the  IndivkiBals^  seem  to  wanant  ao  opinion^  that 
tbcy  may  fairly  be  estimated  at  Smen  Tbousofid 
Pounds  Ajearlik) 

VI.  Teade  with  Spaik. 

To  tha  entighteoed  Policy  of  Government  are  vre 
indebted  fer  the  very  considerable  Trade  vhicb  is 
carried  ou  betweea  the  Port  of  Landon  and  Spaki^ 
'  as  wdl  as  other  Fbwers.  with  whom  this  Gxiatiy  la 
al  pres^it  at  Wan  It  is  by  such  wise  arranf^emeatt^ 
thai  mm  Maffeeiqlah  are  procttred  bt  onr  Manaiac* 
tories^  and  the  Produce  of  the  National  Industry  C3^ 
ported  even  to-  the  Enemy. 

The  Eiports  and  Imports  to.  asid  from  Spain  aod 
the  n^rt  of  London^  approached  nearly  to  a  MilUon 

{k)  In  June  l^^JyB.  accordb^  to  the  evidence  of  a  person^  who  dis. 
closed  many  Felonies  and  Frauds^  which  came  under  his  own  inspec. 
tion,  the  Mate  and  Tidesman,  on  brwrd  a  Ve&sel  bound  to  Napka^ 
III  oMjiiaotipn  nmhft  Watennai>  a  notorious  Receiver,  nnshspped  ^ 
much  Pepper  from  the  Cargo  as  produced  loo/.  besides  a  quantity  of 
printed  Goods  stolen  from  a  Package  on  board.  An  average  Loss 
was  made  of  the  whole  at  Naples,  including  some  damage  sustained 
hf  the  Ship  (Ml  tk^  Voyage  ^  and.  tho  Uoderwritsrs  wof  saddM 
with  the  Loss. 

Sterlings 
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8terljng9(/)  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  January 
1798,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  Commercial  Arti- 
cles,  which  compose  this  Trade,  joined  to  specific 
evidence  of  Pillage,  there  are  strong  grounds  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  has  been  equal  at  least  to  other  branches* 
Spanish  Wool  has  been  stated  to  be  an  article  much 
subject  to  Depredation,  not  only  from  its  great  value 
rendering  it  desirable,  but  from  the  ease  with  which 
it  can  be  carried  on  shore  without  suspicion* 

It  has  appeared  in  evidence,  that  it  is  not  an  un* 
usual  practice  with  Revenue  Officers  to  fill  their 
Mattresses  with  fine  Spanish  Wool,  and  to  send  them 
on  shore  with  all  the  appearance  of  a  regular  routine 
of  Duty  in  moving  from  one  Ship  to  another.  An 
Officer,  since  dismissed  for  getting  drunk,  received 
15/.  for  his  share  of  Plunder  obtained  in  this  way.  ' 
It  may  be  naturally  supposed,  that  it  was  equally  pro- 
ductive to  the  others,  and  that  the  Ships*  Crews  and 
Labourers  shared  in  the  Booty. 

Brandies  also  have  suffered  by  the  operation  of  the 
Jigger^  and  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Skins,  and 
Bladders  with  Nozles,  furnished  by  the  Copemen  or 
Receivers,  who  are  ever  ready  to  offer  not  only 
their  own  assistance,  but  also  the  assistance  of  the 
instruments  they  provide,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect,  the  nefarious  designs  they  are  constantly 
forming  against  Commercial  Property. 

Taking  all  circ^umstances  into  consideration,  it 
may  not  be  unfair  to  estimate  the  Frauds  and  De- 

(/)  Vide  Chapter  I.  page  37. 

predations> 
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predations^  on  the  Cargoes  of  1 21  Ships  in  this  Trade, 
including  Imports  and  Exports,  at  Ten  Thousand 
Pounds  annuaUy. 

VII.  Taadb  with  Faancb  anb  Austrian 

Flanders. 

The  Trade  to  and  from  these  Countries,  notwhh* 
standing  the  War,  extended  in  Exports  to  978,038/. 
and  Imports  36,979/.  for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
January  1798.(w)  The  whole  is  somewhat  better 
than  a  Million  sterling.  The  articles  exported 
chiefly  consisted  of  Tobacco,  and  East  and  West- 
India  Goods,  There  are  strong  grounds  to  believe, 
that  the  Plunder,  especially  where  Game  Officers 
were  on  board,  must  have  been  considerable.  Re- 
flecting on  the  nature  of  the  Articles,  and  the  valued 
it  may  not  be  too  much  upon  the  whole  to  esti- 
mate the  annual  Frauds  and  Plunder,  on  the  home- 
ward and  outward-bound  Cargoes  of  122  Ships  in 
this  Trade,  at  Ten  Thousand  "Pounds. 

VIIL  Trade  with  Portugal. 

The  Imports  and  Exports  to  Portugal,  for  the  year 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1798,  amounted  to 
853,237/.  and  employed  180  Ships.     For  the  reasons 

*{m)  See  General  View,  pag«  22j  and  alto  page  37. 

already 


Iftfi  T!t& ATf  S6  •  O!?- 

sjreatjy  It6»g;ned|  the  Plunder  apoti  the  outlwrd 
and  bomeward^bound  C^rgOe^^  whichi  in  pcHot  of 
value  are  nearly  equal,  may  be  estinwit^d  at  6000/. 
a  year. 

IX.  Trade  with  Holland. 

Although  the  War. has  abridged  the  Trade  to 
the  United  Provinces  very  considerably,  yet  from 
the  wise  measures  of  State  which  have  been  pursued, 
it  employed  329  Ships,  and  amounts  to  2,211,360/. 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  ending  the  6th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1798. 

The  Imports,  which  amounted  to  673t24l/.  con» 
sisting  of  Grain,  Seeds^  Dye-Stufft,  Cheese  and 
other  Provisions,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
cles,  have  been  subject  to  a  good  deal  of  Plunder. 
While  the  Exports,  composed  of  Tobacco,  Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Sugar,  and  other  West-India  Goods,  for 
the  reasons  already  assigned,  could  not  fail  to  have 
suffered  in  an  equal  proportion ;  Brandy  and  Gin 
in  particular,  have  been  always  subject  to  much  Pil- 
lage. An  instance  can  be  adduced  of  1000  Gallons 
of  Gin  having  been  plundered  in  the  course  of  a  dis- 
charge from  a  single  Ship ;  so  that  it  may  reason- 
ably be  concluded,  that  the  aggregate  Frauds  and 
Plunder,  in  so  large  a  value,  could  not  be  less  than 
Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a  year. 

I 

X.  Trade 
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X.  Tradk  with  Germany, 

The  situation  of  Holland,  has  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  extend  the  Trade  chiefly  betweea 
^amburgh  and  London,  which  had  risen  in  the  yeac 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1798>  to  the  unexampled 
^Qjght  of  lOfi72,27lL  Imports  and  Export^  in 
which  Commerce,  63  British  and  172  Foreign  Ves^ 
$d3  were  employed. 

The  Goods  imported  amounted  to  •  •  .  ^•2,6589c5kr 
-  And  the  E^oports  of  British  Mantifactuie    »    »      1*6219149 

The  RtffoalDder  was  composed  of  East  and 
..  ,        West-India  Goods»  &c.      •     .     »    •     .      ^i39^uS|. 

Total    .    .    .    £'to,6fiiTfi 

Both  Imports  ^nd  Exports,  but  particularly  thd 
]Sast,and  West  India  Produce,  have  been  proved  to 
have  been  .  subject  to  excessive  Pillage.  Instances 
have  been  stated,  of  the  Plunder  of  raw,  and  evea 
refined  Sugars,  to  a  very  great  extent,  together  with 
CofFcCj  Cocoa,  Pimento,  and  other  articles, — an 
abuse  and  defalcation  to  be  expected,  not  only  frona» 
the  vast  Exportation  that  took  place,  but  from  the 
QTooded  state  of  the  Wharfs,  and  the  hurry  and  con- 
iusiQH  which  attended  the  Exportations  in  the  whole 
of  their  progress,  from  ihe  Warehouses  to  the  Quays' 
and  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the  holds  of  the 
Ships,  in  all  which  stages,  from  tbo  numerous  class 
of  Ddioc^uents,  which  surrounded  this  Property,  (and 

6  which 
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which  indeed^  suxrounds  all  Commercial  Property  in' 
its  various  transits,)  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  the 
Pillage  must  have  been  considerable,  and  it  appears 
from  a  variety  of  facts,  that  in  some  instances  it  was 
carried  to  a  very  great  extent,  both  with,  and  without 
the  connivance  of,  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers.  It 
would  seem  also,  that  their  mischievous  auxiliaries 
the  Receivers,  are  equally  alert  in  seducing  persons 
leaving  trusts  in  this  Trade,  as  in  that  of  the  East 
and  West-Indies.  Its  scale  is  now  become  so  im- 
mense, and  the  articles  which  compose  both  the 
homeward  and  outward  Cargoes  are  so  easily  dis- 
posed of,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered,  that  in  this 
extensive  branch  of  Trade  conspiracies  should  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  systematic  De- 
predations, both  upon  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 
the  Port,which  are  the  more  easily  effected,  as  the  Ves- 
sels in  this  line  of  Commerce  have  never  been  attended 
to,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  East-India  and  Colonial 
Ships,  and  still,  although  the  resource  for  Plunder  has 
now  become  almost  as  great  as  in  West -India  Ships, 
they  are  not  yet  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Po- 
lice.— That  Jiggers,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  Nozles^ 
are  employed  in  drawing  ofFlai^e  quantities  of  Gin 
and  Brandy,  when  such  articles  compose  the  Car- 
goes, cannot  be  doubted,  while  every  other  article 
is  subject,  more  or  less,  to  the  influence  and  eflect 
of  this  nefarious  System;  especially  since  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Marine  Police,  in  shutting  out  all 
means   of  obtaining  Plunder  in  West-India  Ships, 

has 
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has  had  Ibe  ttkct  to  increase  the  Depredations  ia 
the  Hamburgh^  and  other  Outward-bound  Vessds, 
with  West-India  Produce,  where  it  frequently  hap* 
pens,  when  opportunities  dS  not  offer  for  landing  the 
Pillage^  previous  to  the  Ship's  leaving  the  Pool,  or  on 
the*  way  down,  that  means  are  found  of  carrying  it, 
to  a  place  of  safety,  on  reaching  Grav^send* 

From  .^n;  important  recent  investigation  it  appears^ 
that  1^)00  pieces  of  Bandana  Handkerchiefs  and  six 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  Captain,  and  Revenue  Officers,  landed,  from  a 
Veasel  bound  to  Embden,  in  April  1795. — In  May 
ibllowiog,  1500  pieces  of  Bandanas  and  seven 
eases  of  Playing  Cards,  were  landed  from  another 
Vessel  bound  to  the  same  Port ;  and  in  the  month 
of  June  in  the  same  year,  1200  pieces  of  Bandanas 
and  six  cases  of  Cards  were  unshipped,  by  the  con-* 
nivance  of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  from  a  Vessel 
bound  to  Hamburgh.  The  same,  persons  broke 
open  a  case  of  Hardware,  a  part  of  the  Cargo,  and 
stole  1 50  silver-mounted  SnufF  Boxes. 

Considering  therefore,  the  magnitude  of  this  Trade, 
and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  carried 
on,  with  all  the  other  circumstances  tending  to 
increase  the  risque  of  Plunder,  which  has  been  al- 
ready detailed,  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that 
the  Depredations,  and  loss  of  Revenue,  upon  so 
extensive  a  Property,  circulating  under  such  dis- 
advantageous   circumstances    without    Protection, 

K  .  and 
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Md   iiiVe]q)ed   in    danger^  c&Aniot  be  llcsB  ithaii 

Tweniy-Jive  Thdusand  'Pounds  ajtar. 

XI.  Trabb  Vith  Prussia. 

THts  Trade  employed  608  Ships>  for  the  ywf 
ending  tbe  9lh  of  January  1798,  whereof  527  were 
Foreign^  and  81  British.  The  Imports  consist 
ehiefly  of  Timber  from  Memel,  and  some  Comi 
imounting  to  a30,627A  The  Exports  consist  <A 
British  Merchandise  or  Manufactures  £.b%yZ96 
andCofonial  and  Sast-India  Goods  153^320 


Total    .    ^.21 1,66a 

Strange  as  it  raay  appear,  it  has  been  already  ob-^ 
served,  that  even  the  unwieldy  article  of  Tinnber 
is  subject  to  considerable  Depredations.  A  single 
Commercial  House  in  this  Trade  estimate  their  an- 
nual loss  by  Plunder  at  50b/.  which  is  found  to  be 
not  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  deficiency 
Which  is  discovered,  when  the  annual  Inventory  is 
taken.  Such  is  the  scale,  upon  which  this  immense 
^rade,  in  a  coarse  article^  is  earned  on,  that  tbe  Pil- 
lage of  four  or  five  Logs  from  each  Cargo,  while  ex- 
posed in  iRafts  in  the  River,  would  amount  to  Ten 
Thousand  pounds  :  but  upon  the  whole  Imports  and 
Exports,  together  making  an  aggregate  of  432,4Q0/. 
although  it  is  known  that  many  of  the  West-India 

-3  Articles^ 
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Articles^  irludi  form  the  chief  value  of  the  ^bif^ 
meots  Yram  the  Bsrt  of  London,  are  ronch  expose<£ 
to  Depredation,  the  total  Loss  sustaiaed  by  Fraioda 
on  the  Re^remue,  and  by  acts  of  Delinquency,  is 
66ttnKited<on]y  at  Ten  Umisand  Pounds  a  ytar. 

X.   TbABE  with  t'OLAND, 

The  extenjk  of  this  Tcade  depends  much  on  £he 
demand  for  the  article  of  Grain.  In  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January,  1798,  it  employed  only  69 
Ships.  The  imports  consisting  chiefly  of  Corn  and 
Linens,  were  valued  at  ^f. 207,477  ;  while  the  exports 
only  amounted  to  ^.35,468.— Total  ^.042,945. 

In  the  general  system  of  Pillage,  which  has  per* 
yaded  the  River  Thames,  Grain,  of  all  kinds  has 
suffered  by  Depredations^  in  common  with  other 
articles ;  not  only  by  the  numerous  Labourers  in  this 
branch,  who  are  known  to  have  carried  the  Pillagp 
to  a  great  e^ten^,  but  also  by  River  Plunderers,  in 
general,  who  steal  Bags  of  this  article  from  Lighter^, 
as  often  as  opportunities  occur. 

In  the  detail  of  Depredations,  recently  givepi 
by  a  person,  who  disclosed  a  variety  of  specific 
Acts  of  Pillage,  it  appears,  that  in  August,  1 797^  a 
Vessel  arrived  in  the  River,  from  the  East  Country 
with  Wheat.  The  Tide  Qfiicers  are  charged  with 
having  seduced  the  Master  and  Mate,  who  were 
Foreigners,  in  consequence  of  which,  30  quarten  of 
Wheat  were  unshipped,  and  sold  at  aos.  to  a  Ee- 
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ceiver  at  Rotberhithe,  while  the  remainder  sold  for 
3l.  The  produce  of  the  Corn  was  equally  divided 
between  the  Officers,  Master  and  Mate. 

The  aggregate  average  loss,  therefore,  by  Frauds 
and  Plunder,  on  Goods  imported  from,  and  exported 
to  Poland,  may  be  estimated  at  Five  Thousand 
Pounds  a  Year. 

XI.  Taabe  with  Sweden^. 

The  importations  from  Sweden,  for  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January  1798,  amounted  to  ^152,707 
And  the  exports  of  British  Manufactures  73,766 
And  Colonial  and  other  Foreign  Articles        $5,528 

Total     .     •    ^.322,001 

The  importations  consist  chiefly  of  Iron  and  Deals, 
both  which  articles  are  subject  to  much  Plunder. 
The  Trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  in  Swedish  Ships, 
there  being  only  nine  British,  out  of  lOQ,  employed. 
Considering  the  portable  nature  both  of  Deals  and 
Iron,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  applicable  to 
this  Trade,  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  estimate  the 
loss  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  Individuals,  at  ^.3000 
per  annum. 

XII.  Tbade  with  Denmark  and  Norway. 

The  importations  from  these  Countries  are  bulky, 
and  do  not  amount  to  a  large  sum  :  .but  the  exporta* 

3  tions 
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tions  arc  very  extensive ;  for  the  year  ending  the 

5th  of  January  1798,  they  stood  thus  : — 

« 

loiportadoos  in  8  British  and  194  Foreign  Ships    «  jC«94>8ai; 

JExportations  in  British  Manufactures      •     •     .     .    218,891 

•     •     •     In  Foreign  or  Colonial  Articles     •     «     492»T9I 

I.  fc     I 
Total    .    ^.805,903 


The  importations,  consisting  chiefly  of  inferior 
Timber,  Deals  and  Naval  Stores,  are  in  the  same 
situation  with  similar  articles  with  respect  to  Plunder; 
and  the  Goodsexported,  areequally  exposed  to  Frauds; 

* 

though,  perhaps,  not  so  much  to  Depredations.— 
Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  Trade,  the  losses  to  the  Revenue  and  Indivi- 
duals,  may  be  estimated  at  ^bout  Five  Thousand 
Vwnds  a  year, 

w 

XIII.  Trade  with  Russia. 

The  Trade  to  and  from  Russia,  has  been  rapidly 

increasing,  -  and  is  now  very  extensive.    In  the  year 

ending  the  5th  of  January  1798,  it  employed  225 

British  and  five  Foreign  Vessels ; 

« 

The  Imports,  consisting  of  Linens,  Hemp,") 

Tallow,  Iron,  Deals,  &c.  &c.  amounted  to}  ^-  i»S6S»«  18 

The'  Exports  in  British  Manufactures     •      •  .         I78>303 

.  •    •     ^     in   Foreign    Articles/  chiefly") 

Colonial  produce    »i     ,    .    .     .•    •     •     3  ^^     /3»    4 

r 

•  •        •'    ■  •  -  TotM     .'    .'^    jC-.*,o't 7,215 

The 


already  isaig^ed^  the  Plunder  upon    the  outtv^rd 

and  bomeward*-bound  GdrgOes^  whtchj  in  pcHot  of 
value  are  nearly  equal,  may  be  estinaatGd  at  8000/. 
a  year. 

IX.  Trade  with  Holland. 

Although  the  War  has  abridged  the  Trade  to 
the  United  Provinces  very  considerably,  yet  from 
the  wise  measures  of  State  which  have  been  pursued, 
it  employed  32g  Ships,  and  amounts  to  2,2U,360/. 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary  1798. 

The  Imports,  which  amounted  to  673,241/.  con* 
sisting  of  Grain,  Seeds^  Dye-StufK,  Cheese  and 
other  Provisions,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
cles,  have  been  subject  to  a  good  deal  of  Plunder. 
While  the  Exports,  composed  of  Tobacco,  Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Sugar,  and  other  West-India  Goods,  for 
the  reasons  already  assigned,  could  not  fail  to  have 
sufFered  in  an  equal  proportion ;  Brandy  and  Gin 
in  particular,  have  been  always  subject  to  much  Pil- 
lage. An  instance  can  be  adduced  of  1000  Gallons 
of  Gin  having  been  plundered  in  the  course  of  a  dis- 
charge from  a  single  Ship ;  so  that  it  may  reason- 
ably be  concluded,  that  the  aggregate  Frauds  and 
Plunder,  in  so  large  a  value,  could  not  be  less  than 
Tm  Thousand  Pounds  a  year. 

X.  Tradk 
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X,  Tradb  with  Obrmant. 

Tub  situation  of  Holland ,  has  contributed.  In  ai| 
eminent  degree,  to  extend  the  Trade  chiefly  betweea 
]|lamburgh  and  London,  which  had  risen  in  the  yeac 
ending  the  5  th  of  January  179S$  to  the  unexaQnpIe4 
(leijrht  of  10,672,271/.  Imports  and  Export^  in 
which  Commerce,  63  British  and  172  Foreign  Ves^ 
5cls  were  employed. 

The  Gbods  impdrted  atncun(ed  to    •    •     .     •/'.l,658»(5ktr 
'  And  the  E^aports  of  British  Manufacture    »    •     i^ai»i4Si 

The  Remainder  was  cocnposed  of  East  and 
.  West-India  Goods»  &c.      .     .     »    .     .      ^j39J><i^ 

Toul    .    .    .   £Ao,(rj%T}t 

T 

Both  Imports  and  Exports,  but  particularly  thd 

East,  and  West  India  Produce,  have  been  proved  to 

. .  .  • 

have  been  .  subject  to  excessive  Pillage.  Instances 
have  been  stated,  of  the  Plunder  of  raw,  and  even 
refined  Sugars,  to  a  very  great  extent,  together  with 
CofFccj  Cocoa,  Pimento,  and  other  articles, — an 
abuse  and  defalcation  to  be  expected,  not  only  ffom^ 
the  vast  Exportation  that  took  place,  but  from  the 
QTOoded  state  of  the  Wharfs,  and  the  hurry  and  con- 
fusion  which  attended  the  Exportations  in  the  whole 
of  their  progress,  from  the  Warehouses  to  the  Quayi 
and  Lighters^  and  from  thence  to  the  holds  of  the 
Ships,  in  all  which  stages,  from  tbo  numerous  clas^ 
of  DdipquentSi  which  surrounded  this  Property,  (and 

6  which 
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which  indeed^  surrounds  all  Gimmercial  Property  in 
its  various  transits,)  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  the 
Pillage  must  have  been  considerable,  and  it  appears 
from  a  variety  of  facts,  that  in  some  instances  it  was 
carried  to  a  very  great  extent,  both  with,  and  without 
the  eonni  vance  of,  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers.  It 
would  seem  also,  that  their  mischievous  auxiliarie9 
the  Receivers,  are  equally  alert  in  seducing  persons 
having  trusts  in  this  Trade,  as  in  that  of  the  East 
and  West-Indies.  Its  scale  is  now  become  so  im- 
mense, and  the  articles  which  compose  both  the 
homeward  and  outward  Cargoes  are  so  easily  dis- 
posed of,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered,  that  in  this 
extensive  branch  of  Trade  conspiracies  should  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  can*}  ing  on  systematic  De- 
predations, both  upon  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 
the  Port,  which  are  the  more  easily  effected,  as  the  Ves- 
sels in  this  line  of  Commerce  have  never  been  attended 
to,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  East-India  and  Colonial 
Ships,  and  still,  although  the  resource  for  Plunder  has 
now  become  almost  as  great  as  in  West-India  Ship^, 
they  are  not  yet  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Po- 
lice.— That  Jiggers,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  Nozles^ 
are  employed  in  drawing  ofFlai^e  quantities  of  Gia 
and  Brandy,  when  such  articles  compose  the  Car- 
goes, cannot  be  doubted,  while  every  other  article 
is  subject,  more  or  less,  to  the  influence  and  effect 
of  this  ne&rious  System;  especially  since  the  vi^- 
lance  of  the  Marine  Police,  in  shutting  out  all 
means   of  obtaining  Plunder  in  West-India  Ships^ 

has 


))a3  had  Ibe  cSfTect  to  increase  the  Depredations  la 
the  Hamburgh^  and  other  Outward-bound  Vessels, 
with  West-India  Produce,  where  it  frequently  hap* 
pens^  when  opportunities  dS  not  ofter  for  landing  the 
Pillage^  previous  to  the  Ship's  leaving  the  Pool^  or  on 
the-  way  down,  that  means  are  found  of  carrying  it, 
to  a  place  of  safety,  on  reaching  Grav^send* 

From  Sjxi  important  recent  investigation  it  appears^ 
that  ItUX)  pieces  of  Bandana  Handkerchiefs  and  six 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were,  by  the  connivance  of 
th$  Captain,  and  Revenue  Officers,  landed,  from  a 
Veasel  bound  to  Embden,  in  April  1795. — ^In  May 
fbllowiag,  1500  pieces  of  Bandanas  and  seven 
eases  of. Playing  Cards,  were  landed  from  another 
Vessel  bound  to  the  same  Port ;  and  in  the  month 
of  June  in  the  same  year,  1200  pieces  of  Bandanas 
and  six  cases  of  Cards  were  unshipped,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  from  a  Vessel 
bound  to  Hamburgh.  The  same,  persons  broke 
open  a  case  of  Hardware^  a  part  of  the  Cargo,  and 
stole  1 50  silver-mounted  SnufF  Boxes. 

Considering  therefore,  the  magnitude  of  thisTrade^ 
and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  carried 
on,  with  all  the  other  circumstances  tending  to 
increase  the  risque  of  Plunder,  which  has  been  al- 
ready detailed,  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded^  that 
the  Depredations,  and  loss  of  Revenue,  upon  so 
extensive  a  Property,  circulating  under  such  dii- ' 
advantageous    circumstances    without    Protection^ 

K  and 


Md   iiivelQ))ed    in    danger^  caftoM  Ve  hm  thaii 
Twenty -Jive  Thdusand  Pounds  a  year ^ 

XL  Trade  Vith  Prussia. 

Tars  Trade  employed  608  Ships,  for  the  ywf 
ending  the  5lh  of  January  1798,  whereof  527  wore 
Ftoreign,  atid  81  British.  The  Imports  consist 
ehiefly  of  Timber  froto  Memei,  and  some  Com> 
amounting  to  230,627/.  The  Exports  consist  «f 
British  Mercihandise  or  Manufactures  ^6«,»3S(5 
«id 'Colonial  and  East-India  Goods  153,326 


Total    .    ^.211,662 
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Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  has  been  already  ob- 
served, that  even  the  unwieldy  article  of  Timber 
is  subject  to  considerable  Depredations.  A  single 
Commercial  House  in  this  Trade  estimate  their  an- 
nual Idss  by  Plunder  at  50b/.  which  is  found  to  be 
not  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  deficiency 
which  is  discovered,  when  the  annual  Inventoty  is 
taken.  Such  is  the  scale,  upon  which  this  immense 
^rade,  in  a  coarse  article^  is  cairied  on,  that  tbc  Pil- 
lage of  four  or  five  Logs  from  each  Cargo,  while  ex- 
posed in  ilafts  in  the  River,  would  amount  to  Ten 
Thousand  pounds  :  but  upon  the  whole  Imports  ani 
Exports,  together  making  an  aggregate  of  4 32,490?. 
although  it  is  known  that  many  of  the  West-India 

-1  Articles^ 


Articles^  'wUch  form  the  chief  value  of  the  slufi^ 
mtntsfrom  the  Bsrt  of  London,  are  mn^h  exipose<£ 
to  DepredaUoD,  the  total  Loss  sustained  by  Frauds 
on  the  Be^remue,  and  by  acts  of  Delinquenoy,  is 
estimated  .only  at  Ten  Umaand  Pounds  a  ytar. 

X.   TbADE  with  t'OLAND, 

The  extenjk  of  this  Tcade  depends  much  on  £he 
demand  for  the  article  of  Grain.  In  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January,  1798,  it  employed  only  69 
Ships.  The  imports  consisting  chiefly  of  G>rn  and 
Linens,  were  valued  at  ^f. 207 ,477  ;  while  the  exports 
only  amounted  to  ^.35,468.— Total  ^.242,945. 

In  the  general  system  of  Pillage,  which  has  per* 
vaded  tlie  River  Thames,  Grain,  of  all  kinds  has 
suffered  by  Depredations^  in  common  with  other 
articles ;  not  only  by  the  numerous  Labourers  in  this 
branch,  who  are  known  to  have  carried  the  Pillagp 
to  a  great  e^ten^,  but  also  by  River  Plunderers,  in 
general,  who  steal  Bags  of  this  article  from  Lighter^, 
as  often  as  opportunities  occur. 

In  the  detail  of  Depredations^  recently  givep 
by  a  person,  who  disclosed  a  variety  of  specific 
Acts  of  Pillage,  it  appears,  that  in  August,  1 797^  a 
Vessel  arrived  in  the  River,  from  the  East  Country 
with  Wheat.  The  Tide  Ofiicers  are  charged  with 
having  seduced  the  Master  and  Mate,  who  were 
Foreigners,  in  consequence  of  which,  30  quarteiis  of 
Wheat  were  unshipped,  and  sold  at  SlOs.  to  a  Re- 

K  %  ceiver 
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already  te^g^ed^  the  Plunder  mpon :  the  <yiitin^fHJ 

«nd  bomeward-bound  GdrgOq^^  whicfa^  in  pdint  of 
value  are  nearly  equals  may  be  estioaated  at  BOOO/. 
a  yean 

IX.  Trade  with  Holland. 

m 

Although  the  War  has  abridged  the  Trade  to 
the  United  Provinces  very  considerably,  yet  from 
the  wise  measures  of  State  which  have  been  pursued, 
it  employed  32Q  Ships,  and  amounts  to  2,2U,360/. 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  ending  the  6th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1798. 

The  Imports,  which  amounted  to  673,241/.  con* 
sisting  of  Grain,  Seeds^  Dye-StufK,  Cheese  and 
other  Provisions,  must,  from  the  nature  of  the  arti- 
cles,  have  been  subject  to  a  good  deal  of  Plunder, 
While  the  Exports,  composed  of  Tobacco,  Coffee, 
Cocoa,  Sugar,  and  other  West-India  Goods,  for 
the  reasons  already  assigned,  could  not  fail  to  have 
suffered  in  an  equal  proportion ;  Brandy  and  Gin 
in  particular,  have  been  always  subject  to  much  Pil- 
lage. An  instance  can  be  adduced  of  1000  Gallons 
of  Gin  having  been  plundered  in  the  course  of  a  dis- 
charge from  a  single  Ship ;  so  that  it  may  reason- 
ably be  concluded,  that  the  aggregate  Frauds  and 
Plunder,  in  so  large  a  value,  could  not  be  less  than 
Ten  Thousand  Pounds  a  year. 

X.  Trade 
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X.  Tradb  with  Oermant. 

« 

The  situation  of  Holland, has  contributed.  In  aa 
eminent  degree,  to  extend  the  Trade  chiefly  betweea 
^amburgh  and  London,  which  had  risen  in  tht;  yeac 
ending  the  5  th  of  January  179S$  to  the  unexainple4 
(leight  of  10,672,271/.  Imports  and  Export^  in 
which  Coinmerce,  63  British  and  172  Foreign  Ves^ 
scls  were  employed. 

The  Goods  impofted  amounted  to    •    •    .     .^.i,Q58»(5k£ 
•   And  the  Ejoports  of  British  Mamifactuie    ^^    •     iA^l,i4M 
■    The  R^tsaindcr  was  cooiposed  of  East  and 
^  West-India  Goods»  2cc.      .     .    »    .    .      6>39J><i^ 

'  '  Totol    .    .    .    £Ao,6piVft 

r 

Both  Imports  and  Exports,  but  particularly  thd 
East,  and  West  India  Produce,  have  been  proved  to 
have  been  .  subject  to  excessive  Pillage.  Instances 
have  been  stated,  of  the  Plunder  of  raw,  and  even 
refined  Sugars,  to  a  very  great  extent,  together  with 
CofFcCj  Cocoa,  Pimento,  and  other  articles, — ^au 
abuse  and  defalcation  to  be  expected,  not  only  fromr 
the  vast  Exportation  that  took  place,  but  from  the 
QTOoded  state  of  the  Wharfs,  and  the  hurry  and  con-. 
Vision  which  attended  the  Exportations  in  the  whole 
of  their  progress,  from  the  Warehouses  to  the  Quay^ 
and  Lighters,  and  from  thence  to  the  holds  of  the 
ShipS)  in  all  which  stages,  from  the  numerous  clas^ 
of  Ddi I) quentSy  which  surrounded  this  Property,  (and 

6  which 
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which  indeed,  surrounds  all  Commercial  Property  in 
its  various  transits,)  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  the 
Pillage  must  have  been  considerable,  and  it  appears 
fi-om  a  variety  of  facts,  that  in  some  instances  it  was 
carried  to  a  very  great  extent,  both  with,  and  without 
the  ebnnivance  of,  thie  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers.  It 
would  seem  also,  that  their  mischievous  auxiliarie9 
the  Receivers,  are  equally  alert  in  seducing  persons 
having  trusts  in  this  Trade,  as  in  that  of  the  East 
and  West-Indies.  Its  scale  is  now  become  so  im- 
mense, and  the  articles  which  compose  both  the 
homeward  and  outward  Cargoes  are  so  easily  dis-- 
posed  of,  that  it  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered,  that  in  this 
extensive  branch  of  Trade  conspiracies  should  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  can*}  ing  on  systematic  De- 
predations, both  upon  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of 
the  Port,which  are  the  more  easily  effected,  as  the  Ves- 
sels in  this  line  of  Commerce  have  never  been  attended 
to,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  East-India  and  Colonial 
Ships,  and  still,  although  the  resource  for  Plunder  has 
now  become  almost  as  great  as  in  West-India  Ships, 
they  are  not  yet  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Po- 
lice.— That  Jiggers,  Skins,  and  Bladders  with  Nozles, 
are  employed  in  drawing  ofFlai^e  quantities  of  Gin 
and  Brandy,  when  such  articles  compose  the  Car- 
goes, cannot  be  doubted,  while  every  other  article 
IS  subject,  more  or  less,  to  the  influence  and  effect 
of  this  nefarious  System;  especially  since  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  Marine  Police,  in  shutting  out  all 
means  of  obtaining  Plunder  in  West-India  Ships, 

has 


has  had  Ihe  tiflfect  to  increase  the  Depredations  ia 
the  Hamburgh,,  and  other  Outward-bound  Vessels, 
with  West-India  Produce,  where  it  frequently  hap* 
pens,  when  opportunities  dS  not  ofter  for  landing  the 
Pillage,  previous  to  the  Ship's  leaving  the  Pool,  or  on 
the  way  down,  that  means  are  found  of  carrying  it, 
to  a  place  of  safety,  on  reaching  Gravesend. 

From  ^ni  important  recent  investigation  it  appears^ 
that  It^DO  pieces  of  Bandana  Handkerchiefs  and  six 
cases  of  Playing  Cards,  were,  by  the  connivance  of 
the  Captain,  and  Revenue  Officers,  landed,  from  a 
Vessel  bound  to  Embden,  in  April  1795. — In  May 
IbUowiog,  1500  pieces  of  Bandanas  and  seven 
eases  of  Playing  Cards,  were  landed  from  another 
Vessel  bound  to  the  same  Port ;  and  in  the  month 
of  June  in  the  same  year,  1200  pieces  of  Bandanas 
and  six  cases  of  Cards  were  unshipped,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  the  Mate  and  Officers,  from  a  Vessel 
bound  to  Hamburgh.  The  same  persons  broke 
open  a  case  of  Hardware,  a  part  of  the  Cargo,  and 
stole  1 50  silver-mounted  SnufF  Boxes. 

Considering  therefore,  the  magnitude  of  this  Trade, 
and  the  immense  scale  upon  which  it  is  carried 
on,  with  all  the  other  circumstances  tending  to 
increase  the  risque  of  Plunder,  which  has  been  al- 
ready detailed,  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that 
the  Depredations,  and  loss  of  Revenue,  upon  so 
extensive  a  Property,  circulating  under  such  di^ ' 
advantageous    circumstances    without    Protection, 

K  and 
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Md   inveloped    in    danger^  canxM,  Ve   IfesB 
Twenty ^five  Thousand  Pounds  a  year. 


XL  Trade  Vith  Prussia. 

Tiirs  Trade  employed  608  Ships,  for  the  ywf 
ending  the  9th  of  January  1798,  whereof  527  wore 
Foreign,  atid  81  British.  The  Imports  consist 
ehiefly  of  Timber  from  Memd,  and  some  Corti> 
imountin|f  to  %20fiVl  The  Exports  consist  rf 
British  Merchandise  or  Manufactures  ^.6«,3»(5 
Kid'Cofonial  and  East-India  Goods  153,326 


Total    .    ^.211,662 

II  III  II    ^  ii I 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  has  been  already  ob-. 
served,  that  even  the  unwieldy  article  of  Timber 
is  subject  to  considerable  Depredations,  A  single 
Commercial  House  in  this  Trade  estimate  their  an- 
nual Idss  by  Plunder  at  500/.  which  is  found  tot)c 
not  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  deficiency 
which  is  discovered,  when  the  annual  Inventoiy  is 
taken.  Such  is  the  scale,  upon  which  this  immense 
Trade,  in  a  coarse  article^  is  carried  on,  that  the  Pil- 
lage of  four  or  five  Logs  from  each  Cargo,  while  ex- 
posed in  iRafts  in  the  River,  would  amount  to  Ten 
Thousand  pounds  :  but  upon  the  whole  Imports  ani 
Exports,  together  making  an  aggregate  of  432,4Q0/. 
although  it  is  known  that  many  of  the  West-India 

1  Articles^ 
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Articles^  iriudi  form  the  chief  value  of  the  sfaip* 
tnents'iFQm  the  Bart  of  London,  are  innch  expose<£ 
to  DepredaUoD,  the  total  Loss  sustained  by  Frauila 
on  the  Re^nme,  and  by  acts  of  Delinqueacy,  is 
eathnated'Oidy  at  Ten  Tlmuand  Pounds  a  ytar. 

X.   TbABE  with  t'OLAND. 

The  extent  of  this  Tcade  depends  much  on  Che 
demand  for  the  article  of  Grain.  In  the  year  ending 
the  5th  of  January,  1798,  it  employed  only  69 
Ships.  The  imports  consisting  chiefly  of  G>rn  and 
Lbens,  were  valued  at  ^f. 207,477  ;  while  the  exports 
only  amounted  to  ^f  .35,468.— Total  ^.442,g45- 

In  the  general  system  of  Pillage,  which  has  per- 
vaded tlie  River  Thames,  Grain,  of  all  kinds  has 
suffered  by  Depredations^  in  common  with  other 
articles ;  not  only  by  the  numerous  Labourers  in  this 
branch,  who  are  known  to  have  carried  the  Pillagp 
to  a  great  eicten^,  but  also  by  River  Plunderers,  in 
general,  who  steal  Bags  of  this  article  from  Lighter^, 
as  often  as  opportunities  occur. 

In  the  detail  of  Depredations,  recently  givep 
by  a  person,  who  disclosed  a  variety  of  specific 
Acts  of  Pillage,  it  appears,  that  in  August,  1 797>  a 
Vessel  arrived  in  the  River,  from  the  East  Country 
with  Wheat.  The  Tide  Officers  are  charged  with 
having  seduced  the  Master  and  Mate,  who  were 
Foreigners,  in  consequence  of  which,  30  quarters  of 
Wheat  were  unshipped,  and  sold  at  aos.  to  a  Ee- 

K  %  ceiver 
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And»  supposing  the  twenty-four  Publicans  to 

gain  25  per  Cent,  on  their  Liquors,  &c.  £.      s.    i. 

their  profit  will  annount  to 6,126  13    4 

To  which,  add  the  Commission  before  men^ 

tioned 2,450  13    4 

Total  estimated  profit  .    .   iC'^»S77    ^    * 

It  would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  inquiry^  under 
what  authority  a  Commission  of  13s.  4d.  each  Ship^ 
on  an  average,  is  wrested  from  these  poor  ignorant 
people ;  and  how  far  Publicans  ought  to  prescribe 
rules,  by  which  men  shall  be  compelled  to  besot 
themselves  with  au  immoderate  and  unnecessary 
portion  of  strong  Liquors,  while  their  wives  and 
children  at  home  are  often  in  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  life. 

But,  (to  return  from  this  digression,)  the  chief 
pillage  of  Coals  has  been  from  the  Barges  which  lie 
exposed  in  every  part  of  the  River  from  Limehouse- 
hole  tp  Wcstminster^bridge.  Estimating  13  Barges 
to  each  Cargo,  it  follows  that  47^788  loads,  must  be 
exposed  in  the  course  of  a  year,  to  River-^Pirates^ 
Night-Plunderers y  Lightermen^  Bargemen^  Waters- 
men,  Bumboatmeny  and  Peter-Boatmen ;  many  of 
whom  were  accustomed  to  supply  their  wants  from 
these  Barges,  while  others  followed  the  trade  of 
stealing  for  the  purposes  of  sale  :  and  instances  have 
occurred,  of  River-Pirates  and  others,  having  cut 
Coal  Barges  a-drift,  and  conveying  them  without 
diallcnge  or  suspicion,  up   and   down   the    River 

according 
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according  to  tha  plan  settled  by  the  Receiver^ 
who  had  Carts  ready  at  a  convenient  landing-place, 
where  the  whole  have  been  carried  away,  while  the 
empty  Craft  was  not  heard  of  for  some  days,  until 
picked  up  drifting  with  the  tide  in  the  Rivef. 

It  has  not  been  customary  for  those  who  require 
Fires  in  Winter,  while  navigating  Craft  in  the  River, 
to  purchase  Coals  for  the  purpose  of  fuel.  When  in 
want,  they  have  generally  supplied  themselves  out  of 
the  first  convenient  Barge  that  happened  to  be  ac- 
cessible. 

In  this  course  of  Systematic  Depredation,  the  losa 
has  been  sustained  by  the  purchasers,  wherever  Coals 
are  bought  by  what  is  called  the  Room.  In  all  other 
cases  the  injury  falls  on  the  Coal  Merchants,  who 
have  suffered  severe  and  heavy  losses  annually^ 
which  nothing  but  an  energetic  Police  pervading  the 
whole  River  can  prevent ;  and  it  is  presumed,  that 
the  same  expcnce  which  they  incur  by  the  employ- 
ment of  very  inefficient  Watchmen,  amounts  at  pre- 
sent to  more  than  their  proportion  of  a  competent 
Police  Fund. 

On  a  supposition,  that  out  of  each  of  the  Cargoes 
^f  the  47,788  Coal  Barges  exposed  to  Depredation, 
in  the  course  of  a  year,  only  six  bushels  on  an  aver* 
age  are  purloined,  the  aggregate  would  amount  to 
7,965  Chaldrons,  which,  when  added  to  the  Plunder 
•and  unlawful  allowances  in  the  Coal  Shfps,  seems  to 
warrant  an  opinion,  that  the  annual  defalcation  can- 
not  amount  to  less  than  Tkventy  Thousand  Pounds  a 

L  2  year. 
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year.  In  the  opinion  however  o#  some  intelligent 
persons  in  the  Trade,  the  aggregate  Pillage  amounts 
to  double  this  estimate. 


XVIII.  DfipitEDATioisrs  o^  THE  Cahgo^s  OP  Paizc> 
Vessels  in  the  Port  op  Londdn. 

In  addition  to  these  detailed  estimates  of  Robberies 
and  Pillage^  committed  on  speeific  branches  of  Com* 
merce^  is  to  be  added  the  excessive  Plunder  which 
has  been  found  to  prevail  in  almost  all  Cases  where 
Prize  Vessels  are  brought  into  Port.  No  estimate  is 
made  of  the  extent  of  this  Plunder,  from  the  circum«* 
stance  of  no  vessels  appearing  upon  the  Revenue  Re- 
turns of  the  particular  year,  which  has  been  seloctedas 
the  ground  work  of  this  in<|uiry.  It  is,  however,  certain 
that  this  species  of  Property  is  immediately  marked 
out  as  an  object  of  Depredation,  not  only  by  the 
general  herd  of  Plunderets  upon  the  River,  but  also 
by  those  of  a  class  not  so  much  to  be  suspected,  in 
which  is  to  be  iaclnded,  not  seldom  the  Prize-master 
and  the  Crew  of  the  Vessel,  and  also  the  Revenue 
Officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  protect  the  Property. 

An  nnqniry  which  has  been  recently  instituted 
into  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue,  has  developed  a 
scene  of  villainy  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  on  board 
of  two  of  the  Dutch  Prizes  in  particular,  which  were 
discharged  at  Blackwall,  in  January  and  April  1796. 
The  information  upon  Oath  states,  that  the  Prize*- 
]VIa3ter,  six  Revenue  Officers,  and  a  noted  Recet^ 

fi  ver. 
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ver,  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  Plunder  the  Cargo 
of  the  first  mentioned  Vessel,  which,  was  effected  to 
a  great  extent,  although  several  English  East-India- 
men,  and  the  Revenue  Gallies  were  along  side. 
.  From  the  other  Ship,  specific  mention  is  made  of 
six  whole  Bales  of  Cinamon,  four  Bales  of  Callico, 
and  two  large  Bales  of  Handkerchiefs,  which  are 
stated  to  have. been  plundered  in  the  night  by  means 
of  false  ]^eys»  The  same  information  states,  that. 
the  Lumpers  gave  douceurs  to  the  Officers  for 
permission  to  plunder  the  Pepper  on  board,  which 
was  carried  off  in  large  quantities  \  insomuch  that 
two  Tons  of  this  Article,  were  seen  at  one  time  in 
a  house  at  BlackwaUj  which  had  b^cn  Iwded  by 
the  Lumpers  in  the  oourse  of  two  or  three  day^.  U 
was  afterwards  conveyed  safe  to  Town,iQ  a  Butchery 
Market-Cart.  The  Officers  are  stated  to  havQ 
shared  iOOl.  each. 

In  cases  where  adventitious  wealth  is  thus  obtamcd| 
H  is  astonishing  with  whisit  facility  tb^  moral  priiipi- 
pie  becomes  relaiced^  and  with  what  ease  the  bumaq 
mind  is  suddenly  reconciled  to  acts  of  spoliation  ^nd 
waste*  Wbile  tbci^e  hi  foinpediat^  trust  e^chibit  evi^ 
ei^mplea,  ^nd  oxpoM  fbofpeelves  ^to  observation  •arfid 
dist^overy,  a  ^xHitipu^tloiof  che  Ws^  Sy^ein  of  FiU 
bgi^  is .  $u^r^  ID.  atbn?  w  tbe  pric«  pf  cgneeaU 
mcflt. 

Instances  have  occurred  where  one-fifth  piirt  or 
more  of  it  Vtiw  Cwgo^  haa  bi^^n  embcs^zled,  wasted, 

ftnd  fifled  by  men  goting  tindv  these  imfulses; 

while 
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while  others  availing  themselves  of  the  secirrity  crea- 
ted by  having  their  employers  in  their  power,  have 
gone  lengths  which  exceed  all  credibility. 

XIX*   Dl^PREDATIONS    ON   THE    PuBLIC   SfpRpS   IN' 

THE  River  Thames  anp  Medway, 

Nor  have  the  Stores  belonging  to  His  Majesty 
escaped  Peculation,  Embezzlement  and  Plunder,  in 
many  instances,  under  similar  impulses  arising  from 
impressions  *'/Aa/  the  Clandesilne  possession  of  Public 
Property  injures  nobody.** 

Avarice  goads  the  mind  frequently  to  acts  in  a 
moral  point  of  view  the  most  atrocious,  while  habit 
and  example  sanction  Fraud  and  Dishonesty  in 
transactions  where  the  Property  of  the  State  is  only 
to  be  affected. 

Hence  it  is,  that  the  Public  Stores  deposited  in 
the  Naval  add  Military  Arsenals,  and  iioatingin  Ships 
jmd  Vessels  oil  the  River  Thames,  have  been  subject 
to  sucfi  extensive  Depredations,  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  chief  part  of  the  culprits  are  so  effectually 
guarded  85  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  Detection, 
whHe  hopes  are  entertained  that  they  arc  of  late 
considerably  diminished,  at  least,  since  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Police  has  bper&ted  in  developing  and 
exposing  the  geppral  System  of  Delip(][uency  which 
prevailed. 

Yet  It  18  still  to  be  lamented,  that  much  remains  to 
bp  donj^i  to  checlc  and  kei:p  down  this  hydr^-heiided 

evil} 
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evil ;  fot  the  various  Detections  of  the  newly  esta- 
blished Marine  Police  on  the  River  Thames,  joined 
to  the  numerous  Criminal  Trials  in  the  different 
Courts  of  Justice,  prove  incontestiblythat  the  mischief 
extends  very  far ;  and  so  completely  are  the  Chief  Of- 
ficers, who  so  worthily  preside  over  these  Departments, 
convinced  of  the  importance  of  applying  an  s^ntidote, 
that  their  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  framing 
of  such  apposite  Legislative  Regulations  as  shall 
operate  as  a  remedy,  (j) 

It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  actual  extent  in 
pointof  valueof  the  Peculations,  Embezzlements, and 
Pillage  of  Ndval,  Victualing,  Ordnance,  and  other 
Stores,  which  are  deposited  in  the  Arsenals,  or  move 
in  transit  on  the  River  Thames  and  Medway.  But 
certain  it  is,  from  the  laborious  investigations  which 
various  detections  have  invited  on  the  part  of  the 
Magistrates  of  theMarine  Police,  that  the  influence  of 
the  relaxed  morals  and  the  systematic  thieving  which 
pervade  the  Mass  of  the  Labourers  of  every  des-  ^ 
cription  upon  the  River  Thames,  extend  to  the 
Public  Property,  perhaps  in  a  greater  degree,  for  the 
reasons  which  have  been  already  assigned,  than  to ' 
the  Merchandise  and  Naval  Stores  of  Individuals* 


(/)  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  deeply  impiessed  with  thi  i 

neceuity  of  improved  Laws,  and  a  System  of  Police,  calcalated  to 
prevent  the  Depredations  committed  on  His  Majesty's  Stores,  have 
applied,  through  their  Solicitor,  to  the  Author  of  this  Woric  for  his  j 

assistance,  in  suggesting  means  for  contcting  the  evils  which  have  i 

bccQ  found  to  exist.  *  > 

sprted 
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The  discovery  of  the  devices  which  have  bten  re* 
sorted  to  by  the  persons  who  navigate  the  Victualing 
Hoys^  in  abstracting  Spirits  and  Provision^  in  their 
passage  to  His  Majesty*s  Ships  and  the  Russian  Men. 
of  War  in  the  River,  and  the  facilities  afforded  them, 
by  the  numerous  Receivers  who  are  also  discovered 
to  reside  in  the  Towns  and  Villages  adjoining  the 
River  Thames  and  Medway^  sufficiently  indicate  the 
existence  of  a  regular  System  long  established^  and 
apparently  fuUy  matured. 

And  when  the  extent  of  the  resource  for  this 
fpecics  of  Peciilation  and  Plunder  is  considered, — 
^he  number  of  Delinquents  eager  to  devise  means 
of  obtaining  Public  Property, — th?  deficiency  of  the 
existing  Law%  and  of  the  means  of  putting  them 
effectually  into  execution ; — -joined  to  a  total  want  of 
a  aystematic  and  preventive  Police,  applicable  to  the 
protection  of  Naval,  Victualing,  Ordnance  and  Mi- 
litary Stores,  in  the  Public  Arsenals,  in  Ships  of 
War,  and  in  their  various  transits  in  the  River 
Thames  and  Medway  ;  and  above  all,  the  immense 
value  of  this  Stationary  and  Floating  Property,r-rno 
doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  annual  Loss  to  the 
Public  being  immense,  in  all  the  Ramifications  of 
Fraudy  Peculation^  Embezzlement  and  Plunder. 
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Having  thus  endeavoured  to  develope  the  extent 
of  the  Depredations,  to  which  each  specific  branch 
.  of  Commerce  has  been  exposed,  in  its  transit  from 
the  Repositories  of  the  Merchants  to  Ships  and  Ves-» 
«eis  in  the  River  Thames — and  vice  versa :  Havittg 
also  explained  the  various  means  which  ^re  employed 
in  the  embezzlement  and  spoliation  of  Commercial 
Property,  in  outward  and  homeward-bound  Ships, 
Vessels,  and  Craft,  in  the  River  Thames  : — ^Having 
likewise  unfolded  the  various  devices,  which  contri- 
bute in  so  eminent  a  degree,  to  the  injury  of  the 
Public  Revenue,  and  the  diminution  of  the  National 
Property  by  the  Peculation  and  Ptuage  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Stores :  It  remains  now  to  bring  under  the  ^ 
eye  of  the  Reader,  a  collected  View  of  the  whole 
estimated  Depredations  on  Commercial  Property,  in 

* 

the  order  in   which  each  branch  has  been   consi- 
dered ;  to  which  is  added,  a  Statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  Packages,  and    the  aggregate  value  in  the 
^  fciiowing 


RECAPITULATION; 


'•• 


1§4 


9 

/ 
/ 


I 

I 
r 


'  TRBATISE   ON 


RECAPITULATION: 

Exhibiting  in  one  View  the  Foreign  and  Coasting  Trade  of  the  River 
;  Thames  : — The  Tonnage : — Number  of  Packages  : — ^Valuc  of  Goods 
i  '  iipported  and  exported : — And  the  estimated  Plunder  on  each 
!  Branch  of  Trade  :  amounting  in  the  whole^  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
\         Five  Hundred  and  six  Thouuind  Pounds : 

Calculated  on  the  Imports  and  Exports^  of  the  Year  ending 

January  5,  1798. 
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Spc<ilication  of  the 

diiircnt  Trades. 
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4 
Kast-In4les      .... 

Wcst.Ii|ii«    •    •-     -    - 

British  Aiiierican  Colonies 

Africa  ;hmd  the  Cape  of> 

GeodlHope'    -      -       -) 
Fishehe^:    Nonhem  and! 

Soutl^rn     -      .    .     .^ 
United  itatei  of  America 
Meditepinean  aod  Turkey 
Spain  \  and  the  Canaries 
France;  and  the  Austrian 7 

Netherlands      -     -     -^ 
Portugal  and  Madeira 

HollalMl 

Geri|Utny  •  .  -  .  - 
Prussia     -      -     -    -     - 

Poland 

Sweden  -  -  -  -  ,  - 
Denmark  -  -  -  -  - 
Russia  -  -  -  -  - 
Gilernsey,  Jersey,  A  Idcmey  j 

and  Isle  of  Man    -     -r 
Ireland     -      -      -      -     - 
Coasting  Trade      -    -    - 
Coal  Trade     .    .     -    - 


Ship-Owneri    of    I3)444? 
Ships  and  Vessels    -    -  j 


Ships. 


Foreign. -British. 


3 

If 

o 


140 

29 

119 

1X1 

55 

172 

5*7 
3> 

100 

194 
5 


3 

o 

o 

1843 


50 

33? 
68 

17 

45 
o 

45 

2 

I 

125 

o 

63 
Si 

38 


Tons    I    Estimatt: 
including       of  the 

their       number  of 
repeated     P  acka  j(e  s 
Voyages   out  &  home, 


I 


225 

4» 

473 
6,  $00 

31676 


11^601 


Total  value 

of 

Imports 

and 
Exports. 


41,466 

101,484 

13,986 

4i336 
12,230 

>47757 
16,509 

10,677 

27,670 
19,166 

37*647 

56.955 
17,210 

i4.»5»I 
48,469 

56,131 
5»344 

560,000 
656,000 


1,779.3*6 


300,000 

400,000 

65,00^ 

20,000 

20,000 

960,000 
70,900 
60,000 

20,000 

50,000 
60,000 

240,000 
60,000 
70,000 
50,000 
60,000 

150,000 

15,000 

160,000 
900,000 


Estimated 

amount  of 

Plunder 

on  each 

Branch. 


3,030,000 


10,502,000 

11,013,000 

1,638,000 

531,000 

3r4,ooo 

5,416,000 
509,000 
947,000 

1,015,000 

853,000 

2,21 1, OQO 
10,672,000 
432,000 
242,000 
322,000 
806,000 

2,017,000 

302,000 

2,539,000 
6,600,000 

1,710,000 


60,591,000 


25,000 
232,000 

10,000 

2,500 

2,000 
30,000 

7,000 
•  io;ooo 

10,000 

8,000 

10,000 

25,000 

10,000 

5,000 

3,000 

5,000 

20,060 

2,000 

5,000 

ftOfOOO 

20,000 
461,000 


Estimated  Annual  Loss  in  Tackle,  Apparel  and  Stores      4S»ooo 


Total  Deprtdations  estimated  at 


^.506,000 
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of  the 


im- 


the 


By  contemplating  this  gcnei 
mense  Commerce  of  the  River  Thames,  in 
ticular  light  in  which  it  is  placed,  the  mind  is 
assisted  in  forming  a  conception  (which  might 
otherwise  be  extremely  difficult)  of  the  existence  and 
extent  of  the  Depredations  which  have  been,  com- 
mitted. 

It  certainly  exhibits  a  very  unpleasant  picture  of 
the  state  of  morals  among  the  Labouring  Classes, 
whose  assistance  is  indispensably  necessary  in  mov- 
ing this  immense  Machine. 

But  while  their  profligacy  is  sincerely  deplored,  it 
is  an  act  of  justice  to  state,  that  the  major  part  con- 
fine themselves  entirely  to  this  species  of  Pillage  ; 
and  that  many  of  this  class  of  men,  who,  from  early 
habits  and  the  force  of  evil  example,  have  become 
deeply  implicated  in  offences  of  this  nature,  would 
shudder  at  the  idea  of  committing  a  Burglary,  or 
robbing  on  the  Highway. 

Hence  a  hope  is  entertained,  which  has  indeed 
already  been  proved,  and  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel 
of  this  Work,  not  to  be  fallacious,  that  practicable 
means  exist,  whereby  this  excessive  evil  may  be  kept 
down  if  not  nearly  eradicated. 

The  leading  ^use  of  the  evil  is  to  be  traced,  to 
the  total  deficiency  of  any  measures  of  Preventive 
Police,  calculated  gradually  to  check  the  progressive 
increase  of  Crimes :  the  constant  and  never-failing 
attendant  on  the  accumulation  of  Wealth.  In  the 
eourse  of  the  advance  of  tba  latter^  which  has  been 

already 
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Observations  applicable  to  the  subject. ^^TJie  new 
System  of  Marine  Police  explained. — The  judicial 
Department. — The  Marine  Police  preventive  Z)^- 
fartment. — The  Department  for  employing  Lumpers. 
^^The  general  Department  of  Accounts. — Recapi-^ 
tulation  of  the  whole ^  with  a  general  View  of  the 
Annual  Expence. — The  number  and  functions  of  the 
permanent  and  occasiorml Officers. — General  observa- 
tions respecting  the  advantages  of  the  design. 


rest 


i^uCH  were  the  evils  with  which  the  Commerce  of 
the  Port  of  London  was  afflicted,  and  such  were  the 
extent  and  magnitude  of  the  Depredations  commit- 
ted on  West-India  prcxluce,  and  Merchandise  of 
every  description,  as  well  as  on  the  Tackle,  Apparel, 
and  Stores  of  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft  in  the 
River  Thamei^  as  represented  in  the  two  pr  ceding 
Chapters  to  have  existed,  and  to  have  advanced  pro- 
gressively during  many  years  previous  to  1798. 

At  this  period  the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames  had 
arrived  at  a  height  of  unparalleled  prosperity.  The 
importation  of  West-India  produce  was  not  only  very 
extensive,  but  the  value  of  the  different  commodities 
was  much  enhanced ;  of  course  the  pecuniary  loss 
Dy  Pillage  was  greatly  augmented,  and  appeared,  m 
apite  of  every  exertion  oa  the  part  of  the  Committee 
f)f  We8t-In4ift  Merchants,  to  be  increasing  year!/. 

After 
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After  trying  every  expedient^  and  incarriog  an 
enormous  expense  in  Rewards  and  Prosecutions^ 
without  appearing  to  diminish  the  evil,  the  expedient 
was  at  length  suggested  by  the  Author  of  this  Work, 
of  forming  a  System  of  Police,  apflicahle  to  tJie  peculiar 
drcimistances  of  the  Trade  (j/'the  River  Thames. 

On  the  30th  of  January  3  798,  the  Committee  of 
West-India  Merchants,  after  fully  considering  the 
plan  submitted  to  its  consideration,  for  this  purpose, 
entered  into  a  resdution  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect,  with  the  approbation  of  his  Majesty *s  Execu- 
tive Grovernment. 

On  the  27  th  of  February  following,  a  General 
Meeting  of  the  JVeft'-Iftdia  Merchants  confirmed  the 
resolution  cf  their  Committee,  and  which  soon  after 
received  the  approbation  of  a  joint  meeting  of  both 
the  Planters  and  Consignees. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  had  been  previously  explained,  gave  his  full 
approbation  of  the  measure,  on  behalf  of  Govern- 
ment; and  this  sanction  was  afterwards  explicitly 
confirmed  on  the  1 6th  of  May,  by  a  Letter  from 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Penrhyn,  Chairman  of  the  West-India  Plant- 
ers* (/)  In  consequence  of  the  sanction  and  appro- 
bation 

(/)  My  Loup,  Whtteballt  May  16,    1798. 

I  have  thii  moment  received  the  amwrer  of  the  Chancellor  of 
ihe  Exchequer  to  the  proposal  I  made  to  him,  relative  to  that  part 

•f 
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batlon  of  Government  thus  obtained,  the  West- 
India  Merchants,  at  a  Meeting  held  on  the  8th  of 
June  following,  resolved  to  carry  the  plan  of  the 
Marine  Police  Institution  into  inunediate  effect,  at 
the  same  time  soliciting  the  assistance  of  its  Author, 
in  superintending. the  execution  of  the  design.  This 
request  was  followed  by  another  from  his  Majesty's 
Principal     Secretary  of  State,  {«}  confirming    the 

approbation 

of  Ae  expeaee  of  tke  Marine  Police  EsuUkiunent,  winch  appeared 
tome  ought  to  be  borne  by  Government;  and  I  kare  the  faonpnr 
<o  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that  he  intirely  agrees  with  me  in 
opinion ;  and  your  Lordship  will  therefore  have  the  goodness  to 
inferm  tin  Gentlemen,  yoo  jure  to  meet  this  momingi  that  the 
Aidfilet  mmbered  a,  4,  9,  9  and  10,  in  the  plan,  which  was  pot 
into  waj  ha(ul,  will  be  defrayed  by  Government ;  and  that  I  shall 
be  ready  to  give  every  assistance  and  facility  in  my  power,  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  measure.    I  lnv<e  the  hofmur  to  bejy 

My  Loaj», 
TV  ibr  RTght  Hw.  Tour  Lc»rdship's  most  obedient  Serran^ 

UrdPtHfbyn.  PORTLAND, 

(if)  Sir,  Whitehall,  Junm,  'TQ^* 

As  the  Planters  and  Merchants  interested  in  the  West-India 
Trade,  have  sdrcited  the  sanction  of  Government  to  the  esti^Msh- 
went  c£  a  Maiine  Police,  conibnnahly  to  a  ^lan  which  ym  he^ 
given  than -of  such  an  Instit«tion{  mi  at  I  Am  of  opinioo,  thit 
very  considerable  advantages  will  arise  to  the  Public,  from  your 
superintending  its  being  earned  into  efPecf,  I  second  with  great 
pkasne  their  wishes  fat  your  assistance,  wWcb  hare  been  exprenod 
xo  me  by  that  very  respectable  Body,  and  very  heartily  join  in  the 
lequest  they  have  made  to  you  to  that  effect.  As  I  am  fully  sensi. 
ble,  by  your  acceding,  to  this  proposal,  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
lime  you  so  usefully  devote  to  the  duties  of  your  present  station^ 
must  be  dispensed  with ;  and  as  I  am  aware,  that  that  circumstance 
must  operate  upon  you  in  such  away  as  totndnce  yoa  totleciine 

tfaii 


apjtrobation  of  Govemineot^  and  seconding  in  very 
handsome  terms^  the  wishes  which  hadliten  expressed 
by  the  West-India  Body, 

On  the  15th  of  June^  the  Committee  acting  for 
the  Planters  and  Merchants,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Marine  Police,  recommended  John  HarbiotTj  Esq. 
to  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  as  a 
gentleman  well  qualified  tp  execute  the  functions  of 
resident  Magistrate;  and  soon  after. the. King^s  plea^ 
sure  was  signified,  that  his  name  should  be  inserted  it& 
the  Q>mmissions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Countie^  of 
Middlesex,  Surry,  and  KeRtj(4r)  and  he  was  appointed 

/  to 

tMs  ofier»  I  think  it  necetiaty  to  Inform  yea,  that  in  c%3t  of  jour 
assenting  to  the  above  proposals,  I  have  secured  yoa  a  proper  sub- 
stitute, who  will  take  upon  him  your  duty  at  Queen's  Square,  at  the 
time  at 'which  you  must  be  necessarily  absent  from  it,  and  that  I 
have  taken  care  that  a  ptoper  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  remiS- 
neratipn  of  the  Gentkman  during  that  period. 

I  am  with  great  regard, 
Tc  Patrtci  Colquhomnf  Esq.  Sir, 

fubltc^Office^  ^ten-fquarif  Your  most  obedient, 

Wtttmtnster.  Humble  Servant, 

PORTLAND* 

(jr)  Mr.  HAaRioTT  had  for  several  years,  acted  as  a  Magistrate 
for  the  County  of  Essex,  where  his  talents,  integrity,  and  public 
tpirit  had  justly  procured  him  one  of  the  most  handsome  public  tes^ 
timonies  of  intrinsic  worth,  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  individiMd 
to  receive*  His  inde£itigable  attention  to  the  public  interest,  since 
he  has  presided  at  the  Marine  Police  Office— His  ascal  for  the  public 
good^Hit  prudence,  discretion,  and  humanity,  in  the  execution  dt 
the  Laws,  and  the  important  trust  committed  to  his  charge,  jobei 
to  the  extensive  local  and  nautical  knowledge  which  he  possesset, 
and  which  he  eippbys,  with  the  assistance  of  an  acute  and  dis* 
criminating  mind,  io  canying  systematically  into  efiect  the  plan  of 

M  lolice 


tb  second  ibe  MertiMs  of  tiie  superinten^ng  Ma<- 
fisfirate,  in  CMtying  into  effect  this  important  de- 
sign .;  which  was  preceded  by  the  publication  of  a 
ileport  of  the  West-India  Merchants  (y)  explana- 
tory of  the  System,  \^ich  ultimately  commenced 
on  the  2d  of  July  1 798,  at  a  commodious  Office, 
conveniently  situated  close  to  that  part  of  the  River 
^hich  ibniis  the  centre  of  the  discharging  births,  or 
fdaces,  where  the  Ships  deliver  their  Cargoes,  at 
No.  259,  Wap^ng  New  Stairs. 

preparatory  however,  to  the  adoption  of  specifie 
arrangements  for  carrying  into  effect  this  arduouis 
undertaking,  it  became  a  measure  of  necessary  pru« 
denee,  to  acquire  as  accurate  a  knowledge,  as  tM 
nature  of  the  case  would  admit,  of  the  actual  state 
of  the  delinquency,  which  was  to  be  combated  in  all 
the  forms  it  ^sumed,  and  undef  the  various  sub-di- 
visions into  classes,  which,  from  the  want  of  a  re^- 
gular  system  of  preventive  Police,  had  been  suffered 
to  be  matured  into  the  hydra  which  had,  at  lengthy 
become  so  noxious  and  formidable. 

The  iniquitous  devices  o(  this  criminal  phal^nx^ 
and  thfe  consequent  injuries  which  have  arisen  to 
different  branches  of  Commerce,  having  been  already 
develc^)ed,  and  exposed  in  the  two  preceding  Chap* 

Police  which  has  been  adopted,  for  the  protection  of  Commcrcijl 
Property,  is  best  explained  by  the  aucceM  which  has  atteoded  this 
important  design,  iii  dhttiniiAing  in  so  great  a  degree  (vithoat  ce- 
sortif^  to  acts  of  severity)  the  delinquency  whidi  iuA  so  loaf 
aflicted  the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames. 

(y)  See  Appendix^  No«  IIL 

a  tcrs. 
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tcrs>  the  nuipbers  wbicb  compose  tjiis  i^orde  of  o^ 
feoden>  fall  now  to  \^  considered  in  a  collecte4 
point  of  view^  fi>r  tbe  purpose  of  pFcparing  the 
mindi  by  an  apposko  elucidation,  ior  the  arrangQ;- 
meots  of  Police  which  wer^  found  nacessary  to  be 
adopted. 

In  forming  eaiimates  hpwevei^^  of  thi^  nature,  it 
would  be  vain  and  pre^utnpt^ous  to  aini  at  accuracy, 
V^bere,  in  the -nature  of  things,  so  much  mus^ 
depend  upon  conjecture  ;*-^It  is  only  necessary  t^ 
state,  that  ia  the  following  subdivisions,  which  /ornp 
|he  scale  of  aquatip  delinquency,  infinite  pains  hav^ 
been  bestowed  in  procuring  information  ^nd  dat^  to 
assist  the  calculation's,  so  as  to  bring  them  as  ne^ir 
the  truth,  as  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the 
case  would  admit. 

EsTiMATB  tff  ike  numl^fr  of  Delinquents^  who  have 
been  discovered  to  hehng  to  the  general  mass  of 
((ffenderSf  in  enihe^zlmg  and  stealmg  Commercial 
Property,  Mnd  the  Tackk^  Apparel,  and  Siores,  of 
Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames. 

I.   Mates  of   Ships  and  Vbssblb  Lading  and 

pISCUA&GING   IN   THE   RiVEB.  (z) 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  among  this  class  there 
afaouid  have  been  so  many  implicated  in  offencc3  of 
tbb  nature,  especially  the  principal  Officer  on  board  - 
in  the  absence  of  the  Ship*master,  in  whom  an 
important  trast  is  reposed :   but  it  is  a  melancholy 

{z)  In  this  dcscHpi^oiv  Matei  of  Eatt-Iadia  Ships  are  excepted. 

M  2  fact. 


]64  TREATISE   Oir 

fact,  that  the  numbers  who  have  thus  been  seduced 
and  betrayed  into  these  practices,  could  not  easily 
obtain  credit,  except  with  those  whose  peculiar  situ- 
ations afibrd  opportunities  of  investigations  of  this 
nature.  Holding  a  certain  rank  in  Society,  with 
emoluments  (a)  very  unequal  to  the  wants  of  a  family, 
they  resort  generally  to  illicit  Trade,  as  a  means  of 
bettering  their  condition.  The  facilities  which  be- 
come necessary  to  carry  on  these  clandestine  prac- 
ticeSj  generate  connections  and  intimacies  with  the 
lowtr  classes  of  the  Revenue  Officers,  which  too 
often  terminate  in  conspiracies  to  rob  the  Cargo. 
The  transition  from  one  offence  to  another  is  easy; 
and   small   beginnings  {If)   generally   terminate  in 

greatei* 

[a)  It  would  be  an  act  of  great  policy  and  justice^  and  an  im. 
provement  in  nautical  eeeonomy  likely  to  produce  incalcolable  advan* 
tages,  to  pass  a  Law  regulating  the  wages  of  Ship.master8,  Mates, 
and  inferior  Officers  ;  pbcing  those  who  are  in  responsible  situations, 
by  a  competent  pecuniary  allowance,  above  the  temptation  of 
resorting  to  criminal  actions  to  make  up  deficiencies.  Bat  suck  an 
arrangement  would  not  be  effectual,  unless  the  selection  be  purified 
by  rendering  every  Master  and  Mate  incapable  of  acting  in  either 
c?'  these  important  trusts,  until  after  producing  certificates  of  mord 
character,  and  undergoing  an  examination  before  a  competent  Board, 
shcy  arc  certified  to  possess  sufficient  nautical  Science,  and  are  in 
every  re?pect  fit  for  the  stations  they  are  destined  to  fi]l ;  a  piecau- 
tion  of  this  kind  would  preserve  purity  of  morals, — ^would  compel 
men  of  this  description  to  educate  themselves  better,  and  would 
preserve  in  mnny  instances,  both  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects and  the  property  of  Underwriters.  The  adoption  of  this 
system  in  the  East»India  service,  has  rendered  the  Coomanden 
and  chief  Officers  the  best  Na^v'tgators  in  the  World, 

(h)  A  case  recently  occuircd,  where  the  Mate  of  an  outward- 
bound 
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greater  offences.  Considering  that  there  are  at  least. 
1,100  Mates  of  British  Ships  in  the  Foreign  Trade, 
and  about  1,300  in  Foreign  Ships,  (c)  besides  1,040 
in  the  difterent  Coasters,  nnaking  an  aggregate  of 
3,444,  who  trade  to  the  River  Thames,  under  cir- 
cumstances where  they  have  many  opportunities  to 
form  criminal  connections  with  corrupt  Officers  and 
Receivers  of  Stolen  Property  ;  {d) — Taking  also  into 

the 

bound  Vessel,  in  conjunction  with  a  Revenue  Officer,  was  dis- 
coyered  to  have  been  concerned  in  breaking  open  a  hat-box. 
Two  of  the  identical  hats  which  had  been  stolen,  were  worn  by 
these  two  offenders  when  apprehended,  and  they  both  confes-  - 
sed  that  they  were  a  part  of  the  Cargo.  The  same  Mate  hav- 
ing afterwards  stolen  a  trunk  of  dry  goods  from  the  Ship, 
detection  followed,  and  he  was  committed  to  take  his  trial.  In 
Autumn  179S  ^  West-India  Ship  was  plundered  of  a  large  quantity 
of  Cofiec.  The  vigilance  of  the  Marine  Police  detected  one  of 
the  Boats  conveying  it  on  shore.  The  Mate  afterwards  acknow. 
ledged  that  he  was  connected  with  the  Officers  of  the  Excise  and 
Customs,  by  whose  assistance  and  collusion  this  robbery  was  com- 
mitted. The  Mate  and  Steward  became  evidence  for  the  Crown, 
and  two  of  the  Officers  suffered  death.  Various  other  instances  could 
Idc  adduced,  (and  indeed  have  already  been  adduced  in  other  parts 
of  this  work]  of  the  criminality  of  Mates,  although  it  is  but  to^ 
evident  to  those  who  turn  their  attention  minutely  to  investigations 
of  this  sort,  that  previous  to  the  preventive  system,  not  one  offence 
in  a  hundred  came  in  any  shape  to  light. 

(r)  The  Mates  of  Foreign  Ships,  and  others  who  compose  the 
crews,  while  lying  along  side,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  West-India 
Shi)>s  and  outward-bound  Vessels,  lading  Sugar,  Coffiee  and  To. 
y^-icco,  ScQ,  are  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  West-India  articles. 
Tobacco,  &c.  whidi  is  obtained  by  pillage.  These  Vessels  afford 
considerable  facilities  to  plunder,  while  from  their  peculiar  situation 
detection  b  difficult* 

{dl  The  derioei  pnctised  fbrmerly  by  Mates  having  criminal  con* 
nfctl^  with  Revemie  Offisen,  shew  bow  perfectly  those  iniqaitoui 

pxacticet 
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tt)e  calculation  tlie  numbers  who  have  been  detected, 
and  the  scenes  of  iniquity  i^hiph  have  been  developed 
in  the  progress  of  judicial  investigation,  st  may  not 
be  unfair  to  cc^clude,  that  in  so  great  a  number^ 
jhB  hundred  may  have  been  implicated,  more  ot  less, 
in  the  nunicrous  offences  which  distressed  the  Com-- 
ihcrce  of  the  l*ort  of  London. 


(practices  were. systematized.  It  Is  the  duty  of  the  Excise  Surveyor 
to  eall  on  board  of  Rum  Skips  every  day,  to  take  the  dry  ttrcbes, 
with  the  number  of  each  cask,  and  then  to  enter  the  survey  not 
only  ii)  his  own,  but  in  the  subordinate  Officer's  booky  to  prevent 
iraixis  ;  but  in  consequence  of  a  previous  concert  between  the  Mate 
and  the  Revenue  Officer  stationed  in  the  Ship,  it  is  said  to  have 
not  seldom  happened  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  Surveyor  from 
taking  stock,  when  pillage  was  in  contemplation,  that  the  Rum 
qasks  have  been  purposely  covered  with  Ha^strsy  Ropes^  H^o$Ji 
and  other  Ltunberi  aaas  to  render  them  inaccessible.  This  object 
attained,  the  incumbnnoe  was  removed  as  soon  as  the  Surveyor 
4eparted,  ^d  with  the  assistance  of  a  small  pump,  called  a  jigger, 
and  other  instniinents«  already  frequently  alluded  to  in  this  work, 
from  three  to  foar  gallons  of  Rum  is  removed  from  each  cask,  filled 
sate  bUdders  with  nozles  and  sent  oq  shore.  The  pillage  being 
ihtts  pieTiously  obtained,  the  Excise  Surveyor  is  permitted,  by  the 
jemoval  of  thp  obstacle^  to  take  th^  dry  inches.  In  this  manner  the 
aoperior  Officen  haye  been  frequently  deceived,  and  large  quanti. 
lies  of  Rom  have  been  plundered,  Cofiee  casks  were  pierced  with  4 
a  large  tap  borer,  into  which  a  tin  tube  has  been  putj  so  constructed 
as  to  admit  of  the  beans  running  fi:eely  into  bags ;  when  a  sufficient 
quantity  is  obtained  the  hole  is  plugged  op.  A  similar  tube  was 
Vsed  in  drawing  Pimento  from  the  bags.  By  this  device,  a  Hack 
snsf  or  bag,  woulii  be  filled  from  several  packages  without  filling 
a.  grain.  Ginger-bags  Were  cut  at  the  top,  and  after  a  quantity  was 
faken  oat,  they  ]were  sewed  op.    . 


II.  1:H« 
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II.  The  Petty  Officers  and  Cit£w$  op  Ship? 
AND  Vessels^  Lading  and  DiscHAROit^Q  Vt 
THE  River  Thames. 

The  evil  exansple  of  the  Mates^  (if  sacb  wore  ne- 
cessary,) produces  in  not  a  few  o(  the  individual^ 
whether  Second  Matef,  Stewards,  Carpenters,  Ma- 
rinerSj  or  Boys,  who  compose  the  crews  pf  ^,440 
Ships,  which  visit  the  Port  of  London  from  once  to 
forSy-eight  times  in  the  course  of  a  year,  4  dqsire  td 
share  in  the  general  pillage  which  has  00  univereali^ 
prevailed.  Admitting  the  crews  of  2,400  Ships; 
(which  is  about  the  average  number  employed  in 
ForeignTrade,)  to  amount  to  30,000  ifrferior  Officera, 
Mariners  and  Boys ;  and  the  Coasting  Trade  whidl 
employs  J, 040  Vessels,  to  require  4,000;  «nA 
deducting  from  this  aggregate  10,O0O  British  Sea-* 
men,  who  leave  their  respective  Ships  on  theif 
approaching  the  Port,  or  are  imi^essed  into  jdi 
Majesty's  service,  the  result  will  be,  ehat  out  of 
24,000  Seamen  and  Boys,  a  considerable  proportinn 
»e  on  the  River  Thames  several  times  in  the  oounb 
of  a  year.  Hence  tbey  4)ecome  open  to  seduction^ 
and  to  the  influence  of  the  evil  es^fiiples  u>  which 
they  are  exposed,  not  only  from  the  iniquitous  pcac** 
ticcs  which  tbey  witness  in  their  mm  and  mher8ht|i» 
often  under  their  it^nnediate  yiew;  bat^irom  these  Ma* 
rinere  being  too  generally,  wheth^  British^  Ponigh^ 
ers,  under  the  influence  of  the  lowest  and  most  prcxfli* 

g«te  class  of  iemHlOf,  vtha  4€m  fUm^  fbeai  o( 

their 
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their  fair  carpings,  and  then  seduce  them  into  acts 
of  pillage  and  thieving,  for  the  purpose  of  ridding 
them  of  the  embarraswnents  which  their  indiscretions 
produce. 

British  Seamen  in  general,  are  a  brave,  but  a 
thoughtless  and  dissipated  race  of  men.  Their  habits 
of  life  are  hostile  to  those  principles  of  morality 
which  would  otherwise  operate  as  a  barrier  against 
that  species  of  dishonesty,  which  has  been  rendered 
familiar  by  evil  example.  They  would  be  shocked  at 
the  idea  of  .committing  a  robbery  on  shore,  while 
they  too  easily  reconcile  their  minds  to  offences  on 
Ship-board,  which  are  equal  criminal  in  a  moral  point 
pf  view,  aqd  on  which  the  Laws  have  inflicted,  in 
many  instances,  a  punishment  not  less  severe. 
That  system  therefore  of  Police  Regulations,  which 
shall  operate  in  restraining  this  numerous  and  useful 
class  of  men  from  acts  of  delinquency,  while  it  at 
the  same  time  protects  them  against  the  gross  and 
iniquitous  frauds  and  pillage  to  which  they  are 
exposed,  must  be  acknowledged  a  very  great,  and  at 
the  same  time^  a  most  beneficial  and  humane  im* 
provement  in  the  Political  CEconomy  of  the  Nation, 
Until  such  a  system  can  be  perfected,  (and  happy 
it .  is  for  Society  tb^t  the  object  is  attainable,)  they 
mjlll  continue  to  be  the  deluded  objects  of  imposi- 
tioDj  and  a  prey  to  misery  and  distress  at  that  period 
of  life,  when  ease  ^nd  comfort  is  necessary  and  desi^ 
lahle  to  man. 

:  licciwriog  »g»wi  to.  tbe  aggregate  of  24fiOQ  indi^ 

^    viduals^ 
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Tidaals,  which  is  supposed  to-  compose  the  whole 
number  of  Petty  Officers,  Seamen'  and  Boys,  who 
visit  the  Port  of  London,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  it 
is  painful  to  state,  that,  at  least,  4000  may  have  been 
implicated  in  acts  of  aquatic  delinquency. 

III.  I^TFERioR  Officers  of  the  Revenue  of  the 
Customs  and  Excise,  employed  and  stationed 
IN  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River  Thames. 

Nothing  bat  an  ardent  desire  to  see  a  remedy 
applied  to  the  evils  that  exist,  through  the  medium 
of  a  certain  proportion  of  this  class  of  men,  both  as 
they  respect  His  Majesty^s  Revenue,  and  the  general 
corruption  of  Morals  which  prevail,  could  have  incited 
a  developement,  over  which  impulses  strongly  opera- 
ting on  the  feeling  mind,  would  have  otherwise 
drawn  a  veil. 

Unwilling  suddenly  to  credit  whatmight  appear  to 
the  common  observer  as  improbable,  and  impressed 
with  sentiments  favourable  to  a  clafs  of  Individuals  ap- 
parently controuled  by  a  system,  at  the  head  of  which 
are  men  of  the  purest  morals,  acting  zealously  for  the 
public  good;  it  was  not  until  much  unsolicited 
evidence,  confirmed  by  specific,  and  in  some  instances 
atrocious  acts  of  criminality,  pressed  itself  upon  the 
attention,  that  an  investigation  was  attempted  of  the 
practices  of  Revenue  OjSicers,  employed  in  guard- 
ing the  public  interest  in  Ships  and  Vessels^  lading 
9od  diacharging  in  th«  River  Thames,    > 

BvLt 
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Bot  reflecting*!  tha.t  the  major  part  is  compo^d 
cf  a  dasi  of  rKea,  whose  origmal  education  and 
habits  did  not,  ia  many  instances^  afibrd  the  means 
of  acquiring  correct  notions  of  moral  rectitude  : — 
that  they  are  itk  genial  indigent  and  needy,  with 
calls  upon  them  which  require  a  more  ample  income 
than  they  pdsjsess  i  and  vrith  wants  which  go  beyond 
the  habits  of  a  common  labourer^  Ihough  with  re- 
sources less  productive : — reflecting  also,  that  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  system  removed  them  to  an 
almost  inaccessible  dista^ice  from  the  source  of  gene- 
ral superintendence,  which  could  never  be  appoached 
but  tbrough  the  medium  of  a  gradation  of  subordU 
Hate  Officers^  rendering  the  peculiar  merit  or  de- 
iDerh  of  this  class  of  men  not  easy  to  be  known, 
aod,  therefore,  holding  out  no  hopes  of  benefit  or 
advancement  as  a  leward  for  integrity,  while  the  fear 
of  losing  an  employment  in  itself  so  unpioductive, 
ceased  to  operate  as  a  stimulus  to  good  and  laudable 
actkms ;  it  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder^  that 
such  men  should  be  open  to  seduction,  and  that  a 
disposition  sbould  generally  be  manifested  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  which  occurred  of 
iticreaang  their  emolument^  at  the  expence  of  that 
Reventte  which  they  were  bound  to  protect. 

Hence  it  would  seem,  that  many  of  this  class  of 
OfHoers  were  led  on,  siep  by  step,  utged  by  the  de* 
mends  of  iheir  ^milies»  and  the  inomiaing  expeiice 
of  five£hood,  to  acts  of  Turpiftude  and  Delinquency, 
w|)ich  other  inferior  Qffieen  appekitad  to  contrai. 

them^ 
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thitn,  and  upon  whove  report  tfaeir  fate  depcMidcdj 
might  be  disposed  to  wink  at^  tfrom  a  dretd  of  the 
e^postife  of  some  iitegulari ties  in  thebown  con- 
duct, in  the  acceptance  of  prohibited  Fees. 

Standing  in  this  situation,  where  the  power  of  Pu- 
nishment extended  no  farther  than  dismission  ;-^ 
Where  no  means  of  detecting  Offences  existed^  and 
where,  eiren  in  cases  of  Detection^  na  Prosecutor  was 
called  upon  to  promote  the  ends  of  Justice ;— where 
no  Police  attached  as  an  appendage  to  the  System^ 
for  the  puspose  of  over-^wing  persons  in  the  progress 
of  committing  Offences^  they  naturally  increased* 
The  causes  therefore,  are  thus  easily  explained^ 
which  have  produced  the  enormous  abuses^  whereby 
the  interest  of  the  Revenue^  and  the  rights  of  Indi- 
vidualSf  have  been  in  so  extensive  a  degree  invaded. 

It  would  appear  from  information,  which  has  been 
derived  flrdm  various  sources,  agreeing  in  aU  the  lead* 
ing  features,  that  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  Revenue 
may  be  divided  into  the  following  classes :«— 

)•  Thsie  who  have  bcoB>  for  a  coDsidcfabIc  length  of  time, 
hackqeyed  in  9dl  the  abuses  which  have  prevailed  in  the 
Riv^i  who  cany  on  their  Depredations^to  a  great  extent^ 
in  connection  with  Criminal  Receivers*  ^nd  who  also  son* 
tribute^  in  no  small  degreet  to  the  seduction  of  Mates»  and 
the  petty  OfEcers*  who  are  strangers^  by  bringing  them  over 
to  their  nefiuiaus  designs.-^Thesc  are  generally  denoim« 
Dated  Gam  Qfiars^^Muky  of  this  description  are  af^« 
■Tently  ^orreet  in  their  atlsadaasc  upon  duty,  and  never  sub« 
ject  thonselves  to  the  in^putatiSD  of  bein^  nqfigmt  O^irs. 
f  bay  s^  mofeoiei  ih.genedl.tfr«/#  sad/r/f^/n^/vift  capable 
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6f  devising  «nd  carrying  plans  of  Depredation  upon  the  Re« 
venue  and  the  Individual  into  extxution,  while,  at  the  same 
moment^  they  have  the  address  to  make  their  superior  OfE* 
cers  believe  them  honest  and  faithful.     As  soon  however  as 
they  are  placed  on  board  at  Gravesendi  they  begin  to  lay  their 
plans.     If  the  Mate  is  a  stranger  he  is  sounded, — an  inti- 
macy is  formed,  and  Proposals  are  hazarded,  for  abstracting  a 
part  of  <hc  Cargo.    1  he  Mate  is  reconciled  to  the  measure, 
by  the  observation  that  it  never  will  be  missed* — that  under 
the  wings  of  the  Officers  a  discovery  is  impossible,  and 
that,  it  will  put  a  good  deal  of  money  into  all  their  pockets. 
Preliminaries  being  thus  settled,  the  panicular  mode  of  com- 
mitting the  Plunder  is  adjusted.     When  the  Ship  arrives  at 
her  moorings  the  Copcman  or  Receiver  is  sent  for,  and  the 
prices  of  the  different  articles,  which  are  to  be  disposed  of, 
are  settled.— 

Sugar  is  sold  under  the  Flash  Term  of  Satid 

Coffee    .     .     • Beans 

Pimento *.    Pease 

Rum  and  other  Dquors yinegart  He* 

The  Coperaen  provide  Bags,  Jiggers,  Bladders,  and  other 
conveniences,  and  when  matters  are  previously  adjust- 
ed, the  Plunder  goes  on  to  a  great  extent  in  the  night. 
In  some  instances  the  three  OfEcers  of  the  Customs 
and  two  of  the  Excise,  are  said,  upon  no  vague  au- 
thority, to  have  pocketted  from  30/.  to  50/.  each,  from  the 
Plunder  of  a  single  Ship;  besidesVhat  was  obtained  by  the 
Mate  and  petty  Officers,  and  the  Copeman  and  his  gang  of 
assistants,  which  frequently  amounted  to  a  very  large  sum,  as 
has  been  already  explained  in  the  Second  Chapter,  in  which 
the  nefarious  Practices  of  Night  Plunderers,  called  Light" 
Horsemen^  are  exposed.  The  Pillage  of  the  Cargo  generally 
began  :^bout  Ekven  o'Clock  at  night,  after  all  the  visiting 
Boats  of  the  Customs^  and  Excise^  had.  kft  the  Ship,  and 

continued 
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continued  usually  H1I  five  in  the  morning,  making  il^peated 
trips  on  shore  during  this  period,  and  changing  the  Signals 
every  tirae  to  prevent  Detection.  '  An  instance,  however* 
has  been  stated  to  the  Author,  where  this  species  of  extreme 
caution  did  not  avail*  A  Prevention  Boat  belonging  to  the 
Revenue  rowed  up  to  the  bow  of  a  Game  Ship^  when  one  of 
the  Officers  asking,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice*  Are  ym  ready  f 
The  answer  was  in  the  affirmative ;  and  instantly  three  bags 
of  Sugar  were  lowered  down  of  nearly  two  cwt.  each.  On  go- 
ing on  board*  two  more  bags  were  found ;  but. the  matter  is 
said  to  have  been  hushed  up. 

It  will  be  shewn  in  the  sequel*  that  the  Police  Suryeyors^ 
upon  die  River*  have  completely  defeated  these  abonunable 
Conspiracies.  They  are  not  confined  to  hours,  but  are  out 
the  whole  night  in  different  direaionsi  watching  in  particu- 
lar the  Ships  that  are  suspected. 

IL  Officers  who  merely  connive  at  Pillage  and  Plunder,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  certain  gratuity*  and  who  do  not  partake  thcni- 
selves  in  the  general  spoil. 

III.  Extra  Officers^  who  are  only  paid  3^.  per  day  for  about 
six  months  in  the  year,  while  they  are  employed.— Their 
bir  emolument  producing  only  about  27/.  a  year  on  an 
average,  they  are^  with  some  exceptions*  always  disposed  to 
sacrifice  their  integrity  and  the  public  interest*  to  what  majT 
appear  to  be  fbr  their  own  advantage;  and  by  considering  th6 
diort  duration  of  the  period  of  their  power*  seldom  lose  an 
opportunity  in  making  the  most  of  it,  by  resisting  any  pro^ 
position*  whereby  this  object  can  be  promoted. 

I V,  Glut  Officers,  who  are  only  sought  for  when  great  Fleets 
arrive*  and  the  Port  is  exceedingly  crowded.  In  diis  situa- 
tion such*  in  general*  are  accepted  of  as  can  write  decently  ; 
they  are  of  course  generally  composed  of  illegal  Lottery  In- 
surance Clerks*  occasional  Waiters  at  Tavern^*  and  other 
«utcastS|Who  have  no  settled  empbyment*  and  who  are  said  to 

have 


l^v»  C0ipMiie<l  «icH  Umpfr^ry  ^pokHaaiSiil^  a$  9  kia4  of 
horvesi,  which  they  lire  to  lendier  »  pFodi|$:tive  to  thtm- 
velvet  (white  the  Powei:  mrvuiis)  as  drcumita<K»9  will  ad- 
miu  apd  «f  xovraeaie  gM  of  f vc^y  opportwity  of  b«ne(Hing 
^iBwlv«$  at  the  €Hpts^  of  the  Mffctemu  v4  ^  fair 

V.  Ptfw  OgUm^  part  of  whom  belong  to  all  the  different 
classes ;  but  who  are  generally  scouted  by  their  associates, 
while  k  too  fvequentij  happens^  from  the  circumstances  aU 
lead^  statedlt  and  the  interest  which  criminal  Officers  take 
care  to  preserve  with  their  imm^iate  Superiors,  that  no  chan* 
Qe!  exists  whereby  they  can  con^y  useful  information. 

Vl.  Custom-house  Wat^men. — ^Among  this  Class  arc  cer^ 
tainly  mslny  impure  Characters,  who  have  been  known  to 
be  in  connection  with  the  Game  Officers  on  board  the 
Ships,  for  whom  they  have  been  generally  considered  as 
iafe  carriers,  because  if  met  by  a  Superior  Officer  the 
Goods  were  converted  inomediately  into  a  Seieure,  and 
conveyed  to  the  Custom-house:  but  if  they  escaped  no- 

.  tice,  the  booty  was  conveyed  to  the  Copeman,  or  Re- 
ceive. 


{e)  The  following' aeeoont  of  these  Ofieers  is  given  in  the  very 
VMids  cf  a  person  extseoicly  wett^infomied  on  th<  subject; — 
f  <  Thi  Glut  make  intcicsc  with  the  superior  Officers  of  the  Ciwtoms« 
to  he  enyloyed  when  brge  Fleets  strive  from  the  West-Indies. 
Their  pay  is  3/.  a  day  while  on  duty.  They  have  seldom  a  farthing 
in  the  world  when  they  go  on  ship  board,  having  spent  all  in  making 
interest  to  procure  what  is  called  ag§od  Sblfs  and  sometimes  a  good 
Mirth  '  ■■  **  that  is,  a  situation  where>  from  the  absence  of  the 
Gyfiinj  aid  the  rascality  cf  the  Mate,  a  coa^iraqr  is  ferraed  to 
|tofkr  the  Shifv  Their  System  (to  use  their  own  langi^ge)  Is  /# 
nudU  Uttuf  Hftf bile  H^  ism  sbsHis\^aiixhty  have  been  known  to  make 

^QQ  i^A  to  z^t  by  a  single  Ship  10  circumstanced*'* 


An 


An  Instance  is  stated  to  dit  Author,  pn  aa  aulkonty  which 
admiis  of  na  doOl>t>  thai  in  a  System  of  FiUagi  atxwi  oi|  bf 
the  Mate»  and  G^mi  Xsvfnui  O^frs^  go  board  of  a  Ship  Out* 
ward-bound  for  Hamburgbt  some  of  the  Gang  who  %me 
engaged  nigjht  and  day  in  this  buaoesB^  coosisted  of  Stwk/atC 
Waterioen,  who$f  particular  situationy  as  Q6keis^  tended  la 
aome  degree  to  shield  them  from  suspicion,  though  in  this 
respect  they  have  not  always  been  successful*  as  Convicdons 
have  taken  place  where  Revenue  Watermen  have  been  de- 
lected with  Goods  without  the  broad  Arrow»  to  denote  that 
the]^  were  seized*  and  rowmg  in  a  diiierent  direction  Skmdi  tbe 
Custom-house. 


1 

The  number  of  inferior  Officers  employed  by  tbie 
Customs  may  be  arranged  as  fi^llows : 

!•  200  EsUAlisked  Tide  Offictrs^  having  a  Salary  one  half 

of  them  40/.  and  the  other  35/.  a  year,  and 
xs.  a  day  while  on  Duty*  A  considerable 
proportion,  however»  is  appointed  toso-. 
perior  duty,  as  Acting  Surveyors,  in  the 
Summer  when  the  Fleets  arrivt!,  and  have 
a  certain  influence  in  appoioting  Extra  and 
CUtit  Officers  to  Ships*  Their  aven^ 
fair  emolument  ^«  ay^ar* 

II.  900  Preferable  Officers  who  receive  35.  6i,  a  day  with* 

out  any  Salary.  They  may  be  employed 
two-thinis  of  a  year,  and  may  receive  at- 
fhe  rate  of^a/.  ayear. 

400  Dr. 
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400  Officers  brought  over. 
HI.  500  Extra  Officers  (or  thereabouts,)  who  receive  31  /  a 

day  while  employed,  or  about  87/.  a  year ; 
having  only  duty  to  perform  for  about  half 
the  year. 

IV.   150  Glut  Officers. — These  receive  also  Jt.  ^  day  wliile 

employed,  which  feldoxd  exceeds  two 
months,  and  therefore  their  fair  earnings 
cannot  average  above  lo/.  a  year  each. 


850 


Besides  these  850  inferior  Officers^  or  thereabouts^ 
(for  as  their  numbers  vary  they  can  never  be  exactly 
ascertained)  there  are  82  Custom-house  Watermen 
who  are  attached  to  the  Superior  Officers,  who  sur- 
vey the  diierent  Ships  in  the  River,  viz. 

W^aiermin* 
'  •  4  Inspectors  having    •     •     •     .     16 

16  Tide  Surveyors  having    ...     32 
8  Preventing  Officers    .     •    .     .      6 

1  Tobacco  Inspector 4 

4  Tobacco  Surveyors  •  •  .  .  8 
4  Wood  Farm  Officers  for  Timber  8 
4  Coast  Officers    ......    8 


36  8a 

The  Watermen  are  divided  into  three  Classes. — 

Those  that  are  established  receive  351.  a  year ;  the 

Preferable  3s.  6d.  a  day  for  two-thirds;    and  the 

E^tra  3s,  a  day  for  about  half  the  year. 

^  The 
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The  aggregate,  iherctewre,  of  inferior  Officers  of 
the  Customs  who  do  duty  on  the  River,  nwy  he 
estitnkted  at  93!2;  and  perhaps  there  are  about 
one-third  of  that  number  in  the  Service  of  the 
Excise,  making  in  all  about  1200  inferior  Officers, 
whose  Salaries,  or  allowance,  run  from  id.  to  55L  a 
year. 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  is  thus  placed,  humanity  pleads  in  behalf 
of  this  miserable  Class  of  men.  Few  of  them,  ex- 
cept the  Watermen,  have  opportunities  of  making 
Seii^ures,  and  these  too  have  experienced  a  prodigin 
ous  reduction  in  their  emoluments,  since  the  vigi* 
lance  of  the  Marine  Police  has,  in  so  great  a  degree, 
banished  Delinquency  and  Smuggling  from  the 
River. 

A  Custom-house  Waterman,  who  appeared  to  be 
a  man  of  veracity,  while  he  candidly  acknowledged 
to  the  Author  the  utility  and  necessity  of  the  Marine 
Police,  stated  at  the  same  time  his  loss  by  the  dimi- 
nution of  Seizures,  to  be  equal  to  from  351.  to 
40l.  a  year. 

Where  no  fees  arc  authorized,  none  will  be  given 
but  for  connivance  at  clandestine  transactions.  The 
inferior  Officers  are  in  this  precise  situation :  their 
emofbments  are  inadequate  to  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  hence  they  have  too  easily  yielded  to 
temptations;  stimulated  by  v;ant,  and  reconciled  to 
bad  actions  by  the  force  of  example,  and  the  sanction 
which  forbearance  and  a  deficient  System  \£  oecd- 

N  nomy 
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nomy  and  Police  had  given  to  ofibnces  of  great 
turpitude. 

Were  there  not  abundance  of  proofs  in  the  de- 
tection and  conviction  of  so  many  of  this  class  of 
men,  the  occasional  dismission  of  such  numbers 
shews  that  their  purity  and  integrity  is  not  of  that 
cast  which  can  beget  confidence. 

Taking  therefore,  all  circumstances  together^  it 
may  not  be  too  much  to  state,  that  out  of  1200  in- 
ferior Revenue  Officers  who  have  been  employed  on 
the  River  duty^  Seven  Hundred  may  have  been,  more 
or  less,  profiters  by  the  excessive  Plunder,  which 
seems  to  have  been  more  or  les^  general  in  every 
line  of  Commerce. 

It  appears  from  various  accurate  channels  of  in- 
formation, that  the  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 
Criminal  Conduct  of  many  inferior  Revenue  Offi- 
cers, is  confined  to  no  one  particular  line  of  Trade ; 
but  pervades  the  whole,  and  in  particular  Outward- 
bound  Ships,  which  were  never  supposed  to  be  ob- 
jects of  attention,  no  suspicion  having  arisen  of 
their  being  in  danger  of  being  plundered.  These 
have  therefore,  of  late  affi)rded  the  best  opportunity 
of  acquiring  a  large  booty  with  a  less  degree  of 
risque. — ^This  was  some  time  since  discovered  by 
Revenue  Officers  and  their  associates.  By  sleeping 
near  the  Cargo  a  knowledge  is  acquired  of  the  means 
of  obtaining  valuable  Packages,  by  which  Govern- 
ment is  defrauded  of  the  Debentures,  and  the  Mer- 
chant Idscs  his  Property,  implicating  at  the  same 

time 

6 


time  the  chareeter  of  the  fair  Trader^  and  generating 
disputes  between  Shippers  and  their  corr^pondent^^ 
of  a  nature  the  moil  cfisagreeable.  Important  as  ^t 
certainly  is^  to  guard  by  every  possiblcf  means  the 
security  of  the  Revenue,  with  respest  to  Debenture 
Goods,  the  System  does  not  seem  JU)  admit  of  the 
same  minute  accuracy  as  prevails^  with  respect  to 
goods  imported  ;  and  .  hence  endrmoos  fraj^s  have' 
been  discovered.  .  When  a  Ship  proceeds  outward- 
bound  down  the  River,  if  the  Plunder  cannot  con- 
veniently, be  removed  till  she  reaches  Gravesend, 
every  facility  is  found  there  with  respect  to  the  con- 
cealment;; and  Vhere  a  sale  cannot  be  efiectdd  at 
the  price  which  fs  expected,  the  goods  piirlbihed  *rfre' 
returned  to  London  in  the^Cravesehd'  Bb^tsJ  withdilt ' 
any  suspicion  whatever  being  cxcrtidl 


ll '  )        •  •  " 


IV.   LUI^PBBS  BM!>XiOYB&  TO  LOA^  AND   ]>I$CHAR(^b/ 

.     .,  .Shim  w.  tRB  JKivbh  Th)(imbs.' 

'  The  illegal   proceedings  of   this  description '  pf ' 
Labourers  have  already  been  developed  in  the  Second  ^ 
Chapter.  (Div.  IV.  p.  62.)  They  may  be  divided  into 
three  Classes  : 

1st.  Regular  Lumpers  who  arc  eipploycd  all  the.  year 
round  in '  labouring  in  the  Rigging  and  outHt  of 
*Ships  ;   artd  also  a5  holi/ersi  or  persons  who  unstow  '••^  •  -^ 
the  Cargo  during  the  discharge,  }iii  i^)  Uhe'ZJVnVi,'^''  '-*•-* 
&£•'  ind*  who  are  geikrally  complete  'sbattlto'  ''^     -  t    ifoi>{ 

N  2  ad»  Inferior 


hsa  mujxrsK  on 

,.•  .  .  i '-»/ !m:i;  ^. •»:,.-. ,  .] .:  :  '.  Brought  fariiraird  "  400 
7^.  J|)fciiiQC  lipifOfon  who  ar«:  b^  aX^^t  iScamei^  by 
•  pj:^ifi^io|i,  biUr^hq  are  in. the  habit  of  woiJ^ing 
up  board  of"  vessels  in  the  character,  of  i)<?cijvrj,  or  .; 
persons  wlio  hoist  up  the  Cargo  upon  deck,  and  from 
thence  into  the  LigHtcrs/and'sefck  their  living  chiefly 
mWng  Mii  SMpjMi^ ;  i^    1    '-    .•-•-    ./.    .        600' 

3a.  pccisibfjal' lumpers  wKo  resort  to   the    River 
when  gireaf  Flefcts  afiivci 'ifci:  temporary  etiipiby. 
"taint    'i^ 'i  '•-•*. '•    u    -.i-'^'...     ^/'•-•"   'i^6o 


(«•  .'.'.:  •  •  •»'* 


•••■  •_».  ,     K  k.  <.  *  t    k  «I'J 


•^ 


•  , 


•^^    '    :.      .'    '        ..;...'  Total*    •    •     1400 

,  j\yhep  t^Q.gejipral  profligapy  of  xnanaers,  which 
h^  been;fp»j^4  tp  pervades  this  great  body  of  La- 
bqurffr?|,isj99B6idpred,  bj^a  ^e^^^^^  to  tho  details 
already  given  of  j^hje  ^ischievQu^  habits  tb:ey  have 
contracted^  and  the  evil  practices  of  which  too  many 
of  them  have  been  guilty,  it  may  reasonably  be  con- 
ceded, ttet  out  of  MOO  t^hb  follo^V  t1>i^  Krtrploy-' 
ment,  at  lc**K3fW/w  Hukdrid^ hMtebicn,  more  or 
less,  concerned  in  the  Pillage  of  Commercial  Pro- 

pprty. 


«  < .   I  > 


,  I  • . .  t  •  I  . « •*• 


V.    CoAL-HEAtiRS   EMPL'OYED    TO     DISCHAKGK 

Colliers  in  the  River  Thames. 

As  the  Mclropbl'is  and  \\s  ehvii-oris  require  850,000 

''•4..     <i      I         'I'l 

Chaldron  of  Coals^^^hriually,  for  the  consumption  of 
the  inhabitants. an^  qi^erous  Manufactpries,  it  ap- 
pears that  th&  weekly  supply  must  amount  to  1 6,346 
Ghaldrons,  or  74  Cargoes  of  221  Chaldrons  each.—' 

To 


.^.  .»  ». 
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To  discharge  these  ublsols,  makiogl  sdlbwmce  for 
siekoeis,  and  occasional  absence,  it  has  bcbn  alteadjii 
slated,  that  at  least  800  mea  must  MUm  this  iabow 
mus  Qinployment,  iof..whbm  fiOO\riidy  be  classed 
among  those. who  have  ^eoa  following  ^feringprac) 
ticeSj  exclusive  of  those^hb^ischargditbeiLi^beers; 
A  general  opinion  prevails,  that  the  Coal-heavers 
ane  Mtremdy  numcKms,:  fioinvtfae'/ifimittflfgelabl>uf 
wfaioh  thejr  perforai  io  ihe^ooutse^ofu  ye^.  •  ''It  is 
however,  by  no  means  the  .case ;  -and-eiVen  i&  con* 
sidcrable  proportion  of  those  who  are  employed,  ^re 
Soldiers  in  the  Guards.  ,     . 


I  I      M 


VL   JOURITEYMBN  C009i;|lS  BMPLOTSb   tS  .VH^rDWi 

GHAfiL«£  OF  Ships  ai^p  YKSsai^b  rm  stkDriliT'Ba 
■    Thames^  .'':•.':''  r-  •  -,     .r  •.      I 


t  II  '  • 


//  .  ■  ii    **i 


Supposing  apO  Ships  of  all  de$cri|^tipps, .  unjjef 
discharge  at  one  time  \t\  the  Port  of  London,  .^^4 
each,  from  the  particular  nature  of  tljie  p^rgjo^  tp 
require  two  Journeymen  Coopers,  it  would  ff)]\oyf 
that  400  of  this  Class  are  employed,  with  certain 
interruptions^  in  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  Kivefr 
Thames.  Enough  ^has  been  stated  (in  Chaptjer  Il|. 
Div.  V.  p.  66.)  to  shew  the  disposition  they  have  tna- 
nifested,  not  only  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  them- 
selves^ but  to  be  instrumental  in  affording  facilities 
to  others.  Many  circumstances  warrant  a  conclu- 
sion, that  at  least  300  of  this  Class  may  be  con- 
sidered as  Delinquents. 

When 
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./SWbcn  the.  Jpurneymeh  Coopers  were  sent  on 
board  of  th6  W^^India  Ships  in  1798,  which  were 
undd*  the  control  of  the  Marine  Police/ where  no 
Plunder  could  be  obt^ned.  on>  account  of  the  swom^ 
Con&|[tabIea  phqed  oil  boards  the  greatest  clamour 
ensuedj  ^nd'theyiinsisted  on  an  advance  of  Wages; 

>'**  •  » . ;    •     ■>■»•/     •  • .  J  ,-      .  J        «...     .  .  .  ■ .    .    / ' 

•  « 

yU.  WAXBiiMxiK.ptTiNGBETirssN  London  BatDC^K 
;  AND  Qaebkwich>  who  aex  attached  to  out- 

.    WAUD    ANSO  JHOMSWABD^BOUND     ShiPS     IN     THE 
r;^rV£R.Tj«AMS8.    ; 


t    4 «  /  4 


It  has  been  generally  supposed,  that  about  900 
Watermen  are  either  attached  to  particular  Ships 
lading,  ior  discharging  in  the  River  Thames,  or  are 
ocoasibnaify  employed  in  <coiiveying  povisk>ns  and 
baggage,  or  in  landing  artides  sent  on  Shore.  The 
facilities  which  many  of  this  Class  afford  in  convey- 
ing Plunder  fitom  these  Ships,  has  already  been  ex- 
plained  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  VI.  p.  66.)  and  the  evidence 
of  their  ^evil  practices  has  been  too  clearly  evinced, 
by  numerous  Convictions,  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  that 
■500  at  hast  are  men  of  loose  conduct y  who  require  to 
be  narrowly  watched,  inasmuch  as  not  a  few  of 
them  have  been  proved  guilty  of  seducing  Seamen 
and  other^  to  commit  acts  of  Pillage,  and  assisting 
them  in  the  conveyance  and  disposal  of  the  booty. 


VIIL  Jour- 
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VIIL  JOUBNETMEN   LiGHTEAMEK   EMPLOYED    IN 

CONVEYING  Goods  and  Merchandise  to 
AND  from  Ships  lading  and  discharging 
in  the  Kiver  Thames, 

This  Class  has  been  already  pretty  fully  treated 
on  (in  Chap.  11.  Div.  IX.  p.  70.)  They  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Watermen.  Their  hostility  to  the  secu- 
rity of  Commercial  Property  has  been  already  ex- 
plained;— their  numbers  are  to  be  ascertained  by 
having  recourse  to  the  Lighters,  which  they  navi- 
gate in  various  branches  of  Trade.  It  has  been 
shewn  that  the  following  Craft  are  employed  in 
the  Trade  of  the  River^  exclusive  of  Coal  Barges, 
namely-— 

'Employed  in  lading  and  discharging 
Ships  and  Vessels  outward* 
bound  and  homeward-bound» 
including  the  West-India 
Trade. 


402  Lighters 
388  Punts 


790 

400  Barges  in  the  Deal  and  Timber  Trade. 


1190     •    •    Total; 

which  may  be  supposed^  making  allowance  for 
absence  and  sickness^  to  give  permanent  anrid  occa* 
sional  employment  to  about  One  Thousand  Five 
Hundred  Journeymen  Lightermen  and  their  Ap- 
prentices. Their  Employers^  the  Master  Lighter- 
men, are  generally  persons  of  much  respectability^ 
who  sensibly  feel  the  injuries  and  inconveniences  to 
the  Public  and  to  themselves^  which  result  from  the 

loose 
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loose  conduct  and  profligacy  of  hot  a  few  of  their 
Journeymen  ;  five  Hundred  of  wkom  are  supposed 
to  compose  a  part  of  the  Criminal  Confederacy  upon 
the  River,  and  to  require  the  watchful  eye  of  the 
Police.  Before  this  new  System  existed,  it  was  not 
unusual  for  thisClass  to  remain  in  their  Lightergalongr 
side  of  West-India  Ships  so  long  as  Pilfering  went 
on :  wherever  nothing  is  to  be  procured,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  protection  of  the  Police  being 
extended  to  particular  Ships,  they  are  now  in  the 
habit  of  leaving  their  Craft,  to  be  laden  by  the 
Lumpers,  and  seldom  return  till  called  upon  ta  cqiit 
vey  them  to  the  Quays. 

IX.   MUP-LARK§. 

[The  derivation  of  this  term,  and  tlie  nature  of  the  Dcprc- 
dations  carried  on  by  those  who  are  distinguished  by  it, 
have  been  already  stated  (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  VII.  p.  68.)] 

The  number  of  individual^  who .  compose  this 
Class  cannot  easily  be  ascertained.  They  may  be 
said  to  be  aqtiatic  Itinerants,  who  increase  or  dimi- 
nish according  to  the  resource  which  is  afforded  for 
obtaining  Pillage  by  their  own  devices,  or  giving 
facilities  to  those  who  convey  Plunder  from  Ship§ 
and  Craft  in  the  River. — ^They  are  proper  objects  for 
4he  attention  of  the  Police.  Perhaps  their  amount 
may  be  estimated,  in  different  parts  of  the  River 
whcTC  the  Shipping  lie,  at  ahout  Tivo  Hundred. 

Ta 


To  these  may  b?  added  another  CUss  of  ment 
f^ho  follow  the  pi^es^ion  of  Catching  lUts  on  board 
pf  Ships;  whose  conduct  also  requires  a  narrow 
io^pcctipn ;  and  as  to  whom  i»c  Chap.  II.  Div.  Vllt 
p.  69. 

5C*  Watchmen  xn  Ships  and  LiQHXKas,  and 
UPON  THE  Quays  and  Wharfs  in  the  Port 
OP  London. 

A^o^!i&  thi^  Class  there  Is  a  mixture  of  honest 
and  criminal  Characters ;  -and  also  not  a  few  who, 
vHthout  beir^g  imp«re  thenjsclves,  from  carelessness 
and  timidity^  <^r  fi^tn  considering  themselves  as  un* 
der  the  direction  and  control  of  Mates,  and  pei^ 
cons  haying  the  immediate  charge  of  Craft,  suffer 
Depredations  to  be  committed,  and  even  assist  in 
removing  the  ^il  when  required  so  to  do,  by  thos6 
whom  they  look  up  to  as  their  Superiors.  Nothing 
pan  be  upon  a  worse  footing  than  the  System  of 
patching  Comm^cial  fttiperty  in  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don. In  most  instances  it  resolves  itself  into  a  merfe 
inockery  of  Security,  while  tb^  cxpcnce  incurred  by 
^he  Trade  at  large  is  enormous.  The  System  ifi 
radically  wrong,  and  from  this  9ource  have  originated 
many  of  the  eviU  which  have  been  detailed  and  ex- 
plained in  this  Work.  It  frequently  happens  from  an 
ill-judged  parsimony,  that  only  a  single  Watchman  is 
employed  to  guard  a  valuable  Cargo  in  the  Shi^,  and 
in  the  Lighters ;  and  this  feeble  and  ineffectual  guard 
IS  trusted^  Without  any  relief^  sometimes,  for  three  or 

four 
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four  weeks  together ;  and  thus  the  Ship  is  allowed 
to  be  without  protection,  while  this  ineffectual 
guard  is  slumbering,  for  want  of  rest,  in  the 
Xighters.  The  mere  annual  interest  of  the  Property 
lost  by  this  mistaken  ceconomy,  would  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  support  a  regular  and  systematic  Guard, 
controled  and  instructed  by  the  Police,  under  whose 
guardianship,  vigilance  would  be  ensured,  and  col- 
lusive and  fraudulent  practices  prevented. 
.  On  a  supposition  that  the  Watchmefi  employed  in 
the  Ships,  and  in  the  numerous  Lighters  and  Craft 
on  the  River,  laden  with  valuable  Property,  toge- 
ther with  those  that  are  employed  as  Guards  upon  the 
^uays  and  Whar6,  on  both  sideis  of  the  River,  from 
Westminster  Bridge  to  Deptford,  may  amount  to 
1000 ;  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that' 300  at  least,  are 
.concerned  in  assisting  in  the  commission  of  Crimes. . 
The  following  Estimat^^  will  elucidate  and  ex*- 
plain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  risque  to  which 
Commercial  Property  is  exposed  in  the  RiverXhamesi 
requiring  an  efficient  Guard; 


Statement  Jor  a  Year  in  Foreign  Trade.       Cargoes^ 
1 1405  Cargoes  inwaids  and  outwards  in  British 

Vessels  is 2i8io 

1*843  Cai]goes  in  Foreign  Vessels^  supposing  one- 
half  in  Ballast 1.843 

400  Barges  •\  i»i40  Craft  laden  with  outward 
402  Lighters  ?*  and  homeward  Cargoes^  on  an 
338  Punts     ^     average  each  40  times  a  year  45,60a 

Carried  over    •    •    •       5^*253 

Brought 
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Brought  over    ....    501^53 

To  which  add 
2fi96  Coal  CraCtf  having  Cargoes  in  a  yeari  esti- 
mated at     ...      f     f     f     »     .    .        47  #788 

Total  number  of  Cargoes,  requiring  to  be  watched,  , 
exclusive  of  the  Coasting  and  River  Trade,  and 
the  Property  exposed  on  the  Qtiays,  &c.     •     .         98,041 

♦^*  Total  estimated  value  of  the  whole  Property, 
more  or  less  exposed  in  the  course  of  a  year  in 
Ships»  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  upon  the  Quayst 
Wharfs,  and  Landing  Places  (/)    .     .     .    ;f  .60,597,989 

Sterlings 
f 

XI;  Labourers  on  the  Quays  and  WitARPs,  &c. 
IN  THE  Fort  of  London^  genbrally  dsno* 
MiNATED  Scuffle-Hunters. 

The  general  pursuits,  and  the  universal  Profligacy 
of  this  Class  of  Labourers,  who  niay  be  considered 
as  the  Scum  of  Society,  have  already  been  explain- 
ed (in  Chap.  II.  Div.  X.  p.  75.) — ^Their  number 
varies  according  to  the  opportunities  which  are  pre- 
sented, for  affording  the  most  productive  harvest  in 
the  scramble  for  Plunder.  This,  however,  to  use 
their  own  language,  is  generally  found  at  the  Water 
Side,  to  which  they  resort,  in  crowds,  in  the  throng 
Seasons,  and  obtain  occasional  employment  through 
a  want  of  a  better  Class  of  Labourers. — Perhaps  they 
may  amount  to  about  500  in  all. 

(/)  Sec  Table,  page  22. 

XIL  La- 
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XII.  Labourers  in  the  different  Warehouses 
IN  WHICH  Commercial  Property  is  deposited 
IN  the  Port  of  London. — (See  Cbap.  II.  p,  76.) 

As  it  has  been  shewn  that  the  value  of  the 
foreign^  Merchandise  alone^  imported  into  the  River 
Thames^  amounts  to  ^.!25,1 57,421  Sterling  in  the 
course  of  a  year;  and  as  it  appears  probable,  that  this 
immense  Property  cannot  be  contained  in  less  than 
One  Million  of  Casks  and  other  Packages ;  the  Ware- 
houses necessary  to  contain  these  Goods  must  not 
only  be  very  extensive,  but  the  Labourers  who  are 
required  to  deposit^  and  afterwards  to  remove  soch  a 
mass  of  valuable  Goods,  either  for  Exportation  or 
home  consumption,  must  be  pretty  numerous,  in  all 
the  different  branches  \  and  that  from  the  state  of 
Morals  among  the  lower  Classes,  a  general  disposi- 
tion to  commit  acts  of  Pillage  must  prevail  wherever 
opportunities  offer.  This  indeed,  has  been  proved 
to  be  the  case  in  a  multitude  of  instances  ;rf— but  as 
the  Class  denominated  ScufHc-hunters,  who  have 
been  already  estimated,  frequently  mingle  with  the 
others,  the  Labourers  ii\  the  Warehouses,  in  this 
view,  may  probably  not  exceed  One  Thousand 
on  both  sides  of  the  River,  and  of  these  at  least 
Five  Hundred  may  he  considered  as  implicated  in  the 
general  charge  of  Delinquency. 


Having 


Having  thus  taken  a  general  View  of  the  differ- 
etii  C^assds^  who,  in  the  course  of  thdr  various 
enrtptoymeHts  in  Ships,  Vessels  and  Craft,  and  on 
the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  and  in  the  Warehouses  irt 
the  Port  of  London,  are,  more  or  less,  the  objects 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Police,  from  the  dis- 
coveries which  have  been  made  of  the  turpitude  of 
their  conduct ;  it  fiow  remains  to  form  some  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  those  more  atfocious  Oifen* 
ders,  who  seek  not  for  the  cover  of  employment  in 
emnmitting  thdr  Depredations  on  Commercial  Pro- 
perty :-— at  th^  head  of  this  Class  stand-— 

XIII.  River  Pirates. 

TfcK  dfetail  of  the  evil  practices  of  this  abatidoncd 
*te6  of  irieti,  Svhich  is  given  in  the  Second  Chapter, 
(Wvisloh  ri.  p.  So.)  supersedes  the  necessity  of  fur- 
ther observation  as  to  the  nature  or  extent  of  theif 
Iniquities.  Whatever  a  return  of  Peace  mar  pro- 
duce, their  numbers  have  certainly  diminished,  ai 
has  been  already  noticed,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  War  ;  and,  probably,  could  not  be  estimated 
at  more  than  One  Hundred-,  when  the  Marine  Police 
was  established. 

XIV.  Night  Plunderers. 

This  Class  comprising  not  a  few  of  the  "Vater- 
ineh,  Cbopdfs  and  Lumpers,  who  have  been  ilready 
6tiiinlef(ited,  it  may  probably  be  nearest  the  truth 

to 
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to  estimate  them  at  not  more  than  Two  Hundred, 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police. 
Their  illegal  practices  are  elucidated  and  es^plained 
in  Chapter  IL  (Division  III*  p.  52,  &c.) 

XV.  Light  Horsembn. 

« 

These  have  been  explained  in  the  Second  Chap- 
ter^ (Division  III.  p.  58.)  to  be  men  acting  in  concert 
with  the  Receivers  J  Mates  and  Revenue  Officers,  on 
board  Ships  in  the  Night,  and  in  consequence  o^ 
previous  preparations^  removing  G>mmercial  articles 
(particularly  West-India  G)mmoditiesJ  to  a  great 
amount.  The  mischief  they  did  was  of  course  ex~^ 
tensive;  but  their  transactions  having  been  the 
result  of  a  preconcerted  plan,  and  requiring  great 
caution  in  the  selection  of  the  Labourers,  it  was 
certainly  confined,  comparatively^  to  a  few  hands. 
Exclusive  of  the  Mates,  Revenue  Officers  and  &- 
ceivers ;  —  considered  separately  —  xhpy  probably^ 
never  at  any  time  exceeded  Two  Hundred. 

XVI.  Receivers  op  Commercial  and  Public 
Property  imported  into^  and  exported  from, 
THE  River  Thames. 

In  looking  at  the  various  ramifications  of  this 
Pand-EMONium  of  Iniquity^  from  which  has  gradu- 
ally spiing  up  all  those  evils  which  have  proved  sq 
destructive  to  public  Morals,  and  to  the  Security  of 

Commercial 
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Commercial  Property^  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  examples  which-  are  here  exhibited 
of  the  power  of  avarice  over  the  human  mind^  in 
drawing,  in  several  instances,  men  of  Property  from 
the  line  of  rectitude,  which  their  situation  in  Society 
renders  it  their  interest  to  pursue  j— in  plunging 
them  into  an  abyss  of  Turpitude  and  Crimes^  and 
subjecting  them  to  those  penal  hazards,  from  which 
a  purer  conduct  might  exempt  them,  with  perhaps 
an  equal  chance  of  accumulating  wealth  through 
the  medium  of  honest  industry.  Yet  such  is  the 
passion  for  becoming  suddenly  rich,  and  for  acquir- 
ing the  means  of  indulging  in  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance, that  it  is  to  be  lamented  among  the  various 
Criminal  Devices  to  which  men  i*esort  to  gratify 
avaricious  desires ;  the  purchase  of  Stolen  Property 
is  one,  which  not  only  spreads  broad  and  wide  in'  this 
great  Metropolis^  but  also  attaches  to  Individualsy 
who,  moderating  their  views,  might  pass  through 
life  with  credit  and  reputation^  without  resorting  to 
such  Criminal  Subterfuges. 

The  discoveries  which  have  been  made,  not  only 
of  the  systeftiatic  Trade  of  receiving  and  purchasing, 
at  very  reduced  prices.  Commercial  Articles  of  great 
value ;  but.also  of  planning,  and  assisting  in  the  exe- 
cution of  designs,  which  have  Robbery  and  Plunder 
for  their  object,  convey  to  the  mind  a  very  melan- 
choly picture  of  human  nature.  But  when  to  this 
are  added  deliberate  attempts  to  seduce  men,  hav- 
ing the  trust  of  a  valuable  property,  from  the  paths 
.  .  of 


^  hanesty,  by  persaading  thern  to  cctnlnit  Matnii^ 
bnd  bj  hoUitig  out,  ndt  only  those  fiicifiticsi  which 
Hiay  a8si6t  them  in  eluding  detection-;  but  also  the 
WMgcs  of  iniquity  in  a.Wge,  though  an  inadequate 
pecuniary  reward,  when  opposed  to  the  booty  which 
is  obtained,  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate  a  species 
of  turpitude  thus  a^ravated  and  increased,  without 
feeling  a  strong  anxiety  to  see  remedies  applied  to  an 
evil  of  the  greatest  magni  tude. 
.  This  mischievous  horde  of  delinquents,  who  thus 
propagate  and  nourish  criminal  ofiences>  may  be 
divided  into  twelve  different  cla^s. 

I.  Recek-ers  of  the  more  opuUntxlass ;  to  whom  the 
foregoing  observations  particularly  apply.  Tboseavail* 
ipg  themselves  of  the  pecuniary  resourses  they  pos* 
sess,  give  existence  and  vigour  to  depredation^  upon 
a  lat^e  scale,  by  solieitations  and  facilities,  without 
which  they  could  not  hare  been  committed;  and  when 
under  the  embarrassment  of  detection,  avail  them* 
selves  of  their  pecuniary  resources,  in  catling  forth 
the  talents  of  Counsel  and  the  whole  chicane  of  the 
law,  to  enable  them  to  elude  the  punishment  due  to 
their  crimes ;  in  which  the  friends  of  Morality  atid 
Justice  have  to  laitvent  that  they  are  too  often  suc- 
cessful, producing  thereby  incalculable  injuries  to 
the  Community  at  large. 

Of  all  others^  the  individuals  of  this  class  are  the 
most  noxious  and  destructive  to  Cotnmercial  Pro- 
perty. Some  of  them  have  carried  on  Sugar  Reftneries 
chiefly  by  the  tpoIiatioA  which  they  fostered  end  en-* 

couraged. 


RIVfiR  POLICE*  1Q3 

couraged.  They  have  accumulated  wealth  by  pur- 
chasing Tea^  Cofiee^  Hemp^  Ashes^  Deals^  Timber^ 
and  many  great  articles  of  Commerce,  at  very  re- 
duced prices,  which  their  credit  in  the  Commercial 
World'  has  enabled  them  to  dispose  of^  without 
suspicion,  at  the  full  value. 

II.  Receivers  of  an  inferior  Class,  who  are  in  con- 
nection with  small  Grocers,  and  venders  of  Smuggled 
Goods,  through  whose  medium  the  Lumpers  have 
been  accjustomed  to  dispose  of  the  Plunder  they  ob- 
tained, and  which  was  afterwards  conveyed  by  false 
Bills  of  Parcels  to  the  Houses  and  Shops  of  the 
Purchasers,  whose  dealings  amounted  to  a  large  sum 
in  the  course  of  a  year. 

III.  Receivers,  in  comtechon  with  Revenue  Offi^ 
cersy  who  are  denominated  .  Copemen,  and  who  con- 
tribute, in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the  Pillage 
which  has  taken  place  in  outward  and  homeward- 
bound  Ships,  by  the  assistance  they  afford  in  finding 

'  means  to  convey  the  articles  on  shore,  and  afterwards 
in  disposing  of  them. 

IV.  Receivers  who  keep  Shops  for  the  Purchase 
and  sale  of  Old  Iron  and  Old  Stores,  Hand  Stuff, 
Junk  and  Rags,  who  deal  with  the  Stealem  of 
Cordage,  Metals,  and  other  articles,  which  they 
are  ever  ready  to  purchase,  at  an  under  price,  with- 
out asking  questions,  and  not  seldom  to  cover  the 
unlawful  possession  of  King's  Cordage,  by  certifi- 
cates of  similar  Stores,  purchased  at  the  Sale  of  un- 

'  jerviceahle  articles  at  the  Dock-yards« 

O  V.  Receivers 
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V.  Receivers  who  ieep  small  Grocers*  StiQfs^  and 
Chandlers  Shdps  for  Corn,  and  other  *ticlcs. — ^ThcSse 
cficoufigr  Labe«trers,  and  others,  who  work  on  Ship- 
fc^mrd  atid  in  Warehouses,  to  .purloin  Sugar^ 
Rdtti,  Coffee,  Pimeinto,  Ginger,  Dutch  CHeescb, 
Corn,  and  various  other  articles  whkA  are  hiatantly 
.pisrcbased,  tinder  circunistances  which  denote  a 
ipdrfect  knowledge  of  the  articles  being  Stolen. 

VL  ■Fubikans  who  are   in  the  habit  of  gtring 
•credit  to  Lumpers,  and  other  Azotic  Labourers, 
receiving  in  payment  whatever  they  can  steal  knA, 
'purloin  from  Ships  and  Vessels  in* the  Rivtr  Thames, 
-Hnd  irom .  the  Wfaar&  and  Warehouses  adjacent 
thereto ;    or  permitting  their  houses  to  be  a  general 
rciidcivotts '  for  Journeymen  G>opers,  who  commit 
acts  of  Pillage  in  the  Waj-ehouses,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  removing  Samples. 

VII.  Stndll  Manufacturers  of  Twirtc  and  Ropes, 
who  are  in  connection  with  the  Labourers  ot)  board 
of  Ships  from  Russia,  and  with  Night  Plundefers 
who  pillage  Hemp  Lighters  :  Supplying-  thenlficlviD* 
in'this  jnanner  with  the  chief  j^art  of  the 'Raw  Ma- 
terials which  they  wojfk  up  at  a  very  under  prioe, 
xind  eoooilragtng  this  species  iiiif  Depredation,  (\vhiich 

.  has  gone  to  a  great  extent  arfhually,)  b^  applitfiations 
to  those'  whoi^  ^situation  at  the  titue  aftonis*  them  op- 
portunities of  bb&iniixg,  by.  unlawful  meiiis,  this 
particular  article. 

VIII.  Female  'JSecehers  who  keep  'htMiSos  of  UU 
famc^  or  are  otherwise  in  ooxineciioai  «ii(h  the.  S^- 


tnen  pn  boar  A  the  -fihifie  and  Vesads  in  the  ^ver 
Thames.-'— These^  after  pUioderiiDg  the  tboiightlefiB 
men  Qf^hdr  vvages^by  tbeaaost  i4af9SDbus  me3AS,  ;en^ 
Qounge  them  to.p^fer  ^aod  Jteal  whatever  can  .be 
obtained;  in  the  sale  of  which  they  are  geoerally 
oti^aled  <i(  thcee-ffourths  of  (be  valae.  This  .ill-igot 
^wealth  is  «pce()i]y^di^pated  in  xiotaod  ^bauchery, 
Ai>d  the  X)epredations  rcocwpd^  subject  to  a  r&r 
(petition  of  the  ^s^me  fimids and. impositions. 

.IX.  GwHous  iUuherSymhost  attention  is  direot- 
^•togoc^l 'Bargains,  and  who  are  in  the  .habit  of 
purcihasing  Smuggled  Goods  and  cheap ^ticl^  ,witbr 
out  asking  q^eatiojis. 

I  X.  Careless  Recovers ,  who  without  meditating 
any  evij  de^gn,  puccdaaae^  indiscriminately,  what* 
ever  they  can  obtain  cheap,  under. the  idea  that  it  is 
the  private  adventuK  of  fiea^&ring  men,  or  their 
connections.  Vox  this  species  q{  iraiEc,  tber^  are 
multitudes  of  open  doors  in  everyKStreet  in  the 
,iricinity .  of  the  RiMcr  on  both  sides,  from  London 
Bridge  to  Blackwail  and. Greenwich. 

XL  Receivers  ^  his  Mofestys  N^val  and  FictuaU 
ifig  Si^res,  residing  at  the  Towns  and  Villages  from 
Depiford  to  .Leigh  and  Sheemess,  on  both  sides  of  ^he 
fiiver  Thames,  ^nd  on  the  River  Med  way,  and  from 
-itbence  to  Chatham.  These  afford  ii^iini.te  facilities 
to  persons  who  navigate  Hoys,  and  other  Vessels  in 
the  service  of  Government,  in  ^  the  purchase  of  what- 
ever 4um  be  abstracted  Irom  their'  Cargoes,  Stores  or 
Materials;  and  who  are  also •  ip  the  habit  of  pur- 
•  o  2  >  chasing 
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chasing  froth  the  Mates  and  Crews  of  Trading  Vi 
sels  whatever  they  bring  for  Sale  without  asking 
questions.  They  are  discovered  to  be  a  very  mis- 
chievous class  of  men^  and  require  to  be  narrowly 
watched. 

XII.  Jew  Receivers,  and  others  who-keep  smgle* 
-^  -JnrstiOartSj  and  collect  old  Iron^  Copper  Bolts^  Nails^ 
-and  different  Metals;  also  Junk,  Cordage,  and  Ships* 
Stores,  &c.  attheDock-yardsof  Deptford^  Woolwich, 
Sheerness,  and  Chatham,  by  holding  out  encourage* 
ment  to  those  who  have  opportunities  to  pilfer  and 
steal,  by  the  purchase  of  such  articles  at  an  under  price. 
These  single-horse  Carts  have  greatly  increased  of 
lace  years,  and  the  facilities  they  afford  in  the  im« 
mediate  conveyance  of  King*s  Stores  to  places  of 
concealment,  together  with  the  lures  they  hold  out 
to  Labourers  and  others  to  pilfer  and  steals  have 
long  rendered  them  objects  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  Policfb.  Their  rapid  increase  too  af!brds 
strong  grounds  of  suspicion,  that  the  evils  they 
generate  are  multiplying  every  year. 

In  estimating  the  number  of  these  respective 
Classes  of  Receivers,  it  must  be  evident  that  the 
mind  cannot  be  assisted  by  any  accurate  data.-*-* 
Recourse  muil,  therefore,  be  bad  to  those  lights 
which  experience,  in  executing  the  duties  of  a  Ma- 
gistrate, upon  a  very  extensive  scale,  has  suggested ; 
aided  by  minute  inquiries,  and  by  an  attentive  view 
of  the  different  ramifications  o(  these  various  *nur- 
^ries  of  Criminality. 

'  i  Wit^ 
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With  the  assistance  therefore^  of  such  informa- 
tion^ as  experience  and  investigation  have  furnished, 
the  following  general  view  of  the  probable  numbers 
of  those  noxious  Members  of  Society,  in  their  dif- 
ferent Classes  is  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Reader: — 


« . 


!***** 

*  \ 


1st.  Opulent  Receivers  who  trade  on  a  large  Scale  20 

2d.  Inferior  Receivers  who  deal  with  Lumpers,  &c«  25 

3/3L  Copemen  in  conneaion  with  Revenue  Oflkers  20             \ 

4th.  Dealers  in  Old  Iron,  and  Old  Ships*  Stores,  &c.  55 

5th.  Small  Grocers  and  Chandlers 55 

6th.  Publicans 35^ 

7th.  Twine  and  Rope  Spinners     •      .      ..    .     •     .  20 

Sth.  Fenude  Receivers     •      ........  50 

9th.  Covetous  Receivers 60 

loth.  Careless  Receivers    •••'..•'•..  150 
nth.  Receivers  on  the  Banks  of  the  Thames,  and- 

Medway  below  Deptford .40 

1 2th.  Jew  Receivers  and  others  who  travel  with  Carts  •  20 

•  •  _ 

Total     •«    •     .     •      550 

It  now  becdmes  necessary,  after  the  foregoing  de* 
lineatioD  of  a  very  melancholy  picture  of  the  com^^ 
poQent  parts  of  this  great  machine  of 'Turpitude, 
which  has  so  long  beeti  mpved  with  impunity,  and 
which  has  proved  so  hostile  to  the  righ^of/imio- 
cenee,  and  to  the  best  interests  of  Commerce  and 
Navigation,  to  exhibit  the  whole  in  a  coUeatcd  point 
of  view  by  the  following 
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fi^CAl^ltULAtrOl*. 


Total  Number.  Delinquents.   ^ 

1st.  Kfatcs  of  Ships  aritfV^scls     3i44-4  -^  5od 

^i.  Ihferior  Officeh  aAd  Ctd^s    24.000  —  ^,009 

I            3d.  Revenue  Officers.  &c.    •    •     1,400  — -  ycAt 

1            4th.  Lumpers    ......    1,400  —  1,200 

5th.  Coal-heaver» ^ob  —  660 

6th.  Coopers     ••.••.      400  *—  300 

7th.  Watermen    »    •     .     •      •       900  -^  500 

Rh.  Lightdrmcri     ....    1,500  —  5<a!o 

igth.  Nigte  Wat^hiAen    ,    .    .      1,000  —  ^60 

rfoth.  ScuiBe-Hunfers    .     •     .     .'     '500'  -^  5<*> 

ifth.  Labobitfs  in  WareUbuses        1,000  — *  ^o 


.Ai 


X2th.  River  Pimtes     , 166 

i3th.  NigKt  Pluhder&rs    •    .    i 200 

i4th,  Light-Iidrsetnen •     206 

1 5t7i.  Receivers,  including  (12  Classes)    •     •     .     •  550 

l6(h.  MudlarKs  ind  Rat-^Catchers 200 

Total    .    .    .    10^50 

Ad  ih  MHitery  Tacties  an  experienced  General 
\inU  £61  H  bis  duty  to  jo6n^der  weU  the  fiMrceand 
()MHioVr  of  ^n  o{j{ids)Ag  tt^smj,  mih  respoct  t6  the 
CdhditioH^  ^t)d  BMmgemtnt  ei  bis  own  ^trBngtb>  so 
ih  awaiftrb  t^h  hosti^  6f  Crkniiial  Dblioqpienls,  it 
becomes  equally  necessaiy  to  eStiinate  their  nnfh*- 
Vers,  and  the  hostile  plans  they  have  concerted 

^    against 
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agasiqrt.the  property  of  the  inoaeeftt  part*of 'the 
Comifnttiiity,  before  measures  of  q)po6itioa  arc;  au 
tempbed. 

In  organiiiing  tberefope,  the  System  cf  ti{R  Ma* 
BINE  Police^  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  enemy 
in  all  the  various  detachments  and  subdivisions 
which  formed  the  general  army  of  Delinquents,  have 
been  fully  appreciated,  and  the  establishment  was 
by  degrees  adapted,  as  far  as  limited  funds  and  d^ci- 
ent  laws  would  admit,  to  the  object  of  eradipatifig 
the  xv\^c^\Q,i  \yj  ^VL  ultimate  coiiqucspy  on  the  principles 
of  prevention,  rather  thaa  aeveqty ;  and  wxt^  this 
particular  view,  it  at  length  assumed  the  form  which 
is  now  to  be  explained. 

^  L  A  Judicial  Department^  where  Magistrates  pre- 
side for  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  cognizance  of 
offences  committed  in  Ships,  Vessels  or  Craft,  in' 
the  River  Thames,  or  in  the  vicinity  thereof^  by  the* 
stealing  of  any  part  of  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Btores, 
or  Cargoes  i-^-^f  making  Adjudications  and  Cbnl 
victioos,  in  cases  of  Misdemeanors ;— and  of  com- 
mitting for  trial  for  higher  OfFences. 

To  this  Department  is  attached  a  superintending 
resident  Magistmtei  two  Judicial  Qerks,  a  Chief 
Constable,  and  seven  Petty  Constables.  Any  Police 
Magistrate,  or  any  other  Justice  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  may  assist  the  Magistrates  iq  their  judi« 
cial  Functions. 


n. 
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.  II.:  A  Maeinb  Police,  or  Preventive  Depart^ 
menfy  under  the  particular  direction  of  the  Super* 
intending  and  Resident  Magistrate,  to  which  the 
following  lOfficers  are  attached : — 

ist.  I  Chief  Clerk  and  Cashier,  for  general  purposes. 

2d.  I  HoufeSurveyorandSuperintendant  of  Ship  Constables. 

3d.  4  Boat  Surveyors,  for  visiting  Ships,  &c. 

4th.  5  Perambulating  Surveyors,  for  River  duty. 

5th.  18  Watermen  attached  to  these  Surveyors. 

6tH.  I  Surveyor  of  the  Quays. 

7th.  2  Assistant  Surveyors. 

8th.  30  Quay  Guards  under  their  Superintendance. 


62 


Ship  Con$ta];)les  ^re  only  employed  on  the  appli- 
cation of,  the  Ship  Owners,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  Tackle^  Apparel,  Stores,  and  Cargo, 
from  Plunder  during  the  discharge.  They  are  con- 
sidered as  efficient  Substitutes  for  the  very  inefficient 
Watchmen  formerly  employed,  and  are  .of  course 
paid  by  the  Ship-Owners.  The  Quay  Guard  is  at 
present  defrayed  from  a  Fund  contributed  by  the 
Wert-India  Planters  and  Merchants.  Their  em- 
ploymcnt  ccas^  when  the  Cargoes,  under  the  pro-» 
tection  of  the  Police,  are-  warehpused. 


«.  .  i   .    .c    • 


III, 
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_  • 

III*  ji  Deparimenf  for^  employing  Lumpers  f^ 
the  purpose  of^eharging  Ships ^  as  a  further  means  ef, 
preventing  Plunder.^-^Also  under  the  particular  CCMI* 
trol  of  the  superintending  and  resident  Magistrate^ 
to  which  the  following  OiEcera  are  attached : . 

ist.      I  Superintendant  of  Lumpers. 
2d.       I  Collecting  Clerk. 
3d.       I  Assistant  Clerk  in  the  Office  for  Lumpeis. 
4th»    80  Master  Lumpers,  sworn  and  instructed. 
5th.  820  Working    Lumpers,   controled     by   the 
Police,  and  more  or  less  employed  as 
-— *-    occasion  requires :  (avexagp  niunber.) 
Total  about  900 

The  plan  upon  which  the  Lumping  System  is 
conducted,  is  detailed  in  the  Minutes  of  the  West- 
India  Committee  in.  the  Appendix  V.  and  the 
Rules  explanatory  of  the  expence^  in  Appendix  IV. 

IV.  ji  General  Department  for  the  Accounts  and 
•ther  purposes'-^Vndct  the  direction  of  the  Magis* 

4rates. 

1st.  A  Cashier*  collecting  Clerk  and  other  Cltffcit  already 

mentioned. 
2d.  A  Solicitor  under  4he  diiection  of  the  Commercial  body^ 

so  far  as  relates  to  the  prosecution  ef  Offenders. 
3d.  A  House-keeper  and  Offioe«kecper. 
4th.  A  Hou^wmtchman. 

The  total  number  of  persoqa  composing  the  whole 
Establishment^  who  are  remunerated  for  their  ser«- 

vices 


vices  from  Funds  issued  by  Government^  and 
liba^  Ccmti^utk>n$  hy  th6  ^WV»C-lf)^ia  ^lanteii  and 
)lfercJHmts^  may  be  arranged  zceotSiog  k>  the  fot^ 
hming 

REGAMTULATIQN.  . 

Ist.  The  JtuKcial    Dcpffrtmcnt- 

Superintending  M^g'^^trate — No  Renumeration. 

Resident  Magistrate     •    ,i  Salaries. 

^    Judicial  Qcrks      .      .     ji 

Constables    •    •     •     •     8 

'      —  11     .'    ^.980  o  o 

•  2d#  The  Manne  PoFit*  Dcparmient, 

Chief  Cktk  and  Cashrct  i 

StifveyioTS  on  flic  Rhrcr  g  " 

House  Surveyor    •     •     i 

Watcrmea    ,   /.     •    ;8 

'  '  —  «$     •   '"1700  o  o 

Quay  Surveyors     .     -    3 
Q^iay  'Guards     •     .    3d 

^:  3»     -  .    9S0  o  0 
3d.  The  Department  for  Lumpers. 

SuperintttidaatofLumpeiS  X 

Collecting  Clerk    •    •    •    x 

Assistant  Clerk    »    •    •     i 

—  3    •     aT©  o  • 

4dw  The  GetienI  Department. 

Solicitor  for  Proiecutions     i 

QIBcfi-keepcf    ^^.0^1 

House^kcqier     ^    »     •    i 

House  Watchman    »    •    x 

«—  4        •     200  P  O 


Total  pcnOBft    •   to  j£.4iXoo  o  o 

Brought 


A 
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Brought  over    •    4,100  o  Q 
House,  Taxes,  Law  Gharaps^  Stari^naiy,-^osifc,  ^ 

Candles,  Boat  expcnces,  premiums  for  Ser-  y     .  goo.o  o 
vices,  and  c6ntingent  Charges,  &c.  &c.     •      } 

.  Total  expencc  on  the  present  Scale    .  /*•  5,000  o  0 


The  number  of  persons  who  are  redfiunerated  forf 
their  labqur.an^l  services  bj  Sbip-Qwners^  have  been 
alrtady  stated^  to  include  the  Ship-Constables  and 
the  Lumpers,  i^it. 

ist«.  '^2^  Ship  Constables  paid  as  Watdnnen  caty^  ' 

when  employed.  ; 

^  2d.    9M  Loxapcrs  who  receive  thi  uiRial  Wi^b, 

en  called  to  perfo^  the  labour  of 

the  dischai^ge. 

Total    •     1120 

As  this,  "however,  is  no  new  expence,  it  is  unne« 
ce&mtyi  and  even  ^impossible  to  slate  the  anniiat 
amdutU,  as  ijb  varies  according  to  the  Calk  which  are 
made  upon  the  Institutbn  for  this  additional  meana 
of  security  s  to  promote  which,  it  certainly  operated 
"wry  powtfrfiilly ;  and  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  avail  themselves  of  thb  sin* 
gufaUr  bdvtintage,  in  favour  of  the  Freighters  and  Pro* 
prietdr^  of  Cargoes,  are  so  backward  in  their  applica*. 
ti^nsi  sinoe  no  eaipence  is  thereby  incurred  which  they 
did  not,  or  ought  not,  to  have  disbursed  (or  Watch* 
ilien.  ai^  Li^n^erp  pp-evious  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  {g) 

\t)  S«c  AppeiidiX  III.  IV:  V; 
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recapitu£ation 

Of  thi  whole  Gvil  Force  of  the  Marine  Police,  permanent  and 
.  $ciasionaI  as  now  systematized. 

.1st.  Judicial  Department    .     .     .it 

Permanent      V  ^j.   Marine  Police  Department     .    62 

EstaWishnient.  <  3d.  Department  for  Luitipen      .      3 

'  *'4th.  General  Department    ...    4 

■  '  < 

—    80 
rShip  Constables,  sworn  and  in- 
Occasional  ^j^^ JJ20 

Establishment,  r^jjjj^  Luinpcrs,  sworn  and  in- 
fer Protection^         itructed 80 

'*^^!**"*   I  Working  Lumpers  under  th«  ' 

^      .  coatrol  of  the  Police    .      .    820 


—  112<> 


Total   .    .  .i2oq 

**  Such  is  thcJCivil  force  {permanent  and  occasional) 
which  has  beeti  opposed  to  the  phalanx  of  Del  in* 
qucnt^j  ivho»  have  assumed  so  formidable  an  aspect^ 
a^  appears  from  the  detail  of  tht  whole  of  their  pro- 
ceedings which  has  been  brougW  uhder  the  review 
of  the  Reader  in  this  Chapter. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  this  plan,  the  River 
Thames  was  without  a  single  Police  Guard-boat^ 
and  no  ahtidote  existed  against  the  dangers  to  be  ap- 
prehenc^ed  from  River  PirateSj  Night  Plunderers,  or 
genemi  conflagration  arising  from  the  diabolical* 
designs  of  incendiaries. 
The  various  claeses^  of  ,ofS:ndcrs  had  reigned  long 

undisturbed 
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undisturbed ;  their  plans  of  Depredation  had  been 
completely  systematized^.as  has  been  already  shown  t 
and  they  had  become  exceedingly  bold  and  auda* 
cioQS. 

In  attempting  therefore^  to  resist  such  &  numer* 
CHis  and  pawerful  confederacy,  it  became  indispeor 
sably  necessary  to  understand  their  various  modes  of 
psoceeding,  and  to  adapt  the  system  of  prevention  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case. 

The  object  in  view  was  to  eradicate  the  mischief 
so  far  as  related  to  West-India  Property^  more  by 
measures  of  prudence,  and  precautions  of  a  prevent 
tive  nature  than  by  force,  violence  and  severity. — 
The  task  was  arduous — ^But  as  resolution  and  aUt»- 
/io/f  were  to  be  opposed  to  long  habits  of  turpitude, 
the  difficulties  were  to  be  overcome  by  establishing 
an .  accurate  system,  and  by  following  it  up  with 
vigour  and  perseverance. 

The  first  step  therefore,  was  to  discipline  and  in- 
struct the  subordinate  Officers  in  all  their  respective 
departments,  >and  to  impress  upon  their  minds  the 
nature  and  importance  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 

With  this  immediate  view,  instructions  were  drawn 
up  for  the  House  Com  tables — Ship  Surveyors  and 
Veramhulatory  Surveyors  and  their  Watermen^  on 
the  River, — for  the  Superbitendant  of  Lumpers,  the 
Master  Lumpers,  and  Ship  Constables  :  and-^  likewise 
for  the  Surveyors  upon  the  Quays,  and  the  Guards 
wuJer  their  direction ;  together  with  a  solemn  oath  of 
Office,  applicable  to  the  situation  and  functions  of 
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icadixdass  of  Officers,  f^i^  In  a  cfiarge  Wfaicfa  wm 
aitM  gi^n  -By  <tbe  stiperinteiidisg  Magjelrate^  the 
feodliar  diity  of  ^ch  class  was  explained,  ^th  the 
strongest  injunctions  to  conduct  themselves  wkfa 
-purity,  attention^  prudence  and  discretkm^-T-warn- 
*iag  them  of  the  vigilance  with  which  ^eir  conduct 
'^eukl  be  watched,  and  the  infamy  and  disgraoe 
4Krhich  would  unquestionably  follow  any  dispartuie 
from  the  line  of  Teciitude'tbey  had  soldDnly  awom 
•to  .pursue,  in  case  of  .detection,  which  from  the 
i^slem  of  Checks -which  was  established,  Jiras  render- 
-€d  unavoidaUe. 

The  daliyeiy  of  the  first,  and  all  subsequent  Ships 
-which  have  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Xnstitu* 
ttion,  commenced  by  pasting  or  nailing  upon  the 
^ain-^mast,  a  printed  paper  in  large  characters,  en- 
•titled. e  Caution  against  Pdlageand  Plunder ^{j)  which 
the  Police  G)nstables  were  instructed  to  read  aloud 
as  soon  as  the  Lumpers  and  Coopers  were  assembled, 
and  before  thoy  began  working,  {h) 

At  first,  the  necessity  of  adopting  these  and  other 
preventive  measures,  and  the  labour  of  examining, 

(iS)'See  Appei^ix  No,  VI.  for  the  Instmctions  to  these  respectire 
Officen,  and  ih%  Oa^ths  of  Of&ce  administered  to  each. 

(])  Sec  Appendix  No.  VIL 

(i)  Some  months  since,  a  gioig  of  Lumpers,  after  coming  On 
jhfiardto  discharge  a  West-India  Ship,  quitted  their  cn^loymenC 
instan^  on  the  appearance  of  the  Police  OfEcers,  and  on  their 
reading  the  Caution.  The  reason  was  aften«-ards  discovered; 
ihey  went  onboard  for  Plunder,  under  an  impression  that  the  Ship 
was  not  under  the  Police;  finding, diemselres  disappointed,  they 
«|idned  to  an  unguarded  Ship. 

instructs 


lastnicting,  ai^*  bringing  iato  a  state  of  xlisclpHno 
such  a  number  of  OfEcers,  was  juccssive.  For  al-^ 
though  the  appoiatoaents  were  chiefly  made  qq  Jlkt 
repommenclatiooft  of  the  West^india  Merchaais  imdl 
Ship-Owners,  yet  it  was  not  t,o  be  c^ipected  wherq 
the  applicauons  were  so  numerous,  that  all  who  were^ 
employed  could  be  correct  characters.  This  Jur^port- 
ant  deficiency  was  therefore  to  be  made  up  by  dis^ 
ciplioe,  instruction^  and  supenn tendance.  Jl  wn 
necessary,  not  only  to  teach  every  man  his  duty^ 
but  to  estaUiah  those  checks  which  would  secure  the 
performance  df  it.  It  was  a  new  experiment  to* 
ovemwe  delinquents^  by  convincing  them  that  in  the 
system  which  wasestablished,  there  existed  a  suffi- 
cietit  portion  both  of  vigilance  to  detect,  and  of 
Mrmgth  and  resolution  to  sdze  every  person  detecto^ 
iii^  or  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  to 
confey  them  instantly  before  the  Magistrate,  whose 
{)0wer9aiie  weU-dcnown  to  eveiy  culprit. 

From  the  constant  perambulation  of  the  Fclioe 
BoaibB,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  with  power  to  seize 
•ad  apprehend  delinqaentsconveying  stolen  Pniperty; 
limy  ^po^ly  began  to  see  their  danger.  The  strength 
flffosod  to  >  them  was  systematic  and  regular.  Firm* 
meas  and  {fciaenrerancae  were  the  leading  cbaracteriSj^ 
ftibs  df  the  design.  No  relaxation  of  discipline  could 
Jb  4dispen8ed  with.  The  duty  assigned  each  indivir 
4iiidl,mast  be  carefully  and  punctually  performed 
Jdeaos  existed  of  imnodiatety  .dii^veri^g  every, 
«ct.^f  snatfcMiioa'Or.n^lejet.  'The  ^t  was  aptlard 
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by  a  severe  reprimand  and  admonition.  The  latter' 
by  an  instantaneous  dismission.  It  was  laid  down  as 
a  fixed  principle,  that  immediate  access  to  the  Ma- 
gistrates might  be  had  wherever  an  occasion  required, 
by  the  lowest  Officer  on  the  establishment.  When  a 
complaint  was  to  be  heard^  a  grievance  redressed,  or 
information  to  be  given,  theparty,  without  the  media-' 
lion  of  any  one,  had  full  liberty  of  applying  to  ihe  Ma- 
gistrates who  heard  the  whole  circumstance,  and  such^ 
orders  were  made  as  the  nature  of  the  case  required^ 
Hence  has  this  new  Establishment  aflx)rded  an 
undeniable  instance,  to  exemplify  the'  wonderful 
effect  of  Police  Institution  properly  systematized. 
'  The  powers'  which  the  Officers  were  known  to 
possess ;  the  control  under  which  they  acted,  and 
their  immediate  connection  with  Magistrates,  who 
devoted  their  whole  attention  to  the  object, — all 
these  operated  as  a  host  against  Criminal  ConfedeFa-< 
cies.  While  common  Watchmen^  from  their  want 
of  discipline  and  authority,  excited  tid  dread,  and 
operated  in  no  respect  to  prevent  the  evil,  ihest 
Ship-Officers,  acting  under  the  instruction  of  the 
police  Magistrates,  produced  an  effect  beyond  what 
was  possible  to  have  been  conceived, — ^not  only  in  the 
protection  of  the  Commercial  Property,  but  also  in 
the  preservation  of  his  Majesty's  Revenue :  while  the 
combined  strength  of  the  Establishment  contributed^ 
in  an  eminent  degree,  to  the  general  security  of  Ship- 
pingf  and  Commercial  Property,  against  iht  iniqui- 
tous design  of  Incendiaries,  and  the  dangers  of  Con^ 

fbgrations. 
^  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 

The  immediate  effects  of  the  River  Police  Institution, 
in  the  protection  afforded  to  ffest-India  Property-'^ 
Exemplified  hy  a  comparison  of  the  Old  and  New 
System,  in  delivering  the  Cargoes  of  Ships  and  Ves-- 
sels  with  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  Colonial  jirtides. 
^—The  unaccountable  conduct  0f  a  certain  portion  of 
the  Ship  Owners  noticed : — Animadversions  thereon. 
— TThe  injuries  which  Property  sustained,  hy  the  dis^ 
position  shewn  to  deny  every  countenance  to  the  New 
Police  System  : — The  succest  of  the  design  evinced, 
iy  its  sunnounting  all  diff cutties : — Its  utikty  prov- 
ed hy  the  honourable  testimony  of  bl  reputable  Ship" 
Masters  in  the  West^India  Trade :  By  the  public 
approbation  of  the  Wharfingers :  By  the  Resolution 
of  the  West-India  Comniittee ;  and  the  public  testi- 
mony of  the  Body  of  Planters :  —  j^  Statement  of 
additional  proofs  of  the  benefits  which  have  resulted 
from  the  Institution,  by  the  general  effect  it  has  pro- 
duced in  over-awing  and  restraining  the  commission 
of  acts  of  Delinquency,  by  those  Classes  of  Aquatic 
Labourers  who  were  formerly  the  chief  Agents  in 
.facilitating  the  conveyance  of  Plunder ;  and  by  the 
Criminal  Purchasers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  River  >— 
The  utility  of  the  Itistitution  also  proved,  by  the 
diminution  of  the  Custom-house  Sales  :^^By  the 
Punishment  of  about  200  Offenders,    and  by  the 

P  \gtneral 


210  TREATISE   ON 


general  vigilance  of  the  System^  hy  which  in  the 
course  of  the  first  Season,  the  Saving  to  the  Indi^ 
viduals  and  the  Revenue  is  estimated  at  1 50,000/. 


JTJLS  in  Military  Warfare  an  enemy  is  intimidated 
by  the  power,  strength,  and  superior  position  of  the 
opposing  armv  so  in  the  arrangements  which  arc 
formed  for  the  conquest  of  Delinquency,  are  im- 
pressions excited  in  proportion  to  the  apparent 
energy  of  the  design,  and  the  features  of  vigilance, 
which  it  exhibits  wherever  danger  is  to  be  appre- 
hended. 

The  various  and  extended  ramifications  of  a  Sys- 
tem, calculated  in  its  nature  to  attack  at  once  the 
whole  mass  of  Turpitude  which  existed,  and  to  meet 
and  oppose  the  hydra  in  all  the  different  forms  which 
it  assumed,  were  contemplated  by  the  enemy  with 
a  mixture  of  dread  and  malignity,  which  afterwards 
manifested  itself  by  ebullitions  of  rage  and  disap- 
pointment. 

Conscious  however,  of  the  insults  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  injured  Laws  of  the  Country,  by  a 
course  of  delinquency  unparalleled  in  its  extent  and 
magnitude,  the  conquest  became  less  difficult  than 
in  cases  of  Military  Warfare. 

The  various  classes  of  Offenders  perceiving  that 
every  vulnerable  point  was  guaidcd,  felt  for  once 

the 
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rfie  powrcr  of  the  Law,  when  exercised  under  the  in- 
fluence of  a  well-regulated  Police,  and  appeared 
resigned  to  the  alternative  of  abandoning  their  evil 
pursuits.  The  result  was,  that  the  River  Thames, 
from  being  crowded  with  Boats  of  all  descriptions, 
during  the  discharge  of  the  West-India  Fleets,  be- 
came unusually  still  and  quiet. 

The  great  engine  of  the  Preventive  System  was 
put  immediately  in  a  state  of  activity  by  the  de- 
livery of  West-India  Ships,  (whenever  applications 
were  made,)  through  the  medium  of  sworn  Foremen 
properly  instructed,  and  Registered  Lumpers,  with 
the  addition  of  Ship  Constables  for  the  protection 
of  the  Cargo,  both  in  the  Ships  and  in  the  Lighters. 
The  effect  of  this  cannot  be  better  explained  than 
by  exhibiting  the  following  comparative  View,  be- 
tween the  System  that  prevailed  under  the  old 
regimen,  and  that  which  was  adopted  by  the  River 
Police. 


The  Practice  explained  under 
the  Old  System. 

I.    Lumpers. 

Notwithstanding  many  ex. 
•ellent  regulations  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Wcst.India 
Merchants,  and  various  expedi- 
ents which  have  been  tried  with- 
in the  last  forty  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  Sys- 
tem of  working  out  West- India 

Cargoes, 


The  Practice  explained  under 
theMarine  Police  System. 

I.      LVMPERS. 

Although  it  was  no  part  of 
the  original  Plan  of  the  Marine 
Police  Establishment  to  under. 
take  to  find  labourers  to  unload 
the  cargoes  of  West- India  Ships, 
yet  with  A  view  to  a  radical 
cure  of  a  very  enormous  evil, 
it  was  afterwards  determined  to 
f  2  attach 
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Cargoes,  «>  at*  to  prevent  the     attach  to  the  Insdtotion  a  dt^ 


^nonnous  piUpge  and  plunder 
which  took  placci  these  cargoes, 
with  some  few  exceptions,  have 
toitinued'to  be  discharged  under 
contracti  'by  a  chss  of  men  caHed 
Master  Lumpers,  consisting  of 
pubUcans  and  persons  of  very 
doubtful  characters,  who,  with 
the  exception  of  five  or  six,  are 
known  to  have  betrayed  their 
trust  in  the  most  shameful  man- 
ner, and  to  have  conifived  at  the 
most  excessive  plunder,  leaving 
their  gangs,  who  were  generaUy 
composed  of  the  most  desperate 
ind  suspicious  characters,  in  many 
instances,  to  reimburse  thenu 
lelves  from  the  plunder  they  obu 
fained,  while  their  employers, 
she  Master  Lumpers,  pocketed, 
in  many  instances,  the  chief  part 
of  the  Lumping  dues  received 
from  the  Ship.  Owners,  and 
lienee  it  became  their  interest  to 
connive  at  the  most  shameful 
breakage  of  casks,  and  a  great 
and  mineceisafy  «xpence  in 
cooperagCy  which  was  created 
too  often  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording  greater  opportunities  to 
ihc  Lumpers,  Coopers,  Revenue 
Officers,  and  Watermen;  and  also 
in  niany  instances  to  the*  Mates 
and  Ships*  Crews,  to  plunder  the 

'  Cargo 


partment  for  registering  Lum. 
pers,  not  only  with  a  view  to 
obtain,  by  degrees,  a  class  of 
men  that  were  more  select,  and 
to  be  able  to  exclude  suspicious 
chaacten,  but  also  that  in  work* 
ing  out  the  ships,  these  Labour- 
ers might  be  more  immediately 
under  the  control  of  the  Police 
Establishment.  Accordingly, 
about  eighty  individuals,  capa- 
b(e  of  acting  as  Foremen,  and 
about  eight  hundred  of  that  class 
of  men  who  are  accustomed  to 
unload  West-India  Cargoes, 
were  put  upon  the  Registers  6f 
the  Offce,  and  gai^  were  as. 
«igned  to  as  many  of  the  Ships 
as  were  applied  for. 

The  Master  or  Foreman  of 
each  of  these  gangs  was  solemn. 
ly  sworn  to  perform  the  peculiar 
doty  assigned  him,  according  to 
his  instruction,  and  particularly 
to  permit  none  of  the  Casks  or 
Packages  to  be  wilfully  broken 
^-*to  prevent  Pillage  and  Plun- 
der, and  to  promote  dispatdi  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power. 

Six  old  Ship  Masters,  who 
were  appointed  River  or  Boat 
Surveyors  under  the  Marine  Po. 
lice  Establishment,  had  each  a 
division  of  ships  assigned. them, 

which 
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CStrgo  to  a  v«iy  gfeat  extent, 
in  proof  of  which  tlie  most  in- 
oontettable  evidence  luebecn  ad- 
duced, confinned  hy  a  flfwltitade 
of  witnesses  wko  have  been  exa*' 
mined  at  ^iflferett  times    upon 
oath,  and  who  developed  a  scene 
of  systematic  robbery  and  depre- 
dation to  an  extent  aloios  t  bey  ood 
credibility ;  each  Lamper  carry- 
ing on  shore  two  or  three  times 
a  day,  large  quantities  of  Sugar, 
Coffee,  Pimento,  Ginger,    and 
every  other  portable  article,  and 
this,  independent  of  excessive 
plunder  which  took  place  in  fe- 
veral  ships  during  the  night,  in 
consequence  of  contracts  made 
by  the  Mates  and  Revenue  Of- 
ficers, with  certain  Receivers, 
who  sent  a  dass  of  men,  called 
Light-horsemen,  who  were  per- 
mitted,   for  a  certain   sum  of 
money,  to  plunder  the  hold,  and 
ivho  have  been  knomi,  by  means 
of  black  bags,  called  hlaei  straf, 
and  fnade  for  the  purpose,  (hold, 
ing  each  about  loolb.  of  Sugar| 
to  have  carried  off  to  the  extent 
6£  two  or  three  tons  of-  9uga^ 
^ch  night,  for  a  length  6f  time, 
during  the  discharge,    beside^ 
large  quantities  of  Rum  In  blad- 
ders, as  well  as  Cofiee  and  other 

'  »  •  i 

articles.    While,  on  such  occa- 

sionsi 


which  thoy  visited  Mguh'ty 
while  under  dischargf ,  twte^  i» 
the  day,  and  once  dliHng  the 
night.  They  inspected  the 
work  going  Ibfward  m  the  hotd 
and  upon  deck,  and  gave  ^uch 
orders  and  directions  for  the  par* 
pose  of  promoting  occonomy  and 
dispatch,  ^adqfpcev^iingplun. 
der,  as  their  professional  and 
nautical  knowledge  suggested, 
and  they  reported  their  proceed- 
ings every  day  to  the  Magis- 
tra  tes,at  theMarine  Police  Qlce. 

The  ell^ct  of  this  system  has 
been  wonderful,  and  the  saving 
to  the  PTantlerj,  Merchants, 
Shlp-Owners,  and  the  Revenue^ 
must  have  been  Immense. 

No  pluiider  whatsoever  could 
possibly  be  obtained  under  the 
system  of  vigilance  which  took 
place.  The  men  wer6  not  per* 
mitted  to  go  on  shore  during  the 
da)r,  by  which  a  greit  inroad 
to  pillage  was  pfevented.  The 
Watermen's  Boats  which  wer^ 
accustoitied  to  hang  upon  th6 
bows  and  qu2(rters  of  West.India 
Ships  under  discharge  on  all  form- 
er occasions,  for  the  purpose  o^ 
conveying  plunder  under  the  Old 
System,  and  the  grapplers  and 
draggers  fof  old  ropes,  called 
Mudlarks^  who  usually  attended 

in 
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Old  System,  {Lumpers.)         New  System* 

sions,  the  common  Lundpers  and     in  the  night  to  assist  in  convc/-^ 


Cooperiy  who  worked  out  tht 
ship  in  the  day,  were  permitted 
to  increase  their  pillage  aJ  lihl^ 
tttm,  as  a  bribe^  to  prevent  them 
from  making  a  discovery  of  tlie 
nightly  plunder. 


ing  plunder,  were  no  longer  to 
be  seen, — In  short,  an  efieccual 
check  has  been  given  by  the 
Police,  wherever  it  attached,  to 
the  shocking  depredations  which 
heretofore  prevailed. 


IL  Coopers. 

In  all  instances  where  West- 
India  ships  were  discharging  in 
the  River  Thames,  journeymen 
Coopers  have  shewed  a  consi- 
derable predilection  to  be  em- 
ployed* And  as  double,  and 
sometimes  triple,  the  number 
went  on  board  that  was  ac 
tually  necessary,  in  most  instances 
where  there  was  not  a  vigilant 
Captain,  or  an  attentive  Mate, 
the  expence  was  greatly  increas- 
ed ;  since  the  chief  object  of  this 
class  being  plunder  alone,  they 
created  work  for  themselves, 
for  the  purpose,  not  only  of  af- 
fording  abundant  resources  for 
Pillage,  by  the  spillings  of  the 
casks,  but  also  to  keep  as  many 
of  them  as  possible  on  board, 
that  all  might  share  in  the  booty. 
The  men  generally  had  a  boat 
to  themselves,  which  constantly 
liung  upon  the  ship,  and  as  they 
were  seldom  searched,  their  de- 
predations^ 


IL  Coopers. 

Under  the  Police  System,  the 
journeymen  Coopers,  finding 
themselves  unable  to  carrv  on  the 
system  of  Pillage,  which  here- 
tofore prevailed,  not  only  de« 
manded  higher  wages  of  their 
Masters,  but  it  has  been  disco- 
vered that  where  three  or  /our 
Coopers  were  formerly  necessary, 
one  is  now,  in  most  instances, 
sufficient,  and  frequently  even 
this  one  Cooper  has  not  had  em- 
ployment for  half  of  the  day. 
Because,  wherever  the  Police 
System  attaches,  the  ca^s  are 
not  permitted  to  be  wilfully 
broken,  as  formerly,  and  there 
is  now  no  inducement  to  multi- 
ply unnecessary  hands,  as  there 
is  no  plunder  to  be  obtained : 
hence  a  great  saving  in  the' 
wages  of  Coopers,  as  well  as  in 
nails,  hoops,  and  staves,  inde- 
pendent of  the  gain  that  arises 
from  the  effectual  check  to  the 

enormous 
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Old  System.  {Coofers.)         New  System. 

predations,  in  many  instances,  cnormoue  pjondcr  wUch  took 
mufrt  have  gone  to  a  great  ex-  place  through  the  medium  of  this 
^gjif  ^  class  of  men. 


III.   WATCftMEM. 

Since  the  vast  extent  of  the 
Pillage  and  Plunder  in.  Wcst-In- 
dia  ships  has  been  admitted  to 
exist,  and  that  many  of  the  Mates 
and  Revenue-Officers,*   instead 
of  being  checks  on  this  Plunder, 
4iave,  in  abundance  of  instances, 
been  proved  to  promote  it.     It 
has    been  customary  for  Ship- 
owners to  employ  Watchmen 
(composed,  no  doubt,  of  the  best 
men  they  could  select)  to  guard 
the  cargoes  against  the  enormous 
depredations  to  which  they  .were 
subject ;  and  as  they  were  under- 
stood to  be  upon  duty  alternate- 
ly day  and  night,  they  were  ge. 
nerally  allowed  45.  and  58.  per 
day:   but  it  appears,  although 
these  men  were  employed,  and 
although  they  were  supposed  to 
watch  day  and  night,  the  plun- 
der went  on  as  before. 

♦  This  is  by  no  means  meant  to 

convey  a  reflection  upon  all  Mates 

and  Revenue  Officers,  some  of  whom 

,  have  certainly  conducted  themselves 

with  great  integrity  and  propriety, 

and  have  proved  themselves  worthy, 

in  all  respects,  of  the  trust  reposed  in 

them. 

If 


III.  Watchmen. 
The  Ship  Constables,  under 
the  Police  System,  are  composed 
of  men  who  have  not  only  had 
the.  best  recommendations,  but 
who  were  preferred,  upon  a  full 
investigation  as  to  character, 
ability,  and  fitness  to  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

Each  of  these  Police  Watch, 
men  are  solemnly  sworn  to  cxe. 
cute  a  certain  duty,  and  to  fol- 
low sjiecific  and  clear  instruc- 
tions  which  are    given   them. 
They  are  moreover  armed  with 
the  authority  of  the  law ;  and 
duly  qualified  to  seize  and  ap- 
prehend all  delinquents,  which 
is  already  proved  to  have  had  a 
wonderful    effect  in  preventing 
depredations.    They  are  regu- 
larly  surveyed  by  superior  of- 
ficers, both  by  day  and  night, 
who  inspect  into  their  conduct, 
and  report  daily  to  the  Magis- 
trates how  far  they  have  con. 
ducted  themselves  properly,  and 
in  conformity  to  their  instruc- 
tions.   And  as  they  derive  their 
authority  from  the  Magistrates, 
and  arc  accountable  to   them 

only 
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ha^jpfencd  to     only  fiff  thdf  oondoct ;  afk!  a« 


be  an  honest  man,  who  would 
not  connive  at  any  dcjWedatfeh, 
being  under  the  control  of  the 
Mate,  he  was  serit  to  the  Q^ys 
in  the  Lighters,  that  nothing 
might  be  commnnieated  that  watf 
gbing  forward.  Bat  even  while 
cvi  boaidi  these  watchmen  bein^ 
armed  #ith  no  authority ;  having 
no  person  to  control  them,  or  to 
inquire  whether  they  were  faith- 
ful or  cdrrdpt ;  and  being  equal- 
ly  well  paid,  withbut  any  risque 
of  dismission,  whether  they 
acted"  properly  or  impit^ly  ; 
rhey  naturally  yielded  to  the 
force  of  bad  examj^e  :  (and  more 
especially  if  such  an  example 
icras  exhibteci  by  their  superior 
Officers  on  board :)  and  htnce  it 
hi  that  they  have  connived  at 
abuses,  and  that  the  evil  had  not 
diminished. 

Nor  is  it  likely  that  these 
abuses  would  cease,  even  if 
Watchmen,  giving  security  for 
fidelity,  Were  to  be  employed, 
isince  under  the  system  which 
has  heretofore  prevailed,  there 
are  lio  means  of  detecting  men 
thus  employed,  without  any  per- 
son to  control  them  but  those 
who  are  most  likely  to  commit 
depredationt  themselves,  namely, 

the 


they  kn(W^  they  will  be  narrowly 
watched  and  minutely  examined 
how  far  they  have  performed  the 
duty  assigned  them,  tfiey  stand 
in  a  predicament  different  frdm 
all  other  Watchmen.  They  muse, 
be  correct,  'vigi/ami,  UiA/ai/h/m/^ 
in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  they 
have  sworn  to  fulfil,  or  they  not 
only  lose,  their  bread,  but  are 
rendered  infiimous,  and  ate 
punished  in  case  of  any  criminal 
connivance.  No  check  that  can 
be  devised,  although  strength, 
encd  by  peconiary  penalties,  or 
even  -  by  bond  and  surety,  can 
equal  that  which  attaches  to  a 
Marine  Police  Constable;  which 
has  in  the  result,  been  clearly 
evinced  not  only  by  the  atten* 
tion  which  has  been  manifested 
in  completely  protecting  the 
Cargoes  of  the  ShipB  under  their 
charge  from  plunder;  but  it  ap- 
pears  from  the  facts  which  have 
been  stated  upon  the  voluntary 
oaths  of  old  Watchmen,  noili^ 
(on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Merchants)  acting  as  Marine 
Police  Officers,  since  the  dis- 
charge  of  the  ships  in  which  they 
were  stationed,  that  under  the 
the  Old  System,  it  was  impossi* 
ble  for  them  to  prevent  Plunder, 
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tha  sSip's  fffetioT  Oflfcew,  wKo 
rfmsit  not  be  oflbnded,  Ibt  tlie 
Mate  should  witlihdd  a  cchu 
ficate  of  good  beb»vfOttr,  and 
thei^by  occasion  a  diiSctihy  in 
receiving  payment  for  attend- 
anc^;  and  therefore  it  is  evi. 
denty  that  only  those  Watch. 
men  who  act  independently  of 
infeHor  Officers,  can  secure 
the  Cargoes  of  West-India 
ships  Urom  plunder.  This  is 
prored  in  a  multitude  of  in* 
siaincesby  the  affidavits  of  old 
Watchmen,  who  have  heretofore 
been  emi^oyed,  and  who  have  as- 
signed the  most  unanswerable  rea. 
sons  why  they  were  unable  to 
^fotect  the  property  under  their 
ehifge,  or  to  prevent  the  excess 
lire  launder  which  it)  many  in- 
ttancei  tooic  place* 
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or  to  goaind  the  Property  in  man/ 
instances  from  the  excenive  de- 
predations which  were  caoirit- 
ted  upon  it,  for  want  of  that 
authority  which  they  now  pot. 
sess ;  and  the  assistance  received 
from  the  precautions  taken  by  th^ 
Marine    Police,   in  causing     s 
printed    paper,    entitled,    **  A 
Caution  against    Fluudety*    to 
be  nailed  to  the  mast,  warning  all 
persons  of  their  danger  in  case  of 
detection.  That  being  now  armed 
with  the  authority  of  the  law, 
and  assisted  by  the  countenance 
and  protection  of  the  Magis- 
trates and  Surveyors  ;  and  feel- 
ing morever,  that  they  act  unde^ 
the  influence  of  a  solemn  oath 
to  execute  their  duty  with  fide- 
lity, they  have  found  no  difficul- 
ty in  preventing  depredations  oil 
the  cargo. 


IV,   WAtCf*M«W    IK    LiGHtfiRS 
AKD  Oft  TBfi  QCAYS. 

Under  the  CAd  System,  it  wai 
usual  to  send  a  Watchman  to  the 
Qtlray,  with  the  first  Lighter, 
to  which  he  was  constantly  at- 
tached, for  such  length  of  time 
as  the  Craft  remained  under  her 
cargo,  (to  some  instances,  per- 
haps, three  or  four  weeks)  to  do 
tubal  luas  imfossMefor  any  man 

to 
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MEN   IN    THE  LlGHTRRS,    AHB 

ON  THt  Quays* 

Under  the  New  Police  system 
a  very  drffcrcnt  arrangement 
takes  place.  Each  Lighter  ia 
loaded  under  the  immediate  eye 
of  the  Police  Officers,  and  the 
number  of  Casks  and  Packages 
is  inserted  in  a  printed  Way- 
Bill,  which  is  carried  by  the 

Officer 
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gular^  thst  tbe  Ownem  9f,  at  least,  ene-tVird  of  the 
ShipSy  composing  the  Fleets  which  have  arrived 
since  tbe  Institotten  was  established,  have  not  chosen 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  which  it  held 
out.  Hence  it  has  followed,  that  a  certain  propor-r 
tion  of  the  Freighters  and  Consignees  have,  in  such 
instances,  been  derived  of  that  immediate  proteo* 
lion  which  they  had  struggled,  by  their  Committee, 
for  so  long  a  period  to  obtain  ;  and  their  Pro- 
perty, for  want  of  Police  Constables,  was  not 
only  exposed  to  pillage  in  the  Ship,  but  unavoid* 
aUy  deprived  of  the  chain  of  transit  protection 
m  the  Lighters,  and  upon  the  Quays,  which  has 
been  provided  for  the  security  of  such  cargoes  a$ 
are  placed  under  tbe  cognizance  of  the  Institution. 

Tbe  System  itself  (as  far  as  human  Institutions 
can  be  complete)  is  competent  in  every  respect  to 
the  security  of  Commercial  property,  wherever  it 
sittaches,  as  will  be  shewn  in  the  Sequel  by  irrefra- 
gable proofs. 

It  is  tbe  indisputable  interest  of  Ship-Ownirs  to 
avail  themselves  of  its  advantages  upon  two  grounds  i 
J!rsf,  as  a  complete  protection  to  the  Tackle,  j4j>parel. 
Stores  and  Materials  of  their  Ships :  and  secondly,  as 
a  security  against  a  diminution  of  the  Freight  by  the 
Plunder  of  the  cargo,  since  the  quantum  is  ulti- 
mately ascertained  by  the  weight  at  tbe  King's 
beam.  (/;     But  such  is  the  mistaken  policy  of  men 

eager 

{I)  'Vht  fbllcywing  fe  extracted  from  the  Report  of  the.Connnittee 
tf  West- India  Merchants,  June  z6%  1798  : 


Mgcr  vPk  f  urf uks  of  weald>  that  aa  -evideDt  lMHMd% 
with  ra^pect  to  ^e  seciirity  of  profierty^  (^^a  -pf 
great  niagnifUKJb^)  is  fiac^riUced  to  save  a  certaw 
trifling  expenee-;  and  It  is  much  to<be  lamentculy  -tha^ 
the  propi^ietors  of  oargoes  do  not  io  general  esyaeri*- 
ence  Aat  attention  and  liberality  from  many  ^\^ 
Owners  and  Ship-^MaalerB  which  they  Reserve* 

Had  tihe  Marine  Police  Institution  sc^bjecl^d'Sbi^ 
Owners  to  any  peouniary  expefice  for  its  BUgpor^ 
there  might  have  been  some  reison^  (^nd  ev^n  itbcit 
<too  would  4)ave  been  of  a  slight  naturey)  for  refusing 
to  ooniply  with  the  regulations  c^  the  West^Inc^jft 
Merchants.  But  when  it  is -shewn  chat  no  n^W4^Er 
f)ence  whatsoever  attaches  to  this  -class  of  mea—r 
That  nothing  was  asked  of  them  by  their  Ereigbtei^is^ 
-the  West-India  Merchants,  but  to  substitute  ORolioe 
'Clonatables  in  lieu  of  the  old  Watchmen,  which  the 
:usage  of  the  Port  had  fixed  as  an  expenceon  the 
Ship-Owners. — That  the  request  thus  made  was 
not  only  with  a  view  to  the  compliance  with  a  moral 
obligation  on  the  part  of  Ship-Owners  to  do  their 

<^  It  is  with  peculiar  satisfinction  that  xkift  Committee-fiod  tbeiQ- 
<'  selves  enabled  to  sute  that  the  expence  of  Luf^piog  out^  Shjp 
**  under  the  New  System  will  probably  nQt-«xc«ed  tIv  nYtytgr 
**  4iroount  paid  for  Loiiipers  and  Watchmen.^--^^  whole  of 4be 
<*  freight  on  the  j^uantity  of  produce  usually  pluaderedy  wUl  there- 
*'  fore  be  a  dear  profit  to  the  Ship;  and  estimating  this  Depreda- 
'*  tion  at  the  very  low  rate  of  one-qoarter  of  a  cwr,  Sugar.per  -hogs- 
*^  headi  it  is  obvious  that  the  saving  to  Ship-Owners  in  the  Port  of 
'^  London  only^  will  in  one  year,  amount  to^^.io^oooj  on*  the 
'^<  siilgle  article  of  Sugar  imported^  exclusive  of  other  Merchan. 
"  «ie." 

Utmost 
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♦tmost  for  the  purj)ose  of  protecting  the  property  of 
the  Freighters:  hiit  also  to  promote  their  own  im- 
mediate interest,  as  has  actually  been  shevyn,  by  an 
increase  of  Freight,  and  the  security  of  the  Tackle, 
Apparel,  and  Stores  of  their  Ships  from  Plunder. — '^ 
It  vfill  appear  almost  incredible  that  an  Institution 
originating  in  principles  so  admirably  calculatecj  to 
extend  benefits  to  a  class  of  men,  who  had  long 
complained  loudly  of  the  injuries  they  were  suffering 
by  Pillage  and  River  Piracy,  should  not  have  received 
the  utmost  countenance  and  protection. — ^But  when 
it  is  further  stated,  that  the  original  Prelector  of  the 
design  noi  only  laboured  himself  gratuitously^  but 
exhibited  in  the  arrangements,  (as  has  already  been 
«hown,)(;w)which  he  established,  a  System  of  ceconomy 
evincing  in  the  actual  expenditure  the  same  minute 
attention  to  the  interest  of  the  Public,  as  if  the  whole 
had  been  a  private  concern  of  his  own,  (»)  it  would 

{m)  Cap.  IV.  page  159,  &c» 
(«}  Extensive  and  numerous  as  the  Establishment  appears^  and  im- 
portant and  beneficial,  in  a  commercial,  financial,  and  moral  point  of 
view,  as  the  adv^intagesare  proved  to  have  been  which  have  resulted 
from  the  System  ;  although  these  are  the  strongest  reasons  to  believe 
that  in  the  West.  India  Importation  also,  the  Proprietors  of  Cargoes 
liavc  saved  lOQyOOoL  and  the  Revenue  50,000! ;  yet  the  whole 
current  expence  for  twelve  months,  exclusive  of  the  first  cxpcnce  of 
the  House  Furniture,  Arms,  &c.  has  been  defrayed  as  follows : 

lit.  By  advances  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  West- 
India  Committee     -     .....      iC*^94^    9    S 
2d«  By  advances  from  GoTeromcnt    ....    2350    o    o 

Total    -    .    -    ;C-4295    9    S 

seem 
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seem  that  a  design  thus  formed  and  conducted^  wottid 
have  experienced  the  universal  support  of  every  class 
of  men,  concerned  in  Shipping  and  Navigation. 

It  vi^as  however,  speedily  discovered,  that  this 
Institution  had  more  to  struggle  with  than  the  mcrfc 
Delinquency  upon  the  River,  extensive  and  alarming 
as  that  appeared  to  be.  There  were  secret  springs 
which  operated  powerfully  in  exciting  the  most  un- 
just and  unfounded  prejudices.  Not  a  few  of  the 
old  Master  Lumpers,  whose  ill-gotten  gain  had 
perhaps,  enabled  them  to  afford  pecuniary  and  other 
facilities,  to  some  Ship-Masters,  and  Subordinates  in 
the  Counting  Houses  of  the  Merchants,  appeared  to 
have  a  certain  degree  of  influence  in  exciting  cla- 
mour, and  in  raising  difiiculties.  Men  who  had  long 
profited  by  Contracts  for  the  Delivery  of  Ships,  which 
the  West-India  Merchants  had  declared  in  their 
Public  Report,  (o)  **  To  be  ruinous  and  destructive 
to  the  Port  of  London,^  could  not  easily  relinquish  a 
position  which  had  been  so  extremely  productive  of 
money  arising  from  the  infamous  System  of  Pillage^ 
at  which  they  had  connived. 

The  laudable  attempts  therefore,  which  were  made 
by  the  Body  of  the  WestJndia  Merchants,  to  have 
their  Cargoes  discharged  by  means  of  Lumpers, 
under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  Police  Insti- 
tution^(^)  were^  in  some  measure,  defeated  by  the 

intrigues 

(•)  See  Appendix  V. 
{f)  On  tKe  arrival  of  the  first  Fleet,  after  the  Establishment  of 
die  Marine  Police  Institution,  in  addition  to  the  Aiblic  Report  of 

tfae 


Jiar^ues  of  not  a  (fe^v  ^i^o^  wh9^  improf^  f:^g^ 
duct  bad  fiepdered  these  JEIqsqIuiJkkis  neoe^^ry. 
Ship-Masiers  were  assailed  immediately  on  thek 
andval^  and  the  strongest  pFejudipes  were  attempted 
lobe  esicited  ^gaia&t  that  D^partjUK^nt (r*)  of  t^he  In- 
^stitution^  whieh  had  been  plamied  and  recoma^ended 
by  the  Merchants  themselves. 

I  The  object  of  these  intrigues  was  to  induce  Ship- 
Owokers  and  Ship-Masters  to  adhere  to  the  Qid  Sy^ 
tern,  partly  from  .parsimonious  views  jn  being  eased 
/of  the  cxpenoe  of  :FdUc;e  WatchiQen^and  perhaps, 
in  some  instances,  from  ;molive&of  influence  arising 
from  icertain  &ciUties  which  the  Police  System  did 
^not  hold  >Qut. 

.tbe  Qonvmttte  of  the  West^Iodia  McrcbaiUSj  tfae^feUowiog  lUso- 
lution  of  a  General  Meetiog,  bearuig  date  the  26th  of  Juoe  1798, 
was  very  generally  circulated  among  all  Ship-Owners  and  Ships* 
MwlbmAh  Sec* 

*•  Rbsolyed^ 

**  That  it  be  recommended  to  aH  Owners  and  Husbands  of 
($h}pt|  and  to  their  Agtnts,  to^haTC  their  Cargoes  diichjirged^t  this 
Fort,  by  means  of  Lumpers,  uoder  the  Regulations  of  the  M^w^ 
Police  Office,  No.  259,  Wapping  New  Stairs  :  and  that  the  Cap- 
tains of  all'West.India  Ships  be  instrocted  by  the  Owners,  &c.  to 
,gsaat4Ui  Alder  on  the  Ship's  Husband  or  Agents,  for  the  amount  >of 
the  Dues  for  djs(;iuh%iDg  their  respective  Cargoes:  st^chordei; to;^ 
given  to  the  Qcrk,  authorised  by  the  Marine  Police,  to  receive  the 
said  Duesy  according  to  the  Rates,  which  have  been  settled  by  this 
Meeting,  aod  which  will  be  produced  •  by .  the  Ckrk  «f  the  said 
Marine  Police  Office." 

(r)  The  Department  for  workuig  out  Ships  by  ewom  Foremen 
and  registered  LumperSi 

6  The 
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The  result  was,  that  in  many  cases  where  the  re- 
commendation of  the  West-India  Merchants  was 
disregarded,  the  Cargo  became  exposed  to  Pillage,  to 
a  certain  extent,  both  in  the.  Ships  and  in  the 
Lighters,  and  also  upon  the  Quays,  inasmuch  as  the 
West-India  Produce^  in  this  situation,  was  unavoid* 
ably  deprived,  not  only  of  the  benefit  of  the  nautical 
Surveyors,  in  superintending  the  discharge,  and 
controling  the  Ship  Constables,  but  the  Chain  of 
Security,  which  had  been  devised  by  watching  the ' 
Property  in,  and  from  the  Ship  to  the  Quays,  and 
until  it  was  deposited  in  the  Warehouses,  could 
only  apply  to  Cargoes  placed  under  the  charge  of  the 
Institution. 

Under  these  moi^tifying  circumstances,  which,  in, 
spite  of  the  laudable  exertions  of  the  Merchants, 
operated  so  powerfully  in  defeating  in  part  the  great 
preventive  System  which  had  been  devised,  there  was 
no  alternative,  but  to  double  the  exertions  of  the 
Police  in  detecting  the  Offences,  which  were  tl\us 
generated ;  since  no  power  existed  to  enforce  the 
means  of  Prevention,  which  had  operated  so  favour- 
ably in  all  instances  where  it  applied. 

Accordingly  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Police  Sur- 
veyors upon  the  River,  instances  frequently  occurred 
where  Lumpers  and  others  were  detected  with 
Sugars,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  stolen  from  un- 
protected Ships,  who,  but  for  this  circumstance, 
might  have  been  kept  honest;  and  it  must  be 
lamented   by  those  of  humane  feelings,  that  the 

Q  want 
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want  of  ibe  influence  of  the  Preventive  System  Iia* 
given  rise  to  sonie  severe  examples^  which  other*^ . 
wise  might  not  have  taken  place. 

The  object  of  the  Institution  is  to  render  Punish- 
ment unnecessary,  by  making  Confederacies  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  Plunder  impracticable* 

However  certain  it  is,  that  Crimes  cannot,  by  any 
human  contrTvancCi  be  entirely  prevented,  it  is  clear 
to  demonstration,  from  the  successful  experiment 
which  has  been  made,  that  it  is  practicable  by  appo* 
site  Regulations,  correctly  executed,  to  diminish  them 
in  such  a  degree  as  to  secure  the  Community,  in  a 
great  measure,  from  their  contequenoes. 

Under  all  the  embarrassments  which  have  been  de-^' 
t»led,  and  in  spite  of  the  hidden  opposition  and  in- 
trigues, which  operated  through  the  medium  of  those 
who  had  profited  to  a  greit  extent  by  this  species  of 
Robbery  and  Plunder,  the  perseverance  and  firmness, 
which  were  from  the  first  moment  leading  features 
of  the  System,  overcame  many  difficulties.  The  in- 
junctions of  the  two  Boards  of  Customs  and  Excise, 
by  degrees  operated  in  silencing  the  clamour  and  rage 
of  the  tower  order  of  Revenue  Officers,  which  was  so 
peculiarly  conspicuous  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Institution,  as  not  only  to  excite  notice,  but  to  de- 
monstrate, that  the  primary  object  with  too  many  of 
them,  was  not  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  dtrty. 
Had  this  been  their  only  consideration,  there  could 
exist  no  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  since  the  severest 
Punidimcnt  that  could  be  legally  inflicted,  was  held 
6  out 
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out  in  terrorem  to  all  Police  Constablesy  who  ^ould 
presume  to  interfere  with  them,  or  offer  them  any 
insult  in  the  fair  execution  of  their  duty.  On  the 
contrary,  they  were  strictly  injoined  to  afibrd  every 
assistance,  and  on  all  occasions  to  conduct  them- 
selves towards  them  with  the  utmost  attention  and 
civility,  under  pftin  of  immedtato  diaii)i6W>nt 

But  above  all,  the  Commeroial  Body  trading  to 
the  River  Thames,  is  eminently  indebted  to  the 
uniform  countenance  and  pro|eeiiofi  afforded  jto  tbi^ 
Institution,  by  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Pepartment|(;i)  whose  character- 
istic patriotism,  stimulated  fay  an  ardent  d<»|ir|^  to  do, 
good,  produced  the  most  ben^cial  efiects  in  the 
Steady  and  uniform  auppqrt,  which  he  afFofded  as 
chief  MagietfBte  of  the  Police;  aed  the  gn^.atten-; 
tion  he  bestowed,  (and  still  bestows,)  m  piomotiti^ 
whatever  contributes  to  the  efficacy^  and  general 
utility  of  this  design.  ,  » 

Aided  by  the  condescending  influence  of  socb 
high  authority,  and  the  consciousness  of  being 
engaged  in  a  pursuit  lugbly  beoe^cial  to  the 
G)mmunity,  those  in  the  immediate  direction 
felt  encouraged  to  persevere  under  many  accumu* 
kted  difiicultiea,  and  the  consequences  werie  favour- 
able in  the  highest  degree  to  the  cause  of  Public 
Morals,  and  the  security  of  Commercial  Property. 

The  eyes  of  many  of  the  most  respectable  of  the 
Ship-masters,  were  at  length  opened  to  the  utility 

(»)  Hb  Grace  the  Do^e  9f  Portland. 

o  2  of 
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of  the  design ;  attd  after  its  effects  were  fully  under* 
stood,  they  bore'  the  most  honourable  testimony  of 
Ihc  benefits  tbcy  had  derived  from  it.  (y) 

Th^ 

(f )  CtJLTJnckTt.^^igned  Ij  fifty^Mt  reputable  Shtf-masttrs^ 
trading  to  the  Port  of  London. -^October  1798* 

Wij  the  undersigned  Owners  and  Masters  of  Ships  in  the  West* 
India  Tradcp  lire,  having  taken  into  our  consideration  the  Fbn  of 
the  Marine  Police  Institution>  for  protecting  the  Property  of  the 
Planters  and  Merchants  en  board  of  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  River 
Thamesi  and  for  discharging  the  said  Vessels  under  the  inspectipn 
€»f  sworn  Officers  oontroled  by  the  Institution,  and  also  under  the 
superintendance  of  Surveyors  of  reputable  character^  who  have  been 
Masters  of  Vessels ;  and  having  each  of  us  experienced  the  good 
efiects  of  this  Institution  in  the  discharge  of  Vessels  under  ouf 
lespectiye  commands,  lately  arrived  from  the  West-Indies,  not 
only  in  -regatd  to  Pillage  and  Plunder,  which  it  was  formerly  next 
to  an  impossibility  to  prevent,  but  also  the  great  care  taken  in 
icgard  to  onscowing  die  'Cargoes,  which  it  is  well  known  have 
been  wiUiiUy  hrokeni  notwithstanding  our  utmost  exertions  to  pre- 
vent the  same,  both  by  Lumpers  and  even  Coopers  themselves: 

We  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  Merchants,  Planters,  and  others 
trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  and  the  PubHc  at  large,  in  express, 
ing  our  approbation  and  satis&ctioB  of  the  Marine  Police  Institu- 
tion, as  a  system  which  appears  to  us  from  actual  observation,  to  be ' 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  Mercantile  Interest  as  well  as  the 
Kevemie,  both  of  which  have  sufiered  beyond  conception,  by  the 
excessive  pillage  and  plunder  which  formerly  prevailed  in  spite  of 
every  effiirt  hitherto  made  use  of  to  prevent  the  same ;  and  nothing, 
in  our  opinion,  could  have  operated  so  strongly  as  a  check  to  the 
evil  that  prevailed  in  evety  department  of  the  Lumping  line,  where 
the  advantages  aie  obvious,  ia  havbg  the  Property  protected  by 
Constables  sent  on  board,  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  Law,  to 
seize  and  apprehend  every  Delinquent  daring  enough  to  attempt 
any  pllage  or  plunder ;  the  Surveyors  over  those  see  that  they  con* 
atantly  perform  their  duty,  and  we  find  that  if  any  neglect  takes 
place)  on  a  represenution  of  their  superior  Officers  to  the  Magis- 
trates,  they  are  immediately  dismbsed. 

.  In  testimony^theieforc  of  Our  fiill  approbation  of  an  Institutioo 

already 
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The  Body  of  the  Wharfingers,  equally  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  advantages  which  they  found  to 
arise  from  the  link,  in  the  general  chain  of  protec* 
lion,  which  extended  to  the  Quays,  testified  their 
highest  approbation  of  the  Establishment,  (r) 
-  Nor  were  the  sehtiraents  of  the  West-India  Com- 
mittee^ who  were  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  benefits  which  arose  from  this  Institution,  less 
decided  than  those  who  preceded .  them.  At  a 
meeting  held  at  the  close  of  the  season,  when  the 
Fleets  had  mostly  arrived,  and  a  clear  estimate  could 
be  formed  of  the  effect  of  the  System,  that  respectable 

Body  added  their  testimony,  not  only  with  respect 

W 

already  |»t>vtd  to  be  useful,  and  from  which  greater  adrantagct 
ttill  may  be  expected,  we  have  hereoott)  subscribed  oar  r^vxmf  and 
also  the  names  of  the  Ships  we  respectively  command,  and  likewise 
the  date  of  oar  respective  signatures. 

(r)  Extract  0/  m  Letter  /rom  E4*ward  Ogle,  E$q.  Cbalrnum  tf 
the  Bidj  0/  Wbarfingen,  at  a  General  Meeting,:  to  the 
Magittrates  of  the  Marine  Police  Qfice, — CitJ  Cbamhen, 
December  1 8,  J  798 

<<  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  had  the  honour  of 
*<  laying  your  Letter  of  the  21st  Ult,  containing  ceruin  queries 
''  as  to  the  cflect  of  the  Marine  Police  Establishment!  before  a 
*'  numerous  meeting  of  the  Wharfingers  of  the  Legal  Quays,  held 
'<  at  Batson's  Coffee-housCj  for  that  purpose :  and  I  have  the  satis* 
"  faction  to  inform  you»  that  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  die 
**  meetingy  that  the  esublishment  merited  every  encomium  that . 
'^  could  be  bestowed  upon  it^  for  the  various  and  extended  advan. 
**  xzga  derived  from  it  to  the  trade  of  the  Port  s  and  they 
^  requested  me  further  to  inform  yon,  that  they  feel  themselves 
**  bound  in  honour^  whenever  called  upon^  to  bear  testimony 
«  thereto,'* 

to 
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to  the  advantages  derived  by  the  Trade  in 
which  they  were  interested,  but  also,  by  the  Port  erf* 
London  in  general ;  and  likewise  by  the  Public  at 
large,  in  the  benefits  which  resulted  to  his  Majesty's 
Revenue,  (j) 

These  documents,  evincing  the  favourable  opinion 
of  the  Public  Bodies,  who,  from  their  peculiar  situa* 
tions,  were  best  qualified  to  make  comparisons  between 
ihe  state  of.  morals  among  the  labouring  Class,  and 
also  the  extent  of  the  delinquency,  as  it  applied  to 
West-India  Property,  before  and  after  the  operations 
of  the  Marine  Polict,  have  been  since  confirmed  by 
the  body  of  West-India  Planters ;  who,  after  a  full 
investigation  of  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  remedies 
which  had  been  applied,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
an  evil,  which  bad  wry  long  been  felt  as  a  serious 
pressure,  and  in  the  suppression  of  which,  they  were 
most  of  all   interested,    added  their  testimony  of 

t 

(i)  At  a  Mating  rf  the  Committee  of  ^est- India  Mercbduts^ 
reUtrve  to  the  Marine  Police  Institutim$  held  at  the  Marine 
Society s  Ofice,  January  4,  1 799. 

HISQLVED, 

That  this  Committee  are  deeply  impressed  Mrith  a  high  lense 
of  the  sii\gular  advantages,  which  appear  to  have  resulted  to  the 
Cominerce  of  thp  Port  of  London  in  general^  but  particularly  to 
the  West -India  pliinters  and  Merchants,  in  the  protection  afibrdcd 
.to  their  Property,  by  the  exertions  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution, 
as  well  as  by  the  general  system  established  for  the  prevention  of 
.  Pillage  and  Plunder,  arising  out  of  the  measures  for  detectioHi 
pursued  by  the  Magistrates  presiding  at  the  Marine  Police  Office^ 
by  which  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^  great  and  extcnsivf 
benefits  have  also  resulted  to  his  Majesty's  Revenue. 

approbation^, 
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approbatipQ^  by  a  vote  of  tbaoks  to  th£  Author  of 
the  design.  (/) 

In  addition  to  these  proofs  of  the  couvictionj  of 
those  immediately  interested  in  the  preveniion  of  the 
Phmder  of  West-India  Property^  of  the  utility  of  the 
Marine  Police  System^  may  be  added  the  general 
Testimony  of  tho^  who  have  had  access,  to  know 
precisely  the  nature  of  the  Protection  afforded  to 
West-India  Property,  before  and  since  the  Establish- 
ment of  this  Institution. 

In  the  Ships,  during  the  delivery  of  their  Cargoes, 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  Potice,  none  of  those  in- 
famous transactions  with  Receivers  have  been  suf- 
fered, whereby  excessive  Pillage  took  place  in  the 
night,  bj  means  of  a  previous  understanding  with 

(/)  Extrael  fnm  the  MIhkUs  rf  a  Gentrtil  Meeting  of  tbe  fVesU 
India  PianUrSi  held  Sy  Public  Advertisement^  at  Wright's 
Coffee-home^  Soho  Square^  London^  June  1 3,  1 799  — TAf 
Right  Hon*  Lord  Penrbpm  im  tbo  Cbmn 

RSSOLVBD, 

That  Lord  Penrhyn  be  requested  to  communxotfe  the  tbanks  of 
this  Meeting  to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  pene. 
verance  with  which  he  has  endeavoored  to  form  an  ef^ctud  check 
ta  the  system  of  Depredation,  which  prevailed  on  the  River 
Thames. 

Cofj  of  a  Note  from  the  Right  Horn.  Lord  Penrhyn  to  PairUk 

Colfuhonuj  Esq* 

Lord  Pcnihyn  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Colqahoun»  and 
has  the  .honour  of  transmitting  him  the  enclosed  Resolution. 

Lord  Penrhyn  feeU  a  very  particular  satisfaction,  in  cohveying 
the  sentiments  of  the  Meeting  aad  their  approbation  of  Mr, 
Col^nhoun's  plan, 

the 


The  Condoctors  of  this  design  *  Mhig  stfonglyi 
however^  the  dangers  wbicb  migbt  $riae  from  the 
If  ant  ^  that  direct  and .  inonlediaie-  ProiecticK?  of 
tvbicb  (he  Proprietors  df  the  Cargoes^  who  were  to 
he  the  Sufferers^  were  in  moat  inauuices  ige«srantj 
employed  every  means  that  eouM  be  devised  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  these  unprotected  Ships,  with  9 
view  to  the  detection  of  Plunderers  during  the 
night,  and  of  searching  the  chief  pprt  of  the  Lam« 
pers,  on  leaving  the  unprotected  Ships  where  they 
were  employed  as  Labourers ;  and  it  is  believed  the 
chief  part  was  detected^  since  nearly  two  hundred 
were  either  imprisoned  or  fined  for  small  Offences, 
while  fourteen  have  been  put  upon  their  Trial  for 
bigher  Crimes,  of  which  number,  it  is  to  be  la- 
mented, that  it  became  necessary  to  make  some 
severe  examples:  which,  when  joined  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  System,  no  doubt,  operated 
powerfully  as  a  collateral  check  wherever  the 
recommendations  of  the  Merchants  could  not  be 
carried  into  effect,'  by  the  more  immediate  pro- 
tection of  Constables;  and  however  much  it  is  to 
be  regretted,  that  any  part  of  the  Property  of 
the  Owners  of  West-India  Cargoes  should  have  been 
at  all  exposed  to  danger,  while  the  means  of  Pre- 
vention existed  ;  yet  upon  the  whole,  although  the 
Act  can  never  be  accurately  ascertained,  there  are 
strong  grounds  to  believe,  that  the  aggregate  Plun* 
der  of  West-India  Produce  on  the  River  Thames, 

as  it  applies  to  the  Importation  fiom  July  17905  to 

March 
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March  17995(«)  does  not  amount  to  One-fiftieth 
pari  of  the  lass  that  was  susiained  ht/ormeryearSy  and 
that  the  Saving  to  the  Proprietors  must  of  course 
have  considerably  exceieded  One  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds  a  year  in  Sugar,  Coffee,  CbUim,  Cocoa,  Pi-- 
ihsnip.  Ginger,  and  other  articles^  %vhik  the  Revenue 
must  hofve  gained  also  a  very  large  Sum. 

.  {x)  Im^tatifo  df  Sogat  and  Kvaoa,  from  the  West-India  Islandt, 
&c.  10  the  Port  of  LoiidonjfrQmthe3dQf  July  1798  tothe25diof 
March  1799 : 


Jamaica 

Antigua 

St.  Kitts 

Barbadoca 

Granada 

Montserrat 

Kevil 

JDominioa 

St*  Vinoenti 

Tortda 

Bcrmtida 

Sosidijr  Flaoet 

Total 


SUfu 

Cmsip-Smgmfi. 

CMi*-IUm. 

164 

72,308 

i7»9» 

»4 

5,25«       1 

7'J 

«4 

<»'37 

7fy 

>7 

7«9fl« 

6s 

18 

6,806 

443 

6 

«>74* 

568 

4 

1,867 

4«» 

»4 

4.>J« 

400 

26 

10,147 

908 

3 

789 

109 

t 

171 

0 

168 

33t^38 

«»«?» 

389 


»5'»S7« 


24,611 


«i 
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CHAP.      VI. 

The  Effects  produced  by  the  collateral  Influence  of  the 
Police  System  in  guarding^  in  a  certain  degree y  other 
Branches  of  Trade ^  besides  that  of  the  IVest- Indies 
from  Depredation,  particularly  the  TacUcy  jip- 
parely  and  Stores,  of  all  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the 
River : — In  the  Utility  of  the  Design  to  the  East'* 
India  Company  : — To  {he  American  and  Hamburgh 
Merchants,  evinced  by  the  public  Testimony  of  Ship^ 
Masters  in  these  Trades: — To  the  Canada  Trade: — 
The  Russian  Merchants : — The  Importers  of  Tim^ 
ber  and  Grain,  Wines,  Brandies,  Fruits,  ^fr.— 
And  to  the  Coasting  and  Coal  Trade: — In  the 
Protection  afforded  to  outward-bound  Cargoes : — 
The  Security  shewn  to  be  incomplete,  inasmuch  as 
the  chief  attention  of  the  Police,  and  the  Force  it  ein- 
ploys  is  principally  confined  to  the  Protection  of 
TVest-India  Property. — The  General  Extension  of 
the  Design  highly  desireable^ 


*.> 


jflLLTHouGH  the  Preventive  System,  as  having  ori- 
ginated with  the  Body  of  West-India  Merchants, 
was  of  course,  in  a  great  measure,  confined  to  the 
Protection  of  this  species  of  Commercial  Property, 
yet  the  general  influence  of  the  design  extended 

collateraly 


collateraly  to  all  Branches  of  Trade  and  Navigation 
in  the  River  Thames  :  and  it  was  only  because  the 
Civil  Force  was  insufficient^  and  that  the  System 
did  not  admit  of  arcangementSj  C9^culated  to  com- 
pass the  general  Protection  of  the  Port^  that  some 
Depredations  continued  to  be  committed. 

Limited  however^  as  it  has  been^  both  with  re- 
spect to  pecuniary  Resources^  and  a  competent  num- 
ber of  Boats  :and  Assistants,  to  overawe  and  detect 
OfTendefs  in  every  part  of  a  wide-extended  River, 
and  still  more  so  on  the  numerous  Wharfs  and 
QuaySj  from  whence  the  Police  Guards  were  with^ 
drawn  as  soon  as  the  West-India  Cargoes^  under 
their  charge^  were  in  a  state  of  Security  ;  certain  it  is, 
that  the  regular  Perambulation  of  the  Police  Boats, 
in  their  daily  and  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River  (few 
as  their  numbers  compaiiatively  wer^)  produced  a 
very  important  effect  in  preventing  those  Depreda- 
tions of  River  Pirates^  upon  the  Tackle^  Apparel^  and 
Stores,  of  unprotected  Ships,  to  which  they  had  on 
former  occasions,  been  exposed  ;  and  by  which  out- 
rages considerable  losses  were  sustained* 

But  these  were  not  the  only  advantages  which 
Ship  and  Craft  Owners  have  received  from  the  Esta- 
blishment, and  the  operation  of  this  Design,  since  it 
appears  upon  the  R,ecords  of  the  Institution,  that  in 
Snow-Storms,  and  severe  Weather,  when  Vessels 
drifted  from  their  Moorings,  and  when  only  the  Po- 
lice Boats  attempted  to  go  upon  the  River,  the  nau- 
tical 
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ticalskiH  and  labour  of  the  Surveyors  and  Boat  Offi- 
cers have  been  zealously  excited  in  saving  both  Ship- 
ping and  Crafty  which  would  probably  otherwise  have 
been  losty(^)  if  such  timdy  assistance  had  not  been 
afforded. 

To  the  Shipping  and  Craft  in  general^  this  Insti- 
tution has  afibrded  a  security  which  cannot  suffici- 
ently be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  great  Pro^ 
perty  at  hazard  in  the  River  Thames,  in  times  like 
the  present,  when  the  Crews  cannot  be  kept  on 
board,  and  when,  besides  the  damages  arising  from 
tempestuous  weather,  a  still  greater  calamity  was  at 
one  period  to  be  apprehended  from  conflagration, 
contemplated  by  incendiaries,  whose  diabolical  de- 
signs, it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  been  frustrated  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  Marine  Police,  and  the  terror  which 
the  hazard  of  detection  must  have  occasioned,  from 


0)  In  the  night  of  the  tiA  of  October  1798,  the  BrigTygcr 
was  discovered  drifting,  and  in  a  situation  of  great  danger,  from 
which  she  was  rescued  by  two  of  the  Police  Surveyors.  On  the 
30th  of  January  17999  the  American  Ship  Amiable  was,  at  three 
o'dock  in  the  morning,  discovered  by  the  Police  Surveyors,  to  be 
in  a  very  perilous  situation,  in  a  Snowstorm,  having  drifted  fiom 
her  Anchors  and  carried  away  her  Quarter  Gallery,  and  approach^ 
ing  fast  towards  a  tier  of  Shipping,  where  great  damage  must 
have  ensued,  had  it  not  been  for  the  interposition  of  Mr.  Thompson 
a  Police  Surveyor,  then  on  duty  on  the  River,  who  assisted  the 
Mate,  a  perfect  stranger,  in  putting  the  Vessel  into  a  state  of 
Security.  Various  cases  have  occurred,  where  instances  of  Craft 
laden  with  valuable  Cargoes,  and  also  Boats  have  been  found  a-drift 
on  the  River  and  secured,  until  notice  could  be  given  to  the 
Owners. 

a  know- 


\ 
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1  knowledge  that  the  Police  Boats  were  constantly 
upon  the  River. 

To  the  East-India  CorrtpanVf  although  the  system 
did  not  immediately  extend  its  protection  to  their 
Ships,  yet  considerable  benefit  has  been  derived  bj 
the  apprehension  of  Lumpers,  with  Tea,  Pepper,  and 
other  Articles,  and  in  exciting  a  greater  degree  of 
caution  and  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Revenue 
Officers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  prevent  every  species 
of  Pillage  and  Depredation. 

Nor  have  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  this 
great  G)mpany  been  backward  in  manifesting  the 
sense  they  entertain  of  the  utility  of  this  new  Esta- 
blishment, since  they  have  committed  to  its  charge 
matters  of  considerable  importance,  on  which  both 
secrecy  and  confidence,  in  the  proper  execution  of 
the  trust,  became  indispensably  necessary. 

Among  the  various  branches  of  trade  carried  on,' 
to  and  from  the  Port  of  London,  those  of  jimerica 
and  Gennany^{z)  (where  the  aggregate  Imports  and 
Exports  amount  to  above  Sixteen  Millions  a  year) 
have  not  only  felt,  but  acknowledged  the  advantagqi 
which  have  been  derived  from  the  Marine  Police, 
even  upon  its  present  very  limited  scale, — ^as  appears 
by  the  following  testimonies  :^- 

Ws  the  undersigned,  Masters  of  American  Ships,  trading 
to  the  Port  of  London,  do  publicly  declare,  that  until  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Marine  Police,  the  Cargoes  and  Stores  of  our 
Ships,  whil^  delivering  and  taking  in,  were  constantly  subject 

(«}  See  Table,  p.  22. 

to 
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to  Plunder»by  various  descriptions  of  Plunderers  on  the  River 
Thames,  but  since  such  an  establishment  of  a  River  Police,  we 
have  experienced  the  greatest  difference  as  to  the  security  of 
Property  on  the  River,  occasioned,  in  our  opinion,  by  the  vi^- 
lance  of  the  Guard  Boats,  and  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police 
Institution,  constantly,  day  and  night,  patrolling  on  the  said 
River.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  hereunto  subscribe  our  names, 
and  the  Ships  we  respectively  command. 

Signed  by  Seventeen  Ship^Masten* 

Wb,  the  undersigned  Maisen  of  Hamburgh  Ships  and 
Vessels^  trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  being  truly  sensible  of 
the  manifest  difierence  as  to  the  security  of  Property,  on  the 
River  Thames,  arising  from  the  vigilance  of  the  Guard  Boats 
and  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  patrolling  the 
River,  by  day  and  by  night,  do  consider  it  our  duty  voluntarily 
and  publicly  to  declare,  that  whereas,  formerly  our  Cables, 
Hawsers,  and  every  article  of  Ships'  Stores,  as  well  as  the  in- 
ward and  outward  Cargoes  of«  our  Ships,  while  delivering  or  tak- 
ing in,  were  continually  subject  to  the  greatest  PIunder,by  a  set 
of  lawless  banditti,  that  then  infested  the  River :  We  have,  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  experienced 
the  most  beneficial  effects,  in  the  protection  afforded  by  the  vi- 
^lance  of  the  Boats  and  Officers  belonging  to  the  Office;  and 
in  testimony  do  subscribe  our  names,  and  the  names  of  the 
Ships  and  Vessels  we  respectively  command. 

Signed  by  Thirty  Ship-Masters. 

The  valuable  Trade  with  Canada^  has  also  felt  the 
protecting  influences  of  the  System,  and  the  detec- 
tion of  various  Offenders  in  committing  very  ex- 
tensive Depredations  on  Hempy  imported  from  Rtissiap 
has  been  the  means  of  recovering  considerable 
quantities  of  that  Article  which  had  been  plundered 

and  stolen. 

Nor 
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Nor  has  the  extensive  Commerce  in  Timber  and 
Grain  been  less  benefited,  by  the  collateral  cheeks  to 
the  pillage  to  which  these  branches  have  been  ex- 
posed. The  detections  and  the  punishments  which 
have  taken  place,  operated  powerfully  in  diminishing 
the  great  losses  which  were  annually  sustained. 

In  the  importation  of  Fruits,  Urines,  Dye  Stuffs'^ 
Brandies,  Gin,  and  other  Liquors,  considerable  bene- 
fits have  been  derived  from  the  security  which  the 
Police  established,  in  overawing  Delinquents,  who 
turned  their  attention  to  this  species  of  plunder ; 
and  particularly  those,  who,  by  means  of  Jiggers, 
Tin  Tubes,  pkins,  ^nd  Bladders  with  nozles,  were 
accustomed  to  draw  off  and  purloin  Jarge  quantitie$ 
of  Liquors, 

The  Coasting  Trade  has  also  shared  in  the  general 
advantages  which  have  arisen  by  the  dissolution  of 
these  numerous  Criminal  Confederacies,  whose  de- 
predations extended  to  this,  as  well  as  all  other 
Commercial  Property. 

But  the  Coal  Trade,  in  particular,  has  obtained 
advantages  which  only  require  to  be  understood,  in 
order  to  demonstrate  that  the  benefits  extend  not 
only  to  origrnal  Owners  and  Coal  Merchants,  buk 
also  to  every  consumer  of  this  species  of  Fuel,  whose 
supplies  depend  on  the  importation  into  the  River 
Thames.  The  important  reform  of  the  excessive 
abuses  which  prevailed  in  this  Trade,  is.  rendered 
manifest  by  a  candid  and  fair  comparison  of  the  state 
it  was  in,  before  and  since  the  existence  of  the  Po« 

R  lice 
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lice  System.  Tl/e  prevention  of  the  excessive  Pillage 
in  the  Colliers,  and  the  consequent  abolition  of 
public  Markets,  for  the  sale  of  plundered  Coals, 
and  the  check  given  to  the  daily  and  nightly  depre- 
dations which  were  committed  in  the  Coal  Barges, 
will  be  best  explained  by  the  following  public  tes-- 
timony  :-^ 

At  a  general  Meeting  of  the  Buyers  and  Factors  of  Coab^  im 
the  Port  of  London,  held  this  Day^  at  the  Gun  Tavern, 
Billingsgate — Dated  the  ^th  January^  ^799- 

It  was  resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting,  that 
the  Pillage  of  Coals,  in  the  River  Thames,  has  been  consider- 
ably prevented  by  the  exertions  of  the  Marine  Police  Oflice, 
v^hich  exertions,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  continued  in  future.  It  is 
likewise  determined,  that  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  shall 
be  sent  to  the  Oflice,  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

(Signed,)    J.  R.  Wood,  Chairman, 

To  the  firmness,  temper,  and  humanity,  which, 
from  the  first  moment,  have  been  displayed  in  resort- 
ing more  generally  to  seasonable  admonitions,  than 
to  the  example  •f  punishment,  is  to  be  attributed  the 
very  general  sense  which  an  unpolished  race  of  men  * 
entertains  of  the  former  turpitude  of  their  conduct ; 
and  the  important  change  which  has  been  brought 
about,  with  respect  to  offcnccs  of  this  nature. 

Such  has  been  the  effect  of  this  very  limited 
experiment,  with  respect  to  the  various  articles 
imported  into  fhe  River  Thames. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  extensive  robberies 

6  committed 
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committed  on  outward-bound  Cargoes^  have  arisen  in 
part,  or  at  least  have  considerably  increased,  in 
consequence  of  the  numerous  gangs  of  thieves  being 
cut  off  from  the  other .  resources  of  pilUge,  which 
they  formerly  possessed  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  and 
almost  without  check  or  control  ;  but  it  is  known 
from  recent  evidence^  that  ofiences  ojf  this  nature 
have  long  existed,  and  been  carried  on  to  a  great 
extent ;  and  that  the  detection  and  discovery  of  this 
species  of  plunder  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  be 
attributed  to  the  general  influence  of  the  system  of 
River  Police. 

It  is  not  however  unlikely,  that  certain  classes 
of  Delinquents^  who  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
profit  by  the  privilege  they  assumed  of  plundering 
homeward-bound  Cargoes,  and  who  perhaps,  trusted 
to  this  as  a  means  of  enabling  them  to  indulge  in 
luxuries  and  extravagance  above  their  station,  (and 
not  within  the  compass  of  their  fair  earnings,)  may 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  very  unprotected  state 
of  outward-bound  Cargoes,  in  committing  ac^s  of 
depredation,  which  would  not  have  taken  place  had 
not  other  resources  failed. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  records  of  the  Institution 
shew,  that  the  detection  of  Offenders  in  this  line  of 
Plunder  has  been  more  numerous,  during  the  short 
period  since  the  Marine  Police  was  established,  than 
for  many  years  before  :  and  if  that  vigilance  which 
has  produced  these  discoveries,  and  the  examples 
which  followed,  can  have  any  influence  in  overawing 

R  2  Delinquents, 


044  TXKA.TI8X  OK 

Dtlinqnenls^  ar\d  in  prevenling  a  repediion  of  the 
ame  rokchie^  the  Export  Trade  in  common  with 
tbe  Imports,  has  derhrcd  benefit  from  the  securitj 
which  has  been  thus  afforded. 

It  must  be  admitted^  that  these  benefits  and  this 
secarity  can  only  at  present  be  considered  as  partial^ 
since  the  efTectire  part  of  the  System  as  yet  applies 
only  to  one  branch  of  Trade^  to  the  protection  of 
which  the  Civil  Force  is  chiefly  directed.  This 
however,  admits  of  an  easy  remedy ;  namely,  an 
extension  of  the  Design  to  the  whole  Commerce  of 
the  Port.  The  propriety  of  a  measure  so  salutary, 
even  without  the  various  lights  which  this  Treatise 
throws  upon  tbe  subject,  has  already  engaged  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  exertions  of  many  of  the 
fi)ost  respectable  characters,  in  whom  the  Commer* 
oial  Body  place  their  chief  confidence ;  but  the 
details  and  explanations  which  relate  to  the  various 
remedies  which  ought  to  be  applied  for  the  purpose 
of  eradicating  the  evil,  and  rendering  the  security 
permanent  and  complete,  will  be  reserved  for  another 
Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR    VII. 

Conskkratiom  on  the  National  advantages  of  tht 
Marine  Police  Institniion  c-^^The  benefits  which 
tvotdd  arise  from  an  extension  of  the  same  design^ 
to  every  Commercial  Port  where  extensive  TVade  rs 
carried  on : — Exemplified  in  the  instance  of  Liver^ 
pool,  and  the  River  Severn. — TTte  benefits  to  tht 
State  demonstrated,  in  the  preservation  of  the  duties 
on  Stolen  Property;  in  the  check  given  to  illicit 
Trade ;  and  in  the  protection  afforded  to  Naval, 
Fictualingf  and  Military  Stores.-^The  sense  enter*- 
tained  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  tht  de^ 
ficiency  of  the  Laws,  and  of  the  want  of  a  proper 
Police,  with  respect  to  this  species  of  Property. -^^ 
Specific  detections  of  the  pillage  and  embezzlement 
of  Public  Proper ty.^^Reasons  for  estimating  the 
saving  to  the  Revenue  under  the  establishment  of 
the  Marine  Police,  at  not  less  than  ^.150,000  a 
year: — The  security  it  also  affords  against  conflagrar 
tion  by  Incendiaries. -^^Concluding  Observations. 


XN  all  instances  where  internal  regulations  operate 
beneficially  to  bodies  of  men  or   individuality   an 
essential  advantage  results  to  the  Nation  at  large. 
In  this  point  of  view,  the  Marine  Police  Institution 

becomes 
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becomes  extremely  prominent,  as  a  wise  measure  of 
Government,  highly  interesting  wherever  Commerce 
is  carried  on,  since  it  appears  that  the  contagion  of 
Pillage  is  not  confined  to  the  River  Thames  alone  ; 
but  has  infected  every  Port  in  the  Kingdom,  more 
or  less,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  opulence, 
and  the  extent  of  Commercial  Property  in  circula- 
tion, {a)  Nor  is  this  view  of  the  too  general  cor- 
ruption of  morals  among  Aquatic  Labourers,  carried 
even  to  the  extent  which  truth  and  a  knowledge  of 
iacts  fully  warrant. 

Evil  examples  are  of  rapid  growth  ;  and  where  no 
pruning  hand  exists,  they  speedily  extend  their 
poison  far  and  wide.  It  appears,  in  fact,  that  the 
immense  Property  which  floats  upon  navigable  Rivers 
and  Canals  in  all  quarters,  is  become  subject  to  Waste 
and  Depredation  in  a  very  great  degree,  {b)  Strongly 
,.    ...  evincing 

{a]  Since  the  establishment  of  the  Marine  Police,  an  application 
lias  been  made  to  the  Superintending  Magistrate,  by  the  Secretary 
pf  the  West- India  Merchants  trading  to  the  Port  of  Liverpool, 
representing  that  even  there,  notwithstanding  the  cotmeniency  of  the 
Dvcks  and  WarehonseSf  excessive  pillage  takes  place,  particularly  in 
the  article  of  Cofice,  which  is  conveyed  to  Manchester  in  great 
quantities : — and  requesting  information  respecting  the  plan  punued 
on  the  Thames  for  suppressing  this  evil. — Every  information  and 
assistance  was  of  course  afforded* 

(i)  A  Letter  recently  received  by  the  Magistrates  of  the  Marine 
Police,  from  a  respectable  House  in  Stourport  in  Worcestershire, 
contains  the  following  sutcroent : — '*  We  are  Proprietors  of  Trows 
<'  and  Barges  in  the  River  Sercm,  employed  in  the  conveyance  of 
<<  the  most  valuable  Manufactures  of  this  Country,  between  this 
^  place  and  the  Port  of  Bristol  cycry  Spring-tide.    .Our  Vessels, 

«  called 
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evincing  that  the  science  of  Police  as  it  has  been 

applied  to  the  River  Thames^  has  become  a  great 

National 
• 

**  called  Trows,  are  all  open.  The  Goods  are  protected  from 
**  damage  by  tarpaulins  only.  They  will  cany  1 20  Tons  or  more, 
'*  and  arc  navigated  by  seven  or  eight  men,  but  never  proceed 
"  higher  up  the  River  than  from  Lristol  to  Gloucester.  After- 
**  wards,  the  Cargo  is  put  into  Barges,  and  the  Crew  distributed 
**  amongst  them ;  and  these  with  occasional  Assistance  bring  their 
**  Cargo  home.  On  the  downward  voyage,  the  Goods  are  put  on 
**  board  of  from  three  to  ten  or  more  Barges,  which  convey  them  to 
'*  Gloucester  ;  a  part  of  the  men  proceed  from  thence  in  the  Trow 
*^  to  Bribtol  with  the  Goods,  while  thfc^othen  return  home  to  be 
''  ready  for  the  ensuing  springs.  It  is  during  the  transit  of  these 
''  upward  and  downward  Cargoes  of  the  most  valuable  Merchan. 
'*  disc,  that  the  most  daring,  systematic,  and  cnrmous  Plunder  is 
*^  carried  on,  which  would  stagger  credibility,  and  which  affects 
**  us  as  common  Carriers  s6  seriously,  that  not  knowing  how  or  in 
'*  what  manner  to  proceed,  we  have  made  free  to  solicit  the  favour 
*'  of  your  assistance.  At  an  extravagant  expence  and  infinite 
"  trouble*  we  employ  people  to  weigh  the  various  packages  of 
'*  Manufactures  of  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  and  Manchester,  on 
''  receipt  and  delivery,  when  it  not  unfrequcntly  tunis  out,  iliat  a 
<'  package  weighing  alike  at  each  place,  shall  contain  a  quantity  of 
**  Bricks  and  Stones  as  a  substitute  for  other  valuables.  The 
*'  common  men  receive  13s.  or  14s  a-week  besides  provisions, 
*^  notwithstanding  not  a  Cargo  arrives  without  depredations  being 
**  committed^  There  are  four  other  concerns  of  this  sort,  ^  of 
'^  which  ours  is  one,  whose  los&es  are  grievous.  It  ii  supposed 
**  there  are  Receiving-houses  for  the  reception  of  the  articles  which 
**  are  stoleni  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ncwnham  ;  and  a  respectable 
**  Inhabitant  of  that  place  states,  that  it  will  be  attended  with  no 
**  sitiall  degree  of  danger,  to  attempt  to  detect  and  punish  them* 
**  We  are  persuaded  there  cannot  come  a  cask  of  Liquors  without 
"  adulteration,  and  no  Gentleman  will  trust  a  pipe  of  Wine  in 
**  their  hands.  The  Masters  of  Vessels  are  equally  Ignorant  as 
**  their  Crews,  and  are  supposed  to  league  with  them.  This,  added 
^^  to  the  extreme  difficulty  of  bringing  home  the  charge,  and  the 

slight 


*N 


\ 


4i 


24A   --' TKBATI6B   Oir 

National  object ;  and  that  the  application  of  retne^ 
dies  similar  to  those  adopted  in  the  Port  of  London, 
is  requisite  wherever  Commercial  Property  passes  in 
transit. 

To  the  Country  at  large  therefore,  this  success-^ 
fttl  experiment  becomes  highly  interesting,  inasmuch 
as  an  antidote  to  a  growing  evil  has  been  thus  dis- 
covered by  the  general  application  of  which  Property 
is  to  be  preserved  from  Waste  and  Pillage  ;  the 
Public  Revenue  is  to  be  secured;  and  the  morals  of 
a  great  and  useful  body  of  people  amended  and 
improved. 

To  these  general  advantages  which  must  result  to 
the  Country,  by  extending  the  regulations  of  politi- 
cal oeconomy,  which  have  been  experimentally 
proved  to  be  so  salutary  and  correct  with  respect  to 
the  security  of  Commercial  Property  on  the  River 
'Thames,  are  to  be  added  the  specific  benefits  which 
are  derived  by  the  State,  not  only  from  the  increase 
of  Revenue  obtained  on  many  valuable  articles 
which  were  plundered  and  smuggled ;  but  also  from 
the  prevention  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
illicit  Trade  which  formerly  prevailed  by  the  dread 
of  detection  by  the  Police  Officers,  and  the  obloquy 
attached  to  men  who  are  thus  subjected  to  a  public 
inquiry  on  suspicion  of  being  Criminals. 

**  tlight  punishment  inflicted,  emboldens  to  more  flagrant  and  con- 
•*  tinued  robbery.— jf  .1000  value  of  Salt  was  stolen  last  year. — 
'^  After  you  have  considered  this,  may  we  be  permitted  to  hope 
«' ^r  your  reply.— ^if/«ar//«r/|  Aniuit  ijj  i799«" 

But 


But  these  aft  not  the  ovAy  benefits  which  the  State 
has  derived  from  the  ef&ct  of  the  Marine  Police, 
His  Majesty's  Naval,  Victualing,  and  Military 
Stores,  have  experienced  a  security  heretofore  un- 
known* Many  extensive  depredations  have  been 
prevented  merely  from  the  terror  which  the  system 
excited,  and  from  the  detections  which  held  forth  to 
Delinquents,  the  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed 
from  the  vigour  and  energy  of  the  design. 

The  records  of  the  Institution  and  the  frequent 
communications  with  the  Navy  and  Victualing 
Boards,  in  consequence  of  the  pillage  and  embezzle* 
ments  of  Public  Stores  which  were  discovered  and 
detected,  sufEciently  prove  that  the  influence  of 
thb  branch  of  Police,  crippled  as  it  has  been  for 
want  of  apposite  Laws,  {c)  was  not  confined  in  the 

benefits 
••"  -« 

(r)  The  deficiency  of  the  Lawi  at  they  particularly  apply  to 
ininor  ofiences  in  purloining  and  embezzling  His  Majesty's  Stores, 
have  been  so  prominent  in  the  view  of  the  Commissioners  of  His 
Majesty's  Navy,  by  the  recent  acquittal  of  several  Of!tnders,  that 
they  have  formed  the  laudable  resolution  of  applying  to  Pariiament 
for  more  apposite  Legislative  Regulations^  calculated  to  reach  thb 
various  cases  of  pillage  which  now  frequently  occur>  where  the 
Culprits  escape  without  any  punishment  at  all,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  Publicy  inasmuch  as  crimes  of  a  peculiar  description  are 
generated  and  increased  from  the  security  experienced  by  Delin- 
quents. As  a  proof  of  the  favourable  sentiments  entertained  of 
the  Police  System  by  the  Commissioners}  and  of  their  patriotiCk. 
intention  to  use  every  means  for  the  purpose  of  checking  this  exten- 
sive and  growing  evil,  the  fdlowing  Letter  has  been  addressed  by 
their  Solicitor  to  the  Author  of  this  Work,  who  is  now  anxiously 
employed  in  devising  a  plan  of  Police  adapted  to  the  prevention  of 
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benefits  it  conferrel,to  G>:T)meFcia1  Property  alone.; 
but  that  it  extended  collateraly  to  the  protection  of 
every  species  of  Government  Stores  in  transit  upon 
the  River  Thames. 

The  effect  of  the  System  operating  thus  benefici- 
ally to  the  State^  is  proved  not  only  by  the  number 
-  of  persons  who  have  been  detected  and  punished,  {d) 

Frauds,  Plunder,  and  ErobezzIementSy  in  His  Majesty's  Arsenals^ 
Dock-yardsj  and  Ships  of  War  and  Transports,  Sec. 

Sir,  Nor/o/LSfreetf  May  i6,   1799. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  having  an  intention  of  apply, 
ing  to  Parliament,  to  extend  and  amend  the  Laws  for  preventing 
the  embezzlement  and  stealing  of  His  Majesty's  Naval  Stores,  and 
having  directed  me  in  preparing  the  intended  Bill,  to  attend  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  on  the  subjea  in  your  excellent 
and  valuable  Publication,  I  shall  qonsider  myself  as  obliged  to  you, 
as  I  am  sure  the  Commissioners  will,  if  you  will  at  your  leisure 
have  the  goodness  to  furnish  roe  with  any  hints  upon  the  subject, 
which  may  have  occurred  to  you  since  the  publication  of  your 
Treatise,  and  which  you  think  may  be  worthy  the  attention  of  the 
Legulature.    I  am  Sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  bumble  Servapt, 

To  P.  Colfutomr,  Esq.  CHAS.  BICKNELL. 

[d]  Besides  the  detection  of  three  Masters  of  Transports  and 
eleven  other  persons,  (Seamen  and  others),  having  Naval  Stores 
unlawfully  in  their  possession,  a  most  extensive  pillage  and  em- 
bezzlement in  the  numerous  Victualing  Hoys,  conveying  Liquors, 
Provisions,  and  other  Scores,  tp  the  Russian  Men-of-War,  and  His 
Majesty's  Ships  in  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Med  way,  have  been  dis- 
covered. The  Receivers  residing  in  the  Towns  and  Villages 
adjoini  g  the  Rivejr,  have  been  prosecuted,  or  exposed,  and  several 
of  the  Masters  of  the  Hoys  and  others  who  were  con^rned  in  the 
Conspiracy,  have  been  dismissed  and  punished;  and  the  evil  has,  by 
meant  of  the  exertions  of  the  Police,  and  the  laudable  examples 
inade  by  the  Commis^iDners  of  Victualing  been  in  a|;re4t  mejisurc 
prevcf^ted. 
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but  still  more  by  the  apparent  diminution  of  the 
evil. 

Hence  it  would  seem,  that  in  whatever  relates  to 
the  permanent  establishment  of  this  System,  the 
State  is  not  less  interested  than  the  Individuals. 
The  benefits  are  mutual  with  respect  to  the  securi^ 
of  Property  against  the  depredations  of  DelinqnentSt 
while  in  other  respects,  a  paramount  interest  is  felt 
by  the  Government  of  the  Country,  not  only  in  the 
improvement  of  the  Revenue,  (e)  which  must 
have  increased  very  considerably,  but  also  in  the 
security  against  conflagration  arising  from  the  vigi-- 
lance  of  the  System,  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
Laws  relating  to  Gun- Powder  and  boiling  of  Pitchy 
and  other  combustible  matter  in  Ships,  while  at 
their  Moorings  in  a  crowded  Port. 

Nor  is  it  unfair  to  presume,  although  no  direct 
proof  can  be  advanced,  that  the  Marine  Police  has 
been  of  singular  use  in  counteracting  the  traitorous 
designs  of  these  desperate  Incendiaries,  who  appear 
from  evidence,  founded  on  the  highest  authority,  to 
have  meditated  the  destruction  of  the  whole  Shipping  * 

ia 

{e)  If  it  is  admitted^  according  to  evidence,  that  there  is  not 
one-fiftieth  part  of  the  plunder  of  West.India  Goods  which  formerly 
took  place,  it  must  follow  that  the  Reyenue  on  the  remaining  forty* 
nine.hftieths,  estimated  at  more  than  ioo,ooo/*  must,  on  Sugar, 
Coffee,  and  other  articles,  paying  a  high  duty,  be  equal  to  50,000/. 
a  year,  besides  what  is  gained  on  all  other  articles  of  Comfnerce :— an 
advantage  rendered  farther  manifest  by  the  open  declaration  of  Smugg. 
Itrsy^**  That  their  Trmde  has  been  more  cut  ttf  hj  the  Marine  Policf^ 
^(  than  bj  the  nvh^le  combined  efforts  of  the  Rtventu  Qfficersm*'^^ 

This 
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in  the  River  Thames  in  the  year  1798,  by  a  general 
conflagration.  The  evil  happily  has  not  taken  place  : 
and  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  suppose^  that  the 
dread  of  detection  which  the  System  excited,  in 
consequence  of  the  unremitting  vigilance  of  the 
45urveyors,  in  perambulating  the  River  with  an  amned 
force  during  the  whole  of  the  nighty  ioA  defeated 
these  diabolical  designs. 

The  utility  df  a  watchful  Police  for  the  purpose  of 
eontfoling,  by  its  influence,  the  turbulent  and  unruly 
passions  of  such  a  multitude  of  dissolute  characters^ 
who  are  at  ail  times  employed  in  Ships  and  Craft  in 
this  extensive  Commercial  Port,  is  too  evident  to 
require  any  comment ;  since  occasional  conspiracies 
among  Seamen  and   Labourers,  as  well  as  tumults 
and  disorders,  may  always  be  dreaded,  where  such  a 
general  corruption  of  morals  prevails  among  so  great 
a  body  of  the  lowest  classes  of  the  Community ; 
unless  prevented  by  a  well-regulated  and  eflTective 
Police,  adapted  in  all  respects  to  the  prevention  of 
the  various  evils  which  have  been  already  detailed ; 
and  which  has  become  the  more  necessary,  from  the 
view  which  has  been  given  in  this  Wbrk,  of  the 
gradual  and  unfortunate  change    which   has   taken 
place  in  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  a  very  useful 
body  of  men,  with  respect  to  depredations  on  Com- 
mercial and  Public  Property. 


mm^m^im'*^ 


This  however,  may  arife  more  from  the  nature  of  the  Police  Sys« 
tern,  and  the  dread  of  iiamediate  Punishment,  than  from  any  want 
ff  ^ertion  on  the  part  of  the  Superior  Officers  of  the  Revenue. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VIIL 

Th$  means  used  to  render  the  experiment  of  the  Marine 
PfJiee  permanent  and  complete. — The  existing  Laws 
found  to  be  extremely  deficient r^-^Great  Attention  and 
Circwnspution  necessary  on  that  Account. -^A  new 
System  ef  Legislation  digested,  and  grounded  on 
actual  Experience. ^^ A  Wish  suggested  to  extend  the 
Benefits  of  the  Police  to  the  whole  Trade  of  tlie 
Birer.—A  Proposition  for  raising  a  Ftmd  adequate 
to  this  Ohjeet,  submitted  to  the  Trade  at  large. — A 
Bill  modelled  with  this  particular  View  : — Its  lead^ 
tng  Objects  explained: — To  raise  a  fund  of  10,000l. 
hy  a  snuill  Tonnage  Duty: — To  afford  Complete 
Protection^  by  means  of  Civil  Guards  disciplined  as  a 
regular  Body  : — To  give  extension   to   the  Legal 
Powers  and  Penalties  of  the  Act  of  the  2  Geo.  IJI. 
cap.  28.— TA^  want  of  a  centre  of  Union  among 
the  Merchants f  assigned  as  a  reason  for  the  delays 
which  have  prevented  the  Establishment  of  a  pros- 
per Police. — The  utility  of  the  Bill  in  removing  the 
Barrier  to  future  Improvements. — Reasons  assigned 
why  Docks  will  not  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  Po- 
lice ;  and  why  Pillage  to  a  great  extent  must  prevail 
if  no  Establishment  exist  to  prevent  it  ."^^Exempli* 
fieri- hr  the  Case  of  the  Dock-yards ^  the  East-India 
fViirehouseSy   and  the  Docks  and  fVarehouses   at 
Liverpool  :^^^9ecurity  only  to  he  obtained  ly  an  over- 
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awing  Polia: — Tkis  System  indispensably  necessary 
voith  or  without  Docks : — The  same  Service  not  to 
he  performed  in  any  other  way  at  an  equal  Expence^ 
— The  Commercial  Fund  limited  to  the  River  and 
Land  Guards. — The  Magistrates^  &c.  to  be  paid 
by  Government. — The  Principle  explained  upon  which 
the  Table  of  Tonnage  Dues  is  formed. — The  ad^ 
vantages  resulting  from  the  Protection  which  this 
Fund  will  afford : — yfrguments  offered  in  favour  of 
the  System : — Doubts  suggested  whether  it  will  ope^ 
rate  at  all  as  a  Burthen  on  the  Trade, — Explana-- 
tion  of  the  Table  of  the  proposed  Tonnage  Dues.— 
A  permanent  and  energetic  Execution  of  the  whole 
Police  System  secured  by  the  Bill. — Concluding 
Observations. 


JljIavimg^  in  the  seven  preceding  Chapters,  endea- 
voured to  explain  the  importance  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  River  Thames ;  the  evils  to  which  it  has 
been  exposed^  and  the  partiah  remedy  which  has  been 
applied  by  the  successful  experiment  of  a  Marine 
Police ;  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  develope  the 
means  which  have  been  used  to  render  this  remedy 
permanent  and  complete. 

Very  little  progress  had  been  made  in  systematiz- 
ing this  important  Design^  before  it  was  discovered 
that  the  existing  Laws  were  extremely  deficient ; 

and 
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and  that  various  new  Lejnslative  Regulations  were 
indispensably  necessary,  to  enable  it  eflFcctually  to 
restrain  the  multiplied  evils  which  were  discovered 
to  exist. 

This  deficiency  was,  in  some  degree,  counterba- 
lanced by  the  excessive  labour  bestowed  in  giving 
vigour  and  effect,  to  whatever  appeared  to  be  incom- 
plete in  respect  to  Legislative  Regulations,  and  the 
caution  and  circumspection  which  was  manifested 
wherever  difficulties  occurred,  counteracted,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  imperfections  and  the  deficient 
powers  which  might  otherways  have  operated  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  object  which  was  to  be  attained,  in. 
promoting  the  ends  of  Public  Justice. 

The  River  Police,  like  a  machine  imperfect  in  the- 
construction,  required,  and  still  continues  to  require, 
that  unremitting  attention  and  dexterity  in  putting 
it  in  motion,  which  will  cease  to  be  necessary,  when 
regulated  by  Legislative  Provisions,  adapted  to  the 
precise  purposes  of  meeting  the  various  evils  with 
effect  ;—Kjhecking  their  progress,  and  ultimately  pre- 
venting their  noxious  operation. 

It  was  evident,  that  the  Projectors  of  this  Plan 
were  to  be  chiefly  indebted  to  practical  experience, 
not  only  for  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  actual  defi- 
ciencies ;  but  for  those  lights  which  were  indispens- 
ably necessary,  to  improve  and  mature  the  System, 
so  as  to  render  it  permanently  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
mercial Body,  and  to  the  State. 

Impressed 
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Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  it  was  not  until 
after  the  lapse  of  six  months,  from  the  Commence-* 
ment  of  the  Institution,  that  attempts  were  made  toi 
digest  a  system  of  Legislation  applicable  to  its  im- 
provement, and  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those 
deficiencies  which  were  ibund  to  operate  to  the  pre-* 
judice  of  the  design. 

Daring  this  interval  the  most  minute  attention  wad 
bestowed  on  the  effect  produced  by  the  various  ar-- 
fangements,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  Crimes, 
and  also  in  developing  the  causes  by  which  Justice 
appeared  to  be  defeated,  or  Offences  generated,  in 
consequence  of  the  imperfections  of  the  Law. 

At  length,  by  means  of  every  aid  which  could  be 
derived  from  an  extensive  judicial  procedure,  in 
which  all  the  obstructions  to  the  full  attainment  of  ai 
complete  Preventive  System  were  accurately  marked, 
the  materials  which  had  been  progressively  collect- 
ing, were  ultimately  arranged  and  digested  in  the 
form  of  a  Parliamentary  Bill,  having  yet  only  in 
view  the  Rt)tcction  of  the  West-India  Commerce, 
for  which  the  Design  had  been  originally  formed. 

At  this  period  however,  the  beneficial  effects  which 
its  partial  influence  had  manifested,  with  respect  to 
other  branches  of  Trade,  began  to  attract  the  notice 
of  some  of  the  most  respectable  Merchants  con* 
cerned  in  the  general  Commerce  of  the  Port,  who 
suggested  a  wish,  that  a  System  found  so  advantage- 
ous to  the  West-India  Merchants,  should  be  ex- 
tended 
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teniled  to  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port,  atid  that^ 
a:  permanent  Fund  should  be  raised  under  the  Au«  . 
thority  of  Parliament  for  its  support. 

The  Comniittee  appointed  to  attend  to  the  gene-^- 
lal  interest  of  thts  Trade^  readily  acceded  to  the' 
measure^  and  soon  after  a  Proposal  was  drawn  up' 
**  for  raising  a  Fund  from  the  whole  Trade  of  the 

Port  of  London,  with  an  Bstimate  of  the  Amount^ 

proportioned  upon  the  Tonnage,  according  to  tht^ 
'^  value  of  the  Groods  imported  and  expoi'ted,  end 
*f  the  advantages  each  Branch  is  supposed  to  derive 
'^  &om  the  Protection  afforded  by  the  Marine  Po«> 
"  lice  Institution.'* 

This  Proposal,  with  various  explanatory  Observa.* 
tions,  was  transmitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  West* 
Ibdia  Committee,  to  the  Governors  and  Directors  of 
the  different  Chartered  Companies ;  and  also  to  th6' 
Chairman  or  principal  Merchants  concerned  in  the 
other  Branches  of  Trade  to  the  Port  of  London,  for* 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Design  into  effect. 

Under,  these  circumstances  it  became  necessary 
to  new-model  the  Bill, — to  introduce  the  financial 
part  of  the  System,  which  had  not  been  before  in  con- 
templation, and  to  adapt  the  various  provisions  to  the 
general  interest  of  the  whole  Commerce  of  the  Port. 

While  the  arrangements  of  this  System  of  Police 
extends  e<]ual  security  to  every  species  of  Com- 
mercial Property,  the  management  of  the  Fiuid  re- 
mains exclusively  in  the  bands  of  Commissioners, 
appointed  by  the  whole  Body  of  the   Mercjhants 

S  themselves^ 
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themselves,  never  to  exceed  Ten  Thimsand  Bounds  n 
y$ary  and  with  power  to  dimtnisb  it  to  any  sum,  on  a 
supposition,  that  by  degrees  the  habits  and  morals  of 
the  Labourers  and  Mariners  in  the  Ships,  Vessels,  and 
Craft  upon  the  River,  may  be  so  improved  as  to 
render  a  less  expensive  Guard  necessary. 

The  measure  in  view  is  to  employ  this  Fund  in 
c;xtepsive  Guards  upon  the  River,  so  as  to  supersede 
t^  necessity  of  the  numerous  inefficient  Watchmen 
4t  present  employed,  at  a  very  enormous  and  certain 
Wpence,  while  the  Depredations  which  have  been 
conmitted  prove  bow  uncertain  and  doubtful  the 
advantages  are,  which  arise  from  this  very  deficient 
Syaiem* 

.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  siAalitute  to  this 
scanty  and  incompetent  Guard,  a  well-regulated 
permanent  £$t«J9lishment  of  Police  Officers,  com- 
]0[«beiiding  a  Qvil  Force  which  shall  be  competent 
tp  a&rd  Compkte  Protection  $  and  so  arranged,  dis^ 
ciplined,  and  instructed,  as  to  insure  Fidelity  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  requited,  not  only  by  means  of 
tiie  control  of  Superior  Officers,  but  by  the  regular 
Periodical  Reliefs,  which  are  pn>poani ;  thereby  en* 
suriflg  the  same  attention  and  punctuality  which  pre- 
vails in  a  disciplined  Army,  with  the  absolute  cer- 
tainty, that  the  Commercial  Property  ladra  and  dis- 
charged in  tl?c  Port  of  London,  shall  never  bo  with* 
out  th§t  si)ecics  of  Protection,  which  shall  secure  it 
from  Pillage  and  Depredation,  in  all  situations  whe- 
ther 


tbcr  iBiationary  on  tbe  QxMjt^  or  in  tiMftt  iipM  the 
RiT«r. 

One  of  the  principal  ob^ecte  of  t&e  Bill  is  to  givtt' 
extension  to  the  legal  Poweis  md  Penaltiei  coe«* 
tained  in  the  Aet  of  2  Geo.  IIL  cap.  38.  (already  er* 
phuHiied)  on  the  one  hand  ;  while  on  tbe  other  it  pro* 
videg  a  competent  Forocy  adequate  in  point  of  Nam- 
berti  aa  i^vell  aa  Funda^  to  accoaopliah  tbe  Pireventive 
System  wlMch  is  in  contenipk(tfoo* 

In  the  framing  of  thia  important  Bill,(/)  open 
which  the  Security  of  Comniercial  Property^  whether 
in  Docks  or  in  the  /Srwr,  will,  m  so  gfeat  a  degree 
depend,  nothing  can  eseeed  the  aniiety  and  care 
which  have  been  mam  fested  in  gtuirding  Inm^m^e  from 
O^ismnf  and  of  divMmg  Fvwer  of  the  Rtadty  of 
Ahu$e. 

k  extenda  to  every  objMt  calculnted  to  (bm  la 
complete  Systtm  of  Prevention  at  the  least  possthte 
expence,  and  fully  provides  fw  the  fres0rvafion  of  the 
B^ie  and  Fnvileges  of  the  Gty  of  Londom. 

The  utmost  auentton  baa  been  bestowed  in  anti- 
c^foting  and  obviating  CTery  pos^ble  objacticn  vAi\c\\ 
CQold  be  i^ged  ittoppoaition  to  every  single  Clause  : 
and  it  is  pMsumed  the  Bill  may  be  said,  with  justice, 
to  have  originated  ia  the  purest  spirit  of  Pstriotism, 
and  the  most  disinterested  desine  to  do  good,  since 
the  Promoittr  of  tbe  whole  of  the  Design,  does  not 
contemplate  any  personal  advantage,  from  its  pas&« 
ing  into  a  law,   and  baa  received   no  reward  hot 

(/)  For  an  Abstract  of  the  Bill,  sec  Appendix,  No.  VIIL 

S  2  that 
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that  which  ame$  from  the  consciousness  of  wish-' ; 

• 

ing  to  render  an  essential  service  to  his.Countcy.— * 
However  much  he  may  rie^et^  that  the  avocations 
of  those  who  are  more  immediately  interested  in  the. 
benefits  which  have  arisen^,  and  must  unquestionably 
arise  from  this  arduous  undertaking!  prevent  an  ac- 
curate and  minute  investigation  of  the  real  advan- 
tages which  have  been  obtained^  he  consoles  himself 
with  the  hope,  that  .the  period  is  not  far  distant  when 
in  theeflettof  the  System  it  will  be  manifest^  ^^  thai 
the  Commerce  and  Revenue^  as  well  as  the  Public  In^ 
teresty  as  it  relates  to  his  Majesty s  Stores,  have  henC'- 
jited  to,  anextent  very  far  exceeding  aty  Estimate  which 
has  heen  formed  J** 

The  conclusions  which  have  been  made^  standing 
as  they  do  on  the  immutable  basis  of  Truths  will 
rtown  6cni  And  incootrovertible.   The  mdre  they  are 
considered!  the  more  will  they  develope  the  exten-  * 
sive  utility  of  the  design. 

It  has  been  none  of  the  least  of  the  misfortunes 
which  has  attended  the  interests  of  the  Commerce 
of  the  greatest  Port  in  the  Worlds  that  no  general  - 
Union  existed  among  its  Merchants.  That  they 
might  be  literally  compared  to  a  Eope  of  Sand,  inca- 
pable of  uniting  either  knowledge  or  talents  (al- 
though they  possess  a  very  great  portion  of  both)  in 
suggesting  and  carrying  into  effect  Plans  for  the  ^ 
general  interest  of  the  whole  Body* 

On  this  occasion  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  re-< 
move  this  obstruction^  to  which  is  to  be  attributed^ 

almost 
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almost  all  the  evils  which  have  been  brought  under 
the  review  of  the  Reader  in  this  Work. 

To  this  cause  perhaps,  is  '  also  to  be  ascribed,  the 
delays  which  have  occurned  in  obtaining  Docks^  and 
innumerable  obstructions  to  the  improvements  of  the 
Port,  and  the  general  benefit  of  its  Conrmiercd  and 
Revenue. 

The  Bill  in  question  among  many  other  great  and 
incalculableadvantages  will,without  exciting  a  particle 
s  of  jealousy  by  conferring  power,  remove  this  Barrier 
to  useful  improvements.  The  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London,  from  being  heretofore  attended  to  by  no^ 
body,  will  have  efficient  Guardians,  with  power  only 
to  do  good,  and  without  the.  faculty  of  doing  eviL 
Such  an  Institution  caniiot  therefore,  be  too  highly 
appreciated  ;  but  perhaps  it  will  tenoain  for  Pov 
terity  to  discover  the,  true  extent  and.v^lue  of  the 
ben^ta  which  it  will  confer. 

It  has  been  argued  speciously,  that  Docks  will  su* 
persede  the  necessity  of  a  Police;  but  reasons  equally 
conclusive  may  be  offered  why  those  £6taUisl)(neut|i 
will  incsease  that  necessity. 

Men  inured  to  a  course  of  Crimes,  are  not  to  b^ 
made  honest  by  increasing  the  conveniences  for 
shipping  and  discharging  Cargoes,  whatever  thesf 
accommodations  may  be. 

The  more  closely  they  are  connected,  and  the 
smaller  the  bounds  in  which  a  multitude  of  labour- 
ing People  are  collected^  the  greater  is  the  danger* 
Jt  is  impossible  to  lade  or  deliver  Cargoes^  or  to 

stow 
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Stow  or  deposit  Merdwndtae  in  Warehouses^  vikh- 
out  the  interyendon  of  Ltbourers  ;  and  equally  im- 
practicable^ to  coatrd  tbeu*  unroly  paanons  and  ra- 
pacioiis  desires^  while  thus  emplo^  by  the  tMn- 
mon  mckasuros  of  Precauticxi,  which  can  be  exerciaed 
in  the  usual  course  of  busitiess.  The  Comman 
Watchmen^  on  such  occasions,  possess  no  orerawing 
ifljfliuence.  Their  power,  when  conopared  with  that 
of  disciplined  Bolice  Officers,  operates  upon  the 
minds  of  Delinquents,  in  the  same  manner  as  men 
without  Weapons  of  Oflence,  compared  with  an 
Army  of  Soldiers  properly  accoutred  (or  War.  To 
prevent  Crimes,  means  must  be  employed  to  brtn^^ 
4X)nstantly  under  the  view  of  the  Delinquetn,  the  fear 
of  Detection  and  the  certainty  of  being  conveyed  to 
-a  Magistrate.  This  e^ct  bebngs  excluttvely  to  the 
^Science  of  IVeventive  F6lice,  which  is  only  begin^ 
ning  to  be  understood.  Experience  has  shewn  how 
*powerfliHy  it  affects  the  mind  ;  and  it  requires  only 
a  slight  knowledge  of  Human  Natore  to  conceive  t 
teason  why  it  must  op^^te  as  a  means,  of  prevention. 

The  want  of  the  application  of  this  Science  has 
exp6sed  the  Property  in  the  Docks  and  Warehouses 
lit  Lherfwl  to  considerable  Pillage.  The  same  will  be 
ttie  case  in  London,  if  it  does  not  become  the  pro- 
vince of  those,  who  are  known  to  have  the  power  of 
pOTiishment,  to  attend  to  this  particular  Department. 

As  soon  as  the  Docks,  now  in  progress,  shall  ha\'c 
received  FI(5ets  for  the  purpose  of  discharge,  a  num- 
ber 
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l)cr  of  Labourers,  from  2  to  3000,  many  of  them  in 
the  habit  of  committing  crimes,  must  necessarily  be 
admitted  constantly  into  them.  In  what  manner  is  this 
multitude  of  depraved  characters,  to  be  pretrented 
from  committing  Excesses  ?  The  Functions  of  the 
Dockmaster  have  no  relation  to  t-his  object,  nor  would 
any  arrangement  he  could  make  for  preventing  dis- 
orders avaiK     Unskilled  in  the  mode  of  Detection^ 
and  incapable,  from  other  business^^from  ignorance 
of  the  Law,  or  from  timidity  at  the  view  of  audacious 
Kapacity  and  Opposition,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  act  so  as  to  overawe  Offenders,  or  to^  keep 
them  within  bounds.    Wherever  multitudes  of  de» 
praved  characters  are  collected  in  one  spot,  Danger  is 
immediately  and  at  aU  times  to  be  apprehended.     The 
class  of  aquatic  Labourers  on  the  Thames  differ  from 
all  others,  inasmuch  as  their  attention  is  constantly 
directed  towards  Plunder,  and  the  means  of  procur- 
ing and  concealing  it.   They  are  in  this  view  placing 
themselves   constantly  in    direct  opposition  to  the 
intentions  of  their  Employers,  who  are  perhaps^  at 
the  moment  unconscious  of  what  is  going  fonvard. 
Being  alt  equally  desirous  of  obtaining  Plunder,  they 
are  of  course  disposed,  if  resistance  is  necessar)',  to 
support  one  another.     Wherever  masses  of  Property 
are  collected  together,  Crimes  will  increase,  and  La- 
bourers wifl  commit  acts  of  Pillage.    It  is  found  to 
be  the  case  in  his  Majesty *8  Dock-yards,  where  the 
Labourers  are  much  more  select  than  they  can  possi^ 
bly  be  in  Cotnmercial  Docks.     It  is  even  known  to 

exist 
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exist  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  East-India  Ware^- 
houses, where  still  greater  pains  are  bestowed  in  respect 
to  the  character  of  those  who  are  employed.  In  the 
Liverpool  Docks  it  has  been  already  mentioned  to  be 
an  evil  which  nether  the  Docks  nor  the  Ware-' 
houses  has  been  able  to  prevent.  The  reason  is 
obvious.  No  means  of  overawing  Delinquents  exist 
at  any  of  these  Repositories:  when  detected  in  acts 
of  Pillage,  they  are  often  suffered  to  escape  on  re- 
storing the  Plunder.  The  barrier  between  Crimes 
and  Punishments  is  strong  wherever  the  facilities 
arising  from  a  Police  cannot  be  obtained.  The  mind 
of  man  relents— The  teazing  difficulties  attending 
Prosecutions  restrain  the  disposition,  which  other- 
wise would  exist  to  make  examples,  and  hence  petty 
Thieves  have  become  more  audacious  and  numerous 
as  property  has  increased.  It.  is  only  by.  the  direct 
application  of  an  appropriate  Police,  that  Delin- 
quents can  be  overawed  and  restrained.  Deprive  the 
Docks  of  the  Security  attached  to  Regulations  founded 
©n  the  Science  of  Police,  and  enforced  by  its  Power, 
and  Excesses  and  Crimes  will  be  committed  in  spite 
of  Lochy  GateSy  and  evtty  other  Preventive  Arrange* 
ment^  short  of  an  overawing  System.  Security  in  this 
respect  is  only  to  be  obtained,  by  making  it  the  sole 
duty  of  a  certain  number  of  Individuals,  properly  in- 
structed and  relieved  at  certain  periods  by  others,  to 
watch  over  the  conduct  of  those  loose  characters,  to 
whose  rapacity  the  imn>ense  Property  deposited  io 
the  Docks   must  unavoidably  be  exposed,      But 

these 


tb6se  guards  mast  be  trained  to  this  partioul^  duty, 
and  kept  pure  by  checks^  ta  be  established  under  the 
control  of  a  vigilant  magistracy.  If  not-^tbey  vriU 
be  of  little  use. 

It  is  the  dread  of  the  existing  power  of  immediate 
detection,  and  .the  certainty  of  punishment  as  the 
consequence  of  this  dctectionj  that  restrains .  men  of 
loose  morals  from  the  commission  of  offences.  £x-> 
perience  has  shown  how  inadequate  common  Watch<^ 
men  are  to  excite  such  impressions,  and  bow  power* 
fully  they  have  operated  in  cases  where  Officers  of 
Police  stood  in  the  same  situ0tioQ.(^)  This  truth 
cannot  be  too^forcibly,  or  too  frequently  impressed 
upon  the  mind,  wherever  arrangements .  are  to  be 

« 

Ig)  The  Marine  Police,  as  recently  exeiq>lified,  may  be  consider^ 
ed  as  qaite  a  new  Science,  not  yet  perfectly  onderttood.  It  ope- 
rates  as  a  restraint  of  the  most  powerful  kind  upon  classes  of  de- 
linqoents,  who  would  be  restrained  by  noother  means.  To  the  Sytttm 
of  ▼igihuice  which  has  overawed  the  Criminal  actions  of  Labourers 
upon  the  River,  j<»ned  to  the  imminent  danger  of  detection,  is  to 
be  attributed  the  general  success  of  the  design.  Wherever  this 
ipecies  of  Polioe  attaches,  good  order  and  security  will  prevail  evea 
among  the  most  depraved  and  ferocious  in  civil  society*  Where  it 
does  not,  confussion,  irregularity  and  crimes  must  be  expected* 
Wherever  great  bodies  of  aquatic  labourers  are  collected  together, 
the  risque  of  danger  from  turbulent  behavionr,  will  be  greater,  in 
proportion  to  the  nmoljer  of  depraved  characters  who  are  collected 
together  in  one  tfoti  and  hence  it  follows,  that  mischief  may  be 
more  easily  hatched  in  Docks  than  oo  the  River.  A  Police  only 
can  counteract  this ;  and  to  the  same  preventive  system  will  the 
Commerce  of  the  Port  be  indebted  for  securing  1)oth  the  Docka  and 
the  Pool  from  conflagration.  In  fine,  under  eveiy  circumstance 
where  property  is  exposed,  m  preventive  Police  mutt  be  itsorted  to  in 
wdrr  10  be  lecvit*  ^ 

£»rm€d> 


966  «UBATX«B  (Mr 

Ibrmed  fer  destroying  the  Criminal  CdnAdeivctes^ 
irhich  the  gradual  increase  of  Commerce  g^enerated; 
«rbOe  no  {Mice  existed  to  cut  down  the  noxious 
exuberances  which  grew  up  as  property  increltsed ; 
sapping  the  foundation  of  all  moraisy  and  annojnng 
the  industrious  and  innocent  part  of  the  Com* 
munity. 

These  evil  }Ht>pene}ties  and  noxious  qitatities  in 
the  huHMm  mind  in  a  state  of  depravity^  are  not  to 
be  removed  by  waihf  within  vrbicb  evil  doers  must 
be  admitted  ;  neither  wilt  kcks  nor  bati  avail,  where 
indiscriminate  multitudes  are  to  be  congr^ated  in 
one  8fx>t«  Restraints  are  only  to  be  efl^cted  by  the 
tcrofig  and  overawing  hand  of  power,  constantly  ex* 
hibited  in  the  view  of  those  who  contemplate  the 
commission  of  crimes,  more  especially  where  the 
moral  turpitude  of  the  action  has  no  repulsive  effect 
upon  tlie  mind. 

Nor  can  it  be  argued  with  truth,  that  any  solid 
objection  exists  on  the  score  of  expence^  since  that  wil} 
t«  shared  among  the  vast  qmaotity  of  Sbifipiog  and 
their  Cargoes  to  which  the  general  system  of  Prfice, 
So  indispensably  necessary  to  protect  the  Property  in 
quGstipo^  iriU  a|iply.  These^  it  haa  been  seee^ 
amoant  to  upwards  ef  T^fftten  T^usmnf  Trading 
Fessehy  besides  the  multitude  of  Craft  already 
enivw^HUedi  whklv  in  the  ceutse  of  a  yeaf^  wiU 
iade  end  discharge  in  the  River,  independent  of 
the  400  West-India  Ships,  for  which  the  Docks  are 
appropriated.  « 

,  -  -     *•  A  general 
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A  general  Police  therefore,  aided  by  an  tmptwei 
Legislative  System^  such  aa  has  been  already  es:* 
plained,  will  be  found  indispensably  hecessary  under 
all  circumstances,  even  if  all  the  Docks  which  have 
been  in  contemplation  were  carried  into  execntiom 
It  is  by  such  means  only  that  disorders  are  to  be  n^ 
pressed,  good  order  maintained,  and  confl^^ticms 
prevented. 

Detachments  of  Police  Guards,  can  be  furnished 
at  a  less  expence  to  protect  Merchandise  locally 
situated,  than  the  same  service  can  be  pei'formed  in 
any  other  way  ;  with  this  great  additional  advantage, 
that  while  these  Guards  secure  the  Property  of  Iiu 
dividuals,  and  the  Revenue  of  the  State  from  wasta 
and  spoliation,  they  repress  and  prevent  tumults  and 
maintain  good  order. 

A  general  System  of  Police  therefore,  applicable 
to  every  part  of  the  River,  and  to  every  DocI:  $md 
Landing-place,  would  seeoi  to  be  nfidispensahly  ne* 
eessiM7;  while,  on  the  score  of  expence,  it  would  be 
found  infinitely  more  oscononDtical  than  any  other 
mode  that  could  be  adopted ;  and  when  the  proposed 
actual  burden  upon  the  Trade  and  Shipping  is 
IfSMOffm  to  be  limited  to  Tm  TbouSfOnd  Fmauk  d 
year^  beyond  which  it  cannot  be  extended,  although 
it  may  be  reduced  to  any  sum ;  and  when  it  is 
also  considered  that  the  whole  is  to  be  appropriated 
by  the  Commercial  Cammssiamrs  cho^n  hy  the  Trade 
a$  large,  to  the  expence  o(  the  Rrvcr  Guards, 
without  any  appropriation  for  remunerating  Magis- 
trates 
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Irates  (on  whom  the  whole  weight  and  respon- 
e3>ility  of  management  will  rest)  or  in  suppor^- 
ing  the  Judicial  Establishment  ;(A)  it  would  seem 
that  every  difficulty  is  removed,  and  every  objection 
anticipeted  in  the  structure  of  this  design,  ;vfhich 
could  operate  as  an  obstruction  either  to  its  execu*^ 
lion  or  its  permanency. 

In  apportioning  this  expence  upon  the  Trade, 
due  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  degree  of  benefit 
which  each  branch  will  enjoy,  by  taking  into  consi* 
deration  the  ex^gnf  of  ihe  Tonnage,  the  value  of  the 
aggregate  property  exposed  to  depredation,  and  the 
degree  of  risque  which  attaches  to  the  Merchandise 
imported  and  exported  by  each  class. 

In  calculating  however,  thqse  risques^  the  actual 
losses  heretofore  estimated  to  be  sustained  by  each 
branch  of  trade,  has  not  been  consicfercd  as  the 
^iterion  ;  nor  can  it  be  deemed  a  just  rule,  since  the 
operations  of  the  temporary  Police  has  reduced  the 
loss  on  West-India  property  to  one-fiftieth  part  of 
the  amount  of  former  depredations,  and  placed  all 
the  other  branches  of  Commerce  nearly  on  an  equal 
footing. 

In  forming,  therefore,  the  general  estimate 
(which  will  of  course  be  subject  to  such  modifica- 
tions as  those  who  are  appointed  to  act  for  the  Trade  - 

{h)  The  Judicial  Institution  is  (Proposed  to  be  supported  by 
Gorenixnenti  whose  monificence  already  in  keeping  up  the  Esta- 
Uishnient,  while  the  West-India  ships  were  on  their  voyages^  and 
in  contributing  in  other  respects  to  the  pecuniary  aid  of  the  Sys- 
ttm,  deservet  the  thanks  of  the  whole  Conuaercial  body. 

at 
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«t  largfe  shall  deem  €t,  before  the  Bill  pasaee  iiUo  a 
•  law,)  the  Judgineiit  exercised  has  been  without  bia% 
and  with  an  itnn^diate  view  to  the  relative  ioterests^ 
ofldl  who  are,  to  coatrihute  to  this  fund^  which  la 
•explained  in  the  following 

PROPOSAL, 

Far  raising  a  fund  applicable  to  Police  purpo/es,  calculated  on  ike  It^ 
pariation  and  Exportation  of  the  Port  of  London,  for  the  year  endu^ 
Jamiafy  5,  t798»  according  to  the  value  of  the  Gsods  imported  and 
exported,  and  to  the  advantages  each  branch  of  Trade  is  supposed  io 
derivefoom  the  protection  afforded. 


Speci£cation  of  diffbrent 
Ttades. 


East  Indie$    .... 

WestlMies 

Brit.  Aiperican  Col#nies 
Africa  imd  the  Cafte  . 
Southern  Fishery  .  . 
Greenland  Fishery  . 
United  States  of  Anierica 
MeditAmacan  A  Turkey 

Spain   . 

Portugiai 

France 

Austritti  FUndert  .  . 

Holland 

Germany    <    •    •   •  . 

Prussia 

Poland    ...... 

Sweden  •  •   • 
9eDmaffc  and  Norway 

Russia 

Guemseyt  Jersey,  Sec. 
Ireland  ...... 

Coasting  Tndt  .  .  . 
Coal  Trade    •  «   .   . 


Value  of 
Imports. 

6,^44,000 


7, 118^,000   3,895,00011,013,000 


29.1,000 


Sa^Qoc    .  449,000 


250,000 

64,060 . 

,1,517,000 

S9*>»ooo 

776,000 

414,000 

16,00c 

21,000 

673,000 

i,658;ooc 

221,000 

207,000 

153^000 

95,000 

1,565,00c 

219,000 

1,879,000 

4,100,000 

1,700,000 


Value  of 
Exports. 


Total  value] 

of  imports  No. 


3,9j8,ooo 


1,347,000 


1 


30,9j3,ooo 


[J43 

•  •  •        •  • 

3,899,00c 
119,000 
171,000 

439,000 
860,00c 
118,000 
1,538,000 
8,014,000 
211,000 

35.000 
169,000 

711,000 

452,00c 

83,000 

.  660,000 

2,500,000 

10,000 


and  exports 

7- 

10,502,000 


29,638,000 


1,638,000 
53'fOOo 
250,000 
64,000 

5,416,000 
509.000 
947,000 
853,000 
876,000 
139,000 

2,211,000 

10,672,000 
43i.OOQ 
242,000 
322,000 
806,000 

2,017,000 
301,000 

a,539»ooo 

6,600,000 

1,710,000 


ofl 
Ships. 


53 

346 

68 

17 
29 

x6 

140 

7a 
121 

t8o| 

56 
66 

3^9 

»35 

608 

69 

109 

202 
230 

4^ 
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6,500 
3.676 


60,591,000113.444 


Ton*. 


m 

as 


6 


Total 

Tono^ 
Dues. 


41,466 
101,4^4  6 
13,986 
4»3J6 

7.461 

3af»i3 

14.757 
16,509 

17,670 
5.573 
5.«04< 

19,166 

37,647 

56,955 

17«2I01 
14,25a 
48,469 

56,131 

5.344 

34.824 

560,000 

656,000 


1.779,3^6 


5 

41 

2 

1 

5 
4 
4 
3 
4 

a 
2 

« 

ft 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 
I 


Of  this  aggregate  (  or  three-sixths  is  propofed  to  be  raiftd  on  Imports 

{  of  two-sixths on  Exports 

one-sixth on  Shipping 


c 

ioj6 

»537 
293 

7» 
62 

20 

S70 

a45 

^7S 
345 
97 
4* 
«59 
7^ 
355 
143 

nt 

404 

700 

44 

270 

1*5 
683 


10,000 

.  5000 

-     3334 
.     1666 

••-■^»^» 

iC«o.oo» 


When 
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Wlien  the  Immense  property  which  is  to  be  jpn- 
tecled  is  taken  into  considcratkm^  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  foregoing  Table,  to  amount  to 
upvwrds  of  Sixty  Miltions  a  year,  contained  in 
above  three  Million  of  Packages,  all  subjected,  mom 
or  less,  to  the  risque  of  Pillage,  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  raised  to  attain  so  great  a  purpose,  as  the  preser* 
iration  of  half  a  Million  sterling,  which  is  eitimated 
to  have  been  plundered  annually,  can  certainly  be  no 
object. — Upon  such  an  extensive  scaleof  Commerce,  it 
is  scarcely  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  To  use  a  commercial 
metaphor, '  it  is  em|doying  money  where  the  yearly 
return  (exclusive  of  the  West4ndia  Trade)  will 
amount  to  2d00L  per  cent«  But  it  is  even  doubtful 
when  the  present  expence  of  watching  is  taken  into 
the  account,  whether  it  will  cost  the  Trade  a  tingle 
farthing  upon  the  whole. 

Itwill  be  seen  also  by  a  reference  to  this  Table,  thai 
it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  Police  fund  in  the  first  u^ 
stance  upon  the  Tonnage'  of  the  Ships,  nearly  upoB 
the  plan  which  is  adopted  with  respect  to  Light- 
houses. The  Bill  provides,  that  it  shall  be  received 
at  the  Custom-house  before  the  Ships  enter  or  ckar^ 
and  paid  r^ularly  by  the  Collector  to  such  TrsasuMr 
as  the  Commercial  Commissioners  shall  appoint,  and 
that  it  shall  be  entirely  under  their  control. 

The  Ship-Owners,  or  their  Agents,  who  advance 
this  money,  in  the  mean  time  are  authorised  by  the. 
Bill  to  make  a  charge  in  their  freight  notes  to  each 

6  ,^  shipper 
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shippcir  or  importer  accordmg  to  the  Tons  of  Goods^  * 
which  may  either  be  exported  or  hoded  according  to 
the  rate  specified  in  the  Table,  deducting  therefrom 
one-sixth  part  which  (alls  upon  the  Ship.«~W}Nie 
much  consideration  has  been  bestowed  in  framing  the 
clauses  in  the  Bill  which  relate  to  thia  object,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  trcRible ;  nothing  can  exceed  in  point 
of  anxiety,  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  ta  guard 
both  the  shippers  and  importers  against  frauds  in 
proportioning  the  charge,  so  that  no  greater  expence 
than  the  hma  fide  Tonnage  9hall  &H  upoa  the  Mer« 
chants,  which  widl  be  found  in  its  innumeraUe  msth^ 
divisions;  to  be  a  very  trifling  borden  to  the  vadoM 
classes  of  Importers  and  Exporters,  who  are  tabiene^ 
so  essentially  by  the  vtfy  use&l  application  of  this 
incoosfderable  sum  of  money. 

Were  its  benefits  to  extend  no  &rtber  than  Ixr 
reatrstn  and  fcoap  within  bounds,  the  evil  babita  and 
utipfiBcipIed  dispositions  of  nantical  bbonNsfS,  and 
to  goard  the  Shipping  and  the  Bort  isgainst  accidents 
by  fire  or  by  tempestuous  weather  in  the  night,  if 
wonld,  to  attain  such  objects,  become  a  cheap  pur- 
chase ;  but  when  it  has  been  seen  in  this»  and  the 
pmceding  Chapters,  that  it  is  intended  and  ex- 
pected, to  compass  the  great  object  of  renovating  the 
relaxed  morals  of  the  lower  classes  who  labour  on  the 
Raver,  and  to  secure  the  vast  iioating  Property  from 
pflbge  and  depredation  ;  candour  tnust  admit^  that 
even  ten  times  the  proposed  sum  would  not  be  too 

high 
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]vgh  a  price  for  the'  benefits  which  are  contemphrteJ/ 
and  which  will,  most  assuredly,  result  from  the  syi- 
t«m>  if  the  Bill,  which  has  already  been  broug<ht 
under  the  review  of  the  Reader^  shall  pass  into  a 
law. 

Under  this  mild  and  appropriate  system  of  legisla- 
tion, in  framing  which  every  aid  that  could  be  de- 
rived from  labour  and  experience,  has  been  exhausted 
to  render  it  as  perfect  as  possible,  there  will  be  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  relaxation  of  the  energy  of 
the  Bystem.    In  whatever  hands  the  superintending 
execution  may  be  placed,  it  must  retain  its  vigour 
and  preserve  its  utility.    To  secure  this  essential- 
point,  without  which,  many  of  the  best  institutions 
moulder  into  sinecures,  the  powers  of  the  mind  have 
been  anxiously   employed   in  establishing  checks, 
wjiich  ciannot  fail  to  secure  a  permanent  energetic 
eieeutiotl.O)    To  the  Comfnercial  body,  therefore, 
who  trade  to  Md  from  the  Port  of  London,  this  Bill  ' 
will  prove  a  treasure  which  can  never  be  sufficiently 

(t)  The  unintemipted  energy  of  the  system  is  secured  by  tlie 
^wer  vested  in  the  Comznissiontrs,  who  manage  the  Police  fund, 
to  with>hoid  topplies,  in  case  they  arc  not  satisfied  with  the  proper 
conduct  of  those  in  the  immediate  management,  or  with  respect  to 
the  advantages  resulting  from  the  Police  in  generalj  in  secuung 
Commercial  Property  against  depredations. 

The  checks  thus  established,  cannot  fail  to  secure  a  pcrm^ne&t 
aodonoeasmg  attention  to  the  means  of  supporting  the  system  in 
its  full  vigour*    Since  the  subsistence  of  those  engaged  in  the  exe.. 
cutioQi  will  depend  on  the  energy  they  display,  and  the  good 
tSeets  whidi  it  produces, 

2  estimated 
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estimated.  The  good  eflects  which  it  will  prodace, 
will  develope  themselves  every  year  in  the  removal 
of  evils  and  pressures^  in  a  manner  hitherto  conceived 
impracticable^  because  the  labour  of  previous  inves-> 
ligation  was  Herculean,  and  such  as  was  not  likely 
to  be  undertaken. 

The  ground,  however,  has  been  at  length  cleared. 
The  evils  have  been  brought  within  a  focus  capable 
of  being  contemplated,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
detail.  Their  extent  and  magnitude  have  been  finally 
understood,  and  such  remedies  have  been  suggested, 
as,  when  fairly  applied,  will  unquestionably  be  suc- 
cessful, if  the  System  of  Legislation  which  has  been 
proposed  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
An  explanation  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  salutary  measure,  together  with  a  summary 
view  of  the  proposed  Bill,  will  form  the  subject  of 
the  succeeding  Chapter. 


T  CHAP, 
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CHAP.    IX. 

A  Summary  Explanation  of  the  advantages  winch  will 
remit  from  an  impoved  System  of  Legislation  for 
the  River  Thames. — A  General  View  of  the  various 
powers  and  provisions  of  the  proposed  Bill,  under 
twelve  different  heads,  with  explanatory  notes. — The 
advantages  of  the  System  (when  aided  hy  pecuniary 
energy)  explained,  in  counteracting  the  desigiis  of 
evil  disposed  persons,  and  preventing  Depredations 
on  the  River,  Quays,  Warehouses,  ^c. — The  security 
thus  obtained  will  result  from  the  Design  having  its 
foundation  in  an  improved  Legislative  System  of 
Police  (Economy,  having  Magistrates  armed  with 
apposite  and  proper  powers: — The  advantages  of 
such  powers  to  Land'Constahles,River'Patroles,  &c. 
in  giving  effect  to  their  exertions  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  Property. — The  security  and  oeconomy 
which  will  attach  to  the  discharging  System  hy  the 
operation  of  the  proposed  Law,  and  the  benefits 
which  will  be  derived  from  the  exercise  of  the 
powers  and  functions  of  the  Commercial  Commis- 
sioners — In  the  general  security  of  Property  \  the 
increase  of  the  Revenue ;  the  improvement  of  the 
morals  of  the  people  ;  and  holding  out  an  example  to 
every  Commercial  Port  in  the  Kingdom. — Concluding 
Observations. 

Although 


filVER   PaLICE*  275 


XXLTHouGH  it  must  be  evident  from  what  has  been 
already  stated^  that  the  completion  of  the  System  of 
Police  for  the  River  Thames,  by  placing  it  on 
the  firm  basis  of  Legislative  Authority ^  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  incalculable  advantages  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Port,  yet  it  may  be  of  importance,  with  a  view  to 
the  further  elucidation  of  this  branch  of  the  Subject, 
to  give  the  following  summary  detail  and  explana* 
tion  of  the  nature  of  these  advantages,  as  resulting 
from  the  improvement  of  the  Laws  with  respect  to 
the  River  Police ;  and  from  the  measures  and 
arrangments  which  will  be  grounded  on  the  Legisla- 
tive and  pecuniary  energy,  w^hich  will  thus  be  created 
and  rendered  effective. 

The  leading  objects  of  the  Thames  Police  Bill, 
which  have  been  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
Government  by  the  General  Committee  of  Mer- 
chants, are  these  following  : — 

L  To  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  32  Geo.  IIL 
Cap.  53.  (commonly  called  the  Police  Act,)  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  appointment  of  Special  Justices,  to  sit  at  a  Public 
Office,  at  or  near  Wapping  New- Stairs,  and  to  conduct 
and  superintend  the  System  of  the  Thames  Police;  with 
jpowcr  to  the  Judicial  Clerks  to  receive  the  established  legal 
Fees,  and  to  pay  the  same»  together  with  penalties  and  for- 
feitures, into  the  hands  of  a  General  Receiver,  towards  a 
Fund  for  the  Judicial  Department  of  the  general  System, — 
called  the  Office  Fund. 

xa  II. 
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il.  To  authorise  the  Special  Justices,  nominated  by  His 
Majesty,  to  appoint  and  dismiss  Offict-ConstabUs^  River ^ 
Surveyon  and  their  JVatermen^  Ship^Comtables  and  ^uay^ 
Guards 'y  and  also  to  empower  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
:»nd  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  Assistants  of  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  to  dismiss  any  of  these  Officers  on  any  well* 
grounded  charge  of  Misbehaviour.  Their  authority  to 
act  as  Constables,  to  be  limited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Special  Justices,  and  in  no  case  to  extend  to  the  City  of 
London.   . 

IIL  To  give  power  to  Commissioners,  chosen  by  and  repre* 
renting  twenty*cight  different  Trading  Bodies  in  the  Port  of 
London,  to  lay  a  limited  Assessment  on  Trade,  to  be 
(icnominated  The  Thames  Police  Guard  Fund,  to  be  raised  by 
Tonnage  duties,  {k)  the  amount  of  which  is  at  no  time  to 
exceed  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  t  year  j  and  which  may  be 
reduced  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioners,  according 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  case.— The  Commissioners  to  fill 
up  Vacancies  in  their  own  Body ;  to  appoint  a  Collector, 
Treasurer,  Cashier,  and  Auditors,  &c. — To  regulate  the 
dresses  of  Lumpers,  by  prohibiting  habiliments  contrived 
(as  at  present)  for  secreting  Plunder,  and  to  make  regulations 
lof  the  government  of  Lumpers. — ^Tp  appoint  Ship  Inspec- 
tors at  the  instance*  of  Owners  and  Consignees,  for  saving 
Spillings,  Sweepings,  and  Drainings,  &c. — ^To  appoint 
Wharf  Inspectors  with  the  power  of  Constables ;  also, 
Waichotisc  Inspectors  at  the  instance  of  the  Owners  and 
Consignees. — ^To  devise  Tickets,  without  which  Lighters 
navigating  in  the  night  may  be  stopped  as  suspicious  ;  with 
Ckneral  Powers  to  make  regulations  relative  to  the  Shipping, 
Unlading,  Landing,  Warehousing,  and  Sampling  Goods, 
tor  the  prevention  of  Waste,  Accident,  and  Depredation  ( 

(^;.Ste  tke  Table  of  Tonnage  J>g^,  kz.  Chap.  VIIL  page  269. 

but 
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but  with  power  to  the  King  in  Council  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord  Mayor .  and  Aldermen,  the  Treasury  Board,  or  the 
Board  of  Customs,  to  annul  such  regulations, 

IV.  To  give  power,  to  the  Thames-Police  Commission- 
ers, and  the  Special  Justices,  to  grant  an  annual  Licence  at 
their  discretion,  as  in  the  case  of  Ale*hoiises,  to  Master 
Lumpers,  without  which  they  cannot  epcercise  their  profes* 
sion  as  Contractorsj  for  Lading  or  Discharging  Vessels  j;i 
the  River  Thames :  (i)  Licence  duty  to  be  ^.  f  o  a  year,  and 
to  make  a  part  of  thq  Oflipe  Fun^. 

V.To 

(/)  The  proposed  oseasure  of  allotivSng  no  person  to  lade  or  dis. 
charge  Vessels,  who  has  not  been  previously  licensed  and  approved 
by  the  Coramissionen  and  Magistrates,  is  a  most  useful  regolation, 
which  cannot  fiul  to  operate  powerfully  in  reforming  the  criminal 
habits,  both  of  the  Masur  Lumpers  and  the  men  they  employ. 
Tliit  important  trust  will  be  commirted  only  to  men  of  approved 
eharacters,  who  will  feel  a  certain  lesponsifadlity  \  and  the  fear  of 
losing  their  Licence  in  consequence  of  complaints,  on  account  of 
inattentioa  or  neglect,  will  render  them  infinitely  more  alert, 
cautious,  and  attentive,  than  they  have  heretofore  been.  Under 
this  regubtioQ  the  best  men  will  be  selected,  who  will  subject 
themselves  Co  certain  rules  beneficial  to  the  Trade,  and  to  the 
•ecnrity  of  Ships'  Stoits  and  Cargoes  against  Plander. — When  the 
War  is- over,  it  will  be  a  soitable  provision  for  Masters,  Mates, 
and  other  Officers,  who  have  fought  and  bled  in  the  service  of  their 
Country. — At  present  there  are  about 

120  Master  Lumpers  in  tjie  West*India  and  other  Trades, 
lo  do.  in  the  East-lndia  Trade, 

'y  do.  in  the  EascCountry  Trad^ 

25  called  Undertal^ers,  in  the  Coal  Trad^, 

Total   .    \^% 

Of  these,  some  are  very  ex^acptionable  characters,  and  not  a  few 
tH  them  are  Fublicans,  who  have  little  or  no  knowlcclge  them* 

selvcii 
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V.  To  empower  Thamcs-Police  Justices  to  require  Workiiig 
Lumpers  to  register  their  names  at  the  Public  Office,  before 
they  can  be  authorised  to  work  under  Master  Lumpers,  in 
lading  or  discharging  Ships  in  the  River  Thames.  The  Fee 
of  Register  to  be  limited  to  |6d.  each,  and  no  more:  and  a 
small  Penalty  to  be  imposed  on  those  who  work  without 
having  first  procured  a  Certificate,  {m)  Power  als«,  to  require 
the  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  Lumpers,  Coopers ^  fVaier' 
men,  and  Lightermen,  employed  in  Ships  under  discharge. 
To  station  Ship  Constables  on  certain  Terms,  at  the  in* 
stance  of  the  Owners  or  Consignees,  for  the  Protection  of  the 
Cargo.— To  register  the  Contracts  made  with  Master  Lum- 
pers and  Working  Lumpers,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  conditions  of  the  Engagements^  and  thereby  preventing 

.  IDisputes. — To  appoint  any  fit  per^n  recommended  by  a 
Ship*s  Husband,  to  be  a  Ship's  Constable. — And  those  only 
to  be  charged  for,  who  are  sworn  Officers. 

VI.  To  empower  Thames- Pdiee  Suivefon  ta  v»it  Ships,  to 
direct  Ship  Constables  : — ^To  inspect  the  condficf  of  Lum- 

selves  of  Nautical  Officers^  and  trust  to  men  called  Foremen  df 
Gangtf  who  with  some  few  exotptionsj  have  been  no  less  criminal 
than  the  Commoo  Lwnpers.    The  power  of  sekctuig  and  control- 
ing  this  class  of  men  therefore^  becomes  an  object  of  the  greatest 
imporunce  in  rendtriog  the  Preventive  System  complete. 

(m)  This  Regulation  is  expected  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  cm- 
troUng  and  overawing  this  turbulent  and  dtpraved  Chs s  of  Men, 
and  of  course  restraining  them  from  comnutting  acts  df  Pillage  on 
the  CargOi  Stores,  or  Materials  of  the  Ships  on  which  they  are 
employed.  It  has  already  been  seen,  that  they  are  extremely  nif. 
merous,  and  that  their  Morals  are  exceedingly  relaxed.  Where- 
ever  Regulations  can  be  devised,  whereby  they  can  be  prevented 
from  committing  Crimes,  a  service  is  done  to  themselves  and  the 
Community,  while  it  becomes  a  great  act  of  humanity  to  tfaeir 
frmilieSf 

pers. 
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pcrs,  Coopers,  &c. — To  search  Lighters  navigating. at  un- 
seasonable hours,  and  under  suspicious  circumstances. 

VII.  A  Power  to  Thamcs-PoKce  Constables  (similar  to  what 
is  given  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  &c.}  of  Seizure  and  Arrest  on 
view,  in  respect  of  Goods  clandestinely  taken  from  Ships, 
Boats,  Landing-places,  and  Warehouses. 

VIII.  Ship-masters  to  keep  fastened  up  all  the  avenues  to  the 
Hold  of  the  Ship  but  one,  and  that  too  when  Goods  are  not 
discharging : — Power  to  search  Working  Lumpers. 

IX.  Master  Lumpers  bound  under  a  Penalty  to  search  Work« 
ing  Lumpers,  besides  being  responsible  for  specific  losses. 

X.  Powers  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London  ;  the  Special  Justices  of  the  Thames 
Police ;  and  all  other  Justices  having  jurisdiction  where  the 
Offences  may  be  committed,  being  within  the  limits  of  the 
River  Thames,  and  the- Cities  and  Counties  adjacent  thereto. 
Namely : — 

To  inflict  slight  Penalties  by  summary  Procedure  on  circum- 
stantial Evidence,  aided  by  the  Examination  of  the  Delinquent, 
(as  under  the  fiumboac  Act,  and  stden-metal  act  where,  on 
legular  Proof,  it  would  be  Felooy  ;)-^and  to  attach  upon  the 
Practice  of  Depredation,  in  such  stages  of  its  progress  as  are  pre- 
vious, or  subsequent  to  the  Felonious  Act : — To  grant  Warrants 
to  search,  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  supposed  Receivers,  and  in 
Default  of  regular  Proof,  the  Oflfence  punishable  as  a  Misde. 
meanor: — To  trace  suspected  Goods  through  any  number  of 
Hands : — The  Penal  Oflfences  cognizable  in  a  summary  way  are 
these  following — 

ist.  Lumpers  convicted  of  quitting  Work  unlawfully  may  be 
punished  as  other  Labourers  under  the  Act  6  Geo.  III.  cap.  25. 

2d.  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  register  their  Names. 

3d*  Master  Lumpers  convicted  of  neglecting  to  search  Working 
Lompers* 

4th.  Labourers 


280  TREATISE   ON 

4th.  Labourers  and  others  convicted  of  wilfully  injuring  Packages^ 
and  letting  out  their  ContentSi  for  the  purpose  of  profiting  by 
the  Waste. 

5th.  Penons  convicted  of  having  Jiggersi  Bladders  with  noades> 
te.  concealed  fer  the  purpose  of  drawing  off  Liquors. 

6th.  Persons  convicted  of  throwing  Goods  overboard  when  pursued^ 
fer  the  purpose  of  preventing  discovery. 

7th.  Persons  convicted  of  fabricating  false  Bills  of  Parcels  to  Cover 
suspected  Goods. 

Sth.  Persons  convicted  of  not  stopping  suspected  Goods  and  the 
Oflfendersj  when  offered  for  Sale. 

9th.  Persons  convicted  of  having  Qoods  in  their  possession,  sus. 
pected  to  compose  part  of  the  Cargo  or  Materials  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  in  the  River  Thamesj  and  not  giving  an  account  to  the 
satis£iction  of  the  Justice,  how  they  were  obtained. 

lOth.  Persons  convicted  of  carry ing,  or  suffering  to  be  carried. 
Coals  from  Shipsj  Sec*  otherwise  than  in  the  regular  course  of 
Trade. 

ilth.  Persons  convicted  of  refusing  to  assist  Thames  Police  Con- 
subles,  m  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

xxth.  Persons  convicted  of  obstructing  the  execution  of  this  Act. 

13th.  Persons  convicted  of  suppressing  Evidence^  with  a  view  to 
defeat  Justice. 

14th.  Persons  convicted  of  injuring,  damaging,  or  destroying  the 
Thames  Police  GuardrBoats, 

XI.  The  Act  of  the  ad  Geo.  III.  cap.  28.  (Bumboat  Act) 
amended,  with  respect  to  ihc  Procedure  under  Search  War- 
rants, and  the  Power  of  tracing  suspected  Goods  through  any 
number  of  Hands. — Also  with  regard  to  Oflfences  against 
that  Act,  punishable  either  as  such,  or  as  against  this  Act, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  Case.  Boats  which  are  peremp- 
torily ordered  to  be  burned,  may  be  cither  destroyed  or  sold. 

— Misdemeanors 
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— ^Misdemeanors  under  the  Bumboat  Act,  which  are  trans- 
portable Offences  for  Fourteen  Years,  to  be  deemed  Felonies* 
that  the  Procedure  may  be  prompt  as  in  Felonies,  instead  of 
dilatory  as  in  Misdemeanors. 

XII.  The  Privileges  of  the  City  of  London,  secured  by  spc* 
cific  Clauses. 

The  advantage,  resulting  from  a  System  of  Legis- 
lation, so  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  great  object  of  re- 
novating the  morals  of  the  Labouring  Classes  on 
the  River  Thames,  aided  by  pecuniary  energy,  and 
by  powers  calculated,  more  to  counteract  the  Designs 
of  evil-disposed  persons  by  embarrassing  them  at  all 
points,  than  to  punish,  may  be  anticipated  ;  and  its 
effect  will  be  the  prevention  of  Depredations,  not 
only  on  the  River,  Quays,  and  Warehouses,  but  in 
all  situations  where  they  were  formerly  committed. 

Upon  this  basis  will  of  course  be  erected  an  im- 
proved System  of  Police  CEconomy,  in  which  will  be 
combined  every  thing  that  can  tend  to  give  utility 
and  effect  to  the  Design, 

In  the  Judicial  Department,  the  best  possible  ar- 
rangements will  of  course  be  made,  that  Public  Jus- 
tice may  be  administered  without  interruption,  and 
as  heretofore,  with  purity,  caution  and  regularity. 

The  Mfigistrates  thus  assisted  by  apposite  Powers, 
will  not  only  feel  confident  in  the  execution  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  them,  but  will  experience  an  addi- 
tional degree  of  satisfaction,  in  prosecuting  the  la^ 
bpurs  which  their  duty  imposes. 

Placed 
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Placed  by  Legislative  Authority  on  certain  and 
permanent  ground,  the  anxiety  to  accomplish  the 
great  objects  which  are  in  view,  will  operate  upon 
pure  and  intelligent  minds  as  a  strong  stimulus  to 
exertion,  in  giving  vigour  and  correctness  to  every 
Department  in  the  System. 

The  Land  Constables  will  of  course  be  increased, 
so  as  to  render  them  competent  to  guard  every 
avenue  to  and  from  the  River,  to  embarrass  criminal 
People  in  the  transit  of  stolen  Property;  and  to  ren- 
der the  trade  of  Pillage  too  hazardous  and  unprofit- 
able to  be  followed. 

The  River  Patroles  will,  in  like  manner,  be  so  aug- 
mented as  to  render  their  Surveys  effectual  in  every 
part  of  the  River,  from  Westminster  Bridge  to 
Black  wall. 

.  Constant  and  regular  Police  Guards,  properly  in- 
structed and  controlled  by  Superior  Officers,  will  form 
a  chain  of  Protection  on  both  sides  of  the  River, 
wherever  Commercial  Property  is  exposed  to  danger, 
either  in  Craft  or  upon  the  Quays  and  Wharfs,  with 
the  advantage  of  a  relief  every  six  hours, 

The  discharging  Dej)artment  will  undergo  many 
useful  improvements,  from  the  more  effectual  control 
of  the  Master  and  Working  Lumpers,  who  will  be 
completely  restrained  from  those  acts  of  Pillage,  to 
which  they  have  been  so  long  accustomed,  while  by 
means  of  a  fair  competition,  this  necessary  labour  will 
be  obtained  at  a  moderate  expence.  The  useful 
Functions  of  the  Commissioners  will  contribute^  in 

an 
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an  eminent  degree^  to  the  general  benefits  whidi  can- 
not fail  to  result  from  the  combined  efibrts  of  men.of 
enlightened  minds,  having  no  object  in  view  but  the 
Public  good.  Under  this  Patriotic  Infkieace,  the 
Powers  granted  them  to  make  Ordinances  and  Bjre-* 
laws  must  be  employed  for  the  most  useful  pur^ 
poses. 

In  the  complete  Formation  thtvtfort,  of  this  impor- 
tant Design,  may  be  reasonably  expected  every  be- 
nefit to  the  Individual  and  the  Public,  which  can  re- 
sult from  the  Security  of  Commercial  Property,  the 
preservation  of  his  Majesty's  Stores,  the  increase 
of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  and  the  general  im- 
provement in  the  morals  of  a  vast  Body  of  People : 
returning  at  least  fifty  fold,  on  the  pecuniary  sacrifice 
which  is  proposed : — while  an  important  example  is 
thus  held  out  to  every  other  great  Commercial  Port 
in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  to  his  Majesty's  Dock- 
yards and  other  Repositories,  exhibiting  and  demon- 
strating, by  what  means  the  same  benefits  may  be 
extended  generally^  wherever  Depredations^  Embez- 
zlements, or  Frauds,  have  been  found  to  prevail. 

These  elucidations  of  a  most  important  subject^ 
it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped^  \^ill  produce  the  desired 
efl^ect. 

The  Fabric  being  thus  raised,  and  all  difficulties 
removed,  which  depended  on  Labour,  Investigation, 
and  Legislative  Arrangements,  it  remains  now  for 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  and  the  Commercial  Body  to 
Jay  the  Key-s$Qne  of  the  Design. 
...  J  In 
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In  accomplishing  this  object^  they  will  have  the 
triumph  and  satisfactibn  of  having  contributed,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  to  the  Improvement  of  Morals,  and 
the  Preventipn  of  Crimes,  and  they  will  deserve 
the  Thanks  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Gratitude  of 
Posterity. 


T 

1 


CHAP. 


xivEK  poua%  289 


CHAP.    X. 

General  Statement  of  the  various  jiutherities^  entitled 
io  exercise  Jurisdiction  on  or  near  the  River  Thames. 
— xst.  The  King. — 2d.  The  Lord  Major  and  Cor-- 
f  oration  of  London,  as  Conservators  of  the  River, 
&c. — 3d.  The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity-Chouse.— 
4th.  The  fFest^lndia  Dock  Company. — 5th.  The 
Boards  of  Custom  and  Excise. — 6th.  The  Lord 
Mayor  and  jildemien  as  Magistrates,  and  the  other 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Cities  on,  and  near  the  River ;  in  taking  cognizance 
of  Offences  punishable  hy  the  Statute  Law  of  this 
Kingdom. — The  power  of  the  Crown  considered  se^- 
parately. — Most  of  its  Rights  in  the  River  Thames, 
granted  to  the  Corporation  of  London  by  various 
Charters,  and  confirmed  by  Acts  of  Parliament.'^ 
The  inconvenience  attending  such  grants. — TTie 
privilege  of  Moormg-Chains  reserved  by  the  Crown. 
— The  Grantee  thereof  compelled  to  sell  his  interest 
by  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  39  Geo.  lll.{n)^The  pro- 
visions  of  the  Act  on  that  subject  explained. — -The 
Tonnage  Duties  granted  to  the  Crown  by  that  Act, 
and  their  application  also  detailed  and  explained. 

« 

(»)  Cap.  hdxot jhtScne9 o{ fuilie locaLaffd fersoftai Acfs;  which 
are  distinguished^  is  the  quarto  edition  of  the  Statutes^  by  being 
placed  after  xhtpuHic  general  Aett ;  andj  in  citation^  by  the  Chap- 
ters being  thus  marked  by  Roman  numerals, 

HAviKa 
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JlIaving  now  completed  the  various  details  re- 
spectiAg  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Commerce  of 
the  River  Thames  ; — the  depredations  to  which  that 
Commerce  is  liable ;  and  the  Preventive  System  of 
Police  already  existing,  and  proposed,  in  future,  to 
be  enlarged,  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the 
immense  mass  of  floating  property  ;  the  Author 
conceive^  that  it  must  become  a  matter  of  great 
curiosity  and  interest,  with  every  Reader,  to  learn 
under  what  powers  and  authorities  the  whole  of  so 
extensive  a  System  has  been,  and  is  to  be,  conducted 
and  regulated. 

An  investigation  of  this  nature  cannot  fail  also  to 
prove  useful,  inasmuch  as  the  facts  which  it  de- 
velopcs  may  tend,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  explain 
.the  causes  which  have  produced  those  excesses,  ir- 
regularities and  crimes,  which  have  been  already 
brought  under  the  review  of  the  Reader, 

If  other  evils,  highly  injurious  to  the  Navagation 
and  Commerce  of  the  River,  can  be  traced  to  a  source 
which  has  proved  inefficient  and  even  noxious  in  its 
ultimate  effects;  a  general  view  of  whatever  may  have 
been  productive  of  benefit  or  injury,  in  regulating 
the  Police'  of  the  Port  of  London,  and  River 
Thames,  cannot  fail  to  be  important ;  and  It  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  th«t  further  improvements  may  sug- 
gest themselves  for  the  general  interests  of  the  River 

and 
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and  the  Port,  by  ifteans  of  a  clear  and  comprehensive 
view  of  its  existing  Regulations. 

Six  distinct  authorities  may  now  be  said  to  exist, 
all  of  them  exercising,  or  about  to  exercise,  c^rtam 
Powers  and  Jurisdictions  with  respect  to*  the  River 
Thames ;  and  forming  together  the  general  Police  of 
this  great  Commercial  Port. 

■  I.  His  Majesty,  as  Lord  of  the  soil  of  the  River, 
has  exercised  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  mooring* 
chains;  by  grants  to  individuals,  and  also  by  the 
right  exercised  of  fixing  Mooring  Chains  in  the 
River,  for  Ships  of  War.  His  Majesty  in  Cound?, 
appears  also  to  have  exercised  a  certain  jurisdiction 
respecting  the  birthing  or  placing  of  Vessels;  as  in 
the  case  of  foreign  Ships  in  1797,  which  were  order- 
ed not  to  approach  the  Metropolis  nearer  than  Lime* 

house. 

11.  The  Loud  Mayok  op  London,  as  Conserva- 
tor of  the  River,  and  the  Corporation,  and  their 
Officers,  by  Virtue  of  certain  Charters  and  Fran*- 
chises,  exerdse  various  privileges  and  jurisdictiont 
respecting  the  Fishery,  Encroachments  and  Nui- 
sances on  the  River ;  and  as  to  the  lading,  unlading, 
and  nieasuring,  selling  and  transporting  of  Merchan- 
dise ;  to  these  are  now  added  other  powers  and 
jprivileges  under  the  Wei-Dock  Act. 

IIL  The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity. HiiusE, 

of  Deptford  Strond,  exercise  certain  functions  and 

dutifc  under  the  authority  of  Royal  Charters,  «nd 

Acts  of  Parliatncnt,  relative  to  Seamen,  Pilots,  fur- 

2  nishing 
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xiishing  Ballast^  erecting  Light-houses^  and  carrying 
into  execution  the  provisions  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act, 
and  other  Acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  River. 

IV.  The  W«st-India  Dock  Company^  have 
certain  powers  and  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  them^ 
by  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  for  the  erection  and  preserva- 
tion ofWet-Docks  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  for  the  accom- 
modation and  protection  of  the  fVest-Itu^  Trade. 

V.  The  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Cirs- 
TOMS  and  Excise,  by  themselves  and  their  OiHcers, 
under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  make  and  enforce 
Regulations  respecting  the  security,  and  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Public  Revenue. 

VL  7^eLordMiyoraTuijildermenySAMAQiSTZAT^&, 
in  the  City,  together  with  His  Majesty's  other  Jus- 
tices OP  THE  Peace,  acting  for  the  Cities  and 
Counties  adjoining  the  River  Thames,  take  cogni- 
zance of  Felonies,  Larcenies  and  Misdemeanors 
committed  within  their  respective  jurisdictions;  not 
only  within  the  limits  and  under  the  circumstances 
prescribed  by  the  Bumboat  Act,  2d  Geo.  IIL  cap.  28, 
but  also  according  to  the  powers  and  .  provisions  of 
various  Acts  of  Parliament,  inflicting  punishment  on 
a  vast  variety  of  Nautical  Ofiences. 

As  it  is  by  the  general  operation  of  all  these  au- 
thorities, that  the  Government  and  Police  of  the 
Port  of  London,  are  now  to  be  considered  as  car- 
ried on  ;  it  will  of  course,  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  an  explanation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 

the 


tbe* powers  akrcSsed  hy  every  dtepartment.  In  do 
doing,  ao  attempt  will  be  made  to  trace  out,  i^  pfe« 
cisely  as  pojsible^  the  nature  and  extent  o^  eaeb  se- 
parate jurisdiction  :  to  detail  theT manifold  Re^gula'-^ 
ttODS  and  Provisions  of  the  Stat.  39  Geo.  III.  c.  Ixix. 
•^  for  rendering  more  commodious,  and  regulating 
the  Port  of  London/'  generally  called  TAe  Jf^et-Dock 
Act ;  so  as  to  shew,  in  the  most  clear  and  distiricl 
manner  the  aevend  purposes  to  which  that  Act  is 
applied:  And  lastly,  to  give  a  view  or  abstract  of 
the  punishments  inflicted  by  a  great  number  of  Sta* 
lutes,  on  Maritime  Offences  of  every  description ;— of 
the  duties  prescribed  to  Captains  of  Merchant  Ships, 
and  their  Officers,— •and  cf  the  Rides  and  Reguhfions 
of  the  Port,  which  it  becomes  requisite  for  them 
punctually  to  observe  and  obey. 


Respecting  thb  Crown'. 

.  It  appears,  that  the  successive  Sovereigns  of 
England,  by  a  variety  of  Charters  (48  in  number) 
from  Richard  I.  to  Charles  II.  granted  the  Con- 
servation of  the  River  Thames,  and  certain  other 
privileges  to,  and  imposed  corresponding  duties  on, 
the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  London  ;  all  these 
(except  nine  Charters  of  Henry  the  IV.  made  void) 
were  ultimately  established,  after  the  Revolution,  by 
the  Statute  2d  William  and  Mary,  Stat.  1.  c.  8; 
vacating  the  judgment  on    Quo    fFarranto,  given 

U  against 
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against  the  City,  in  the  35th  of  Charles  IL  and  con- 
finping  all  the  privileges  of  the  Corporation. 

Thus  did  the  Crown  relinquish  the  powers  which, 
in  similar  cases^  are  exercised  by  Government5  and 
which,  therefore  admit,  from  time  to  time,  of  bene- 
iicial  arrangements,  and  Legislative  ameliorations. 
It  would  appear,  that  the  River  Thames,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  it  was  placed,  suf- 
fered considerably  in  its  improvements,  from  the  re« 
linquishment  of  that  paramount  authority  which, 
while  it  remains  uniAipaired,  has  been  found  best 
calculated  under  the  direction  of  Parlianient,  when 
unrestrained    and   unshackled  by  corporate  privi* 
leges,  to  accommodate  the  public  at  large,  by  Regu- 
lations adapted  to  the  progressive  improvements  in 
civil  society. 

To  this,  among  other  causes,  may  be  attributed 
the  difficulties  which  have  occurred^in  carrying  into 
effect  several  excellent  improvements,  which  had 
been  in  contemplation  during^  more  than  two  cen- 
turies, for  the  purpose  of  removing  many  of  those 
temptations  which  have  generated  habits  ruinous  to 
the  morals  of  the  labouring  classes  upon  the  River, 
and  hostile  to  those  general  accommodations  which 
w^re  imperiously  called  for  by  the  rapid  increase  of 
Commerce  and  Navigation. 

Since  the  grant  and  confirmation  of  the  Charters 

already  alluded  to,    it  does  not  appear,    that  th#» 

Crown  has  attempted  to  exercise  any  right  or  power 

1  over 


BivsR  PtAicn.  291 

over  the  River  Thames,  excepting  with  respect  to 
the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  or  Surface,  under  low* water 
inark.(n) 

This  right  was  exercised  in  the  instance  of  the . 
Lease,  or  Patent,  granted  of  the  privilege  of  plac^ 
Ing  Mooring  Chains  in  tiers,  in  the  bed  of  the  River^ 
for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping ;  which  was  re* 
cently  enjoyed  by  Lord  Gwydir,  and  from  which 
a  considerable  annual  emolument  was  derived. 

By  the  JVet-Doek  Act,  (§  36,  36)  Lord  Gwydir 
is  required  within  six  months,  on  receiving  an  ade* 
quate  compensation,  to  surrender  to  His  Majesty  the 
rights  and  interests  possessed  by  him,  respecting  the 
whole  of  the  Mooring  Chains ;  for  the  purpose  of 
transferring  such  rights  and  interests  for  the  use^ 
benefit,  and  convenience  of  the  Public,  free  from  all 
rents  and  dues  thereon  ;  for  which  a  compensatioQ 
IS  to  be  made  to  the  Crown. 

By  §  119  of  the  Act,  the  compensation  to  Lord 
Gwydir  is  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  certain 
Commissioners  of  compensation ;   and  by  §  1 52,  the 

[n)  The  following  transcript,  found  among  the  MSS.  of  Lord  Txea-^ 
surer  Burleigh,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  has  been  quoted,  to  shew 
how  far  the  soil  and  ground,  under  the  River,  belongs  to  the  City. 
'<  Also>  for  proof  of  the  Prince's  interest,  in  Rivers  flowing  from  the 
Sea,  the  Thames  and  Conservation  thereof  was  not  only  given  to 
the  City  of  London,  but,  by  their  especial  suit,  the  King  gave 
therewith  all  the  ground  and' soil  under  the  sanie  :  Whereupon,  if 
any  that  hath  a  house,  or  land  adjoining,  do'make  a  Strand,  Stairs, 
or  such  like,  they  pay  forthwith  a  rent  to  the  City  of  London^ 
how  high  soeyer  they  be  above  the  low- water  mark." 

Sec  Stow's  Survijf  •/  l^ndm  \  vol.  i.  p.  3;* 

V  2  amount 
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amount  of  this  compensation,  i$  to  be»  in  the  €«si 
instance,  advanoed  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ) 
and  repaid  thereto  out  of  the  rates  raised  by  virtne  of 
riie  Act;  The  appoiatment  of  these  Conunis^oners, 
their  Oath  of  Office,  &c#  are  regulated  by  ^  13Q]^ 
)ai  and  132  of  the  Act 

By  ^  120,  the  conipensation  to  be  made  to  his  Ma« 
}esty,  for  relinquishing  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
Mooring-Chains,as  settled  b^  the  saa^  Commissioners 
and  the  Treasury,  and  to  be  also  advanced  out  of, 
snd  repaid  to  the  Consolidated  Fundj^  is  to  be  paid 
into  the  Bank,  on  a^xoun.t  oS  the  Treasuqr,  and  ap- 
|died  in  the  same  manner  as  money  pa^i  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  Land-tax. 

.  By$37>  After  the  surrender  is  thus  made,  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  or  such 
person  as  they  shall  appoint,  under  the  inspection 
and  approbation  of  the  Members  of  the  Trinity- 
bouse,  are  authorised  and  required,  to  repair  and 
remove  all  or  any  of  the  Mooring  Chains  between 
London-  bridge  and  Bugbeys^hole^  and  to  cause  others 
to  be  placed  in  their  stead,  in  such  situations,  within 
the  same  limits,  as  shall  appear  to  them  and  to  the 
Trinity-house  to  be  most  advantageous  for  the  Tradp 
and  Navigation  of  the  River.  With  power  also^ 
(under  the  same  inspection  and  approbation)  to  re- 
move other  Mooring  Chains,  on  first  making  com- 
pensation to  the  Owners  and  Leasees  for  the  injury 
they  may  by  that  means  sustain. 

2  By 


By"§  134,  '^  In  consideration  of  the  great  ac- 
*•'  conimodation  and  Advantage,  Which  the  several 
*^  Works  and  Regulations,  \v4iich  the  Act  authorises 
to  be  made,  will  afford  the  Shipping  and  TTfade  of 
the  Port,  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
and  cxpenc^s,  which  will  be  occasioned  by  mak- 
ings buildin|[,  erecting,  and  providing  the  Canal, 
Cuts,  Sluices,.  Bridg6^  Roads,  and  t>ther  Works 
authorised  by  the  Act  to  be  thade  by  the  Corpora-^ 
^  tion  of  London,"  the  following  Tonnage  Duties 
are  granted  to  the  Crown,  for  the  term  t>f  FD«irie«|i 
Years,  from  August  1,  1799;  payable  by  every  Mas- 
ter.  Owner,  or  Person  having  tbe  charge  of  Ship3  and 
Vessels,  trading  to,  frequenting,  and  using  the  Port 
of  London,  of  which  the  intended  Canal,  Docks,  and 
Works  are  to  be  part, 

pir  Ton. 
1st.  Class. — Coasting  Vissek,  K>  «  fjMvnaiiy  part  of 

Great  Britain^  for  every  Voyage,  both        d, 
in  and  out  inclusive    «     /    .     4^;*    ,    ^ 

2d,  CiASi^. — Vtstfh  tnttrktg  inwards  ftofti  Denmark, 

Norway t  or  Lapland,  (on  this  side  of 
the  NdfTth  Cape)  of  from  Hoistein, 
Hamburgh,  Bremen,  or  any  other  port 
in  Germany t  boffderinig  on  or  near  the 
Germamc  Oeean,  or  from  Holland,  or 
any  other  of  the  United  Provinces,  or 
the  Netherlands,  ^France,  (within 
Vshant)  Guernsey,  Jersey,  Sari,  Ire-- 
land,  or  iht  Isle  of  Man i^ 

Vessels 
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I 

fer  T$n. 
yields  clearing,  outwards  to.  the  above        d» 
Countcies    ..•••••••     x| 

j^*  ChA^t^-^VfSieh  fntiring  imvards  frqm  Lapland 

(beyond  the  North  Cape)  Finland, 
Russia  (without  or  within  the  £al/ic 
Sea)  Livonia,  Courland,  Poland,  Prus^ 
sia,  Sweden,  or  any  other  Country^ 

**     within  the  Baltic 2 

Vessels  clearing  outwards  to  the  above 
Countries '     •      •      % 

.4th*  Class*— *^iJf/r  Merlng  imwsrds   from  France 

(JbctvrttiiUsbant  2^:id' Spain)  Portugal, 
Spain  (without  the  Mediterranean)  or 
any  of  the  Azores,  Madeira,,  or  the  " 
Canary  Islands,  ox  any  of  the  United 
States  oi  America,  or  any  of  the  British 
Colonies,  or  Provinces  in  North  Ame^ 
riea,  or  from  Florida    .     •     •      •      .       2| 

Vessels  clearing .  outwards  to  the  above 
Countries    •     •     •  .  •  \     •     •     •     •     si 

5th.  ClASS,— /^jjrfj  entering  inwards   from   Green- 

land,  Gibrctltar,  France  or  Spain 
(within  the  Mediterranean)  or  any 
Country,  Island,  or  Place,  within  or 
-  •  bordei:ing  on  or  near  tbe.  Mediterra- 
::  .  ,  nean  or  Adtiatic  Sea,  or  from  the 
fVest-fydies,  Louisiana,  Mexico, South 
America,  Africa,  East-Miis,  China, 
or  any  other  Country,  •  Island,  or 
Place,  within  or  bordering  on  or  near 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  qr  from,  any  Coun« 
try  or  Place  whatsoever,  to  the  South- 
ward of  25  degrees  of  North  latitude    •    3^ 

Vessels 
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per  Ton. 
ytssils  dearing  mifwmrds  to  the  above       d* 
Countries ,      j^ 

Exemptions,— {By  §  133.)    Ships  of  War;  or  Ships  and 

Vessels  belonging  to  his  Majesty  or  any 
of  the  Royal  Family:  Coasting  Vessels 
under  4.5  Tons,  registered  Tonnage ; 
Coasting  Vessels,  the  principal  part  of 
whose  Cargo  shall  be  Corn ;  Fishing 
Smacks,  Lobster  and  Oyster  Boats ;  Vet^ 
aels  for  Passengen ;  and  Vessels  or  Craft 
na^gating  the  River  Thames,  above  and 
bdow  London  Bridge,  ar  far  as  Graves* 
end  only. 

These  Rates  and  Duties  are  (by  §  34)  vested  in 
his  Majesty^  &c.  and  are  directed  to  be  paid^  when 
the  Ships  and  Vessels  enter  inwards  or  clear  out- 
wards^  or  before  they  depart  the  Port^  at  the  Custom- 
house of  London^  to  the  Collector  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  who  shall  pay- the  same  into  the  Exchequer. 

On  the  credit  of  these  Tonnage  l>uties  (and  to 
be  repaid  by  the  said  Duties)  §  151  of  the  Act  au*- 
thorises  72,000/.  to  be  advanced  from  time  to  time, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  to  the  Chamber  of  the 
City  of  London,  to  be  applied  as  follows  :-« 

f  St.  In  defraying  one  moiety  of  the  expence  of  obtaining  the 
Act: 

dd*  In  purchasbg  Houses,  Boildings,  Lands,  &c.  and  defraying 
the  Costs  .incident  thefeio»  aad  in  paying  the  necessary 
Charge  and  Expences  of  Resigning,'  laying  oiir,  mak* 
ing,  and  completing  the  Canal  aaoss  the  Isle  of  Dogs, 

and 
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and  the  Cuts,  and  other  Works,  authorised  to  be  made 
and  done  by.  the  Corporation  of  London. 

^d.  In  paying  all  the  necessary- expencee  of  attending,  manage 
ing,  regulating*  maintaining,  repairing,  and  preserv- 
'  ing  the  same  Canal,  and  other  Works,  for  the' term 
of  three  years  next  after  notice  shall  be  given,  that  the 
Canal  is  ready  for  use,  and  until  the  transit-rates  (men- 
tipned  in  a  subsequent  Chapter)  shall  become  payable 
*  to  the  Corporation. 

4tK»  Inpayic|g»  durigg^thesald  thti  yean,  such  yearly  and 

.  other  Wfn^y,  as  npay  be  payable  by  the  Corporation  of 

Londont  fqt  cowfesmtmx  for  losses  and  deficiencies 

of  Tyth^t  Taxq^  Sewer  Kate^  and  other  Rates  and 

Assessments. 

.  On  the  credit  of  these. Tonnage  Duties,  the  Act 
(§  152)  also  authorises  advances  to  be  made  from  the 
Consolidajted  Fund,  to  the  Commissioners  for  com- 
pensations (to  be  replaced  from  the  said  Duties)  of 
such  sums  of  inoney  as  may  Jbe  necessary  to  pay  the 
Compensations  directed  by  the  Act ;  including  those 
to  the  Crown,  and  Lord  Gwy^)r^  in  respect  of  the 
Mooring  Chains ;  and  for  defraying  the  expcnce  of 
ascertaining  the  same. 

By  §  1 54  of  the  Act,  the  monies  raised  by  the  said 
Tonnage  Duties,  are  directed  to  be  applied  and  dis- 
posed of  in  the  following  nlanner  : — 


So  much  thereof  shall  be  paid  into  the  ChamlMar'of  Lon* 
dan»  a$  tfuAl  be  sufficient  from  time  to  tiine,  pot  only 
for  defiayiog  tke  necessary  Costs  and  Chaigcs  of  main- 
lining and  repainng»  altering  and  fcncwing  the  Moor-- 

tng 
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rtff  Chain f  in  the  Rtver  Thames,  and  laying  ^ovrn  new 
ones  when  necessary :  But  also  for  paying  the  Salarkb 
and  Wages  of  Hari^ur-Mastrrs  and  their  Aasistants* 
purssuant  to  the  Act :  which  £xpences  and  Salaries  aie 
directed  to  -be  paid  by  the  Corporation  accordingly^ 

/After  the  above  payments  into  the  Chamber  of  London,  the 
residue  of  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Tonnage  Dues 
is  to  be  :^plied  in  repaying  to  the  Consolidated  Fund  the 
sums  advanced  in  pursuance  of  the  Act,  as  already  spe- 
cified, with  5  per  cent,  interest  onlhe  satne  ;  and  wheh 
these  advances  aie  fuHy  repaid,  the  5aid  mtdue  is  to  be 
invested  ia  Stock*  inrtbe  names  of  the -Chamberlaiii* 
Town  Clerk,  and  Co>?iptroller  of  Londofij  for  the  tim^ 
being,  who  shall  invest  the  yearly  Dividends  in  their 
names  in  the  like  manner,  for  the  purpose  of  accumu- 
fatioai  until  the  Dividends  of  the  Stock  puxchased  by 
wch  accomitlationf  sfaaU  be  suffifcttnc  for  the  payiuoit 
of  the  Expenoes  of  the  Mooring-Cbains,  and  of  ifae 
Salaries  of  the  said  Harbour-Masters  and  their  Assi*- 
ants. — ^And  when  the  Dividends  are  sufficient  to  answer 
those  purposes,  the  Rates  and  Duties  imposed  by  the 
Act  are  to  cease  and  determine. 

Such  are  the  Functions  exercised  by  the  Crown, 
respecting  the  Police  and  other  Regulations  of  the 
River  Thames  and  the  Port  of  London.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  observed,  that  the  chief  part  are  created  by 
the  fVet-Dock  Acty  and  are  of  a  temporary^  nature ;  sa 
that  in  consequence  of  this  Act,when  the  money  to  be 
advanced  by  Government  is  refunded,  eveiy  right  of 
interference,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  except  what 
relates  to  the  Lordship  of  the  Soil  under  the  River, 

and 
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and  the  general  rights  of  Sovereignty^  which  are 
reserved^  will  be  totally  relinquished%(o) 

It  remains  therefore^  to  explain  at  length  the 
Powers  and  Functions  of  the  respective  Public 
Bodies,  and  Persons  already  alluded  to,  as  exerci- 
sing jurisdiction  on  or  near  the  River,  viz : — The 
Lord  May  or  J  and  Corporation  of  London :  The  Trinity 
House  :  The  fVest-Jfidia  Dock  Company  :  The  Boards 
of  Customs  and  Excise  :  And  the  Justices  of  Peace, 
in  their  respective  Jurisdictions ,  under  various  Acts  of 
Parliament. — These  will  form  the  subject  of  the  five 
ibllowing  Chaptersof  this  Work, 


(9)  Bf  f  17;  of  the  Act,  a]]  the  Rights,  Interests,  P^ivikges, 
Vssnchisef,  and  Anthority  of  his  Majesty  and  hit  Successors,  ex. 
«pt  as  to  the  Mooring  Chains,  are  reserved. — And  by  §  tj6,  power 
ji  also  reserved  to  the  Lords.of  the  Admiralty,  to  lay  Chains,  &c.  for 
mooring  Ships  or  Vessels,  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  in  any  part  of 
ihe  River  bdow  Greenland  Dock. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  R    XI. 

Tie  P(Avers  and  Ftmctions  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  the  City  o/*  London,  as  applying 
to  the  Police  of  tie  River  Thames  and  the  Port  of 
London.^^ Appointed  Conservators  of  the  Rivets 
by  successive  Charters.'-^The  heal  extent  of  thar 
Jurisdictim* — The  deputy  Water-Bailrff^s  Duty.--^ 
The  inefficacy  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  hy  the  Courts 
of  Conservancy  .--^The  Regulations  of  the  Fishery^  By 
Statutes,  g  jinn,  cap.  26.  30  Geo.  IL  cap.  2 1 .  and 
33  Geo.  II.  cap.  27. — The  Advantages  of  summatjf 
Proceedings  in  small  Offences. "^Exclusive  Jurisdic* 
iion  of  the  Corporation,  a  Burthen  to  themselves  and 
an  EvH  to  the  Community. — A  General  Review  of 
the  Specific  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Corpora^' 
tion,  and  of  the  Instances  in  which  they  have  been 
exercised  .'^^Observations  thereon. — TTte  continual 
Decrease  in  the  Depth  of  the  River,  attributable  to 
the  want  of  a  proper  Responsibility  attaching  sofne- 
where. — The  Powers  conferred,  and  the  Duties  int^ 
posed  on  the  Corporation,  by  the  Wet-Dock  Act, 
detailed  and  explained. — The  Transit-^Rates  payable 
under  that  Act,  to  the  Corporation. — The  Control 
exercised  by  the  Corporation,  by  virtue  of  several 
Charters,  over  certain  classes  of  Labourers,  and  in 
the  garbling,  package,  scavage,  balUage,  and  port ^ 

age  of  Goods,  exported  and  imported: — As  also 

respecting 
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respecting  Carts: — Tackle-House  Porters: — Ticket 
Porters  \ — afid  the  Watermen  s  Company. — General 
Recapitulation  of  ihe  *  ^various  Functions  and  Duties 
of  the  Corporation. — Concluding  Reflections. 


JViNG  KiCHARD  I.   in,  the  Eighth    Year  of  his 
Reign,  A^'D-  J 19^^  granted  to  the  Oty  of  London 
a  Charter,  tor  which  they  paid  him  Fifteen  Hundred 
Marks..    ThiS^  is  the  fh-st  Charter,  by  which  the  Cor- 
poration  of  LcMidon  claims  the  Jurisdiction  and  Con- 
servancy of  the  River  Thaineis,     As  it  did  not  pre- 
scribe any  Bounds,  or  h'mit  the  Extent,  .9ver  \vjiich 
the  City  was, to  take  Ccgnizance,  but  transferred  to 
the  City,  all  the  Right  a^d  Jurwlictibn  before  then 
enjoyed  by  bis  Majesty's  Keeper  of  the  Tower;  it 
was  inferred|  that  the  City's.  Right  of  Jurisdiction 
included  the  whole  River^  from  its  junction  wTth  the 
Sea  Eastward,  sp  far  Westward  as  it  is  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Thames.    But,  ih  consecjuence  of  the 
loose  expressions  of  this  jgrant,  both  the  extent  of  the 
Cxty*s  Jurisdiction,  and  the  objects  of  their  Power, 
were,  from  time  to  time,  so  much  contested,  particu- 
larly by  the  Keeper  of  the  Tower,  that  it  was  found 
needfpl  to  explain. and  amend  this  Charter,  biy  many 
others  subsequent :    In  several  of  these,  and  for  a 
long  succession  of  time,  the  extent  of  the  City*s  Ju- 
xisdiciion  pa  the  River  Thames,  has  been  recited  and 
admitted  to  extend  from  Colne  Ditch,  a  little  West- 
ward 


* 
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yrard  of  Sfaines  Bridge,  to  Yendal  (sometimes  called 
Kendaly  Yenland  or  Yenfieet^  East  of  London  Bridge  : 
The  StQne  which  marks  the  Boundaries  to  the  East^ 
being  not  far  from  Upnor  Castle.  This  Jurisdiction 
includes  part  of  the  River  Medway,  and  its  Cogniz- 
ance extead^  to  the  removing  all  wears  and  other 
nuisances  in  the  River ;  and  all  encroachments  by 
Buildings  or  Wharfs  on  the  shores ;  to  preserve  the 
Fisberiesy  and  seize  unlawful  Nets  ;  and  to  punish 
the  Fishermen  offending  against  the  Ordinances 
made  for  the  Regulation  of  their  Conduct  by  City 
Authority. 

In  order  tqt  execute  the  proper  Orders  enacted  by 
this  Authority,  the  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  beings 
is  by  various  Charters  appointed  to  exercise  and  ex-^ 
ecute  the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Conservator  ef  iie 
Waters  uf  Thames  and  Medu'aj^  and  of  every  Bank^ 
Shore^  and  Wharf  thereof,  within  the  Port  of  Lcmit 
don  ;  for  which  purpose  he  hath  a  deputy  or  sub-r 
stitute,  by  the  name  of  the  Under  ot  Deputy  JVater- 
Bailiff,  yihosQ  office  is  to  discover  and  bring  tQ 
punishpaieiit  all  Offenders  as  to  any  ot^  these  points*  - 

It  is- the  duty  therefore,  of  this  Officer,  besides  ea-^, 
forcing  the  Regulations  respecting  the  Fishery,  (oi> 
which  more  shall  be  said  hereafter)  to  notice  and  re* 
port  all  encroachments  on  the  River  or  its  Banks, 
md  all  Kuisances  and  Annoyances,  whereby  the 
Navigation  may  be  obstructed,  or  in  any  respecj 
injured  ; — such  as  throwing  Rubbish  into  the  River, 
pitchinif  F^s,  eriUing  UTrarfs,  taking   Causeway. t 

and 
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and  SiairSy  etmimuing  or  increasing  AyieSj  making  or 
cmiinuing  Siagesy  erecting  fFalls,  building  Pot  GaU 
leries^  planting  Oziers,  laying  Moortng^Chahts  in  the 
River y — ^and  obstructing  the  Navigation,  by  laying 
Lighters  and  Craft  in  improper  situations ;  and  to 
receive  instructions  with  respect  to  the  Indictment 
of  Offenders. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  for  the  time  being,  as  Conser- 
vator of  the  River, .  has  been  accustomed  to  hold 
ab<^ut  eight  Courts  of  Conservancy  in  the  course  of  a 
year ;  that  is  to  say,  one  or  two  for  each  of  the  four 
Counties  of  Middlesex^  Surrey^  Kent,  and  Essex.  At 
the  first  of  these  Courts  the  Jury  are  sworn  and 
charged  ;  and  at  the  second  they  present  such  Nui- 
sances and  Encroachments  as  they  think  fit,  and  try 
such  Traverses  as  come  before  them.  On  convic- 
tion of  Offenders,  they  are  either  fined,  or  imprisoned ; 
or  the  Nuisances  and  Encroachments  are  ordered  to 
be  removed. 

A  very  sh'ght  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  prac- 
tices of  persons  who  support  themselves  as  Labourers 
ly  the  Trade  of  the  Rivef  Thames,  and  of  the  mul- 
tftude  of  Nuisances  and  Obstructions,  which  must 
naturally  be  expected,  prove  how  inadequate  such 
a  System  must  necessarily  be  to  the  removal  of  these 
Evils.  This  is  further  obvious  from  the  very  few  in- 
stances of  punishment  which  have  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  18th  Century.  (/>)    Had  there  existed 

(/}  See  Minutes  of  the  Evidence  before  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  Wet  Dock  Bill;  pge  i  lo. 

a  Police 
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a  Police,  adequate  to  the  object,  it  is  ziot  too  tnucb 
to  say,  that  if  the  convictions  had  corresponded  with 
the  Offences,  they  must  have  increased,  at  leas^ 
one  thousand  fold ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  this  ancieat 
Court  of  Record  is  too  circuitous  in  its  procedure,  and 
by  no  means  adapted  either  to  the  present  state  of  so^ 
ciety,  or  to  the  object  of  preventing  -  the  evils 
which  it  was  established  to  control.  These  have 
therefore,  multiplied  like  other  more  atrocious  of- 
fences in  a  ratio  which  is  not  to  be  conceived.  For 
the  purpose  of  repressing  the  evil  by  the  convtctioa 
and  fmnishment  of  offenders,  a  large  circle  is  d^ 
scribed,  in  order  to  accomplish  an  object  which,  by 
a  summary  jurisdiction  (which  applies  peculiarly,  to 
offences  of  this  nature)  might  be  reached  by  a  direct 
line;  unincumbered  by  those  formalities  which,  wliiie 
they  impose  great  hardships  on  the  Subject  and  the 
City  Magistrates,  only  tend  to  limit  and  reduce  the 
rights  of  innocence,  by  extending  the  liberty  of  evil 
doers. 

By  a  Statute  of  Queen  Anne  (9  Arm.  c.  20.  A.  EL 
1710)  for  the  better  preservation  and  improvemeolt 
of  the  Fishery,  in  the  River  Thames,  and  for  regu^ 
gating  the  Fishermen  of  the  said  River ;  po^^aer  was 
given  to  the  Fishermen's  [Fishmongers*]  Company, 
to  make  Bye-laws,  to  prevent  abuses  in  the  Fishery ; 
under  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen :  with  a  saving  of  all  the  rights  of  the  City 
and  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  the  River. 

It 


804  TREATISE  OS 

It  appears,  that  certain  Bye-laws  and  Rcgulatid'na 
were  made  accordingly  ;  but,  that  (tbm  the  year 
3727,  the  Company  ceased  to  act,  and  few  exertions 
of  any  kind  were  made  on  this  subject,    till  the 
year  1767  ;  in  the  beginning  of  which,  the  Court  of 
Common  Council  presented  a  Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  setting  forth  this  neglect,  and  praying 
that  as  the  Office  of  Bailiff  and  Conservator  of  the 
Thames  and  Med  way,  had  been  vested  in  the  Mayor, 
&a  of  London,  time  out  of  mind,  leave  might  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  more  effectuai  pre- 
servation of  the  fey    and  spawn  of  Fish,   in  the 
River  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Medway,  for  the  bet- 
ter regulating  the  Fisheries  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
Epeedy  punishment  of  Offenders.     An  Act  was  in 
consequence  passed  (30  Geo.  II,  c.  21)  which  de- 
clared that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  Lon- 
don should  have  full  povver,  and  they  were  required, 
to  make  Rules  and  Ordinances,  for  the  governing 
and  regulating  all  persons  who  should  fish  or  drudge 
in   the    River  Thames,   and  Waters  of  Medway, 
(wtthin  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mayor  of  London,  as 
Conservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters)  as  com- 
mon Fishermen  or  Drudgermen,  or  otherwise:  and 
for  declaring  in  what  manner  they   should  demean 
themselves  in  Fishing ;  with  what  manner  of  Nets 
and  Engines ;  at  what  times  and  seasons  they  should 
use  Fishing ;  for  ascertaining  the  assise  of  the  seve- 
ral Fish  to  be  taken ;  <and  for  the  prcserv  ation  of  the 

spawn 


9pawQ(  kjfA  fry  of  Fish,  wHhi^  the  jurisdiction  aftwe- 
said.  Also  for  obliging  every  qommon  Fisberojaa 
or.  Drodj^rmao,  to  h^ve  bis  christian  ri^sae  apd 
surnatnci  and  place  of  abode,  pftinfced  ii»  targe  a^ 
legible  obaractcrs  on  hjs  Boal  i  To  ar^oex  reaaonabb. 
penalties  and  ^nf^itures  fpr  ijbe  breacjb  of  aoeh  Rules^ 
not  exceedipgSl.  for  an;  Ofieofence^  aadfron^tiniQ 
to  Uni^>  lo  alter  a^d  am^CMl  such  JRiftl£%  and  to.  maksi 
new  ones,  so  as  the  S9«ne  weve  aUowed  and.  approvmi 
of  by  the  liprd  CMncc^Uor^  Lord  Keeper/or  Comniis- 
sioner^  of  tba  Great  SoaJ,  the  two  Lords  Cbiefjos* 
tices,  «nd  the  Xfiifd  Chkf  Baroo,  or  any  two  of  them..  * 

This  Act  wa9  sAill  farther  enfercod  by  the  Stat. 
33  Geo.  U.  c*  97^  (of  tbi^  penalties  iitposed  by  which^ 
uotice  will  be  taken  in  ^  suhiwiquent  Chapter.)  The 
execution  of  sMch  pwl^  ^both  these.  Acts,  asi  rqlata 
to  th«  sale  of  ^esh  .  ]^ish  at  Billingsgate,  to  tbo^ 
punishiuent  of  persow  })4«iiQg  linaizeable  Fisb«  or* 
Spawn,  &c.  aod  to  tbe  pemltiea.^ii^t.regrators  «• 
forestallers  of  Fisb^  is  specially  committied  by  the  Ajot^* 
to  the  Under  fFaler-J^mliff  of  the  Cily,  and  to  oer^*' 
tain  other  City  Qflacefs,  called  Kfw/^  of  the  WAUr^ 
side.  The  last  Rules  and  Ordinances  made  iitider. 
these  Acts,  lyere  confiroied  by  the  Judges,  and 
promulgated  in  17&5.  .  i 

3ut  however  well  intended,  all  these  Rules 'audi 
Provisions  might  be>  to  guard  against  the  abuses  in 
the  Fish  Trade,  it  had  been  truly  remarked  by  » \«-i 
luable  writer  on  the  History  of  Loodon  {Naorfitiu^jk} 
that  no  accuQHiletifin.  dC  laws^  or  triaU  o£  gch€fm«S|i 

X  have 
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h4V«i  bten  yet  able  to  bring  Fish  to  London,  id 
(Judii titles  and  prices  answerable  to  its  neighbourhood 
to*  iflie  Sea.  "  One  method  (adds  the  same  Author) 
yet*  remains  to  be  tried  ;  and  this  is  to  trndo  all  that 
ha&  been  done  ?  to  throw  the  cnrployment  of  eatch- 
ing  and  scJKnj  Fish  entireJy  open,  clear  of  alt  corpo- 
latidnr  restrictions  whatsoever ;  beyond  what  may  be 
necessary  to  preserve  the  spawn  or  fry,  and  to  main* 
tbktan  impartaai  freedom  of  sale.** 

It  is  worthy  observation,  that  in  the  effect  of  these 
Acts  of  Parliament  respecting  the  Fishery,  is  exem- 
plified, not  only  the  sense  entertained  of  the  advan- 
tages of  a  summary  jurisdiction  with  respect  to 
minor  offences  {  bot  also  the  humanity  of  the  systen^ 
to  the  ddinqiients  themselves,  and  its  utility  to 
the  public,  inr  redoding  the  number  of  this  class  of 
rii^t  misdemeanors,  many  of  which  appear  to  be  ex- 
ehisively  under  the  jorisdietion  of  the  Conservators 
of » the  Riv.cr,  and  therefore,  not  cognizable  as  other 
QffiaiQces^  by  the  respective  Magistrates  of  the  sevcra) 
Counties,  adjoining  the  River  Thames  and  Medway. 
^  Offences  may  therefore,  be  committed  with  im- 
pQDtty,  since  the  jurisdiction  only  attaches  once  a 
yeae;  ^bcfi^  which  time  the  culprit  is  probably  not  to 
be  found,  who  too  well  knows  the  alow  progress'  of 
jliattce,  and  the  very  feeble  arm  with  which  it  wields 
^e  ftword  of  punishment.  Multitudes  of^  Crimes  are 
therefore  repeated  oyer  and  over  again,  which  it  is 
ipdt  possible  for  these,  respectable  Magistrates  who 
l^old  tbQ  jujrisdictiony  to,  repress  ^because  the  nature  of 
(  the 
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the  system  will  not  permit  tbetn.  However 
H  might  have  been  in  ancient  times,  when  Com- 
merce was  in  iu  infancy,  without  the  means  of  se<» 
dnetioD,  by  the  numerous  temptations  which  now 
exist,  .its- motions  are  infinitely  loo  slow  to  be  iMeful 
in  correcting  the  extensive  corruption  of  morals  which 
wealth,  luxury,  and  other  causes  have  introduced; 

This  exclusive  jorisdiction  is  clearly  established 
by  two  very  ancient  Statutes  still  in  ibrce,(^}  wbich^ 
although  they  constitute  a  part  of  the  genertti  Itfw  Cff 
the  land,  and- extend  to  four  Counties,  can  only '4)4 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  th€ 
Metropolis.  What  would  be  the  state  of  society  if 
this  laborious  and  troublesome  privilege  (irksome  16 
the  possessor  and' hurtful  to  the  public)  extended  to 
all  other  ofTcnces  in  this  extensive  and  populous 
.  district  ? 
.    It  is  to  an  unfortuna^  misconception^  relative  to 

m 

ij)  By  the  Stat,  of  4  Henry  VII.  chap.  1  j  ;  the  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don»  having  the  Conservationof  the  River  Thames,  finom  the  Bridge 
of  Scaines  to  the  Watert  of  YendaO  and  Medwajr,  ahall  have  liks 
authority  in  Breaches,  Issues  and  CreekSf  and  Grounds  ov^own, 
as  far  as  the  Water  ebbeth  and  floweth»  as  touching  punishmtnt  for 
using  unlavtrful  Nets  or  Engines  in  Fishing,  like  as  his  predecessors 
fcad  in  the  River  Thames ;  piovided  that  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Londoa 
have  not  the  Conservation  of  the  said  Breaches  and  Grounds  over- 
flown within  the  King's  groundb,or  within  franchises  of  any  person. 

By  the  Statute  of  the  27  Henry  VIII.  chap,  18. — If  any  person 
shall  do,  or  procure  any  thing  to  be  done  to  the  anhoyance  of  the 
stream  of  the  River  Thames,  in  making  of  Shelves,  casting  of 
Rubbish  or  Digging,  &c.  or  take  away  any  Boards,  Stakes,  Timber 
work.  Pillars  or  other  things,  or  dig  or  undermine  Binks  or  Walls, 
&c.  he  shall  forfeit  5I  --one^half  to  the  King»  and  one-half  to  the 
Mayor  and  Cosnmonahy  of  London. 

'  X  2  ancient 
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9Ac)6(it ,  )H!tyttege$,  ^nd  to    the,  ^uick    tnd  ttpkf 
cH^qge^  ^vl^^icb  tfkke  plaie^  in  tbe.  superintendance  d^ 
bctfj  JHirisclictioips,  ib$t  many  of  ihie  cvila  of  the 
fiiv(9r  Arc;  u>  be  imputed,  without  attacbtng  an  zkxask 
^f  \AwofiA  t^  tbe  mdhfiduals.  To  tjiie  obsolete  nature 
fif  tb«^  »y.Me0),.aiwi  iK>  ibe  eifcunistatice  of  Us  betof^ 
in  tsmaj  rmp^ct^t  ifiappUcable  (o  the  present  slate  of 
lOQiety^  MP  tb<{fie.evits  to  be  t;saced. 
, . .  ^t^G^  the  firogr^MJve  Accumulation  of  Mud,  and 
ttl^  (]]NMiieiipn9  :»n:t(be  River^  which  J^ave,  within 
Ibfk  Im)  ^d^  ycar&t  t^uced  its  depth  ao  consider- 
ibi;y,(r)  .  And^  beuee,  tbe  difficuliiei  which  have 
'tt^PMOlod  in  promoting  (hose  improvcmentSy  which 
t^^^^Mi^s^  society,  a«d  tbe  extent  and  increase  of 
Go^mbAr^^^  and  Navigation  required. 
^ .  Jtnrik^tfi^  ^sa  mnaiderod)  at  e«3e  period  in  society^ 
fraquently  become  burdens  in  another.    Tbe  result 
M^'tbat'ib^tMutiies  in^imbtnt  on  those  upon  whom 
the  privileges  were  conferred,  are  neglected.     The 
call^  of  society  hpwcvcr,  require  that  they  should 
l>&^^((MUtod>  and  those  wbose  interest  ia  concerned 
int-bc'C^Jiectttion,  perh^p  make  the  attempt  in  some 
shape  or  ot^r/   This  is  resisted  as  an  infringement 
lafaiiPKnl fights.  Although  the^  rights  ar«  burden^ 

(r)  .Mr*  l^ucasj  in  his  exjunination  before  the  Committee  of  thf 
House  of  Commons,  on  the  W«t.Dock  Bill,  ist  May,  1797,  states 
the  River  between  Deptford  aod.Pclican  Stairs,  to  be  In  a  very  bad 
^tate  in  many  par^s.  That  during  his  remembrance,  there  is  less 
water  .by  some  feet  in  most  of  the  tiers  between  l.-ondon  Bridge 
and  Deptford.  In  some  places  four  or  five  feet  less  water.  In 
others  one  or  two.  He  knows  of  no  other  steps  taken  to  clear  the 
River,  than  that  of  the  Lighters  belonging  to  the  Trinity- housci 
raising  Ballastj  which  are  insufficient. 

•*'    '' '  some 
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%ome  to  those  whose  province  it  is.  to  moivc  the  m^ 
chine;  and  although  they  are  unwilling, .  from  tll6 
ui^ofitable  nature  of  the  dxstjy  to.  do  k  theinselves^ 
yet  are  they  equally  hostile  to  every  atteinpt  ^  ba  ibe 
part  of  others  tx>  fill  op  tbechasia.  Thetresiiltis/ 
that  many  good  things  ;for  the  public  and  tbe:eauit- 
try,  are  either  postponed  or  totally  ouuttSdd^  Wbeifc 
the  power  rests^  the. measure  will  sot  be. pursued:; 
while  the  same  power  and  influence  opecatae  i^  pfe^ 
venting  the  attempt  bemg  made  by  others^  Meie 
matters  of  punctilio  often  stand  in  the  way  of  great 
and  beneficial  arrangements,  and  minds  thus  dth 
luded,  grasp  and  ei^erly  cherish  the  sbadpvr,  wUe 
the  substance  passes  away. 

Nothing  can  be  more  hostile  lo  the  cukivatiQU  of 
the  science  of  usefiii  and  eiffcctivc  Pblioe,  than 
opinions  and  misconseptions,  operating  throu^ 
the  medium  and  under  the  shelter  of  o&cibI  xn^ 
Auence. 

'  It  is  to  a  correct  and  well-^noed  Paiice,  and  to 
the  removal  of  those  obstructions^  whioh  opecatd  aa  a 
bar  to  its  progress  to  maturity^  that  this  Country  if^ 
ultiinately  to  be  indebted  &x  the  security  of  th4 
rights  of  innocence;  for  the  preservation  of  life,  and  Uh 
berty ;  and  the  support  of  that  excellent  Consticution^ 
which^  standing  on  the  basis  of  virtue  and  moraKty^ 
is  only  to  be  rendered  permament  and  secure^  by  pre^ 
servmg  its  foundatioci^  and  by  guarding  it'  against 
the  rapid  inroads^  which  relaxed  principles,  ai^ng 

a  ftofi 


'310  TftEATISE    ON* 

from  the  sudden  influx  of  wealthy  ha ve  made  upon  the 
'  best  interests  of  society. 

Prejudices,  when  strongly  rooted,  produce  many 
evils  in  public  life,  although  the  best  intentions  may 
cbList.  By  indulging  in  habits  thus  prone  to  deceive, 
the  understanding  loses  its  proper  tone.  Deception 
occupies  the  station  of  truth,  and  the  judgment 
is  misled.-'«<-Reason  loses  her  distinguishing  faculties, 
i^**th6  mind  becomes  jaundiced,  and  truth  is  over- 
whelmed and  enveloped  in  mist  and  darkness. 

The  mind  of  man  can  only  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
panded by  cherishing  a  jealousy  against  the  influ*- 
eoce  of  prejudice,  as  the  means  of  seeing  things  as 
they  really  are. 

In  discussing  subjects  of  political  ceconomy,  this 
maxim  cannot  be  sufficiently  appreciated.  It  directs 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  course  best  adapted  to 
the  ihtei^t  of  society ;  it  hluntsevery  species  of  resent*- 
ment,  and  excites  pity  even  for  the  worst  and  most 
fnischievbus  of  the  human  race;  it  excites  in  the 
ttrind  a  desire  to  promote  amendment,  rather  than 
punishment ;  and  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
human  beings  in  a  course  of  criminal  turpitude,  by 
measures  of  prevention,  rather  than  by  examples  of 
severity.  ... 

.  A  too  tenacious  adherence  to  obsolete  regulations^ 
after  the  causes  which  rendered  them  necessary 
are  no  longer  in  existence,  and  the  reasons  upon 
which  they  were  founded  have  peased,  will  ever 
ifemte  powerfqlly  as  an  obstriiction  to  those  bene- 
ficial 


ficial  arrangements  in  the  Science  of  Police,  which 
are  so  imperiously  called  for  by  the  rapid  change 
which  is  sufficiently  visible  in  Society. 

The  emoluments  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  of 
London,  as  'Conservators  of  the  Rivers  Thames 
and  Medwayj  seem  to  arise  chiefly  from  fines  and 
amerciaments^  which  must  be  very  inconsiderable  ; 
since  in  the  course  of  a  Century,  only  35  diflTerent 
Offences  are  stated  as  haying  occurred,  subjecting  the 
Delinquents  to  punishment. (^) 

In  the  Statement  presented  by  the  City  of  London, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Conimons,  no  emo- 
luments are  stated,  but  the  various  Rights  exercised 
by  the  City  of  London,  as  Conservators  of  the  River 
Xhames,  are  in  that  document  classed  under  the  foU 
lowing  Heads : 

* 

(i)  See  a  Brief  Statement  of  the  Title  of  the  City  of  London, 
to  the  Conservancy  of  the  RSvcr  Thames  and  Waters  of  Medway, 
delivered  to  the  Dock  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in 
1 799  '^  as  given  in  tbe  Appendixi  to  the  minutes  of  evidence  before 
that  Committee,  pge  9a,  Scq. 

In  this  Document  the  Corporation  rest  the  title  of  the  City ; 
— ^ist.  on  xf^  gzpund  ^fnscriptien,  confirmed  by  the  confession  of 
the  Attox;^ey-generaI,  and  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Bxche* 
quer.  Trill.  Term.  3.  Jac.  I. — 2d.  On  Ancieni  CharUrs,  particu. 
larly  those  of  8  Rtc.  I ;  1  >*» ;  1 1  Heu.  Ill ;  1  Ediv.  Ill  j  3 
yac.  I ;  14  Ciarits  II.— 3d.  On  Mts  of  Parliament^  particularly 
17  Ric»  II.  C«  9;  %Hm*  VI.  c.  15;  4  Hen.  VII.  c.  15;  27 
Men.  VIII.  c.  i8  5  14  Geo^  m^.^-  9i-— 4th.  On  Reporu  of  Legal 
Deterininations,  particularly  in  Davis's  Reports^  ^6,  ^7  ;  Siderfin, 
148  i  4th  Institute,  250. — And  lastly.  On  the  Exercise  of  the 
Bifht^  in  a  rariety  of  instances  sbecifjed. 

I  I.  5^ 


Sli 


>nSATMB  oir 


I.  The  right  of  rigulattng 
the  Shipping. 


A.D. 
One  instance  txaxtA  to 

have  occured  in     .    .  1 669 

Two  in i^io 

(^e  in 171 1 

One  in      .     •     .     .     .  1721 

One  in 1^28 

One  in     •     •     •     .     »  17'ti 

.One  in      ......  1743 

II.  The  privilege  $/ fixing COnc  instsince  stated  to  have 

Posts  in  the  River,  fir  J  occurred  of  Posts  being 
the  ecnveniency  o/Ship-)  set  up  near  the  Custom- 
pi^g'  ^  house,  at  the  City's  expence  1 5  J3 

III.  The  privilege  ofremev^  TOne  instance  is  stated  of 
ing  Obsiructions  ecca-j  this  right  being  cxcr- 
sicned  by  Wears   anai     cised  in      .      .      •     •     '5^9 


Steps, 


^Another  instance  occurs  in  i6iu 


"One  instance  occurs  of  this 
Right  being  exercised  in 
the  year  161 71  at  the  ex- 
pence ol  /.afe6    ^   y 
]  Another  is  the  ytsir  1624; 
The  saine  docuiftent  -states 
4V.  rhe  rigM  9/ LleMHsmgj      '^  general  term»,' "  tha< 
the  River  Thames.       :       *c  City  eif  London  have 

es^pend^  io  keeping  in 
ttpaii^  4hfl  Av^emies  to  th« 
l^verTliBfliei^ud  public 
Stairs  mi  Dotks.  and 
Cleansing  Ae  said  Riytr, 
upon  an  aveny^  of  th(s 
last  20  years,  the  sum  o^ 


V.Thi 


SIIVB&  poueE. 


V.  The  prtvtUgi  of  direct-,  f 

ing  in  what  places^  and    One  instance  occurs  of  this 

the  manner  in    which        Right  being  exercised  in 

Ballast  should  be  ta-'^^  No  instance  is  stated  sincG 

ken  out  of  the  River        that  remote  period. 

Thames,  L 

^rt    cm.  -7        1-        rOne  in^ance  is  stated  to 

'VI.  The  frtvuege  of  re-  \      .  ,  . 

.  .        I     r>    1        .        have  occurred  in     .     • 
pairtnz  the  Bankj  ana     _  .  ,  .  . 

^^       ,      ^   t     n<  One  on  coinplaint  mute 
Breaches  of  the  Rtver^      *_4u-.  r»^..-»  :^ 

Thames^ 


in 


1659 


to-^he  Court  in 
Ond  in 


9 


H72 


'One  instance  stated  in  the 

Reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

A  WateNBailiJTappoimed 

censini  and}emittinA      ^^  ^^"^'    »«*«    *^^ 
^Aor/x,       Encroach^{      Port  Galley s,^m^ 


VII.  7*f  /nWZf/#  of  Li- 


ments,  and  other  inno- 
cent Projections* 


VIIL  Tie  frtviligi  wf 
mvini  RmknforPr^ 
JutioHSt  ^emd  fm  inno 
wmt  EneroacbmMfk 


Encroachmetus  in  •  ^  1663 
One  instance  to  the  Navy 

Board 178S 

One  to  the  Trinity*house  1 793 
'Onet6tlteVktua1ing-bt>ard  1795 


Tearlf  Renti 
''Exercised  in  1706      £.1    o    o 
and  fine  of  fifty  guineas 
Exercised  in  1724  ..200 
.    •     .    in  1731    a  Pepper-corn 

•  *  .    in  1732    .      406 

•  •     in  1745    .300 

•  «    in  1762    •    15  15    Q 


IX.  n$ 
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IX.  7bi  privilege  of  abat-.  f-  ^  A.  D# 
/%  <?r  rr«m'/7^l  Exercised  in  ,  -  .  .  1621 
»^J  //>,  Encroach^}  .  .  in  .  .  .  .  1681 
//;^  //7/i>  /A^  ^/Vrl  ..  in  ....  1684 
Thames.                       L 

X.  The  privilege  of  erecting  r^ 

'         '^'««^'««"?-"^  I  Exercised  in     ....     1669 
f^.*'"^";^*^').    .     .in    ...    .     167a 

Places.  .       t 

N.  B.  The.  foUowing  Stairs  were  erected*  and  continue  to 
be  repaired  at  the  City's  expence,  viz. — 

BiHtngsgaie  Jllhallows  Stairs 

Says  Stairs  Puddk  Dock  Stairs 

Summers  ^ay  Stairs  Trigg  Stftirs 

Temple  Stairs  ^eenbithe  Stairf 
Cousins  Stairs                   •    Three  Crane  Stairs 

Dowgate  Stairs  Panls  fVharf  Stairs 
Old  Swan  Stairs 

XL  ne  privitegi  f  tiiat^  f^^^^^^ '1^  ....  1680 

ing  or  remffuing  Stairs y    .     .     in  .     .    .     .  i68i 

and  CausewajSf  made^*     •     .     in  .     .     •     .  1685 

hf  Individuals*             V..     *    «     in  •     •     «     «  1 698 

fExercised  in     •    •     •    •     1657 
I  When  ad  ofder  was  made  * 
I  directmg  the  Waier^baliff  tQ 
XI  I.   The  privilege  ofgiv-  I  survey  the  Rker,  from  tim^ 
ing'  orders    respecting^  to  time,  and  as  often  as-ha 


Floats  upon  the  River. 


finds  Timber  fastened  or 
loose,  to  the  hinderance  of  the 
common  passage  of  the  Riveri 

floating 
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815 


XII  •  (Contimud.) 


Xni.  The    privilege 
Sficial  Viewu- 


XIV.    The     privilege 
granting    Licences 


< 


of 
to 


floating  on  the  same*  to  seize  the 
smd  Timber,  and  convey  it  to  the 
Bridge- house,  or  some  convenient 
place,  and  to  keep  the  same  until 
the  owner  be  known,  and  shall  pay 
the  charges  ;  and  if  no  owner  ap- 
pears within  a  year  and  a  day* 
then  to  be  sold^as  other  goods  and 
things  usually  are  which  are  found 
floating  on  the  River. 


r  10  January,  19th  of  Henry. VII.* 

(1504}.  An  Inquest  was  appoints 
ed  of  substantia!  persons  dwelling 
next  the  Thames,  betwixt  the 
Tower  and  the  Temple,  to  in^ 
quire  as  to  Encroachments  and 
Defaults  made  and  done  on  the 
River  Thames :  and  the  Alder- 
men  of  the  Wards  adjoining  the 
said  River  and  the  Viewers  of  the 
Court  were  ordered  to  go  with  the 
Inquest,  and  view  and  over-see 
all  Defaults. 

N.  B.  No  specific  instance  is 
stated  of  this  privilege  being  ex- 
ercised, since  that  period. 

Exercised  in  •  ...  1595 
A  Floating  Mill  on  Barges 

allowed      .      •    •    •     1655 


erect  Mi/Is  and  Water  1  An  Engine  against  Arundel 

j     Wall,  to  convey  Water 


mrh. 


^   into  Covent  G»den»  .&c. 

XV.  Th^ 
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r Exercised  by  the  Lord  Mayoress 
e  frtvi  fgeoj   o   -  i  CoMervator  of  the  River,  general* 

ing  Courts  of  Comer- ].     .  .       i  r  t.    c 

,       ,  1       <  ly  twice  m  the  year,  for  each  oi 
vancy,  and  punishment      .      .       ,,        .        r  y.M^:i^^ 
r  jt  J  ^"^  *^"r  bounties  of  Middlesex, 

oj  offenders, 

(.Essex,  Surry  and  Kent. 

XVI.  The  prhilege  of  re* ,  ^        .     ,       ,  ,       -^ 

,    .        f      r^.  f       C  Exercised  under  ancient  Ciiarters> 
^u/ating   the    Fishefy,}  j        .- 

.L     n-        o-»        <ana  the  more  modern  directions 
m  the   i<iV€rt,Tb/unes  } 

^nd Midway.  ^^^ ''«  ^ct  of  30  Geo.  II.  c.  2l« 

On  ^  general  review  of  these  specific  Rights  and 
Privileges  it  will  appear^  that  npiany  of  them  arcbur- 
den&oiwe  and  expensive ;  and,  perhaps,  it  nmy  be 
owing  to  this  circumstance  that  such  a  small  propor- 
tion  of  the  whole  catalogue  of  privileges,  has  been  ex- 
ercised during  a  century  past.  The  right  of  regulating 
the  Shipping,  appears  not  to  have  been  exercised  for 
the  last  56  ycars^  and  no  instance  is  stated  of  repair- 
ing Banks  or  Breaches  in  the  River,  since  1725, 

In  short,  the  Act  of  Licerictng  the  permission  of 
Wharfsy  Encroachments y  and  other  innocent  frojec^ 
tio7i5y  and  of  receiving  Rents  for  such  indulgences, 
appears  to  be  the  only  privilege  exercised  during  the 
present  Century,  in  addition  to  the  two  instances 
already  adduced ;  except  holding  Courts  (^  Conser- 
vancy, and  cleansing  the  River  at  a  very  great 
expense  to  the  Corporation.  (/)    If  there   be    no 

expence 

f/)  From  the  indistiact  mode  of  statement,  in  tbe  to  Appendix, 
the  minutes  of  evidence  befaie  tlie  WecDock  Committee,  (p.  96} 
it  does  not  dearly  appear  whether  the  sum  there  mentioned  of 
/.6950  12  8  was  the  avenge  annual  o^eoce  of  cleansing  the 
River,  or  the  focil  amomit  fiir  the  last  20  years,     (See  antty  p. 

312.) 


adeqnate .  Fund  ami Dgi  from  the  pso^tt  of  ii» 
Conservancy  to  meet  sud»  a.beavy  exp6nce,  lb]3>  lik<^ 
many  other  andent  privileges,  becoixKs  .-iao  .  lo9ft 
noxious  to  the  reepectahle  Body  invested. wMi.  tbib 
right,  than  it,  must  be  injaridus  to  the  NaTigetoPftof 
the  River ;  since  itiWouI4  be  the  hcighA  ofMjmUQ^ 
to  require  the  City  of  Loadon  ta  appi^wt§  it» 
Funds  to  a  service,  reqainng^a  l^if;e  amiUftlidiitl^rsan 
ment  of  money  where  inb:  tienefit'  aiiaea /lit  ney^f (^  :-r" 
Nor  is  it  less  injurious  to  the  Trade  and.^»¥ig9(ft9ift 
of  the  River  Thames,  that  so  great  an  objwt.  1^ 
the  preservation  of  the  qncierit  d^i>tk\jOf  ^w^ter, 
shouki^d^peod  ondrcumat^nces  and  anidpgiifneftt^  %f^ 
hoslilb  to  its  improvement.  -_,:   \ 

The  Unctions  of  the  Trinity^Hoijise^  whkA  wiU 
be  expibraed  in  the  sueceeding  Chapter,  i  do  nOfi 
appear  to  extend  further  than  raiding  Balla&t  <uit»bl^ 
for  Ships )«  and  while  no  provision  is  made' .1^  thfl 
e^cpence,  except  what  arises  firom  tbcSalttf,  it^a^pot 
be  expected  that  the  obstructions  Qattoe4  by  (|t> 
accumulation  of  Mud  in  different  *parfci  of  th^ 
River,  (which  is  unfit  for  ballast)  can  be  rei' 
moved  by  either  of  .these  Public  .Bodies,  (thf 
City  of  London,  or  the  Trinity  Corporation,)  uo* 
less  it  can  be  rendered  so  far  productive  as 
to  '  defray '  the '  expbnce;  and  hence  arises  a  most 
important  consideration  In  respect  to  Uais  braoch:of 
the  Police  of  this  great  Trading  River.  Th^.evi- 
dence  before  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Qomr 

'3x2.)    It  wodcUeeiti not  tdapt^f  to^  Feol  wKefethe^p^aod 
Vends  jovjaoored. 


mons 
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Hions  shews,  and  indeed,  it  is  admsttdd  on'  aU  bandif^ 
that  a  most  alarming  evil  exists  with  respect  to  tlie) 
progressive  diminution  of  the  depth,  against  which 
there  appears  to  be  no  remedy  provided.  If  it  hadr 
been  so,  the  evil  could  not  have  increased;  but' as 
the  cause  19  now  explained,  and  as  it  is  obvious  that 
(here  exists  no  direct  responsibility  with  respect  to 
the  preservation  and  security  of  the  Navigation:  of 
the  River,  it  woiiM  seem  UgUy  expedient  that  aomr 
mode  should  be    devised    befoce    the    difficulties 

increase. 

In  addition  to  these  privileges  which  have  been 
Specifically  defied,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corpora* 
tion  have  recently  had  new  Powers  ccmferDed,  and 
iew  £>uti«s  hnposcd,  on  them  by  the  JVet^Dock  Act 
already  noticed ;  >which,  proves  that  the  privilege  of 
l«gulatmg  Vessels  by  theConservatorof  the  River,  was 
Hot  Si3ifficiently  defined  torender  it  useful; or  cedent. 

It  has  been  already  noticed,  in  the  preceding 
Chapter,  that  in  consequence  of  the  surrender  of 
the  Mooring- Chains  by  the  Crown  and  its  Grantee, 
the  Corporation  are  empowered  to  remove  and  alter 
the  present  .Moortng-Ghams^  and  place  others  from 
time  to  time  under  the  inspection  and  approbation  of 
the  Trinity-House. 

By  §  78  of  this  Act,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London 
for  the  time  being,  as  Conservator  of.  the  Rive? 
Thames,  is  authorised  and  required  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  shall  be,  to  nominate  and  appoint 
a  proper  person  or  pcrsoni^  (who  by  §  79>  ™^st  be 
Q  previously 


RtvsB  poii^cEi  dig 

prcjyiously  duly,  examined  by  the  Trinity  Corpora- 
tion^ arid  obtain  a  Certificate  of  their  fitness) 
to  cxecdte  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master  in  the 
Port  of  Iionddn,  and  the  Canal  and  other  Works  ; 
(except  the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances ; 
tfnA*  except  such  parts  of  -the  River  Thames,  at 
lAmehtmse-'hoJe  and  Blachbailj  as  shall  be  with« 
iti'  the  distance  of  200  yards  *  ftom  '^  any  entrance 
diit  of  the  River  into  the  Works  of  the  West-India 
Dock  Company.) — ^Tb'ese  Harbour-Masters  may  be 
suspended  or  amoved  on  sufficient  cause,  by  the 
Corporation;  s^nd  have  power  and  authority '  given 
thenrt,  (subject  to  the  regulations  and  restrictiona 
hereafter  mentioned,)  to  direct  the  Enterihg^  Moor- 
iiig  and  Unmooring,  Moving  and  Removing,  all 
S'bips,  Vbssels,  Lighters  and  Craft,  (except  those  of 
the  Trimtyt^house,)  coming*into,  lying,  or  being  in 
the  Port  of  London,  and  in  the  Canal  and  Cuts,  or 
any  of  them,  (excepting  the  Docks  and  such  parts 
of  the  River  as  were  before  excepted.) — Also  to 
regulate  the  '  times  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
into,  lying  in,  or  going  out  of  the  same ;  and  their 
respective  Births,  Stations,  Positions,  Lading,  and 
Discharging  therein;  and ^ the  time,  or  times,  of 
opening  and  shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said 
Canal.  And  in  case  the  Owner,  Master,  or  Pilot, 
&c.  having  the  charge  or  command  of  any  Ship,  or 
Vessel,  shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  Moor,  or  Un- 
moor, Move,  or  Remove  any  Ship,  according  to 
such  direction,  within  twelve ,  hours  after  notice 
^  given 


gmn  m  vrrltings'  w}e^  with  wme  person  on  board 
the  Ship  or  Vessel  for  that  piirpose ;  then  tbe  said 
H^rbopr^Master^i  and  their  As^^t^itfS)  are  rcr- 
quired  to  Mqoxg  Unmoor,  Move  aod  Remove,. 
Sfuch  3bjp  or  Vesse),  i  and  the  QbargQs  and  expencea 
thereof  respectiveiy  shall  be  i^paid»  together  with  a^. 
sum  not  (exceeding  Ten  nor  leas  than  Five  Fouod^ 
for  Moh  ofTcncej  by  the  Master  or  Owner,  or  the 
person  having  the  charge  or  cpraniaEnd  of  such  Ship; 
and  may  be  recovered  by  the /}grporation  of  London 
&qp  this  Owner  of  the  Ship,  in. case  of  ij^on^-payment 
theriH>fy  Ofi  demand ;  and  in  cas^  ai\y  Master^ 
Commander^  Mate,  Hlot,  or  other  person,  shall 
obatructj  or  binder^  the  Mooring,  Unmoorii^,. 
Mpying,«or  Ren^oving^  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in, 
tb^'  sakt  Fort,  (with  the  aforesaid  exceptions^)  such 
person  shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  Ten  nor 
J^  than  Five  Pounds. 

By  §  S2  it  is  provided^  that  the  orders  given  by 
these  llarbour-Masters,  [or  by  the  Dock-Masters,  or 
Directors  of  the  West  India  I)ook  Copipany,]  shall 
90t  diminish  the  responsibility  of  the  person  having 
charge  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel. 

By  §  p2,  the  Haibour -Masters  arp  directed  to 
observe  the  regulations  in  Statute  1 Q  Geo«  III.  Cap* 
58,  99  to  tbe  stationing  of  Foreign  Vess^Js  5  and  those 
in  Statute -29  Gep.  III.  Cap.  6«,  as  to  Mooring 
Ships  and  Imppnipg  Tobai^o. 

^  §  79>  if  9t  ^ny  time  it  shall  be  certified  to  the 
Lord  Maj^  of  London,   by  ^brg?  or  more  eldcr^ 

Brethren 
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Brethren*  pf  the  Trinity-house,  that  any  person 
appointed  to  execute  the  Office  of  Harbour-Master, 
has  neglected  his  duty,  or  inisoonducted  himself, 
such  person  shall  be  discharged,  and  shall  be  inca- 
pable of  being  again  restored  to  his  Office ;  and 
another  sball  be  appointed  by  the  Lord--Mayor. — AH 
Harbour-Masters  are  directed  to  attend  the  Trinity* 
House  whenever  required,  by  a  writing  under  the 
hands  of  any  three  or  more  of  the  elder  Brethren. 

By  §  83,  the  intended  Canal,  Cuts,  and  Works^ 
arc  declared  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  Lord* 
Mayor,  as  Conservator  of  th^  River  Thames,  as  if 
actually  part  of  the  River. 

By  §  84,  the  Caoal,  and  the  New  Docks,  &c.  are 
declared  to  be  parts  of  the  Port  of  London ;  and 
.Vessels  resorting  thereto,  are  to  be  subject  to  all 
Fort  regulations  and  duties* 

By  §  85,  Goods  landed  or  Shipped  upon  or  from 
the  intended  Quays,  or  Wharfs,  in  the  New  Docks, 
are  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations, 
&c.  as  if  Landed  or  Shipped  on  or  from  the  present 
Legal  Quays. 

By  §  86>  the  Quays  in  such  of  the  Docks  as  shall 
be  walled  round,  are  declared  to  be  Legal  Quays. 

By  $  108,  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com^ 
mon-Council,  are  authorized  to  make  Bye-Laws, 
Rules,  Orders^  and  Regulations;  for  the  good 
Government  of  the  Harbour-Masters,  and  other 
peraons,  to  be  employed  under  the  Act  by  the  Cor- 
pi^catiot),*>-^Qr  regulating  the  Wark^  &c.  authorised 

X  to 
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to  be  made  by  them,  while  making,  and  when  com  - 
pleted  ; — for  the  more  safe  and  convenient  Naviga- 
ting,   Placing,    Mooring,   and  Unmooring,  Ships, 
and   other    Vessels,    in    the    River   Thames,    &c. 
(Docks,  &c.  excepted :)— for  the  better  Governing, 
and    Regulating,   all    Masters  of  Vessels,    Pilots, 
Lightermen  and  others,  within  the  said  Port,  Canal^ 
imd    its    appurtenances : — for   preventing  damage 
being  done  to  Shipping,  Lighters,  and  Craft,  or  any 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise,  by  the  issuing  of 
the  Waters  from  Houses  and  Buildings ;  and  such 
other  Bye-Laws  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  and 
expedient,  so  as  the  same  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
with  this  or  any  other  Act :   and  also,  to  repeal  and 
alter  the  same  Bye-Laws,  and  to  afBx  reasonable 
Penalties  not  exceeding  Forty  Shillings,  for  non^ 
observance   thereof.     These    Bye-Laws  are  to  be 
printed  and  distributed  in  the  Port  of  London :— * 
But,  (by  §  111,)  these  Bye-Lsiws  shall  not  be  valid 
or  put  in  force  until  allowed  and  approved  of  by  the 
Lord- Chancellor,  two  Chief  Justices  of  the  King's- 
Bench  and  Common-Pleas,    and    the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  one  or  more  o[ 
thctn: — And  (by  §  112,)  thirty  days  before  these 
B)e-Laws  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Judges,  a  Copy  of 
them  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Trinity-House,  who 
may  state  their  objections,    if   any,  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor  and  Corporation  ;  and  if  not  satisfied  with 
their  deciasion,  they  may  then  state  such  objections 
to  the  Judges  before  the  said  Bye>La^s  ^re  allowed. 

-  By 
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By  §  108^  the  penalties  inflicted  by  these  Bye- 
Laws,  are  recoverable  by  distress  and  sale,  by  warrant 
of  any  one  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  offences  are  committed ;  who  if  the 
penalties  are  not  paid,  may  commit  the  Offender  for 
twenty  djiys,  or  till  payment  of  the  samfe. 

By  $  175,  (which  saves  the  rights  of  his  Majesty 
and  the  Corporation,)  the  Lord-Mayor  is  empow- 
ered, in  like  manner  as  he  hath  used  on  other 
occasions,  to  inquire  of,  hear,  and  determine,  *^  by 
presentment,  or  indictment,  taken  before  him,  a0 
Cdnservator  of  the  said  River  and  Waters,  all 
offences  contrary  to  this  Aci^  or  such  Bye-Laws^ 
Rales,  and  Regulations,  as  shall  be  made  as  afore- 
said; and  upon  conviction  of  the  Offenders,  to 
impose  any  -penalty  not  exceeding  what'^is  inflicted 
by  the  Act,  or  by  the  Bye-Laws,  for  such  offence/* 

By  §  1 369  '^  In  consideration  of  the  security^ 
accommodation,  and  dispatch,  which  will  be  pro- 
duced by. means  of  the  Canal,  as  safer  and  more 
expeditious  for  Ships  and  Vessels,  than  the  present 
cincuitous  and  dangerous  passage  round  the  Isle  of 
Dogs ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges 
which  .will  be  occasioned  by  Maintaining,  Repairing^ 
and  Improving,  and  Managing  the  said  Canal^ 
Cuts,  and  otbelr  Works,  and  by  Providing,  and 
keeping  a  sufficient  number  of  Lock-keepers,  and 
other  Officers  and  Servants,  and  Draught-horses, 
tor  the  assistance  and  proper  accommodation  of 
Vessels  in  ia«h  passage."— Tb^  Mayor;  and  Com- 

r  3  monalty. 
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tnonalty,  and  Citizens  of  London,  ftnd  thejr  Suc- 
cessors, (from  and  after  the  cxpitation  of  three 
years,  next  ensuing  the  time  when  the  Canal  shall 
be  first  ready  for  use,  and  notice  shall  have  beea 
given  of  the  same  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  two 
or  more  public  Morning  News-papers  usually  circu- 
latcd  in  London,)  arc  authorised  to  ask,  demand, 
take  and  receive,  (oter  and  above  the  other  Tonnage 
Hates,  made  payable  to  His  Majesty,  and  also  the 
dues  to  th«  West-India  Dock  Company,)  of  and 
from  all  Ship«,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  which  shall  enter 
and  make  use  of  the  said  intended  Canal ;  any 
fiate  or  Rates  not  exceeding  the  foUowiwg— 

tx.  For  every  Ship,  w  Vessel,  Lightes.  Baige. 
Of  other  Craft,  Laden,  or  Unladen,  enteuiig 
tiie  said  Canal. 

If  of  200  Tons  register  Measurement,  or 

upwards    •  m.  f>er  Ton. 

2.  Jf  of  100  Tons  and  under  aooTons   •     .  i|d.  pw  Ton. 
3-  If  of    S^  *^  ^ndcr  foo  ^on«  *.    .    x^i*  fm  ^1.) 

4.  If  of    ao         and  under  50  Tens»  being 

Vessek  carrying  Sf il      .     ......    5^   fim  «Bil 

5.  Every  Lighter,    Barge,    Boat^  Oait«   &e. 

which  shall  be  rowed  throut^h  the  said  Canad     r  Sbillingf  , 

which  Rates  aud  Duties  are  vested  m  th«  Mayotv 
Commonalty,  and  Citkeiis,  and  their  Successors,  afe. 
their  own  proper  monies,  bat  for  the  parpostt  oTl^it 
Act; ;  and  shall  be  paid  upon  Stiips,  of  t)thet  Vcssds, 
entering  withm  any  Lock,  or-JFIood-gtitc,  of  the 
Canal ;  or  at\sucb  other  tkue^^M  Ae  Ldrd-Mayor, 

*  *  Aldernieni 


•Al^rmeni  and  G^mmoQ  Coanoila  sbaH  appoint; 
and  shall  bo  psud  only  once  for  each  and  every 
transit,  or  passage,  across  the  I^le  of  Dogs,  whether 
upw^trds  or  downwards ;  and  jSiich  Duties  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Collectors  into  the  Chamber  of  Londoq. 

By  ^  14^^  the  Cdnotion  Council  are  empowered  to 
lower  the$9  Transit  Rates,  (on  exanuning  th^ 
accounts  to  be  i^^pt  concerning  the  Canal,  &c.)  and 
again  (o  r^se  th^oi  when  n^cx^sary,  but  not  beyond 
their  original  height,  as  before  stated. 

By  §  157i  the  Chamberlain  i%  directed  to  keep 
9{XQum9  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  to  and  by 
tlie  City,  arii^ing  as  well  from  th^  said  TranaU  Rater, 
as  from  the  money  directed  to  bq  advanced  tQ  them, 
(see  Chap.  X,  p/293.) 

By  ^  15p,  be  is  also  directed  yearfy,  after  the 
Works  shall  be  begun,  to  lay  before  Parliament,  and 
the  Trtasurj^  true  accounts  of  the  receipt  and  appli- 
cation pf .  all  iQoney  reowed  by  the  City  by  virtue  of 
tbb  Act.  '      . 

By  ^  155,  the  application  of  the  produce  of  these 
Transit  Rates,  1$  directed  to  be  a$  follows  .:~ist.  For 
paying  the  charges  incurred  jn  collecting  and 
receiving  the  same» — ftd,  for  paying  cornpensations 
for  Losses,  and  deficiencies  of  Tythes,  Taxes,  Sewer- 
Rates,  and  other  Rates  and  Assessments. — ^3d.  In 
discharging  the  Qcceeaary  expenoes  of  Attending, 
Managing,  and  Regulating;,  (after  being  finished^) 
and  in  Maintaining,  Repairing,  Preserving,  and 
Improving,   the   said   Canal,    Sec.  including   the 

charges 
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charges  of  towiflg  Ships,  and  opening  and  shutting 
Flood-gates  :  and  lastly,  all  the  residue  or  overplus, 
is  to  be  appKed  in  creating  a  Fund,  in  aid  of  the  ' 
said  Transit  Rates,  in  order  that  they  may  in  diie 
time  be  lowered. 

For  the  transacting  of  all  the  CorporatiOH  business 
respecting  this  Act,  the  Common  Counfcil  are  autho- 
rised to  appoint  Committees  ;  on  whicb,  persons 
interested  in  any  Contracts,  are  not  eligible. 
These  Committees  are  empowered  to  contract  with 
proper  persons,  (whether  Freemen  of  London  or 
not,)  for  performing  the  Works  to  be  done  by  the 
Corporation:  Previously  to'  the  making  such  Con* 
,  tracts,  notice  is  to  be  given  in  the  Public  Papers, 
and  all  Contracts  are  to  be  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
Corrimittee  by  th6ir  Clerk,  and  entered  in  a  proper 
•book.  Finally,  the  Common  Council  and  their 
Committees,  are  authorised  to  appoint  Clerks,  Col- 
lectors, Treasurers,  and  other  Officers  $  with  Sala- 
ries, to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  to  be  received  by 
the  Corporation  under  the  Act,  and  who  are  to  give 
security  to  fulfil  their  respective  Trusts.  See  the 
Act,  §164~168. 

Such,  on  the  whole,  may  be  stated  to  be  the  Old 

and^'New  Functions,  (for  they  cannot  be  called 

privileges,)  incumbent  on  the  Lord-Mayor  as  Con- 

•  servitor  of  the  River,  and  the  Corporation  of  the 

(City  ofLondon,  to  exercise  and  perform. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Ancient  Charters  have 
placed  under  the*  same'  management  and  coi)iroU 

certain 
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certaia  classes  of  Labourers  in  jspeci^c  branQhes  of 
Commerccj  who,  by  the  appointQient  of  the  City 
of  London,  possess  exclusive  privileges,  so  far  a^ 
relate  ta  the  measurement  of  Coalsy  Grain^  Sah, 
Fnuts^  Fegetahks,  &c.  water-borne  on  the  Thames, 
.  Certain  other  privilpges  also  attach  to  the  Garbling 
of  .Merchandise  Impgrted,  (except  Tobacco,)  and 
to  the  Package,  Scavage,  Balliage,  and  Portage  of 
Goods,  and  the  Package  of  Cloth. 
.  420  privileged  Carts,  belonging  to  the  Fellowship 
of  Carmen,  (2^)  are  also  regulated  by  the  City  of 
London,  who  give  security,  and  have  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  acting  for  hire  in  the  City.  They  are 
also  compellable  to  do  the  Cartage  business  of  the 
Port  when  called  on,  and  are  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  their  Load,  and  the  conduct  of  their  Ser- 
vants. They  pay  annually  17s.  4d.  to  the  Governors 
of  Christ's-Hospital  for  their  Licence,  and  23s.  6d. 
for  every  Transfer,  which  is  generally  sold  for 
about  ^.100. 

Tackle- house  Porters,  (who  have  about  1,500 
Ticket-Porters  {x)  under  them,)  arc  also  regulated  by 
the  City  of  London.  They  havethe  privilege  of  per- 
forming the  labour  of  Unshipping,  Landing,  Carry- 

(«)  These  are  stated  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Dock  Committee  of 
the  Moose  of  Commons,  May  30^  2797,  to  rapport  600  &«9in. 
Thj^  Society  was  institoted  in  1665. 

'  (x)  It  is  stated  in  the  same  Minote^  that  there  axe  1500  Tlfikd- 
Potters  in  all,  whp  woik  ooder  the  Tackle-house  Port^rst  9^ 
whichi  about  509  aire  employed  in  the  business  of  the  Waterrvide. 

inf, 
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ing,  and  Houang  the  Goods  of  the  Sotrtb-Sea 
Company^ — the  East-India  Company,  and  all  other 
Goods,  except  from  the  East-Country, — ^the  produce 
of  the  British  Plantations,  and  Ireland,  and  Goods 
Coastwise. — ^They  give  Bond  for  ^f  .500,  to  make 
restitution  in  case  of  loss  or  damage,  and  are  limited 
to  Rates  settled  by  the  City  of  London.  In  per- 
forming the  labour  of  the  Port,  if  Ticket-Porters 
are  not  at  hand,   they  tnay  employ  any  that  offer. 

The  Ticket-Porters  are  persons  appointed  by  the 
City  of  London,  and  have  granted  to  them  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  of  unshipping,  landing,  and  housing 
Pitch,  Tar,  Soap- Ashes,  Wainscot  Fir,  Poles,  Masts, 
Deals,  Oars,  Chests,  Tables,  Flax  and  Hemp,  brought 
tb  England  from  the  East  Country  ;  also  Iron,  Cord- 
age, and  Timber,  and  all  Goods  of  the  produce  of 
Ireland,  and  the  British  Plantations,  and  all  Goods 
Coastwise  (except  Lead.)  They  give  Security  in 
lOO/.  for  Fidelity,  and  have  their  Names  and  Num- 
bers on  a  Metal  Badge. 

Besides  thes^  difterent  classes  of  Labourers^  >vbo 
enjoy  exclusive  privileges  in  thfc  general  System  of 
Police  in  the  River  Thames,  the  City  of  London  has 
Under  its  Control  and  Regulation,  the  Company  of 
Watermen,  who  compose  a  Body  of  about  12,000 
jncQ,  about  onc-balf  of  whom  ^re  employed  in  Ligh- 
ters,  Barges,  Punts,  Wherries^  and  other  BMts,  in 
ik3Sisting  tbie  Commerce  as  Water  Carriers,  or  ac* 
tommodating  th«  Inhabitants  at  large. 

An 
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An  endeavour  has  thus  been  mado  to  develops  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  Foncttons  of  the  City  of 
London,  as  they  relate  to  the  Pdice  Regulations,  ap- 
plicable to  the  Port  of  London  and  the  River 
Thames.  As  they  are  exceedingly  extended  it  may 
be  useful  to  bring  the  whole  under  the  review  -of  the 
Reader,  by  the  following 

RECAPITULATION, 
Enumbratino  the  different   privileges  akd 

FUNCTIONS  exercised  RY  TBE  CITT  OF  LONDON, 
IN  RESPECT  TO  THE  RIVER  THAMES  AND  PORT 
OF   LONDON. 

L  Consirvatorial  Funciitms. 

\. 

1st.  To  regulate  the  Fisheries  in  the  Thames  and 
Medway,  and  to  make  Bye-Laws. 

2d.  To  preserve  the  River  from  injurious  Encroach- 
ments* 

3d.  To  deanse  the  River,  and  to  preserve  its  Depth 
by  the  removal  of  Mud  and  Filth. 

4th,  To  prevent  and  remove  Nuisances  and  Obstrde- 
tions  of  every  kind. 

5th.  To  repair  Banks  and  Breaches  in  the  River. 

6th.  To  erect  Pdsts  for  the  Conveniency  of  Ship- 
ping. 

7th.  To  maintain  and  keep  in  repair  deit^in  PuUic 
Stairs. 

8th.  To 
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.8th^  To  grants  Xiicepces  to  erect  Wharfs,  Stairs, 
Cause.ivays, .  .and  other  innocent  Projections. 

Qth.  To  t^ke  up.  a^d  jay  down  Mooring-Chains  for 
the  Conveniency  of  Shipping* 

lOth..  To  appoint  a  Water-Pailifl'  to  superintend  the 
Fi^.cnes,  an4:to  prevent  Encrcxichoients^  Ob- 
structions and  other  Nuisances  in  the  River. 

llth.  To  make  Bye-Laws  for  the  Regulation  and 
the  proper  Birthing  of  Ships,  ^  Vessels,  and 
Craft  in  the  River'  Thames;  arid  also,  Rules  for 
Harbour-Masters..  ... 

.12th.  To  manage  .and  direct  all  matters  relative  to 
.  the  CanaLacross  the  Isle  of  Dogs,  and  to  collect 
the  Rates  thereon.  ,    , 

13th.  To  appoint  one  or  more  Harbour-Masters  to 
attend  to  the  Birthing  of  Ships,  and  to  the  well- 
ordering  of  the  Port. 

14th.  To  hold  Courts  of  Conservancy,  for  the  Punish- 
ment q(  OiFences. 

11.  Functions  applicable  to  the  Trade  of  the  Forty  In 
'  Ladings  Unlading^  and  Storing  of  Merchandise. 

1st.  To  regulate  and  control  Lightermen  and  Wa- 
termen in  the  River,  amounting  to,  from  6  to 
.8,000  usually  employed. 
.2d.  To  regulate  and  control  Tackle-House  Porters, 
22  in  number. 

3d.  To  appoint,  regulate,  and  control  Ticket  Por- 
ters, for  the  lading  and  discharging  of  Goods^ 

Itbout  1500iaall. 

4th.  To 
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4fb.  To  appoint^  in  conjunctioii  ^itfa  the  Governors 
of  Christ's  Hospital,  and  to  regulate  and  coq- 
trol  Carroons  or  privileged  Carts,  420  in  num- 
ber, to  convey  Merchandise  to  and  from  the 
,  Landing  Places,  to  the  Repositories  of  the  Mer- 
chants ;  about  600  in  all,  including  Servants. 

III.  Functions  applicable  to  the  Measuremeni  of  Coah^ 
Com,  Salt,  Fruit,  and  Vegetables,  imported. 

1st.  To  appoint  sworn  Meters,  for  measuring  Coals 
in  the  Port  of  London,  and  to  control  and  regu- 
late, in  a  certain  degree,  this  important  branch 

of  Trade.(y) 

2d.  To  appoint  Com  Meters,  and  to  regulate  and 
control  the  Importation  of  this  important  ne- 
cessary of  Life. 

3d.  To  apj)(Mnt  Measurers  for  Salt,  and  also  Frait  and 

t 

Vegetables,  water-borne  on  the  Thames. 

IV.  Functions  applicable  to  the  Garbling,  Pachage, 
Scavage,  Balliage,  and  Portage,  of  Merchant 
dise ,  exported  and  imported. 

1st.  An  old  Low  of  James  I.  for  the  well-garbling 
of  spices  in  London,  (Stat  1.  Jac  L  cap.  19.) 

O)  TKe^Uraetions  of  AeChaurterof  it  Jae.  1.  with  respect  to 
chu  necemry  .^sdck  of  SttbsiMQp^  imttunwotthy  atteodoo  at 
the  present  ume* 

bdng 
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bdtigitij  length  of.  tuAe>  foUnd  useless;  if  net 
prejadicial^  was  repealed,  by  Stat  6  Ann.  c.  l6* 
and  an  equivalent  was  given  to. the  City  of 
London,  for  the  Profits  fbrtnerly  made  Of  the 
Garbler's  Office^  by  faying  a  Tax  of  40x.  yearly, 
.  to  be  paid  to  the  Chamberlain  of  London  by  all 
Brokers  ;  nevertheless.  The  Lord  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Common  Council,  may  etill,  if  they 
think  filing,  appoint  a'Garbler  who,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Owmef  of  any  Spices  or  Drugs  gar- 
bleable,  and  not  otherwisC|  «baU  garble  tbe 
Hame^  at  such  Fees  as  tbe  Lord  Mayor,  &c. 
may  appoint • 
2d.  The  privileges^  of  the  Package  of  Cloths  and  cer- 
tain other  outward-bonnd  Groods  of  Foreign 
Merchants^  Denizens  or  Aliens;  oi Scavag^ 
(/.  i.  Shewage  or  Surveying)  of  certain  Goods 
imported  by  Foreign  Merchants  \  (^  BaMiage^ 
or  Delivery  of  Goods  of  such  Merchants  to  be 
exported  upon  and  through  the  River  Thames, 
and  upon  any  Wharf  or  Shore  thereof ;  and  also 
the  portage  of  Wool,  Tin,  and  other  Articles, 
(imported  or  exported  by  such  Merchants,)  to 
and  from  the  Thames,  and  to  and  from  the 
Warebouaea  of  such  MerohaAtlt :  All^beseare 
confirmed  to  tbe  City  by  Charter,  of  the  I5th 
of  September,  l6  Charles  II;  and  certain  Rates 
and  Dufies  an  dppoioted  by  a  Schedule  to  that 
Charter,  to  be  paid  accordfngly.(«) 

m 

(x>  These  Dutiei  are  stated  at  lensth  in  Stbbl's  Sblp^MaiterU 

3  These 
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These  Functions  are  of  grckt  moment,  and  from 
their  accurate  atid  proper  execution,  advantages  of  a 
very  extensive  nature  are  to  be  derived  by  the  Com* 
munity;  while  lu  the  present  state  of  Society,  and 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  Commercial  Interests  of 

the  Port,  infinite  mischief  and  inconvenience  must 

•  •       •  . 

result  from  a  relaxed  or  inattentive  execution  of  the 
important  Duties  which  the  City  of  London  has  im- 
posed upon  itself. 

To  the  individuals  who  compose  the  respectable 
Body  of  the  Corporation  of  London,  the  utmost  con- 
fidence is  due,  both  on  account  of  their  integrity  a^d 
talents;  but  in  their  private  capacity  no  responsi- 
bility attaches,  while  in  their  Corporate  Situation,  the 
obligation  to  perform  a  Duty  is  considered  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  make  an  order,  '^  tiaS  if  shall  be 
carried  into  effect.''  Whether  therefore,  in  the  execu- 
tion there  is  merit  or  demerit,  is  not  an  object  of  In- 
quiry or  Cognizance,  unless  some  gross  misconduct 
urges  a  complaint  or  accusation.  An  Individual  fol- 
lows up  his  directions,  and  sees  that  they  are  carried 
pointedly  into  execution.  Where  an  arms  or  re- 
sponsibility rests  there  is  Security  :  Where  it  does 
not,  in  spite  of  the  best  Guards  that  can  be  devised, 
^nd  even  the  best  and  most  patriotic  intentions  on 
the  part  of  many  of  the  Individuals,  who  compose 
great  Public  BodieS|  relaxation  will  be  manifest,  and 
inconveniences  will  consequently  be  felt  by  the 
Public. 

A  hope 


•     «    r 

\ 
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A  hope  however  may  be  indulged,  that  from  the 
collected  view .  in  which  these  important  Functions 
have  been  placed,  and  from  the  great  consequence 
of  an  uninterrupted  conscientious  execution,  many 
worthy  Members  of  Society,  who  now  arc  or  here- 
after may  become  Members  of  the  Q>rporation  of 
London,  will  feel  impressed  with  the  weight  of  the 
trust  committed  to  their  charge ;  and  by  a  zealous 
and  patriotic  regard  to  the  Public  Good,  counteract 
those  inconveniences  and  obstructions  which  this 
species  of  superintendance  generates  in  this  and  every 
other  Country^  where  Commerce  is  concerned. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XII. 

Powtrs  and  Functions  of  the  Trikity-House  Corpo- 
RATION,  as  r dating  to  the  Thames  and  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— Their  original  Foundation  and  Incorporation. — 
The  Stat.  8  Eliz.  cap.   13. — Their  Charters   and 
Bye-Laws^ — Recapitulation    of   their   Powers^   by 
Charter  and  Antient  Statutes ^  under  Eight  different 
Heads. — Their  Power ^  as  to  Pilots y  enlarged  and 
confirtnedy  by  Stat.  5  Geo.  IL  cap.  20. — An  Abstract 
cf  that  Acty  as  relates  thereto : — and  to  Gunpow- 
duy  ^ c.'-^ Abstract  of  the  Act  6  Geo.  IL  cap.  29. 
for  Regulating  Lastage  and  Ballast  age. — Rates  pay  - 
able  to  the  Corporation  for  Ballast. — Abstract  of  the 
Act  32  Geo.  II.  cap.  \^.  for  further  regulating  BaU. 
last  and  preventing  the  accumulation  of  Dirty  Rub- 
bishy  &c.  in  the  River : — An  important    Clause  of 
that  Act,  to  be  observed  by  House -Keepers  in  Lon^ 
don,  to  prevent  Dirt  being  thrown  in  the  Streets  and 
Kennels. — Powers  of  the  Trinity  Corporationy  under 
the  Bumboat  Acty  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28. — Under  the 
IVet-Dock  Acty  39  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ixix. — Respecting 
Light'  Homes y  and  the  Dues  payable  to  the  Corpora^ 
tiony  by  Ships  passing  the  sam^. — Recapitulation  of 
the   Piters   and  Privileges   of  the   Corporation, 
by  Modem  StatuteSy  under  Eight  Heads. — Conclude 
ing  Observations  on  the  great  Credit  due  to  the 
Nkmbers  of  the  Corporation,  for  their  attention  to 
the  performance  of  their  various  Duties. 

The 
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X  HE  Trinity  Corporation  was  first  founded  in 
the  year  1515,  by  Sir  Henry  (or  as  some  say  Sir 
Thomas)  Spert,  Knight,(tf)  Comptroller  of  the  Navy^ 
to  King  Henry  VIII. 

This  Body  received  their  first  Charter  from  the 
same  Monarch,  in  the  Fourth  Year  of  his  reign ; 
which  confirmed  to  them  not  only  the  Antient  Pri- 
vileges of  the  Mariners  of  England  (which  had  been 
incorporated  before)  but  also  their  several  valuable 
Possessions  at  Deptford. 

The  object  of  this  foundation  was  the  increase 
and  encouragement  of  Navigation  ;  the  good  Go- 
vernment of  Seamen  ;  and  the  better  Security  of 
Merchant  Ships ;  for  which  purpose  a  pon-er  is 
granted  them  in  their  Charter,  to  make  Bye- Laws. 

By  the  Statute,  8  Eliz.  cap.  13;  (A.  D.  1565) 
This  respectable  Body  is  recognized  by  the  Legisla^ 
ture,  as — ^^  A  Company  of  the  chiefest  and  most  ex- 
"  pert  Masters  of  Ships,  who  are  incorporated  within 
"  themselves,  charged  with  the  Conduction  of  the 
**  Queen's  Majesty's  Royal  Navy,  are  bound  to  fore- 
"  see.  the  good  Increase  and  Maintenance  of  Ships, 
"  and  of  all  kind  of  men,  traded  and  brought  up  by 
"  Water-Craft,  most  meet  for  her  Majesty*s  Ser  • 

[a)  A  Sir  Thomas  Spert,  Knight,  is  mentloDcd  in  the  Statute, 
fj  Ijenxy  VIII.  cap.  i8.  for  the  preservation  of  the  River  Thames, 
IS  **  having  the  Office,  and  Ordering  of  and  for  balbsting  of 
Ships/' 


''  vice/' 


tC 

i( 
it 
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«  vicb;'--Thb  Pireambl*  /of  tlnJ  Act  OaO  stet«,-r- 
That/^^QilBismacb  as  by  the  destFoj/iingfdod/i^iiig 
away  certain  Steeples, Woods^aodotllfrdmrki  staotdU 
iog-iftpontbe  Msin  Shbits  adjoiliiiig^io.tbe  Sea- 
Coasts  of  tbisRealoiyOf  jElngbnd  and  WsJes,  botog  49 
^^  Beacx)nsaDdMarksgfAiitieDtTimG^accustofiiednj^ 
Seafiuing Men,  tosare  .and  keep  tkrnn.iin^'  tbe 
Ships  in  their>chbi^e'  from  suodry'Dadgecrtbere- 
ta  iiteideat  :  diTciis  Ships/  with  their  Gkxyls  and 
Merchandise,  in  fidtlkig  i  from  Foreign  Parts .  ta<- 
wardsr  this  Realm  of  i»£n^and  andv Wales,  and 
especially  to  the  Port  rand  Riirer  of  Thames,  have 
^^  by  laftk  of  snob  Marks  of- late  years  -been*  fliiscar- 
'^  ried^  perished,  and  lost  in  the  Sea, .  to  the  great 
**  .detriment  and  burt  of  the  Coniitaon  We^l,.andtbe 
^  perishing  of  no  small  nuoibei:  >of  pee^  : V  • 

To  reinedy  these  inconveniences  the  Trini^  Cor- 
poration are  authorised  at  their  will  and  plensorc, 
and  at  thei^  own  cost,  to  set  up  as  xfiany  Beaconf , 
Marks,  and  Signs  for  the  Sea,  in  such  places  of  tbp 
Sea-Shores^  and  Uplands  near  the  3ca*Co^ts,'v  or 
Forelands  of  the  Sea,  only  for  Sea-Marks,  as  to  thpm 
shall  seem  requisite  4  whereby  the  Dangers  may  be 
avoided,  and  the  Ships  the  better  come  intp  tl^eir 
Ports  witbout  peril. — ^Power  is  also  given  at  the  Costs 
and  Charges  of  the  Corporation,  to  maintainand  re- 
new the  said  Sea-Marks. 

The  same  Act  prohibits  the  removing  or  taking 
down  any  Steeples,  Trees,  &c,  standing  as  Beacons 

Z  or 
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t>r  Set^MfeiAs  i  ^der  penalty  of  lOO/*  br  to  deAuTt 
;0f  .jPtytncmt,  the  Offender  to  be  ipso  fuao  const^ 
•dered  ts  ao  Ootlaw. 

-  It  atk>  aac))onses  the  Trinity  Corporation  to  license 
-Mirincfrs '^nd  Seamen  dwelling  about  the  River 
Thames;  as  well  between  their  Yoyago^  as  a(  other 
tihiet,  to  roW  their  own  Wherries,  or  any  other 
Wherries  by  them  hired,  or  wherein  they  shall  be 
employed  to  work  up  and  down  the  said  River 
ThamcSy  to  apply  and  follow  the  ordinary  passing  and 
'carrying  the  Queen's  Majesty's  People  to  and  fro, 
as  other  Watermen,  commonly  called  Whenymcn, 
are  accustomed,  to  do«f--^^^  That  these  Marinera  may 
*^  thereby « the  better  keep  and  refhun  themselves 
^^  from.. Folly,  Idleness,  and  Lewd  Company;  and 
**  for  the  Relief  of  theiii,  their  Wives,  and  Children/* 

Inihcyear  l685,  King  James  11.  confirmed  all 
bia  Predecessors  had  done  in  favour  of  this  Society, 
by  a  new  Charter,  incorporating  them  by  the  name 
ot^ — The  Masler^  Wardens y  and  Assistants  of  the  most 
Glorious  atid  Undivided  Trinity,  of  St.  Cletnenty  in  the 
Turish  of  Deptford  Strand y  in  the  County  of  Kent. 

The  Corporation  consists  of  a  Master,DcputyMas- 
lcr,(^)  Four  Wardens,  Eight  Assistants,  and  Seven- 
teen Elder  Brethren,  who  manage  the  whole  Affairs 
of  the  Institution  :  There  arc  also  an  indefinite  num- 


(h)  The  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,   present  Master^ 
Robert  Preston,  Esq.  M.  P.  Deputy  Masttr. 

ber 
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bcr  of  Younger  Brethreo,  composed  of  NajHLticsl  Meo 
who  have  certain  privilegea  and  immunities  granted ' 
to  them,  such  as  being  exempted  from  either  serving 
in  or  contributing  to  the  expence  of  the  Militia,  or 
serving  on  Juries  and  Inquests. (^)  Their  House 
and  Offices  have  been  recently  removed  toTower  Hill, 
where  the  Meetings  of  the  Corporation  are  hdd 
every  Thursday,  and  where  there  ate  various 
Officers  under  the  direction  of  a  Secretary,  con^ 
stantly  in  attendance* 

Under  the  authority  of  this  Charter  of  King 
James  II.  the  Corporation  made  certain  Bye*Law8, 
which  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  High  Chancel* 
lor,  and  the  Judges,  on  the  24th  of  June  l6&7  (by 
Virtue  of  the  Stat.  IQ  Henry  VII.  cap.  7.)  Of  these 
Bye-Laws  the  follo\iring  is  an  Abstract :— ^ 

YSt»  Eyery  Master,  Pilot,  or  other  Seaman,  refusing  to  appear 
when  he  shall  be  summoned  before  the  Corporation,  shall 
forfeit  as  follows, — the  Master  or  Pilots  Z3x.  4</,  and 
Mariners,  2s. 

2d.  Every  Mariner  going  to  Sea»  without  paying  the  Duties^ 
as  they,  ought,  to  the  Corporation,  shall  pay  double  oil 
their  return,  in  addition  \o  what  may  arise  on  the  new 
Voyage. 

3d.  Every  Ship-master  and  eveiy  Mate,  who  shall  not  be  oa 
board  their  respective  Ships  in  the  River.  Thames,  at  or 
above  Blackwallf  while  thc^hip  is  lading  or  dischargiDg,  to 
the  Merchandise  orderly  and  aafely  received  or  deli- 
•», 

(f)  Stow's  History  of  lAndon» 

z  2  vered, 
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vcre^,  shall  forfeit  6j'.  M.  Ibr  every  Offencfe.— If  belo^ 
Blackwilli  thie  Master  or  Mate  shall  be  on  board  three 
times  a  weeki  or  every  other.  cUy*  orforfcit  the  like  Pe- 
oalty.  The  Mastert  Boatswaiii»  Gunner,  or  Carpenter, 
or  two  of  thein»  shall  lie  op  board,  while  the  Ship  shall 
have  an^  Goodj  remaining  in  her,  on  forfeiture  of  5/. 

4.th»  Every  Shtp*Master  diying  their  Bread-Rooms  in  the  night, 
or  keying  any  fire  therein  in  the  night,  to  forfeit  5/.-*- 
[Another  part  of  this  Bye-Law  related  to  the  receipt  and 
discharge  of  Gunpowder,  and  the  melting  of  Pitch,  kc. 

now  regulated  by  the  Statute,  5  Geo.  11.  cap.  2*6.  J 

.1  .  • 

5^.  [This  Article  of  the  Bye-La,ws  respected  the  unshotting 
and  firing  of  Guns,  now  also  regulated  by  the  same  Stat. 
5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20.] 

6th*  Evfery  Ship-master  homewaxd*bound,  who.  shall  permit 
persons  navigating  Bamboats,  carrying  Fruit,  Wine,  and 
Strong  Waters,  to  come  on  t>oard  their  Ships ;  or  who 
shall  suffer  the  Dirt  of  their  Ships  to  be  put  into  their  own 
Boats,  at  unseasonable  hours  of  the  day,  or  to  be  thrown 
over-board  in  the  River,  shall  forfeit  2oj. 

7th.  Every  Master  who  shall  sufier  Goods  to  be  taken  in  or 
heaved  out  of  his  Ship,  without  having  a  Sail  nailed  to  the 
cell  of  the  Port,  or  (if  a  small  Vessel j  to  the  Gunnel,  to 

overhang  the  side  of  the  lli^ter,  shall  forfeit  aos,\ 

s  ' 

8tb«  Every  Person  refusing  or  hindering  any  Officer  or  Person 

appointed  by  the  Corporation,  on  shewing  his  authorky 
under  the  Common  Seal,  ^from  coming  on  l3oard  of  his 
Ship  in  the  day-time,  to  search  for  Powder,  Guns  unshot- 
ted,  Tieating  of  Pitch,  Tar,  &c,  6r  to  examine  M^hether 
Bread-Hodms  are  dried  at  unla\Vfurhours,  6r  Persons  na- 
vigating Bumboats,  come  on  board,  to  fi>rfeit  5/. — [By 
Stat,  5  Geo.  11.  oip.  20.  §  5,  (he  Person  appwnted  must 

3  ^ 
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be  as  Ekjcr  Brqjhcr  of  the  Corporatipn,  f  nd  the  obstructing 
him  is  by  that  Act  punished  with  a  Penaly  of  y.] 

r 

9th«  Any  inen^ber  of  the  Corpoflfttiofi,  who  d^U  set  bis  namp 
to  any  Bill,  Petition^  &c.  tp  Parliament  or  jnferipr  Jurif- 
dictions,  in  native  of  Seamen  in  general,  w^hout  the  con- 
sent of  the  Master,  Warden,  and  Assistants,  shall  forfeit  5/. 

joth.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or  blasph^a^ 
while  on  Ship-bpard,  shall  forfeit  ir,  to  the  Poor'^  Bqx, 

Every  Mariner  hired  to  serve  on  hoaid  of  4^y  3hipi  i^rho 
shall  lie  pn  shore  dttting  the  Vpy^g?  withgut  leaye^  shall 
forfeit  Zf.  6^.  to  the  Poor's  Box. 

1  r 

r 

Every^  Mariner  being  in  perfect  health,  who  shall  ab^ 
sent  himself  from  prayers,  being  performed  according  to 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Chufch  of  Engiacdi  and  who  shall  aot 
repair  thither,  after  the  ring  dibc  Bell,  shall  forfeit  hd» 

Every  Mariner  who  shdl  be  drunk,  shall  forfeit  ir. 

Every  Mariner  who  shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and 
who  shall  not  obey  the  Master's  lawful  commands^  or  the 
Mate's  or  Boatswain's,  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  half  his 
Month's  Pay. 

tith.  Eveiy  Mariner  shipping  himself  with  any  Master  for  a 
Voyage,  and  afterwards  deserting,  and  shipping  himself 
with  another  ; — the  Master  with  whom  he  fails  may  de- 
tain ar.  in  the  pound  of  his  Wages,  for  the  time  he  senr- 
eth  in  the  Ship. 

1 2th.  Every  Commander  of  a  Ship  hiring  any  Marinerito  sail 
with  him  on  a  Voyage,  shall  take  in  writing,  under  the 
Seaman's  hand,  upon  what  condition  he  is  entertained  and 
40  suboiit  hiroserlf  to  the  Bye*Laws  of  the  Trini^House. 


The  Forfeitures  to  go  to  the  Poor  pf  the  Coiporatloo* 


In 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing  powers,  the  Charters 
granted  to  this  Body,  together  with  the  subsequent 
Acts  of  Parliament,  authorised  them  to  appoint 
Loadsmen  or  Guuies,  to  conduct  Ships  and  Vessels 
out  of  the  River  Thames  and  Medway ;  and  to  make 
orders  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  Naviga* 
txon,  and  the  government  of  Mariners  ;  and  for  pre<> 
venting  annoyances  on  the  River  Thame8.(^) 

Upon  the  whole,  the  functions  of  this  Corporation, 
exercised  by  virtue  of  those  Charters  (and  ancient 
Statutes)  may  be  summed  up  under  the  following 
heads:-— 

I.  They  manage  and  superintend  an  extensive  Charity,  sind 
exeicise  the  patn»»ge  crtatcd  by  a  Fund»  arising  from  the 
Profits  of  the  sale  of  Ballast,  &c.  and  applied  for  the  relief 
of  poor  Seamen  and  their  Widows,  and  for  the  support  of 
two  Alms-houses,  at  Deptfbrd,  in  Kent,  and  two  at  Mile- 
End,  Old-town,  in  Middlesex,  which  are  well  endowed,  and 
have  become  comfortable  Asylums  for  superior  classes  of 
decayed  Mariners  and  their  Widows* 

II.  They  were  empowered  to  punish  Seamen  for  desertion,  or 
mutiny*  in  the  Merchants'  service. — [But  this  has  become 
obsolete.]  \ 

III.  They  were  also  authorised  to  hear  and  determine  all  Cam^ 
plaints  of  Officers  and  Seamen  in  the  Merchants*  service, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral. — [But  such 
authority  h^s  not  been  exercised  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time.] 

(W)  See  the  preamble  to  Statute  5  Geo.  II.  c.  so  in  a  subsequent 
page  of  this  Chapter,  (p.  344)  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Trinity* 
House  exercised  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  City  of  Lgndon, 
lelatlve  to  damages  and  annoyances  on  the  River, 

6  IV.  They 
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IV.  They  arc  authorised  to  license  poor  Mgriners,  (although 
not  free  of  the  Watermen's  CompanyJ  to  ply.  for  hire  in  th^ 
River  Thames. 

V.  They  are  authorised,  as  nautical  men,  to  examine  per- 
sons who  are  candidates  for  the  situation  of  Masters  and 
Mates  in  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War,  and  to  certify  their 
fitness. 

VI.  They  examine  the  Youths  in  Christ's  Hospital,  who 
itceive  a  mathematical  education  with  a  vi^w  to  nautical 
pursoits. 

VI L  They  appointed  arxl  regulated  Pilots. 

VIII.  They  have  the  sole  privilege  of  supplying  Ships  with 
Ballast,  that  pass  between  London-bridge  and  the  Main  Sea. 

These  appear  to  be  the  rights  exercisable  by  the 
Corporation  under  tbeir  Charters  and  B)re*LaW9« 
With  respect  to  the  two  latter,  and  most  important 
of  them^  it  was  soon  discovered  in  the  progress  of 
aociety,  that  stronger  powers  werenecessaiy  than  those 
eonfiBrred  by  the  Charters;  not  only  to  prevent  innova'- 
tions  and  abuses,  but  also  to  remedy  damages  and 
annoyances  upon  the  River.  Accordingly,  in  the 
year  173^^  this  respectable  Body  found  it  necessary 
tB  apply  to  Parliament,  when  their  cxclusrve  powers 
respecting  the  appointment  and  control  of  Pilots 
were  confirmed  and  explained  by  the  Act  5  Geo. 
II.  c.  20.  (^) 

By 

{4)  Tht  fisOowinf  are  tlir  words  of  the  pteasnble  of  this  Act,  to 
whieh  looie  alloiiaD  has  been  already  made,  and  which  w  ill  more 
lUly  expIaiD  the  nature  of  the  judtdsction  claimed  and  exercised 
ty  thiiCorpontioa  >- 

«  Wheieaa 
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.    By  §  1  of  this  Statute,  it  is  enacted,  that  every 
person,  taking  upon  Wmsclf  the  chafge  of  any  Ship 

as 

"Whereas   the  Master  Wardens  and  Assistants  of  the  Guild, 
Fraternity,    or  Brotherhood  of  the  most  glorious  and  undivided 
Trinity,  and  of  St.  Clement,  in  the  parish  of  Deptford  Strond,  in 
the  County  of  Kent,  have,  for  above  200  years  last  past,  been  a 
■  Corporation,  and  by  long  usage,  and  by  virtue  of  divers  Letters- 
paten  t,gr  anted  to  them  by  the  Crown,  been  authorised  and  empow- 
ered to  appoint  Pilots,  Loadsmen,  or  Guides,  to  amdnct  Ships  and 
Vessels  out  of  the  Rivers  of  Thames  and  MeJivay,  through  the 
North  Channel  to  or  by  Or/oni/tess,  and  round  the  Long  Sand-'Htad^ 
into  the  Dowm ;  aod  from  and  by  Orfatdntis^  up  the  North  Qian- 
nel,  and  the  Rivers  of  Tbatius2ca^  Midway,  and  also  to  make  aich 
Orders  and  Constitutions  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  wholesome 
government,  maintenance  and  increase  of  Navigation,  and  of  all 
sea-faring  Men,  coming,  or  being  within  the  River  of  Thames  ; 
jmd  inpursuancfcof  sudi  powers,  ai^  by  ancient  usage,  hav^,  (rom 
^imc  to  time,  appointed  a  competent  xuimber  of  Pilots  for  the  put:- 
Doses  before.mentioned,  and  made  Orders,  from  time  to  timci  for 
the  better  regulation  and  government  of  the  same  ; 'and  also  for 
ftevetiting    misduefi,  d^nniges,  ithd-^ahnoyances  upon  the  sstvi 
River ;  but  diveifpei^s^  .w^hoot  ex^mip^ionj  Kcenee,.  d%  ^ifth0xity, 
by,  or  from  the  said  Corporation,  have  t^ken  upon  themselves  tp 
act  as  Pilots  or  Loadsmen,  and  to  conduct  and  guide  Ships  and  Ves. 
ael3  to  and  from  the-  several  plaees  'aforesaid,  to  the  great  hmrd  of 
^uch  Ships  and  Ves&eli,  and  their  Cargoes,  and  the  livfs^  toftlie:  peic 
sons  on  board  the  same  ;  and  to  the  obstruction  of  N^igatioa 
within  the  said  limits,  and  the  prejudice  of  lawful  and  licensed 
Pilots,  who  attend  wholly  on  tfiat  service,  and  on  whiclrtlirir  Itreli- 
hood  chiefly  depends-:  And  whereas  grfat Tosses  by  fins  niy  happen 
to  Merchants  and  Owners  of  Ships  occasioned  by   Powder  being 
taken  in  and  remaining  on  board,  while  Ships  lie  in  the  River  of 
Thames,  and  by  heating  of  Pitch,  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallow,  Oil, 
and  other  combustible  mattfrs  and  things,  on  boaid  Sbipt  andtetfaec 
Vessels,  lying  in  the  said  River;  And  whecea«,  by  keeping  Gam 
shotted  en  board  Ships,  lying  in  the  said  Rives,  and  by  iring'Gtns 
in  the  mght  time,  not  only  the  Ships  lying  ill  (he  said.Riytr,  kut 

also 


RIVER  POX.ICB.  346 

r 

»  Pilot  down  the'River  of  Thames^  or  tbrougbthe 
Narih  Channel  to  or  by  OrfordnesSy  or  rourni  the 
Long  Sand' Head  into  the  DoyifQs^  or  down  the  So§aK 
Channel  into  the  Downs,  or  from  or  by  Orfo$tiness, 
up  the  North  Channel,  or  the  River  of  Thames,  or 
the  River  Medway,  without  being  licensed  trader 
the  seal  of  the  Corporation^  shall,  on  conviction^ 
before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Cily  of  Lon^ 
don^  or  tbe  Counties  of  Middlfisex,  Essex,  Kent,  or 
Surty,  within  their  respective  jurisdictiona,  forfeit  20L 
But  the  Act  does  not  extend  to  an  obligation  on  tbe 
Master  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  Coal  or  Cbaat- 
ibg  Trade,  to  employ  a  Pilot.  And  it  has  been  de« 
termined,  that  this  penalty  does  not  attach  on  per* 
sens  steering  Vessels  from  one  Wharf  to  another, 
down  the  River,  for  the  purposie  merely  of  unlading  . 
their  Cargoes. 

Tbe  same  Act  (^  8)  subjects  all  licensed  Pilots 

to  tbe  regulatrons  and   ^veroment  .of  the  Corpo* 

^  ration  (except  with  regard  to  keeping  their  tums^ 

and  settling  the  rates  of  Pilotage)  and  to  the  payment  ^ 

of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound 

also  his  Majesty's  Docks  and  Yards,  and  the  Tower  and  City  of 
London,  and  the  lives  of  divers  persons  may  be  greatly  endangered: 
And  whereas  the  powers  and  aathorities  vested  in  the  said  Corpo. 
ratioS)  are  found  not  sufficient  or  effectual,  to  remedy  aad  pre« 
vent  the  mischiefs  and  ill.practices  before-mentioned:  Thcie- 
fwe,  for  promoting  and  securing  a  more  safe  Navigation  for 
Ships  asd  Vessd^  in  the  River  of  Thamesj  and  for  the  more  ef« 
fectual  preventing  and  remedying  the  dang^n^  mischiefs  and  aonqy* 
ances  upon  the  said  River,  below  London^bridge  ;**  It  is  eaac 
ted|  &c,  ' 

on 
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on  their  pay,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  A  power 
is  alsto  given  by  the  Corporation  (by  §9)  to  call  in 
the  Warrant  of  any  Pilot,  who  mis<!^nducts  hinfiself ; 
after  a  due  examination  of  the  case. 

The  same  Act,  after  establishing  certain  regula* 
^  tions  respecting  Gunpowder,  firing  of  shotted  Guns, 
and  melting  Pitch,  Tar,  &c.  on  board  of  Ships  and 
Vessels  between  London  bridge  and  BlBckwalI,(wbicb 
will  be  noticed  hereafter^)  declares  (^  5)  that  for  the 
better  discovery  of  Offenders,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tbo 
Master,Wardens,  and  Assistants,  to  appoint  any  Elder 
Brother,  by  an  Instrument  under  th^ir  Common  Seal, 
between  sun-rising  and  sun-setting,  to  board  any  Trad* 
ingSbiporVes6el,and8earch  for  Powder, Guns  shotted, 
and  the  heating  and  melting  of  Pitch  and  combos-* 
tible  Matters,  within  the  limits  stated  in  the  Act : 
the  Master  or  Commander  to  forfeit  5l.  for  obstruc* 
tion.  And  (by  §  7)  in  case  any  offence  is  disco- 
vered to  have  been  committed,  the  same  shall  be 
cognizable  before  two  Justices  within  their  respective 
jurisdiction,  not  being  members  of  the  Corporation. 
The  penalties  (by  §  6)  being  in  all  cases,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation, 

In  the  year  following,  namely  1733,  a  Combina- 
tion among  the  Ballast-men  employed  by  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  rendered  it  necessary  for  that  Body 
to  make  a  second  application  to  Parliament,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  energy  and  effect  to  the  powers 
they  possessed  under  their  Charters, 

The 
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The  Statute  6  Geo.  II.  c.  igf^{entitkd  an  Act  far 
the  better  RegulatUn  <if  hastage  and  Ballastage^  on 
the  River  TXaww)— Recites,  "  That  the  Trinity 
House  have,  by  grants  from  the  Crown,  the  Last*- 
age  and  Ballastage^  and  the  sole  right  of  supplying 
^11  Ships  and  Vessels  with  Ballast,  that  sail  betweea 
London  bridge  and  the  Main  Sea,  at  the  rates  and 
prices  accastomed  ;  and  that  they  are  entitled,  and 
have  a  ri^t  to  dig^  and  take  up  the  Qravel,  Land 
and  Soil  of  the  River  of  Thames,  for  Ballasting  such 
Ships  and  Vessels  as  aforesaid.  That  for  this  pur* 
pose  they  have  employed,  for  several  ycars^  60  Bal* 
last  Lighters  and  120  men,  to  dig  and  raise  Ballast 
from  the  Shelves  and  Sand  Banks  of  the  River,  for 
Ships  and  Vessels  having  occasion  for  the  same. 
That  by  this  operation  the  ChanneKof  the  River  had 
been  considerably  deepened,  and  several  obstructions 
to  the  Navigation  removed  : 

"  That  4d  per  Ton  had  been  paid  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, to  two  Ballast-men,  for  raising  the  same,  and 
2d.  per  Ton  for  the  use  of  the  Lighters, — in  a?l  fid. 
That  the  Corporation  have  received  Qd.  per  Ton  for 
Ballasting  Ships  employed  in  the  Coal .  Trade,  and 
12d.  per  Ton  for  Ballast  furnished  to  British,  and 
l6d.  per  Ton  to  foreign  Ships  and  Vessijls.  That 
the  Net  Profits  arising  from  these  Rates  and  Duties, 
are  applied  towards  the  maintenance  and  relief  of 
many  hundreds  of  decayed  Seamen,  their  Widows 
and  Orphans.  That  great  Frauds  had  been  committed 
by  Ballast-men  ia  not  delivering  the  due  Tonnage. 

That 
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That  the  Bdlast-mcn  and  Owners  of  I^igbtcrs,  had 
represented  that  the  price  of  Prdvision3  and  Labour 
liad  greatly  advanced,  and  that  by  reason  of  the 
Kiver  being  n^uch  d^per,  the  Ballast  wa»  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  raised  than  fornnerly,  and  further  to  be 
fetched,  and  the  Lighters  were  obliged  to  be  stronger 
built,  and  to  be  fitted  with  Masts^  Sails  and  other  Rig- 
ging; and  that  unless  the  Wages  and  Hire  of  Ballast- 
men  and  Lighters  were  raised,  the  Lighters  eould  not 
be  made  seviceable  for  the  purpose  intended,  nor  the 
Ballast-men  maintain  themselves  and  families ; 

"  That  the  Ballast-men  had  entered  into  a  Combi- 
nation, refusing  to  work,  and  had  demanded  and 
received,  from  several  Ship-Masters^  an  -advance  of 
3d.  per  Ton." 

As  a  remedy  against  these  Frauds  and  Abuses,  it 
is  enacted,  that  the  following  Prices  shall,  in  future, 
be  paid  to  the  Trinity-House  Corporation,  fpr  all 
Ballast  demanded  and  entered  at  tbeijr  Ballast- 
Office. 

For  every  Ton  of  2ocv^t.  carried  to  Vessels  in  the  Coal 

Trade        -  -  -  -  -         1 2d. 

* 

-  -  -  -        to  any  British  Vessel  ijd, 

-  -  -        to  any  Foreign  Ditto  19^. 

And    that   the  Corporation  shall  pay   for  raising 
and  carrying  the  same,  the  following  Rates  : 

To  two  Ballast-men  (per  Ton)  for  tlieir  Labour    .     . .  6d. 
For  die  use  of  the  Lighter,  for  every  Ton    ....     3d. 

Total  per  Ton    .     .'     gd. 

But 


XlVtt  (MICE.  &4Q 

But  these  Rates  are  in  no  respect  to  niter  th6 
price  of  Wiished  Baffasty  delivered  to  any  Ship. 

Upon  oath,  before  the  Supervisor  of  the  Ballast- 
Office,  being  an  •  Elder  Brother,  Ballast-mefi  sHM 
forfeit  2s.  6d.  pei-Ton,  for  short  deliveries  of  B41* 
last,  which  shall  afterwards  l)e  made  good  by  the 
Corporation  to  the  party  injured,  under  the  penalty 
o(  5*0l.  to  be 'recovered  in  the  Superior  Courts, 
(^3,4.) 

A  penalty  of  5l.  is  inflicted  (by  ^  6)  on  Ballast* 
men  refusing  to  work  at  the  wHges  appoii^ted,  or  not 
tonformitig  to  the  directions  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Ballast-Office-^For  breach  of  contract,  or  joining 
in  combinations  to  raise  wages.  ' 

A  flegdhtion  is  also  established  for  more  correctly 
ascertaining  the  burthen  of  the  Ballad  Lighters,  by 
marks  on  fhe  ^tem  and  atem,  that  the  Tofrnage  may 
fee  computed  by  a  gradual  progreBfikm  of  two  Tons 
401(1  a  half ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  preVetvtmg  Frauds 
in   this  respect,  the  body  of  Ship-masters    taking 
iBallast,  may  appoWit  persons  to-lnspeot  the  marks  of 
.   the  LTg1>te4»s>  and  on  discovering  or  suspecting  any 
.   fraudulent  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
^^vdghcd  within  ton  working  days  after  a  request  is 
tnade  to  the  Corporation,  and  if  a  Fraud  is  detected, 
*   4he  ofFendi4ig  party  shall  forfeit  i5l.-*-if  not,  the  per- 
son applying  shall  pay  the  expence  of  re-weighmg 
tbe-Lighier.  f§7,S.) 

When  fiiillast  Lighters  arcj  conveyed  to  Ships, 
kht  Ma«tem  iMy  appoint  'the  Mate,  and  flfi^y  other 

person 


pari  of  tife  Birer  Thames;  besito  aooo  Tons  of 
Dung  frofB  the  Laystalls,  (over  and jabore  the  3000 
Tons  authoriaed  by  6  Geo.  II.  c.  2©)rr-3000  Tons 
of  Chalk  and  Rubbish  for  Ballast,  in  Ck:)a6ters — and 
flOOQ  Tons  qf  Sope  Ashes ;  provided  that  entry  is 
ioade,of  1^11  eommodities  shipped  as  Ballast,  and  id; 
per  Ton  paid  to  the  Trioity-buuse  for  licence  and 
|iuthority.(/)  .        . 

This  ,  Act,  (besides*  enfi)rcing  whatever  relates 
to  weighing,  markiog,  and  numbering  the  3a!Iast 
Vessi^k)  establishes  an  important  Police  Regulation^ 
with  respect  to  Vessels  coming  up  the  River  Thames 
in  Ballast ;  by  prohibiting,  under  a  penalty  of  5h  its 
being  discharged  or  thrown  into  the  River>  and  di* 
recting  that' it  shall  be  laid  or  pbt^  at  the  expence  of 
the  Owner  or  Master  of  every  Vessel  bringing  Bal- 
last,  on  some  mammon  Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  River, 
or  some  ground  or  place  above  high-water  mark,  or 
unloaded  into  Lighters  of  the  Trinity-House,  who 
are  to  furnish  them  on  demand  made  within  three 
days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect,  or  refusal,  unless  oc- 
casioned by  frosty  or   tempestuous  weather ; '  for 

(/)  By  Stat.  36  Ge§.  III.  cap,  1 10.  reciting,  ^hat  it  is  expedient 
that  Lime,  Limestones,  and  other  Aniclcs  necessary  for  the  culrira- 
tion  and  improvement  of  LaSiid,  should  be  icuKitrd  Coastwise  wiA 
as  little  expence  as  possible  i-^It  is  enacted,  that  no  Sufoance,  War- 
rant, Tranure^  or  other  Document,  shall  be  required  by  any  Officer 
x)f  the  Custtmsy  on  the  shipping,  carrying  or  landing  Coastwise 
within  Great  SeitaiM,  of  any  Lisae^  Limestoste,  Chalky  Sansif  MarU^ 
Qt  Datsgi  nor  shall  any  Fee  be  charged  ax  taken  by  any  such 
Officer,  on  the  shipping,  removing  or  landing  Coastwise,  any  of  the 

laid  ArtiCltfSi  on  any  pretence  whatsoever, 

which 
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which  service  the  Corporation  are  entitliad  to  de:^ 
xziand '.6d.  per  Ton,,  for  every  Ton  of  Ballast 
received  into  their  Lighters,  in  24  hours  after  tha 
same  shall  be  carried  away  ;  which  money  shall  be 
lipplied  to  the  use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation^i 
(§  8,  9,  10,) 

.  Any  person  throwing  any  Rubbish,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
or  Soil  frbm  any  Wharf,  Quay  or  Bank  adjoining, 
or  near  the  River  Thames,  or  out  of  any^arge  or 
Lighter,  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  4os.  (§  11.) 

By  §  13  of  this  Act(^)  it  is  recited  "that  great 
quantities  of  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand^  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth,  and  Soil,  are  frequently  thrown  into  the 
Streets,  Lanes,  and  Common  Passages,  of  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Westminster,  and  the  Liberties  and 
Suburbs  thereof,  and  that  Scavengers  or  Rakers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  cleanse  such  Streets,  do  fre- 
quently put  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt, 
Filth  and  Soil,  into  the  Kennels,  from  whence 
it  is  carried  or  forced  down  into  the  River 
Thames,  to  the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  Navigation 
thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  annoyance  of  the  Docks 
and  Wharfs,  contiguous  to  the  said  River;"  for 
remedy  whereof  it  is  enacted,  that  no  Person  shall 
l^y,  throw,  or  put  any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes, 
Pirt,  Filth,  or  Spil,  in  any  Street,  Lane,  Common- 
Way,  or  Passage,  in  London  or  Westminster  ;  other 

ii)  l^^i*  clause  applies  to  every  House-keeper  in  London,  and 
ought  to  be  more  generally  known  and  undexstood  than  it  appears 
to.be. 

A  A  than 
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d)an  such  ta  are  allowed  by  Law,  to  be  laid  and 
lieaped  up  to  drain,  ready  for  the  Scavengecs  to  cany 
away :  Nor  sweep,  throw,  carry,  or  otherwise  put 
any  Rubbish,  Earth,  Sand,  Ashes,  Dirt,  Filth,  or 
Soil,  into  any  Kennel,  other  than  such  as  shall  be 
swept  away,  by  the  respective  Inhabitants  before  thdr 
Habitations  ;  and  if  any  one  shall  offend  in  the  Pre- 
rfiises,  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  Ten  Shil^ 
hngs  on  the  conviction  of  any  one  Justice.*^But  not 
to  extend  to  sweeping  immediately  after  Snow,Thaw,. 
or  Haiti,  any  Ice,  Snow,  Dirt,  or  Soil,  which  by  raeana 
of  such  Snow,  Thaw,  or  Rain,  shall  be  before  any 
House  or  Tenement,  except  Rubbish. 

fiy  §  15  and  l6.  Lessees  and  Occupiers  of  Ley-» 
stalls,  are  authorised  to  inspect  the  Streets,  and  give 
ilformation  of  Offenders ;  and  on  performing  their 
duty  therein,  are  allowed  to  ship  as  Ballast,  the 
^000  Tons  of  Dung,  &c.  under  this  Act* 

Any  Justice  of  Peace,  witbin  the  limits  of  his  Ju^ 
risdiction  may,  on  his  own  view,  convict  any  Perscto 
throwing  Ballast  into  the  River,  out  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel,  or  throwing  into  the  said  River,  any  Rubbish, 
Sand,  Ashes,  Soil,  &c.  from  any  Wharf,  Quay,  or 
Bank,  adjoining  the  River,  or  out  of  any  Barge  or 
Lighter ;  or  into  any  Street,  Lane,  or  Passage,  aa 
aforesaid,  atid  such  Justice  (not  being  a  Member  of 
the  Trinity  Corporation)  is  by  the  Act  authorised  end 
nquired  to  convict  every  such  Offender  on  view  aa 
aforesaid,  and  also  on  compl&iat  to  issue  Warrants 


(or  appr/e^eQ^ng  Ofeci^^rs  5  which  Warrapjts  ;^^y 
be  cJKiGeuted  as  well  09  thjs  l^ver  9a  cmji  ^hpre. 

Tjie  Provisions  of  the  Statute^  2  iQep.  }IL  c^p.  ^f . 
(generally  calk»ii  die  Bumbpat  Act)  as  iar  jif^  thf^y 
relate  to  the  criminal  Police  of  the  Riv^^  have  be^ 
#lifQady  «frortly  detailed  (fee  Chap.  II.  p.  4* ;  44tt-46*) 

^y  this  Aa  the  Trinity  Corppration  are  H^thod^ 
io  licepse  jSmnbQgts  used  aqc}  n9vigate4  upqn  the 
Rivj^r  Xban^s>  betM^e^n  ,I^ndon  Bridge,  ^  the 
howef  Hop^  Eoimt,  for  t^he  pjirposp  pf  acllijig^Grfiens, 
Xiiqinm,  $iQp6>  Frui^,  ^bd  ojther  Articles  ^mppg  the 
Shifting,  #njd  it  is  enapted^  tl^U  none  $hpuI4  be  perw 
mttted,  except  suob  as  entier^d  att  theOfiipepf  the 
Trinity  HQUHe^  904  which  ^hall  be  i;iayigfkQ4  ^ly 
between  Sun-rise  and  Sun-aet ;  th^  said  Boats  haying 
fQai4&ed  upoti  tbem,  in  legible  cbaracter^^  the  N^nes 
gnd  Places  of  Abode  of  the  Owners,  aod  such  ai\iai- 
bers  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Corporation ;  who 
shall  paui¥  (ill  such  Entries  to  be  registered  in  a 
book  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  for  which 
a  ^e  of  &s.  shall  be  paid  and  no  more.  (§  l-*Hl.) 

The  Act  further  authorises  the  Trinity  Corpora^ 
tion,  or  such  Persons  as  they  shall  depute  and  ap-^ 
paint  under  the  Seal  of  their  Corporation,  to  stop, 
search,  and  detain,  in  some  Place  of  Safety,  any 
Boat,  which  there  shall  be  reason  to  suspect  has 
any  Ropes,  Cordage,  Tackle,  or  Apparel,  Furniture, 
Stores,  or  Materials  of  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or 
Xading.of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  tbe  Thames^  and  to 
carry  the  f  ersoo,  suspected  to  be  concerned,  before 

A  A  a  a  Justice, 
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A  Justice,  to  be  dealt  with  as  the  Law  directs— ^  5. 
One  moiety  of  all  Penalties  to  be  paid  to  the  Per- 
son apprehending  the  Offenders,  or  giving  informa- 
tion, and  the  other  to  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  Cor- 
poration—^ 8. 

The  Powers  of  this  Corporation,  with  respect  to 
the  Greneral  Police  of  the  Thames,  and  the  Port  of 
London,  are  further  enlarged  by  the  tVeUDock  Act, 
Zg  Greo.  III.  cap.  Ixix*  already  so  often  alluded  to. 

By  §  79  of  this  Act,  the  Trinity  Corporation  ard 
to  examine  and  approve  of  Harbour-Masters,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Lord  Mayor  as  Conservator  of  the 
River,  and  any  three  of  the  Elder  Brethren  may  pro- 
cure them  to  be  removed  on  sufficient  cause,  for  neg- 
lect of  duty,  or  misconduct. 

By  §  1 12,  the  Bye-Laws,  which  are  to  be  made  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  London,  for 
regulating  the  Port  and  Canal,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Harbour-Masters,  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  before  the  same  can  be  allowed  by  the 
Judges,  to  whom  they  have  a  right  to  state  their 
objections  if  not  previously  obviated  by  the  City  of 
London. 

By  §  37,  the  Mooring-Chains  in  the  River  Thames, 
which  are  now  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  the  Corporation  of  London,  are  to 
be  placed^  repaired,  and  maintained,  under  the  in- 
spection and  approbation  of  the  Trinity  House. 

By  §  fiO,  the  Dock-Masters  authorised  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Directors  of  the  London  Dock  Com- 
pany, 
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pany,  are  not  legally  eligible  until  previously  exa- 
mined by  the  Trinity  Corporation^  and  a  Certificate 
obtained  of  their  being  properly  qualified  to  execute 
the  Ofifice. 

LlGHT^HoUSES. 

The  functions  of  this  Corporation  also  extend  to 
Light^bouses ;  and  they  arc  entitled  by  various 
Charters  and  Acts  of  Parliament,  to  demand  and 
receive  by  their  Collectors,  from  every  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel which  has  passed^  or  is  about  to  pass  by  the  se- 
veral Lights  undermentioned^  the  following  Tolls 
and  Duties  : 


From  BritUh  Ships 

From 

From 

Liglit.Hoases. 

bound  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Stranger  Ships. 

Coasters. 

per  Ton. 

per  Ton. 

per  Vessel. 

1 

Out             In 

Out       In 

Out        In 

4. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

/•  d* 

s.d. 

Edystone    • 

I 

I 

% 

% 

% 

2 

Portland  •  • 

1       , 

i 

I 

I 

I 

1 

Qskett  •    • 

;    . 

I 

I 

o  6 

o  6 

Lizard   .    • 

'    ■ 

i. 

I 

X 

2 

2 

Scilly     .     . 

#               Y 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Milford  .    . 

I 

X 

2 

2 

I 

I 

Needle^       . 

.      1 

L 

I 

X 

I 

I 

Ovirert    •     • 

<  T 

I 

I 

I 

I 

N.  B*  All  Ships  ait  rated  by  Law»  according  to  their  full  Ton» 
v^gtt  and  are  subj^et  to  the  above  Duties  every  time  they  pass  the 
said  Lights,  whether  laden  or  einpty,  .  But  it  ks  been  deter- 
nuDcd,  by  the  Court  of  King's  bench«  that  under  the  Statutes  4  An. 
c.  30.  and  S  An.  c  if,  British  Ships,  sailing  from  Foreign  Port 
to  foreign  Fort,  and  not  touching  at  any  place  in  Great  Britain  or 
}reLindj  are  not  liable  to  pay  the  Duties  for  passing  the  Edystone 
Light. 

Further 
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Uttt^ef  Ught-Hottsi  Dues  payable  to  the  T^mty 

Hottsei 

To  the  Floating  Light,   atl 
Dudgeon's  Shoal,  near  the  I  British  Ships  id,perT»n. 

Well,  for  every  Vessel  cros-  f  ^^^^  ghips  id.  do, 
ting  or  pasang  this  Light  .J 

to  the  floating  Light  Vessel  l^^'  ^iSSfcts  id.  ptf  l^Meattk 
in  Haisbro*  dutt,  and  two  I     ^«***»- 
tight  ttouS64  on  the  Shore  I  Goastei*  \d.  pii-  Tah. 
St  Hasbro' J  0«er-Sea  Traders  i/,  <*. 

To  the  Light  at  Foulness  ,  J  ^or  every  Ship.  British  «Fo. 

^     reign,  id.  per  Ton* 
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'For  cvc^  Vtssbli  British  6i 
Foreign,  u.  for  every  lod 
ToHs^  andl  so  proportionabiy 
according  to  her  full  Burden, 
and  4^^.  I)esi4es  ftr  du:h 
VesseU 


Tb  the  Buoys  of  the  Cockle?  For  every  Ship  or  Vessel  y* 
and  St.  Nicholas*  Gyxtx  •  f  j    fer  Ton^ 

Thbac  Tblls  Jff6  IMcd  According  \6  thi  All  Burden  df  each 
Vb^,  They  ari  only  paj^ailile  ohbe  fer  the  Virhole  Vbjri^  out 
atid  in ;  but  ft  sihgle  pas^  sitbjectl  the  Ma^r  to  itie  fMI 
Duty.  Th^  Tonnage  of  Cbd  Ships  ils  to  be  cortiputect  atcbids- 
ing  tb  the  number  of  NeWastle  CHatclioti^,  «kpr)^sSdl  in  tl« 
pxket,  each  of  which  is  tb  be  ^ccbimled  "two  Tons. 
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The  ancient  Powers  and  Privileges  of  tbis  reapect* 
able  Corporation  have  already  been  detailed  under 
eight  Heads  in  the  former  pages  of  this  Chapter. 
These  have  been  enlarged  and  confirmed  by  the 
Statutes,  of  which  Abstracts  have  been  giveu  ;  uA 
the  following  summary  View  will  shew  the  additional 
Powers  which  have  been  conferred  by  modern  Acts 
of  the  Legislature. 

|X.  Functions  by  Act  of  Farliamcnty  to  board  and  inspect  Vcs* 
self  in  the  Thames*  between  London  Bridgfc  and  Blacks 
wali»  to  se^h  for  Powdeft  Gans  shotted*  &c.  and  to  detect 
and  prevent  the  danger  which  arises  from  heating  and  mek* 
ing  Pitchy  and  other  Combustible  Matter. 

X*  To  license  Bumboats  for  the  sale  of  Liquors«  GrecnSi  &o» 
among  the  Shipping,  from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower 
Hope  Point. 

XL  To  depute  persons  under  the  Seal  of  the  Corpemtton,  to 
act  as  River  Officers  b  seizing  and  brinj^  to  Justicep 

persons  committing  Offences  against  the  Bumboat  Act. 

XH.  To  examine  and  approve  of  Hartioiir-masters  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corpoiatiao  ef  Loodaii»  and  to 
dismiss  diem  in  case  of  misconduct. 

Xni.  To  examine  and approtw of  Docfc»M»l)ctaippoijil«A by 
the  Directors  of  the  West-India  Dock  Consfanyi  btfut 
they  can  be  admitted  to  execute  their  Functions. 

XIV.  To  examine  the  Bye-Lavrs  made  by  iht  Losi  Mqw  aoi 
City  of  London^  and  to  stale  their  ob)eGtions»  if  waf$  III 
the  first  instance,  to  the  Lord  Mayor ;  and  if  not  obraiadt 
to  submit  such  objections  to  the  Jvtdgn,  before  they  con* 
firmi  and  allow  ftuch  By^-Laws. 

XV.  Tq 
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XV.  To  inspect  and  direct  the  raising  and  replacing,  repair-^ 
ing,  and  maintaining  the  Mooring-Chains,  to  be  fixed  in 
the  River  Thames,  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation 
of  London,  for  the  accommodation  of  Shipping. 

XVI.  To  manage  and  conduct  all  matters  and  things  relative 
to  the  Maintenance  of  certain  Light-houses  herein  before 
mentioned*  and  to  collect,  receive,  and  appropriate  the 
Ratesi  as  directed  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

From  the  foregoing  Review  it  appears,  that  the 
Functions  of  this  great  and  respectable  Corporation, 
as  regards  what  may  be  denominated  the  Nautical 
Police  of  the  River  Thames,  are  extremely  extensive, 
and  embrace  almost  every  object  which  is  connected 
with  the  Shipping  Concerns,  either  directly  or 
collaterally. 

The  Task  is  arduous,  and  the  Duties  are  multifari- 
ous, imposing  on  those  intrusted  with  the  execution 
of  them  a  considerable  Responsibility,  and  requiring  a 
firm  uprightness  of  Character.  The  Public  are  sa- 
tisfied, that  this  Task  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Persons 
zealously  di^osed  to  repress  the  Disorders  and 
Pillage  which  prevail  upon  the  River,  and  to  contri- 
bute to  whatever  shall  have  a  tendency  to  diminish 
the  Evils,  which,  as  Nautical  Men,  possessing  great 
local  information,  they  have  long  known  and  felt  as  a 
flerious  grievance^  requiring  the  aid  of  a  vigorous  and 

energetic  Criminal  Police.(^) 

Ci.  .  In 

■ 

{b)  The  Author  feels  it  hln  dqty^  to  fickx)Qwl^dge  the  obligations 

which  are  dae  to  the  Trinity  C^rforat'ion^  for  the  very  handsome 

<  '  and 
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In  the  performance  of  their  duty,  not  only  much 
Nautical  Science  is  necessary,  but  no  smaH  degree  of 
personal  labour ;  and  both  are  unquestionably  ma* 
nifested  in  the  progress  of  the  Business  which  occur 
pies  the  attention  of  this  Board.  The  Establishment 
forms  an  honourable  retreat  to  ablp  and  respectable 
Mariners  who,  in  fulfilling  this  important  trust  with 
zeal  aud  talent,  do  real  credit  to  themselves^  and  an 
essential  servige  to  their  Country, 

and  effectual  manner  in  which  they  have  co-operated  with  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Folicf,  and  the  candour  with  which 
(judging  from  what  passed  under  their  <iwn  view)  they  have  expre^« 
sed  their  sentiments  of  the  Public  Benrfita  derived  from  that 
Institution* 


•  V 
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CHAP.     Xftl. 

0^  the  Estahlishmnt  of  ih  West-Tndia  Dock  CeM-* 
FjLNY,  and  the  Powers  to  he  exercised  iy  them  in 
respect  to  the  Police  of  tie  River  Thames^  and  the 
port  of  London. — A  detail  of  the  Provisions  of 
the  Wet-Dock  Act  on  this  subject. — The  Rates 
payable  to  the  Company  by  West -India  Ships. ^^ 
Observations  on  the  probable  advantageous  effect  of 
this  New  System^ 


All  the  Powers  and  Privilcgesof  the  Wbst-Indla. 
Dock  Company  on  the  River  Thames,  are  created 
by  the  express  Letter  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  3Q  Geo, 
IIL  Cap.  kix.  An  Abstract  and  Recapitulation 
of  sucb  parts  of  this  Act,  as  relate  to  the  Company, 
^nd  some  observations  on  the  probable  effects  which 
will  result  from  this  New  System,  will  therefore  form 
the  substance  of  this  Chapter. 

The  Preamble  to  §  38  of  this  Act  recites,  "  That 
"  the  Ships  in  the  West-India  Trade  frequently 
arrive  at  the  Port  of  London  in  large  Fleets,  and 
occasion  great  crowding,  confusion,  and  damage 
^'  therein. — ^That  great  obstructions  and  ddays  arist 
*^  from  their  Cargoes  being  carried  in  Lighters  to 
"  the  Legal  Quays,  and  that  in  the  passage  thither, 
^*  puch  Cargoes  are  subjected  to  Pilfering  and  Fraud, 

"  whereby 


*  t^hereby  the  Own«*s  sustain  great  lossi  and  the 
'^  Revenue  is  much  injured]  and>  that  if  WeU 
^'  Docks  were  made  in  the  Isle  of  Dogs  with  Legal 
<<  Qiiajs^  Wharfs^  and  Warehouses  attached  thereto, 
^'  for  the  reception  and  discharge  of  Vessels  in  the 
''  West* India  Trade^  much  additional  Room  would 
^^  be  given  to  the  rest  of  the  Shipping  using  the 
^^  Fott;  and  the  West-India  Produce  might  b« 
^  efFdctually  secured  from  loss  by  thef^  and  othr 
^^  causes^  and  the  Public  Revenue  greatly  benefited. 
^'  — ^That  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  such  Docks^ 
^<  Quays,  Wharfs^  and  WarelK>use3^  &c«  should 
^*  be  forthwith  made.— -That  several  persons  have 
^^  agreed  to  form  a  Ccxnpany  for  this  purpose,  and 
*'  have  entered  into  a  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of 
^  raising  500,000/.  as  a  Capital^  for  carrying  the 
'*  Works  into  execution :" 

It  is  therefore  cnadtedj  that  certain  original  Sub- 
seribtft,  (naOied  in  the  Act^)  with  such  others  aa 
shall  agree^  and  be  permitted  to  become  original 
Members  of  the  Com^ny^  and  their  sevend  Sue* 
cessofs,  Executorsj  Administrators,  and  Assign^ 
he.  shall  be,  and  they  ere  by  tbf  Aot^  declared  to 
bei,  united  into  a  Company  or  Association  of  Pr(^ri«» 
etora  of  the  Docks5  Baaoas^  Cuta^  C^ySj  Wfaar6| 
Warehouses  and  other  Works  1  and  which  Coni^ 
pany^  shall  use  the  Finn  and  Stilf  of  the 

«tid  ihall  have  the  VviftA  and  Attthotitiet  heteitt 
Aftet  slated. 
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The  sum  so  subscribed,  or  such  pftrt  as  shall 
be  necessary,  shall  be  considered  as  a  Capital, 
or  joint  Stock,  vested  in  the  West^India  Dock  Com^ 
fany,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Members  of 
the  Company  in  proportion  to  their  Subscriptions.— 
The  Stock  shall  be  deemed  Personal  Estate ;  and 
pass  by  Transfer  in  the  Books  of  the  Coippany, 
No  Stock-holder  is  liable  for  the  Debts  of  the  Com- 
pany beyond  the  amount  of  the  Stock  subscribed— 
§  39^,  40,  41, 

During  the  progress  of  the  Works,  each  Stock* 
holder  is  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  b  per  Cent^ 
fer  jlnntmi  on  the  amount  of  the  money  advanced. 
And  after  the  Works  are  finished,  such  Interest  or 
Dividends  shall  be  paid,  (not  exceeding  10  per  Cenf.) 
as  shall  be  determined  at  the  General  Meetings  of 
the  Company — §  43. 

A  General  Meeting  specially  called  for  ihi  pur- 
pose, may  increase  the  Capital  to  Six  Hmdred  Thoii- 
^andPtnihSs-^  43.   - 

Any  five  or  more  of  the  Directors,  are  empow- 
ered to  Audit  and  Settle  all  accounts  of  Money 
disbursed  for  the  purposes  6f  the  Act ;  arid  to  make 
Calls  for  Money  from  the  Subscribers  for  carrying  on 
the  Works,  hot  exceeding  10  per  Cenh  ok  the  SuiYi 
subscribed ;  and  no  Call  to  be  made  but  at  the 
distance  oPtwo  months  from  the  preceding « one. 
Subscribers  p^leotiiXg  tci.CQimpIy  with  the  Calls, 
(p  fQrfeU:^:]^X!^^  and  ms^y  be  sued  by  the  Com-* 
pany  :  and  if  the  amount  of  such  Call  i^  not  paid 

withia 
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Ivithin  three  months,  the  Directors  in  their  option, 
may  either  sue,  or  declare  the  share  of  such  De- 
faulter to  be  forfeited  in  favour  of  the  other  Propri- 
etors— §  44. — ^No  advantage  to  be  taken  of  any 
Forfeiture,  until  notice  given  in  writing,  nor  until 
the  same  be  declared  forfeited  at  a  General  Meeting 
of  the  Company,  held  within  six  months  thereafter. 
And  in  all  such  cases,  persons  thus  ceasing  to  have 
an  interest  in  the  undertaking  are  indemnified 
against  Actions  subsequent  thereto-— §  45. 

Where  the  Representatives  of  deceased  Sub- 
scribers,  decline,  or  neglect,  to  answer  the  Calls 
that  arc  made,  the  Company  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
admit  other  persons  as  Proprietors  in  their  stead,  on 
repayment  of  Money  advanced  by  such  Proprietor 
— §46. 

General  Meetings  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of 
London,  on  not  less  than  seven  days'  notice  to  Sub- 
scribers, both  days  being  inclusive — §  47 • 

Within  one  month  after  passing  the  Act,  the 
Company  are  directed  to  choose  by  Ballot :— * 

r  Persons^  Members  of  the  Company«  holding 
C         atooo/.  Stock. 
,  f  Persons,    being    Aldermen    of  the  City  of 

(  London. 

f  Persons,    being    Common   Council-men   of 
3"*-  •    •    *1         London. 


and  these  21  shall  be  called  the  Directors,  for  ma^na- 
ging  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  Company* 

These 
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These  Dir^ten  ere  authorUed  to  ele0t  Gtam 
among  tbeip^ves  two  persons^  to  be  the  Cbairoiaa 
and  Deputy  Chairman  ot  the  Court  of  Directors, 
and  of  the  General  Meetings  of  the  Company^ 
The  Directors  not  being  less  than  five,  shall  appoint 
the  tinges  and  places  of  nieetiDg.~-Tbe  Directors  Co 
remain  in  Office  until  od^ers  are  chosen  in  their 
stead,  unless  they  shall  die,  be  removed,  or  dis^ 
qualified  by  not  holding  sufficient  Stocks  or  by 
ceasing  to  be  an  Alderman  or  Common  Council^ 
man.  The  New  Directors  chosen  to  replace  these, 
shall  remain  in  Office  no  longer  tb^  those  in 
whose  stead  ^y  ^*^^^  appointed,  could  have  re- 
inained**-^  49* 

Five  et  least  of  the  twenty-one  Directors,  shall 
go  put  of  Office  by  rotation  every  year,  and  five 
others  shall  be  appointed  to  succeed  them ;  namely, 
three  Members  of  the  Company,  who  shall  possess 
2000/.  Stockj  and  one  Alderman  and  one  Common 
Couneilman^  being  of  the  same  class  with  those  who 
go  ouL 

None  of  the  Directors  shall  continue  longer  in 
Office  than  four  succeeding  years  ;  and>  to  comply 
with  this  Rule,  four,  at  least,  of  the  Directors,  who 
have  been  appointed  out  of  the  Members  of  the 
Company^  sbfill  go  out  of  Office  in  rotation,  every. 
fourth  year^  and  four  other  qualified  persons  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot  to  succeed  them  ;  hut,  as  the  rota« 
tkms  ^nnot  ^e  place  during  the  first  three  years^ 
duripg  l!his  period,  the  Diroctofs^  who  are  to  go  out 

of 
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of  Office  9ball^  ea^h  year^  be  ascertained  by  draw- 
ing  lots.  Persons  who  have  served  the  Office  of 
Director^  may  be  re-cbosen  after  one  year,  if  other* 
wise  qudified.  $  49. 

Two  general  Meetings  of  the  Company  shall  be 
held  yearly,  viz.  in  the  first  week^  o(  January  and 
July,  of  which,  due  notice  is  to  be  given,  (^  50)~- 
But  any  nine  Proprietofs,  holding  500/.  Stock,  and 
upwards,  niay,  by  notice  to  the  Clerk  or  Tveasorer, 
request  extmordinary  Meetings.  ^51. 

The  qualifications  of  Voters,  at  Genera]  Meetings 
are  AS  follows: 

Votes* 
Holders  of  500L  Stocks  and  less  than  2000I.  entitled  to      i 

.     .     2000I 5000!.     •      .    •      a 

.    •     5000I •     lOiOOoL    ...      3 

•    •  lOfOOot.  and  upwaids 4 

Bodies  politic  or  corporate  may  vote  by  their 
Attomies,  duly  authonsed  :  hut  no  ipdividual  voter 
ahall  hold  more  tbao  one  power  of  4^ttorney. 

No  Proprietor,  holding  less  than  500/.  shall  vote 
at  any  meeting.  A  majority  of  votes  shall  decide  all 
questions ;  and  the  Chairman  shall  have  a  ioastiog 
vote,  although  he  shall  have  previously  voted  99  a 
Proprietor.  And  every  question,  if  required  by  Qve 
6r  more  persons  having  votes^  may  bd  d^temiiMd^ 
an  immediate  ballot,  where  the  Cbusmafi  sIwU,  in 
like  manner,  have  a  casting  vote.  ^  52. 

In  case  the  Corporation  of  Londoii  fJbU  be  pHh 

2  prietors 
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prietors  of  1000/.  or  more,  of  the  Stock,  the  Court 
of  O>mmon  Council  may,  from  time  to  time,  elect' 
and  appoint  one  person  for  every  lOOO/.  Stock,  to 
vote  at  the  General  Meeting  ;  every  such  Represen- 
tative to  have  only  one  vote.  §  53. 

After  the  expiration  of  twelve  months,  from  the 
passing  of  the  Act, — (/•  e.  after  12th  July  1800)  no 
person  shall  vote  who  has  not  possessed  Stock  for 
twelve  Calendar  Months  in  his  own  right,  and  not 
in  trust  for  another,  unless  such  Stock  shall  have 
come  by  bequest,  marriage,  or  intestacy,  or  by  the 
Custom  of  London,  or  by  settlement ;  such  posses*^ 
sion  to  be  ascertained  by  the  oath  of  the  Voters,  be- 
fore the  Chairman,  or  five  Directors.  §  54. 

At  the  Meetings  of  the  Directors,  five  Members 
shall  be  a  quorunii  capable  of  acting.  Questions 
shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  present,  and  if  the 
numbers  are  equal,  the  Chairman  shall  give  the 
casting  vote.  (§  55.) 

The  Directors  are  empowered  by  themselves. 
Agents,  Workmen,  &c.  to  make  and  complete, 
within  five  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  ac- 
cording to  such  plans,  and  in  such  manner  and  fonn 
as  they  shall  approve  of,  one  or  more  navigable 
Dofhf  BasonSy  and  CuU,  with  Quays  or  Wharfs,  and 
-Warehouses  adjoining,  to  be  situated  ia  the  Isle  of 
Dogs,  to  the  northward  of  the  intended  Canal,  and 
to  communicate  with  the  River  Thames,  at  or  near 
Limehouse-hole,  on  one  side,  and  at  or  near  Black- 
wall,  on  the  other.  §  56. 

6  The 
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The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  as 
many  Quays,  Wliarfs  and  Warehouses^  as  they  shall 
think  necessary  and  proper,  ?long  the  Banks  of,  or 
adjoining  or  near,  the  intended  Docks  and  Basons. 

§57. 

Such  of  the  said  Docks,  as  shall  be  used  for  unla- 
ding Ships,  together  with  the  Quays,  Warehouses  and 
other  Buildings,  shall  be  inclosed  and  surrounded  by 
a  strong  brickor  stone  Wall,  not  less  than  30  feet  high, 
on  all  sides,  leaving  only  proper  spaces  for  the  Cuts 
and  Entrances  into  the  Dock,  and  proper  Gateways 
through  the  Wall ;  and  inomediately  without  the 
Wall,  and  on  every  part  of  the  out-side  thereof,  except 
where  it  shall  adjoin  ^)y  Dock,  or  Bason,  which  may 
be  niade  without  the  same^  there  shall  be  a  Ditch,  of 
the  width  of  12  feet,  at  least,  to  be  always  kept  filled 
with  water,  6  feet  deep  ;  and  no  House  or  Building 
shall  be  erected  within  100  yards  of  the  out-side  of 
the  Wall,  on  penalty  of  lOO/,  and  50/.  per  month 
afterwards,  until  the  Building  and  Materials  are  re- 
moved. §  58. 

The  Directors  are  also  empowered  to  build  two  or 
more  Piers,  within  the  Tide-way  of  the  River 
Thames,  at  or  near  Blaekwally  and  two  or  more  at 
or  near  Limebmse-hole,  for  the  more  safe  entry  into 
the  Docks,  &c.  provided  that  the  Navigation  of  the 
River  Thames  shall  not  be  injured  thereby.  And 
•also  to  make,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repair  such 
Cuts,  Sluices,  Locks,  Flood-Gal^s,  Bridges,  Roads, 
^nd  other  Works,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  ;  and 
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likewise  Drains,   to   carry  off  Watcf  from  private 
Property.  §  59,  60^  6], 

The  Directors  arc  further  authorised  to  stop  up, 
alter,  and  build  Sewers,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Sewers,  in  whom  such  new 
Sewers  as  are  not  within  the  Dock  Walls,  are  to  be 
vested.  §  62. 

Powers  are  also  granted  to  the  Directors,  to  jnake 
and  maintain  Draw  and  Swivel  Bridges,  to  alter  and 
divert  Highways ; — to  procure  Materials — and  to 
remove  obstructions  in  adjoining  Lands,  and  to  lay 
Materials  thereon,  satisfying  the  Owners,  in  all  cases 
of  injury  or  damages.  §  63,  64,  65. 

The  Directors  are  also  authorised  to  make  Bricks^ 
for  the  use  of  the  Works^  upon  the  ground  purchased 
by  them  for  the  Docks,  &c.  and  also  to  take  Sand  from 
the  bed  of  the  River,  above  and  below  London 
Bridge,  for  the  use  of  the  Works;  on  having  a'writ- 
t€n  authority  for  that  purpose,  from  the  Court  of 
Common  Council,  or  persons  authorised  by  them. 
§  66,  67. 

The  Directors  arc  further  authorised  to  supply  the 
Docks,  &c.  with  Water,  while  in  their  progress  and 
afterwards  ;  from  the  River  Thames  and  from  such 
Waters  as  shall  be  found  in  digging  and  making  the 
Works ;  also  to  supply  the  Docks  .with  Water  by 
-Peeders  and  Sluices,  passing  through  adjoining 
Lands. — to  repair  Works  damaged  by  Floods, — to 
scour  tb.e  Docks  and  remove  Wrecks;  and  to  cleanse 

-  -  -    .  adjoining 
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adjoining  Water  Courses,  at  the  Land-owncrs'  ex- 
pence.  §  68-»-7l- 

No  Slips,  dry  Docks,  &c.  for  building  or  repair- 
ing Vessels,  shall  be  made  in,  or  adjoining  the  Docks; 
nor  can  the  Dock-Company  be  concerned  in  build- 
ing or  repairing  Shipsi.  §  72- 

The  making  and  using  the  Docks  shall  not  pre- 
judice or  obstruct  the  Canal.  §  73. 

■ 

The  Corporation  of  London,  are  directed  to  con- 
vey the  ground,  where  the  Docks  are  to  be  situated^ 
to  six  Trustees  in  fee,  in  trust  for  the  Company, 
who  are  to  reimburse  what  has  been  paid  by  the 
Corporation  of  London  for  the  same.  §  74 — 77* 

The  Directors,  or  any  five,  or  more  of  them,  may, 
from  time  to  time,  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  appoint 
one  or  more  proper  person  or  persons  to  be  Dock-Mas ^ 
iers  \  he  or  they  first  producing,  after  examination 
before  a  legal  Assembly  of  the  Trinity-House,  a  cer- 
tificate fi-om  that  Corporation,  of  being  qualified  for 
the  OflSce.  These  Dock-Masters  (who  may  be  re- 
moved or  dismissed  by  the  Directors)  while  in  Of- 
fice, shall  have  power  to  give  directions,  as  to  the 
mooringand  unmooring,  moving  or  removing,  all  Ships, 
Vessels  and  Lighters  or  Craft,  coming  into  or  lying 
in  the  Docks,  Basons  and  Cuts,  or  lying  or  being  in 
such  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at  Limehouse-hole 
and  Blackwall,  as  shall  be  within  200  yards  from  any 
entrance  out  of  the  said  River  into  the  Works  of 
the  Company ;  and  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
entrance  out  of  and  into  the  said  Docks,  &c.  and  the 
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» 

position  of  the  Ships^  vihilt  lading  or  discharging^ 
and  the  time  of  opening  and  shutting  the  Dock 
Gates.  In  case  of  refusal,  on  the  part  of  any  per- 
son in  the  charge  of  Ships,  or  Vessels,  to  remove  the 
same,  on  notice  given  in  writing  and  left  with  some 
person  on  board  the  Vessel,  the  Dock^Master,and  hia 
Assistants,  are  authorised  to  remove  such  Ship;  the 
ex  pence  whereof,  together  with  a  sum  not  exceeding 
lOl.  nor  less  than  51.  for  each  offence,  may  be  reco^ 
vered  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Compsmy,  from  the , 
Master  or  Owner  of  such  Vessel. — ^And  JilasterSy 
Pilots,  or  other  persons  obstructing  such  mooring, 
unmooringi  moving,  or  removing  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel,  in  the  said  Dock,  Basons  or  Cuts,  or  at  any 
8UQh  parts  of  the  River  Thames,  at  Limehousc^hole 
and  Blackwall,  shall  forfeit,  not  exceeding  5L  nor 
less  than  2L  §  80, 

The  Directors  may  annul  any  order  of  the  Dock- 
masters,  and  give  others,  §  SX.  But  no  order  what-^ 
soever,  whether  given  by  Directors,  Harbour-Mas* 
ters,  or  Dock-Masters,  shall  lessen  or  diminish  the 
responsibility  of  thq  persons  having  the  charge  of  the 
Ship,  Vessel,  or  Cargo.  §,  82. 

Both  the  Docks  and  the  Canal  shall  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  Fort  of  London  ;  Vessels  resorting 
thereto,  shall  be  subject  to  the  several  Port  Duties ; 
all  Goods  landed,  or  shipped  upon  or  from  tbe>  in- 
tended Quays,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  regula** 
tions  as  are  applicable  to  the  present  legal  QuaySy 
and  the  Quays,  in  such  of  the  Docks  a3  shall  be 

3  walled 
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wailed  round,  shall  be  deemed,   to  all  intents  And 
purposes^  Legid  Quays.  §  88 — 86. 

During  the  term  of  21  years,  from  the  time  whfeti 
the  Docks  shall  be  completed  and  ready  for  Ships  and 
Good^  i-^all  Ships  and  Vessels  which  shall  arrive 
from  any  part  of  the  West-Indies,  into  the  River 
Thames,  with  Cargoes  of  West- India  produce >  shall 
unlade  the  whole  within  Some  one  of  the  said  Docks^ 
or  on  the  Quays  or  Wharft  which  shall  belong 
thereto,  where  the  Duties  shall  be  ascertained,  and 
tio  where  else;  and  the  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchan- 
dise, being  West-India  produce,  in  res^ject  whereof 
such  Duties  shall  be  payable,  may  afterwards  ht 
stored  in  the  adjoining  Warehouses,  or  in  such  other 
WarehotaeSy  as  the  Owners  or  Consignees  shall  think 
frt^per ;  and  in  case  any  such  Goods,  Wares  and 
Merchandise,  being  West-India  product,  shall,  at 
any  time  during  the  said  term  of  2 1  year§,  be  landed 
from  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  the  West-India  Ti^de, 
in  any  other  place  or  places,  in  Or  near  the  Port  of 
London,  than  the  said  Quays  and  Wharfs  within  the 
said  Docks,  they  shall  be  forfeited  to  his  Majesty^ 
and  tnay  be  lawfully  seized  accordingly  :  and  the 
Owner  or  Master  of  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  shall,  ^ 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  One  Hun- 
dred Pounds.  ^  87 .  •      • 

It  is  however  provided,  that  so  much  of  the  Car- 
goes of  West-India  Ships,  as  shall  consist  of  Tobac- 
co, shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  being  unshipped 
in  the  Docks,  be  conveyed  to  the  King's  Tobacco 
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Warehouses,  without  previously  ascertaining  the 
duty,  cither  in  Carts  or  Decked  Lighters  at  the  ex» 
pence  of  the  Dock  Company,  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  such  recompence  as  shall  not  exceed  the 
whole  expence  of  conveying  Tobacco  from  Ships  at 
their  proper  Moorings  to  the  King's  Warehouse.  §  88« 

It  i|  also  provided,  that  if  at  any  time  it  should 
happen,  from  the  crouded  state  of  the  Docks,  or  from 
accident  ot  other  cause.  Ships  or  Vessels  cannot  be 
admitted  into  the  Docks,  three  or  more  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs  may  permit  the  Cargo  of 
any  such  Vessel  to  be  landed  at  such  other  legal  Quay 
or  Quays,  as  they  shall  appoint*  §  89* 

Where  Ships  arriving  from  other  parts  of  the 
World  than  the  West-Indies,  shall  have  Goods  on 
bpard  of  the  produce  of  the  Westrlndies;  such 
West-Indja  produce  shall  be  discharged  within  the 
Docks,  if  any  three  or  more  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Customs  shall  so  order  and  direct.   §  QO. 

During  the  said  term  of  twenty-one  years  after  the 
finishing  of  the  Docks,  all  outward-bound*- West- 
India  Ships  shall  ship  or  take  in  all  their  Cargoes,  and 
be  laden  either  in  some  ope  of  the  Docks,  or  in  sach 
part  of  the  River,  as  shall  he  below  the  entrance  of 
the  Cana!  at  Blackwall.  Masters  and  Owners  of 
Vessels  offending  in  this  respect  shall  forfeit  lOO/. — • 
Spch  Ships  and  Vessels  however,  arc  excepted  as  may 
be  engaged  to  take  on  board  Naval  Stores  at  the 
King's  Yard  or  Victualing  Office  at  Deptford,  for  bis 
Majesty's  ServiiJc :  on  producing  to  the  Dock- Master 
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a  Certificate^  under  the  hands  of  a  Commissioner  of 
the  Navy  or  Victualing  Office.  §  Q\ . 

The  Directors  or  any  five  of  them  are  epjpowered  to 
make  Bye-L^ws,  Rules,  Orders,  and  Regulations  for 
the  Docks  and  their  Appurtenances,  and  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Directors,  Dock-Masters,  Clerks, 
Treasurers,  Collectors,  Engineers,  Surveyors,  Work- 
men, W^tjchmen,  Lightermen,  Labourers,  and  others 
appointed  and  employed  on  behalf  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  for  the  better  regulating,  governing,  and 
managing  the  several  Works,  Mattcr$,  Accounts, 
and  things  authorised. to  be  done  by.  the  Dir6ctOrs ;. 
and  to  amend,  alter,  and  repeal  the  same,  and  fix  pe- 
nalties for  non-observance,  not  exceeding  40^.  re- 
coverable before  Justices  where  the  Offence  is  cpm- 
mitted.  Such  Bye^Laws  to  be  prmted  and  distri- 
buted in  the  Port  of  London ;  to  be  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Company,  who  may  alter  or  annul  -  the 
same,  at  a  General  Meeting ;  and  to  t>e  allowed  and 
approved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  one  of  the  Chief 
Justices,  or  Chief  Baron.  §  lOg — 1 12. 

*^  In  consideration  of  the  great  charges  and  cx- 
^'  pcnces,  in  making,  building,  and  erecting  the  said 
'*  Docks,  and  their  Appurtenances,  and  supporting, 
'^  maintaining,  and  keeping  the  same  in  repair  :"-*-- 
It  is  enacted,  that  from  and  after  notice  of  the 
completion  of  the  Docks  and  other  Works,  shall 
have  been  given  by  Public  Advertisement  in  the 
London  Gazette,  and  two  or  more  Public  Morning 
Jsewspapers,  circulated  in  London,   there  shall  be 

payable 


payable  to  the  West-India  Dotk  CoDi|Ahy,  br  to 
their  Collectors,  Receivers,  or  Agentd,  for  their  u$e, 
fover  Md  above  the  Rates  and  Duties  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  and  to  the  Corporation  of  London,) — the 
Rates  and  Duties  following  ;  viz. 

"  For  every  Ship  or  Vessel  entering  into  and  using 
any  of  the  said  Docks,  or  any  of  the  Basons  and  Cuts 
which  shall  belong  thereto  (to  be  paid  by  the  Malster 
or  Owrter  of  sueh  Ship  or  Vessel)  a  Rate  or  Duty  of 
6s.  Sd.for  every  Ton  of  the  burden  ofsnch  Ship  or  Ves- 
sel \  for  and  in  satisfaction  of  the  use  and  conveniency 
df  the  Dbcks,  and  all  charges  and  expences  of  navi- 
gating, mooring  and  unmooring,  removing  and  ma- 
nagement of  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  from  her  arrival  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Docks  at  Blackball,  until  unladed 
and  moored  in  the  Dock  for  light  Vessels :  and  also^ 
of  the  unlading  her  Cargo  within  the  said  Docks,  and 
the  Landings  waiters*  Fees,  on  account  thereof;  and 
the  Cooperage,  Hoops,  and  Nails,  which  such  Cargo 
may  require,  in  the  course  of  such  unlading,  together 
with  the  use  of  the  Light  Dock,  for  any  space  of  time 
not  exceeding  six  months  from  the  time  of  unlading 
such*  Ship  or  Vessel."  §  137. 

And  from  and  after  such  notice  being  given,  there 
shall  also  be  paid  to  the  said  Company,  for  all  Goods^ 
Wares,  and  Merchandise,  imported  from  the  West- 
Indies,  which  shall  be  landed,  unshipped  or  dis* 
charged  from  on  board  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  enter- 
ing into  and  using  the  said  Docks,  or  any  of  the 
Basons  or  Cuts  thereunto  belonging  by  the  Owners 

or 
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or  Ccmsignees  of  such  Merchandise  (over  and  above 
all  ether  Rates  and  Duttes)  the \Rates  and  Datiei 
following;  t;i««     • 

f*or  Aloes .48 

—  Balsam  IfiMlirafl    .    •    •     .     4    8 

—  Cassia     .     •    •    •     •      •     4.    8 

—  CoHcx  Wmttfattus    ...    4    8   - 

—  Cocok     .....      ..16 

—  Coffbe 16 

—  CottoirWool    ...      .26 

—  Dyers*  Woods     .      .     ..06 

—  Ginger 33 

^Guiliduitiaciltti.  .    .     .    .    4    8j 

—  Hides    ...«••     •    o    6  per  Dozen. 

—  Indigo ..26   pe^Cwt. 

—  Marmalade a    6 

« —  Oil,  Castor 2 

—  Pimento 3     2     per  Cwt^ 

— 'Rum    ........  o     I     per  Gallon. 

—  Sarsaparilla 6 

—  Sugar o 

^-«  Succads  id  Bootes    .     *     •    «  5    o« 

—  Tamar  Aids  or  Succads  in  Jars    a    6    per  Jar. 

—  Tortoise  shell     ....       5 

—  Turraerick     .     .     ....  4 

—  Wine,  including  Madeira     .     o     i     per  Gallon. 


^j>  per  Jar. 

per  Cwt 

I     per  Gallon 

8  V  pet  Cwt. 

©J 

6    per  Jar. 

j}perCwt. 


Jlnd  Fur f  her ; 


4.    d. 


For  every  Cask,  Case,  Bundle,  Bale,  or  other  Packajp, 
contaifting  any  article  of  Merchandise,  not  other- 
wise  Specified  and  described  in  the  foregoing 
Tab!^,  being  a^cwt.  and  upwards  .        .         56 

For 
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ihali  have  acoeteat  the  Costom^^house;  and  tbe  Mas*, 
ter  of  each  Vessel  is  also  obliged  to  produce  his  Cer- 
tificate o(  Register  to  the  Gollectors ;  and  in  case  of 
,  any  dispute  respecting  tbo  same,  or  reacting  the 
Tonnage  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  not  required  to  be 
registered,  or  of  any  Foreign  Ship  or  Vessel,  then  the 
Tonnage  shall  be  ascertained  by  Admeasurement^ 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Statute,  26  Geo.  III. 
cap.  60.  And  Powers  are  given  to  the  Collectors  of 
the  Company  (as  well  as  of  his  Majesty  and  the  City) 
to  enter  into  the  Ships,  dnd  actually  to  measure  the 
Tonnage  thereof.    §  141---^143* 

FnoM  THE  System  thus  shortly  detailed  it  appears^ 
that  very  important  Priviiegcs  are  confferred  on  the 
JVesi'India  Dock  Comfmy^  and  that  the  Functions, 
with  respect  to  Ships  and  Vessels  in  the  West-India 
Trade,  which  are  to  be  executed  by  the  Directors, 
are  of  a  nature  very  material  to  the  Commercial  In- 
terest: since  they  are  to  take  upon  themselves  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  whole  labour,  which  is  at  present 
performed  by  Lumpers^  Coopers^  Lightermen^  Whar- 
fingers^  Tackle-house  Porters^  Tickef-Porfers,  Ware^ 
housemen,  Gangsmen,  and  Labourers. 

Supposing  the  Aggregate  Tonnage  on  a  me- 
dium, to  be  equal  to  the  year  ending  the        ' 
5th  of  January  1798,   they  will  rcceivfc  at 
6s«   8d.   per  Ton  annually    on   ioi»4^4 
Tons,    for  Discharging,   and '  in  lieu  aA 

.  Liglbtcrage    .     .     .      (Carried  over)     ^.  33»8;58    o    o 

Brought 
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Brought  over  *  •  jC'33»8«8  o  o 
Taking  the  article  of  Sugar,  (as  being  the 
largest,)  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
Aggregate  Suai  to  be  received,  (for  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  Docks,  Wharfs,  and 
Cranes;  and  in  lieu  of  I^ani^fVaiters* 
FeeSf  fyharfagit  Landings  Cooperage^  and 
ffarehousing  such  Goods,  —  fFanbouse 
Rent  for  twolve  weeks,  and  the  chqirge  of 
Dilkaryt)  the  whole  amount  on  101,484 
Tons,  at  8d,  per  Cwt.  or  13s.  4d.  per 
Ton,  is     .     •      ..••••••    67,656    o    o 


Total    •     •    £.  ioi,4iSi4.    o    o 

For  the  purposes  of  discovering  the  advantages 
or  disadvantages  of  this  System^  it  will  be  necessary 
to  consider  the  following  Estimate  of  the  present 
cxpencc  of  discharging  West-India  Vessels  in  the 
Fool,  oppo^  to  the  above  charges  in  the  premises 
of  the  West-India  Ddck  Company. 

346  Ships,  average  Lumping  bues,  includ- , 

ing  extra.   Work,    and    Watching,  and        £.       t.  d. 

Cooperage,— (45 /.) •     »5fS70    o    0 

Boat  attending  30  days,  at  45^  a  day, — {61,)  •  2,076  q  .  o 
Chain  hire,  los.  a  week, — (2  /).•.#  69^  9  o 
Demurrage  of  the  .  Sbip»  supposing  her  on 

Charter,  oc  that  the  Owner  is  deprived  of 

the  use  of  her,  15  days  longer  in  the  Pool 

than  in  the  Dock,  at  8s.  a  Ton  per  month, 

ix  ooaohalf  of   a  tawkh  on  290  Tons, 

avcajge  ^Sf-^sS^y.)  ..  ;.    .     ...    -     .    ao,o68    o    cf 

.       Ciftiedovei"'  ^    ,    ;C- 38*4<56    o    a 

<  Brought 
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and  the  superior  stile  of  fitting,  are  farourable  to 
this  species  of  dispatch,  to  which  Port^accommo^ 
dations  contribute  in  so  eminent  a  degree. 

The    Directors    of   the   JVesi'Iudm  Dock  Co/n^ 
pony  will,   under  every  circumstance,  form  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  executive  Police  of  the  River 
y        '  Thames,  and  the  Port  of  London. — Like  the  other 
two  great  Bodies,  the  Corporation  of  London  and 
the  Trinity-House,  they  have  the  power  of  making 
Bye*Laws  to  be  enforced  by  penalties  :  and  it  can- 
not   escape    notice^   that    the    number    of  minor 
dSfences,  which  have  been,  and  will  be  created  and 
defined,  in  consequence  of  the  JVet-Dock  Act^  will 
require  a  vigilant  Police  to  give  force  and  efiicacy  xo 
the  general  Design ;  and  to  prevent  the  Law,  firooi 
becoming,  as  in  many  other  cases,  a  dead  letter  ;— « 
This  ind^d,  is  the  source  from  which  haive  originated 
the  multiplied  abuses  which  have  heretofore  em* 
barrassed  and  afflicted  the  Trade  of  the  Port ;  and 
which  will  ever  continue  to  be  felt  as  a  pressure,, 
;yvhile  it  is  not  the  province  of  any  particular  class  <^ 
men  to  carry  the  Laws  into  es^ecution^  and  to  be  ia 
some  degree  responsible  for  the  effect  which  the 
interests  of  Society,  and  good  Government,  require 
to  be  given  to  all  the  Regulations  and  measures  of 
the  Legislature,  for  the  prevention  of  Crim^  and 
Misdemeanors,  and  the  well-ordcrtng  of  whatever 
has  a  tendency  to  add  to  the  security,  comfort,  and' 
happiness  of  the  Community. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

The  Powers  atid  Funclions  of  His  Majesty  s  Com" 
missions  of  Cusioms  and  Excise^  as  they  affly  to  the 
Police  of  the  River  Thames j  and  the  Port  of  Lon- 
don.— The  perplexed  State  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Cusiomi, — General  Summary  of  the  Statute  Law 
'  on  this  suhjecf;  as  it  relates — 1st.  to  Merchants, 
Masters  of  Ships,  &c. — 2d.  to  Revenue  Officers. 

X  HE  Establiebment  of  the  Board  oi  Customs  is  em- 
(doyed,  not  for  purposes  of  Revenue  alone^  but  also 
iac  carrying  into  effect  the  Laws  di  Navigation  and 
Trade;  upon  which  the  security  of  the  Empire,  and 
the  protection  and  encouragement  of  its  Commerce 
and' Manufactures,  essentially  depend. (i) 

The  CommisBioners  therefore,  under  the  authority 
sf  various  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  also  under  the 
dhrectioDS  of  the  Treasury,  exercise  very  extensive 
and  important  Powers  and  Functbns  in  the  general 
System,  which  comprises  the  Police  of  the  Port  of 
London. 

They  superintend  the  execution  of  the  Laws  as 
they   relate  to   Regulations^  respecting  the  lading 
end  discharging  of  all  Ships  and  Vessels  frequenting 
the  Port,  which  particulariy  apply  to  the  mode  of 
aecuiing,  and  ascertaining  the  amount  of  his   Ma* 

'  (;)  See  tbe  Fowrth  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons-r printed  July  1797* 

C  c  jesty's 
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jesty's  Revenue  of  Custoins^--*the  payment  of  Draw^ 
backs  and  Bounties  on  Goods  exported^ — the  grant- 
ing Licenses,  and  taking  Bonds  and  Securities  from 
parties  concerned  in  the  Importation  and  Exportation 
of  Goods.  They  authorise  and  appoint  sufficient 
Wharfs,  where  Goods  may  be  landed  when  the 
business  cannot  be  carried  on  at  the  Legal  Quays. 
They  empower  inferior  Officers  to  enter  on  board  of 
Ships  and  Vessels,  arriving  and  discharging,  as  well 
as  those  that  arc  lading  outwards, — and  to  remain 
so  long  as  they  deem  necessary*  for  the  protectioii  of 
the  Revenue.  They  appoint^  Preferable,  Extia^  and 
Glut,  Officers,  for  this  particular  duty.(i)  They 
instruct  and  control  the  whole  c^  the  numerous 
Officers,  of  all  classes,  belonging  to  the  difierent 
departments  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Customs.  They 
exercise  their  discretion  in  mitigating  the  severity  of 
the  Law  (subject  ..to  the  control  of  the  Treasury)  in 
all  cases  where^  from  inadvertency  or  unavoidable 
causes,  an  innocent  Trader  .may  be  aggrieved,  and 
where  no  injury  to  the  Revenue  was  contem|rfatcd. 

Xhey  order  prosecutions  of  IliicitTraders  and  others 
charged  with  Frauds  upon  the  Revenue.  They  di- 
rect the  sale  of  Seizures,  and  manage  the  financial 
part  of  the  System,  with  respect  to  Salaries  and  £x- 
penccs,  according  to  Rules  which  have  been  estab«- 
lished  under  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury.    In  fine,.tbey  superintend  aU 

(i)  The  esubiished  Tide-Qficers,  and  all  superior  utuationi,  axe 
ap|)oiiited  by  the  Treasury. 

matters 
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matters  and  things  whatjeirer,  which  relate  to  Ve6- 
eels  in  the  sei^ice  of  the  Ciistoms^  or  to  the  control^ 
^regulation,- or  reward  of  their  Officers,  in  every  part 
of  England  and  the  Colonies. 
'  The  GoMMissidNBRs  op  thb  Excise  have  a  con- 
curreiit  Jarisdlction  with  the  Customs,  with  respect 
to  the  secarity  of  those  branches  of  Revenue  which 
it  is  their  province  to  collect  on '  articles  imported ; 
but  'they  eiiercise  no  general  superintendance. 
-  They  appoint* and  authorise  their  Officers  to  board 
and  to  watch  Ships  and  Vessels,  where  exciseable 
<3roods  compose  a  part  of  the  Catgo,  and  they  also 
employ  Revenue  Cutters  for  the  detection  and  pro- 
vention  of  Illicit  Trade.  ' 

TheFiNANCB  Committee  optheHousc  of  Com 
mons,  (to  whose  labours  the  Public  are  already  so 
much  indebted,'  and  whose  Reports,  on  a  vast  variety 
of  Subjects,  aiibrd  ample  hints  and  materials  for  the 
most  important  legislative  Regulations,  in  matters  of 
the  highest  consequence  to  the  improvement  of 
Trade  and  Pdioe  in  this  Kingdom,)  state  that  the 
Laws  respecting  the  Customs,  are  '^  voluminous  in 
•their  bulk,  and  intricate  in  their  details,*'  filling,  at 
present,  six'^  large  volumes  m  foUo,  unprovided  with 
any  printed  Index.  They  tdso  declare,  that  they 
feel  themselves  warranted  in  stating,  nwsi  decidedly^ 
^hat  a  consolidation  and  simplification  of  the 
Laws  of  the  Customs  would  -  greatly  contribute 
to  secure  and  increase  the  collection  of  the  Re* 
venue :  that,  by    such  a  simplification    'f  the  Re^- 

c  c  2  venue 
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r»mte^  OjShfr  wtfgid  be^^nabkd  to  eKiieif te  \m  dut j 
with  more  promptittide  ^fid  tafety;  the  Mmrchmu 
would  bettef  know  bow  to  irat^aact  his  Contrnfercial 
concerns  with  the  Revenue,  atid  the  F^tign  Trader 
would,  have  tlie  m^ns  of  avoiding  those  errOfo  Which 
at  pre^et>t  so.  frequeAlly  bx|k)se  hia  Properly  to  aei** 
.enrtEi.  for  ^he  btifiisakM  of  Form^^  which  H  is  abnHt 
impossible  that  be  shouM  know  to  be  neeessftry/X^ 

It  appears  indeed^  thit  the  attenliba  of  the  Exe- 
cutive GovemndeAt^  and  of  the  Officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms^ ba«  been  di  recited  \h  aoipe  d^;ree  to  this  im- 
^rtant  object ;  and  its  execution^  however  difiicuit, 
has  ifot  been  thought  inipracticftble ;  probJl>Iy  how* 
aver,  (the  Committee  conclude)  Chefirt^  Completion 
of  the  Work  iftust  be  delayed  undl  Peace, 
t  A'fter  the  foregoirtg  cindid  ardwal  by  a  Coomtit'- 
tee,  ihe  leading  Momb^rs  of  which  inAy  tfuly  he 
aaid  tp  have  beeh  mdeiatigable  in  their  exertions  for 
the  pobHc  gooti,  it  cannot  be  reaiooably  expected 
from  iha  Author  of  this  Work,  that  he  shooid  eater 
.into  aiiy  thing  more  than  a  geneml  Stiaienftent  Of  the 
Powers  end  Futicttoiis  exercised  by  thd  Gommiaaiod* 
ers  of  Cu^totos  ahd  Eicise,  and  their Offictfta ;  utidlw 
the  ntuHipItcity  of  St^tulea^  by  which  those  Fowen 
and  Fdnctions  are  created  and  fe^lMed;  giviag 
also  an  abridged  account  of  the  Duties  imposed  b)r 
thesc.Statutea,  on  Masters  of  Ships,  Merchtfits,  CoA^ 
'^grtees^  &c.  in  the  toofse  i>f  the  Imp<)rtalk)B  end 
£xportation  of  their  Goods. 

(J)  ^etheFottHfa  Report  of  th«  ColDm]ttee,'p.  tj^  t6» 

The 


Tbe  foUawklg  Summary  of  tbe  mo^  i^tf^t^sti^g 
Jj^wa  OB  tbi$  Sk^bjeGt  will,  howevor^  be  (riyts,  3erV9 
as  some  dir^Uon  to  Merchants  in  thi$  n)9^t  dan-r 
geraw  piiit  of  their  vQyogc ;  and  9s  a  clu^  |o  tjiat 
tobyriojtb  «f  perplexitie^f  the  mg^es  of  wbkb»  it  i« 
to  be  hc^miy  the  J^egislature  wil}  «re  long  Sni4  l$is4tf« 
to  put  w  end  ,tp,  by  pnr^mng  the  ^uggpsiipqs  qf  ih* 
Fieanc^  Cpt^qaitXei:  oq  this  subject. 

The  St^utes  are  ranged  under  t;hc  two  following 
|)C9ds: 

I.  The  duty  of  Merchants,  Masters  of  Ships, 
Wharfingers,  Consignees,  &c.  on  the  Importation 
and  Exportation  of  Goods. 

II.  The  Privile^s,  Duties  and  Indemnities  of 
Revenue  Officers,  not  specified  in  the  foregoing 
division. 

hBx  the  Statute  1  £Ii^.  .cap*  M»  P\9fper9  and 
M9ster»  ofXtu^f  w^  frolnibited  from  leading  or 
IJidftdiog .  Skip3^  except  in  dayniig^t^  :§n4  U  tb0 
Jjegti  Quiy»  and  plwes  appointed,  (ia  London  an4 
.etsewbere,)  and  without  due  notice  to  tbe  C^u^omttr 
jind  Gi«itom4puse  OiBcem. 
..By  lA}anii  iii  Car.  IJ.  cap*  M,  ^  Sbip  iir^ving 
£cdm  bay/»ndSea^  shall  Jbe  above  thre^i^  d^  Qoqoang 
ibntn  XJrmyaaead  to  her  pl^ce  of  IKaohftrgp  in  ibe 
ThOTtts,  without  touching  nt  any  WbwC .  Qivty,  or 
place  adjoimiig  to  fiitber  Shoire  betw^n  Orftve^end 

2  and 
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and  Che8ter*s  Quay ;  unless  hindered  by  cdntrary 
winds,  or  other  just  impediment,  to  be  allowed  by 
the  principal  Officers  of  the  Customs. — §  2. 
^  By  Statute  ig  Geo.  III.  cap.  48,  §  3,  if  any  Ves- 
sel coming  from  Foreign  ^arts,  within  the  limits  of 
the  Port  of  Londm,  shall  be  removed  out  of  the 
Stream,  except  to  the  Lawful  Quays,  before  all  the 
Groods  are  discharged  out  of  such  Vessel ;  or  if  any 
Vessel;    outward-bound  from  London    to    Foreign 
parts,  having  any  Goods  on  board   thereon,  shall, 
during  the  continuance  in  the  Port,  be  removed  out 
of  the  Stream,  except  to  the  liavt^ful  Quays,  unless 
upon  any  accident  or  emprgent  occasion,  immediately 
to  be  made  known  to  the  Commissioners,  or  Officers 
of  Customs,    and  their  consent  for  those  purposes 
obtained ;    the  Master,   Purser,   or  Person  taking 
eharge  of  such  Vessel,  shall  forfeit  100  /.  for  ea,ch 
offence ;  one  moiety  to  his  Majesty,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  such  Officer  of  Customs  as  shall  sue  for 
the  same,  in  any  Cpurt  of  Record  at  Westminster. 

By  §  5  of  the  Act,  13  and  uCar.  IL  cap.  1^  ; 
in  case  after  the  clearing  of  s^ny  Ship,  and  discharge 
ing  the  Watchmen  or  Tidesmen^  there  shall'  be 
found  on  board  $uch  Ship  aay  Goods  concealed, 
and  for  which  the  Duties  Upon  Importalioa  have 
not  been. paid t  tb<i  Mastery ^  or  other  person,  taking 
i^barge  of  such  Ship,  shall  fiorf<^  l(k>/.^^AQd  it 
shall  be ;  lawful  for  any  penson,  •  authorised  by  Writ 
^of  Assistance,  under  Seaf  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
i  t^ke  a  Constable^  or  other  Public  Officer  inbabittng 

neaf 
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near  the  place,  and  in  the  day  timcy  to  enter  into 
any  house  or  other  place,  and  in  case  of  resistance, 
to  break  open  Doors,  Chests,  and  other  Packages  ; 
to  seize  any  Goods  prohibited  and  uncustomed,  and 
to  secure  the  same  in  his  Majesty's  Storehouse  in 
the  next  Port. 

By  9  Geo.  II.  cap^  35,  ^  27,  all  Goods  found 
concealed  on  board  any  Ship  after  .the  Master  shall 
have  made  his  report  at  the  Custom-house,  and  not 
mentioned  in  the  said  Report,  shall  be  forfeited,  and 
may  be  seized  and  prosecuted  by  any  Officer  of  the 
Customs,  and  the  Master  of  such  Ship,  (\n  case  he 
was  privy  to  such  concealment,)  shall  forfeit  treble 
the  value  of  the  Goods, 

By  5  Geo.  III.  cap.  43,  ^  1,  all  Goods,  Wares,  and 
Merchandise  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  found  cour 
cealed  in  any  Chest,  Trunk,  Bale,  Cask,  or  other 
Package,  or  amongst  any  of  the  Goods,  Wares,  cf 
Merchandise  contained  therein,  at  any  time  after  the 
agme  shall  have  been  sent  to  his  Majesty's  Stores- 
house,  by  any  Officer  of  Customs,  (in  pursuance  of 
Statute  13  2(  14  Car,  II,  cap.  1 1  :)-^and  which  shall 
not  have  been,  within  twenty  d^ys  after  the  first 
entry  of  the  Ship  in  which  they  were  imported,  duly 
entered,  and  the  Customs,  and  other  Duties  for 
them,  paid  or  secpred;  or  ^hich  shall  be  found 
concealed  in  any  Chest,  &c.  or  inclosed  in  any  of 
the  Goods  therein  contained,  which  shall  bt  brought 
on  Shore  by  special  Suffisrance,  or  order  from  the 
Commis^pners  or  principal  Officers  of  Customs,  nt 

the 
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the  application  of  the  IVoprietor,  and  shdl  not  be 
particularly  specified  in  such  «ppKcatiofi,  the  same 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seised  end  prosecuted 
by  any  Officer  of  tbe  Customs. 

By  21  Geo.  III.  cap.  3^,  if  the  Master  of  any 
Vessel  shall  conceal,  or  suffer  to  be  concealed,  by 
bis  Mate  or  Seamen,  or  any  of  them,  in  any  part 
of  such  Vessel,  or  in  any  Chest,  any  Foreign  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors,  over  two  gallons  for  each  Seaman 
on  board,  or  any  Tea  above  Six  Pounds,  or  any 
Coffee  above.  Nineteen  Pounds ;  or  if  the  Master 
«hall  clandestinely  Import,  or  suffer  to  be  clandes- 
tinely Imported,  any  such  Foreign  Spirituous  Liw 
quors,  or  any  other  uncustomed  Goods  whatsoever, 
trhcreby  tHe  Owners  become  iiable  to  any  penalties, 
or  whereby  such  Vessel  is  liable  to  be  forfeit?ed,  the 
Master  shall  not  only  forfeit  to  the  Owners  all  Wages 
then  due,  but  al«>  treble  the  value  of  such  Foreign 
Spirituous  Liquors,  Tfea,  Coffee,  or  any  other  un- 
customed Gtoods  whatsoever,"  over  the  penalties  to 
which  t!he  Master  shall  be  subject  by  any  Laws  now 
'in  force;  which  penalties  of  irebie  the  vakie,  shaH 
Ibe  recovered  of  the  Master'  by,  and  go  to,  the 
Owners. — ^  1.    " 

By  ^  2  t)f  the  said  Act;'  if  t)bt  Mates  or  Seamen, 

•shall   clandestinely- conceal 'dr*Jm^it  ahy  Fordgn 

Spirituous  Liquoi^s,  (over  two  gallons  for  each  Sea- 

man  on  board,)  or  any  Tea  tkhvt  Six  Pounds,  or 

any  Coffee  aBdvc    Nineteen   P6urtds,    tTren   such 

•Mates  or  Seamen,  shall  forfeit:  t6  the  Owners  all 

Wages 
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Wages  then  due,  and  also  Ten  Shillings  each  for  every 
gallon  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  .Ten  Shillings  for 
evcJf^  Pound  of  Tea^  ancl  also  Ten  Shillings  for 
every  Pound  of  Coffee. — And  by  ^  3,  if  such 
Mates  or  Seamen,  shall  commit  such  offences  in 
time  of  War,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Owners  to 
send  such  Mates  or  Seamen,  on  board  some  of  his 
Majest/s  Si>ips  of  War ;  there  to  serve  for  three? 
years,  except  such  as  are  old,  disabled,  or  unfit  for 
such  service. 

This  Act  is  to  be  printed,  and  put  up  in  some  cdn- 
«pieuous  part  of  every  Brhish  Vessel,  trading  to  or 
from  this  Kingdom  ;  and  whenever  the  printed 
Copies  shall  be  damaged,  the  Master  shall  couSe  the 
same  to  be  immediately  replaced,  under  the  penalty 
of  One  Shillmg  a-^ay  during  such  omission  ;  to  be 
paid  to  the  Owners,  and  levied  by  Warrant,  under 
the  hands  and  Seals  of  one  or  more  Justices. 

By  -^  7  c^  the  Statute  13  &  14  Charles  H.  c.  11,' 
it  is  enacted,  that  if  any  Ke^er  of  any  Whai*f^ 
Crene  or  Quliy,  or  their  Servants,  -  shall  knowingly, 
sufJfer  to  be  taken  tip  or  Landed,  or  shaH  ship-oft^ 
or  suffer  to  be  •wnter-borne  "from  their  Wharfs,  &cl 
atiy  Goods  prohibited,  or  "wherebf  any  Duties  ai^tf 
payable,  without  the  presence  df  the  Officers  of  the 
Customs,  or  at  times  not  appointed  by  Law ;  or 
Goods  passing  by  Certificates,'  ^a^te-cocquet,  or 
otherwise,  without  notice  given-  io-  Ms  MaJesty^s 
OfEcers;  every  snch  Wharfinger  *iafl  forfeit  lOO/.— 
And  if  any  Goods  «hall  be  taken  Th  from  the  *Shore 

into 
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into  a  Boat,  to  be  carried  a-board  any  Ship  6utward^ 
bound,  or  laden  out  of  any  Ship  arriving  fifom 
Foreign  parts,  without  a  Warrant  and  presence  o( 
an  Officer  of  the  Customs  ;  such  Boat  shall  be  for^ 
fcited,  and  the  Master,  or  any  Mariner  of  any  Ship 
inward-bound,  consenting  thereunto,  shall  forfeit 
the  value  of  the  Goods ;  and  in  case  any  person 
shall  assist  in  the  shipping-off,  or  carrying  away 
«ych  Goods,  such  person  being,  apprehended  by 
Warrant  of  any  Justice  of  Peace,  and  the  same 
being  proved  by  the  oath  of  two  Witnesses,  the  said 
Offender  for  such  first  offence,  shall,  by  such  Justice^ 
^e  committed  to  the  next  Gaol,  till  he  find  surety 
of  the  good  behaviour,  or  until  be  be  discharged  by 
the  Lord  Treasurer,  Chancellor,  Under  Treasurer, 
or  Barons  of  the  Exchequer ;  and  in  case  ho  shall 
s^fterwards  offend  in  the  like  kind^  he  shall  by  any 
Justice  of  Peace  be  committed  to  the  next  Gaol 
for  two  months,  or  until  be  pay  unto  the;  i^heri^  5h 
for  the  use  of  his  Majesty. 

By  the  said  Statute  13  and  )4  C.  II,  c.  Jl, 
as  explained  by  32  Geo.  III.  c.^  60,  if  any  Goods 
[prohibited  to  be  exported ;  or  lt<tf)le  to  any  duty 
or  return  of  premium  qr  bounty ;  or  to  anj 
allowance  for  waste  on  Expor^tipoj  or  ;b(;ing 
carried  coastwise;  or  warehoused  on  loipprtatior^^and 
afterwards  carried  coastwise  for  the  purpose  of  Ex-? 
portation  ;  qr  lid^le  to  Custorps  on  Ir^portation  or 
Exportation;]  shall  be  shipped  tp  be  carried  to  Sea 
from  any  one  P9Jt,  to  be  kpdcd  at  any  other  pjace 
pf  this  Realm,  without  a  sufferance  from  the  Cus- 
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toms,  all  sttch  Merchandize  shall  be  forfeited.  The 
Master  of  every  Vessel  that  shall  take  in  such  Qoods 
in  any  Port,  to  be  landed  in  some  other  Fort  o(  Eng^ 
land,  shall,  before  the  Ship  be  carried  out  of  Fort, 
take  out  a  Cocquet,  and  become  bound  tp  the  King 
with  security,  in  the  value  of  the  Goods,  for  delivery 
thereof,  in  some  Vort  within  England  ;  and  (dangers 
of  the  Seas  excepted,)  to  return  a  Certificate  within 
six  months,  that  such  Goods  were  there  landed 
accordingly* 

By  Statute  32  Geo.  IIL  c.  50,  §  5,  if  any  Goods 
brought  into  any  Port,  within  this  Kingdom,  from 
any  other  Port  within  the  same,  by  coast-qocquet, 
transire,  let-pass,  or  certificate,  shall  be  unshipped  to 
be  landed,  before  such  Cocquet,  &c,  be  delivered  to 
the  Customer  or  Collector  and  Comptroller  of  the 
place  of  arrival,  and  sufferance  given  from  mch  Cus- 
tomer, 2cc.  the  Master  or  Mariner  taking  charge 
of  such  Ship  consenting  thereto,  shall  forfeit  the 
value  of  the  Goods ;  and  if  any  Goods  of  Foreign 
Product,  Icoming  coastwise,  shall  be  landed  without 
the  presence,  of  an  Officer  of  the  Cuatcms,  such 
Goods,  or  the  value,  shall  be  forfeited.   . 

All  Goods  saved,  out  of  any.  Ship  forced  on  Shpre^ 
or  (trandcd,  not  being  wrecked  Goods,  (or  .fiotsam, 
jtisam,  or  htgattj)  ihall,  « after  .  salvage,  and  pther 
charges  p«d,  be  liable  to  the  Jike.  customs,,  draw* 
backs  and  alkmanoes,  as^  snob  Goods  would  be  liable 
to  in  case  they^  wpre  ccgu[arly  Imported. — Jb  Gto.  I. 
cap.  IJ,  \  13.    , ..  )  ..     .. 

By 
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By  Statute  27  Geo.  III.  cap.  IS,  4  ^ 3,  all  Goods, 
ficc.  imfoftid  into  Gr«^/  Bfiiam^  with  on  intent  to 
be  landed,  (except  Diamonds,  Jewels,  Pearls,  Pre^ 
cious-stones,  and   BuUion,  and  fresh  Fi^k,  Briiish 
taken,  and  imported  in  BrUish  butJtfihipB,^ownedt 
navigated,  and  registered  according  to  law  (  and 
also,  except  Turbot3  and  Lobsters,   however  taken 
or  imported ;)  whether  such  Gaod3>  &e.  Are  Jiabia 
to  Duty  or  not,  shall  be  regularly  entered  9Si  the 
Custom-house,  and  landed  in  the  presenpe  of  the 
proper  Officer,  wl)o  shall  examine  the  aajoe,  and 
nhall  not  deliver  them  oat  of  his  possession,  until  ha 
ehaU  have  taken  a  particubr  account  of  the  quantity 
and  species  of  such  Goods.*— And  by  Statute  3$ 
Geo.  III.  cap.  82,  if  any  such  Goods  %hMA  be  v^r 
shipped  or  lai^ded  without  the  presence  of  the  prefer 
O^er  of  the  Oistoms,  either  on  Sunday Sy  Holi^ 
dgys,  or  any  otker  days,  all  sudi  Goods  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  may  be  eei^  by  any  Custom-houtt 
Officer. 

By  12  Geo.  I.  cap.  28,  4  ^>  if  any, Goods  ot 
vbieh  Duties  ace  ptyaUe,  or  wbicii  ane  f»ohibiied 
to  be  exportedy  efasii  be  ahipp^  ifor  iPorfts  beyesd 
Sea  wiebovu  a  Warrant,  or  without  die  >presende  o£ 
an  Oj^cer  of  tbe  Cuatmne  eppolnted  fi»  liiat  pur«- 
pose^  all  aueb  Goods,  mxh^  yaiue  thereof^  •sbaH  iie 
forfditedrs  oae  aoiety  to  the  Oown,  ^he  other  to 
him  ibatahailsaflejGtr  aoefor  theeame. 

Ay  h  Gea  I..G9P*'  l&^  §^^.any4iersoiijinfty  expoit 
out  ot  any  Port  of  this  Kingdom,  in  Nv^iigb  thms 

•  is 
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ia  a  CtBtdmer  or  CoUcbtofi  all  such  Gcbdk  c>f  the  pro** 
diice  or  manufactbra  od  Gfgai  Briiam^  a»  may  be 
lawfiiUy  exported  without  paying  any  duty  {oihn- 
than  the  Goods  txct^ed  in  th  Tabh  of  Ratti  mf^ 
ward)  so  as  an  entry  bo  firat  awde  in  the  Costoni^ 
faoDse^  (espressii^  th<^  quantittiea  kmA.  (^alitiiss  of  thb 
Good9>  afad  8o  aa  the  same  be  shipped  by  cbe  proper 
Officer  %,  on  frilore  whembf  iht  Goods  to  be  liable  to 
Duty» 

By  04  Ge6w  III.  £tat.  %  eap.  4/,  ^  20,  the  Mas- 
tcrof  etcfy  Vessel,  arriWi)^  at  any  Port,  or  going  oot* 
ifrards  from  any  Port  in  thia  Kingdom,  in  ballast ^  shall, 
if  called  u{x)n  by  the  GoUector  or  GocnptnDtlei;,  or 
xyther  CMBoer  of  the  Customs,  make  a  true  Report  tif 
such  Vessd,  both  imprards  and  outwards^  and  answer, 
upon  oath,. to  sueh  questions  relative  <o  the  Voyag^c: 
and  Navigation  of ^noh  Vessel  as  duill  be  pot  to  hufi 
by  the  Officer  of  Cnstoms^  at  the  Bort  where  he  afaall 
arrive)  or  from  wbcQoe  be  shall  depart;  under  the  P&- 
fialty  of  forfeiting  lOOi^*  whfioh  oath  itbe  Colieotor^  or 
Offikxr  of  Customs^  is  to  administGr.  iRrovided  that 
no  Master  of  any  Vessel  tn  ballast,  «aling  Heport  u 
aiiove,  shaH,  in  respeot  thereof,  be  liable  to  the  Pay^ 
fnent  t»f  My  additional  f^s. 

fiylStat.  27  Geo*  UL  eap.  13,  ^  17,  J  a,  19,  tim 
Talne  of  Goods,  paying  a  Duty^  ad  vahr^  shall  be 
asc^takied  by  the  wriHen  Deolaraiion  c^lhe  Impoiw 
Mr  [or  £iQfx>r«er]  or  Proprietor,  or  bis  Agent  or  Pat>- 
toT;  which  Deotaraltot)  ahaU  be  written  on  the  Wmw 
rant  of  the  entry  of  tach  Gooddj  and  aball  be  sub* 

scribed 
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scribed  with  the  hand  of  the  Importer  {or  Exporter] 
or  Proprietor,  or  his  Agent  or  Factor,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  two  of  the  principal  Officers  of  Customs  at 
the  Port,  of  which  the  Collector  shall  be  one,  who 
shall  eertify  the  same  under  their  bands  ;  and  such 
Declaration,  so  made  and  signed,  shall  beof  thesmne 
force,  and  the  Importer  [or  Escporter}  or  Proprietor 
of  such  Goods  shall  be  in  every  respect  bound  by 
such  Declaration,  as  fully  as  if  the  value  had  been 
ascertained  by  oath  or  affintiation ;  and  i^  utx>n  view 
and  examination  of  such  Goods,  by  the  Officer,  of 
Customs,  it  shall  appear  to  him,  that  such  Goods  are 
not  valued  according  to  the  true  price  ihtreof,  then 
the  Officer  of  Customs  may  detain  such  Goods,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  conveyed  into  his  Majesty's 
Warehouse^  or  otherwise  secured^  and  take  such 
Goods  for  the  use  of  the  Crown ;  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs,  or  four  of  them,  are  to  direct 
the  Receiver  General  of  Customs^  to  pay,  out 
of  any  money  in  his  hands  arising  fiom  the  Cu8*> 
toms,  to  the  Importer  [or  Exporter]  or  Proprietor, 
the  value  thereof  so  ascertained^  together  wkh 
ten  pounds  per  centum  thereon,  and  also  the 
Duties  paid  on  such  Goods^  but  without  any 
further  allowance,  either  on  account  of  Freight, 
or  any  other  Charge  whatever;  which  payment 
shall  be  made  within  fifteen  days  after  the  Goods 
shall  have  been  taken,  in  case  the  value  of  the 
same  shall  exceed  20/.  and  without  delay,  if  the  value 
Of  the  Goods  shall  not  exceed  QQh 
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In  order  "  to  secure  the  payment  of  Duties  oa 
Goods  allowed  to  be  imported^  and  to  prevent  the 
clandestine  and  fraudulent  Importation  and  Expor- 
tation of  prohibited  Goods,  and  the  relanding  of 
Goods  shipped  for  Exportation,  entitled  either  to 
bounty  or  drawback  ;"  it  is  enacted,  by  Statute 
lQ  Geo.  III.  cap.  40.  (usuiilly  called  The  Manifest 
Act)  that  no  Goods  shall  be  imported  in  Vessels  be- 
longing to  British  Subjects,  unless  the  Master  has 
on  board  a  Manifest  signed  by  himself,  containing 
the  names  of  all  the  Ports,  at  which  any  of  the  Goods 
on  board  have  been  laden,  the  Name,  Built,  and 
Tonnage  of  the  Ship,  the  Master's  Name,  and  the 
Pbrt  to  which  the  Ship  belongs  ;  with  a  true  account 
of  all  the  Cargo,  whether  packed  or  stowed  loose,  and 
the  exact  number  and  marks  of  every  Packagc^^ 
Trunk,  Cask^  &c.  in  which  the  Cargo  is  contained* 

§  1. 

Like  Provisions  are  made  as  to  Ships  laden  with 
Wiiie.-  §  !^. 

Before  clearing  out  from  any  Foreign  Port,  the 
Master  must  deliver  his  Manifest  td  the  Collector  or 
chief  Officer  of  the  Customs,  or  the  principal  Magi- 
strate, *  or  some  person  deputed  for  the  purpose  at 
such  Foreign  Port :  Such  Collector,  &c.  is  to  indor^ 
his  name  on  the  Manifest,  with  the  date  when  it  was 
produced  to  him,  and  return  it  so  indorsed  to  the 
Master ;  and  having  made  a  duplicate  of  the  Mani- 
fest, he  is  to  transmit  that  to  the  Collector  of  the 

Customs, 
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Customs,  at  the  Port  to  which  the  Goods  are  con- 
signed. §  3. 

If  any  Goods  or  Wine  are  imported  without  sueh 
Manifest,  or  are  not  mentioned  in  it,  the  Master^  &c. 
(fihall  forfeit  double  tlie  value  of  the  Goods,  besidea 
the  duty.  |  5, 

»  Every  Master,  &c.  must  produce  such  Manifest 
to  the  first  Custom-house  Officer,  who  shall  come  on 
board  his  Ship,  on  his  arrival  within  four  Leagues  of 
the  Ceast,  and  give  a  copy  to  the  Officer,  who  shall 
certify  thd  production  on  the  back  of  the  original 
Manifest,  aud  transmit  bis  copy  to  the  Collector  at 
the  Fort,  to  which  the  Goods  are  consigned.  The 
Master  shall  also  in  like  manner  produce  the  Mani- 
fest, and  give  a  copy  thereof  to  the  first  Officer  who 
shall  come  on  board  within  the  limits  of  the  Port, 
who  shall  certify  and  act  in  the  sanrie  manner  as  the 
former  Officer: — If  all  the  Goods  are  not  delivered 
at  one  Port,  the  Collector  may  certify  on  the  original 
Manifest  what  have  been  delivered  there,  and  return 
the  Manifest  to  the  Master  ;  and  the  Manifest  is  to 
be  delivered  up  by  the  Master  to  the  Collector  at  the 
last  Port  of  Discharge.  §  6. 

A  Penalty  of  iQOl.  is  imposed  on  the  Master  or 
Officer  neglecting  their  duty.  ^  7. 

Bulk  must  not  be  broken,  nor  any  part  of  tbe 
Cargo  be  unladen  or  unshipped  till  the  Vessel  comes 
to  her  proper  place  of  discharge  in  tbe  Port^  and  is 
authorised  to  unlade  by  tbe  proper  Officer  of  the 

Customs 
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Customs  at  the  Port^  on  Penalty  of  200/.  on  thci. 
Master  and  the  Mate^  except  in  case  of  inevitable  ne- 
cessity; qf  which  notice  must  be  given  to  the  Custom-^ 
house.  §8.  „L, 

,The  first  Custom-  house  Officer  who  goes  on  boards 
is  to  mark  and  seal  all  such  Packages/ &c.  of  Goods, 
as  ore  not  stowed  in  the  main  hold  (or  the  chains  or 
other  part  of  the  outside  of  the  Ship) ;  and  such  Goods, 
can  be  landed  only  by  special  leave  from  the  Com* 
missionerSy.  and  opened  by  an  order  from  the. proper: 
landing  Waiters,  and  in  presence  of  a  superior  Offi- 
cer of  the  Customs.  §  Q. 

Altering  such  Marks  or  Seals  subjects  the  Captain^ 
iW^  Mate  to  Penalties  of  200/.  §  10. 

Within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  Ship!s  arrival 

at  her  Moorings,  the  Master  must  make  oath  before 

the  Collector,  &c.  ofthe  Ship^s  built  and  burthen,  and 

'  the  contents  of  her  lading,  and  deliver  the  Manifest 

to  the  Collector,  on  Penalty  of  200/.  §  1 1. 

Every  Importer  or  Consignee  of  Goods  must  with- 
in twenty  .days  after  the  Master's  Report,  enter  his 
Goods  at  the  Custom-house,  and  pay  the  Duties ;  or 
on  failure,  the  Custom-house  Officers  may  convey 
the  same  to  the  King's  Warehouses^  for  securing  the 
Duties;  and  if  they  are  not  paid  within  three 
months,  the  Goods  are  to  be  sold  by  the  Officers : 
(Except  in  cases  of  Goods  allowed  to  be  entered  and 
warehoused  on  Bond.)  §  14. 

No  Custom-house  Officer  is  Co  permit  any  Vessel 
tp  clear  out  until  the  Master  has  given  bond  not  to 

D  P  reland 
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inland  any  Goods  fraudulently,  and  not  to  oppose  the 
Officers,  in  the  execution  of  their  Duty.  §  15. 

.Masters  of  outward-bound  Ships  are  to  deliver 
their  cocquets  to  all  Custom-house  Officers  on  de- 
mand for  their  inspection,  on  Penalty  of  IbO/.  gnd 
if  the  Otecer  finds  any  Goods  on  boards  not  cotre- 
spbnding  with  the  cocquets  he  toay  seize  such  Good^ 

§  17. 
No  Goods  entitled  to  drawback  are  to  be  tent  on 

board  for  Exportation,  except  by  Reventie  Officers 

or  persons  licensed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Customs,  for  the  actual  delivery  of  the  Goods  tdi  the 

Officers  on  board.  §  20, 21- 

Masters  of  Vessels  homeward  or  outward-bound 
are  under  Penalty  of  lOO/.  to  bring  to  at  the  usual 
places,  to  itceive  Revenue  Officers  on  board,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  Cargo ;  and  to  rdieve  and 
land  Officers.  §  22. 

Revenue  Officers  duly  authorised  to  examine  Ships 
and  Cargoes,  arc  to  have  access  to  every  part  of  the 
Ship ;  and  if  the  Keys  of  Chests,  &c.  are  not  deli- 
vei-ed  to  them,  or  the  places  where  the  Goo<b  are 
stowed  are  not  opened^  the  Officers  (if  of  a  degre^ft 
superior  toTidesmeri  or  Watermen)  may  openthftih : 
Tidesmen  and  Watermen  are  in  such  cases  to  send 
fbr  their  superior  Officers'  to  examine  the  Goods* 

M3-      '  .    ' 
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tt.  Ws  al^  next  to  consider  the  privileges,  datiesy 
and  protections,  imposed  or  conferred  by  the  L^s« 
lature  on  Revenue  Officers :  Of  these  the  indst  iriatii* 
rial  to  be  generally  known,  may  be  classed  under  tb# 
following  Heads : 

1st.  Such  provisions  of  Statute  Law  as  secure  ttie 
purity  of  Revenue  Officers. 

2d.  Such  as  direct  specific  duties  to  be  performed 
by  them  in  seiarching  Ships,  seizing  Goods, &c.  (See 
also  the  directions  of  the  Manifest  Act^  in  the  pages 
immediately  preceding.) 

3d.  Such  as  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  persons 
dgainst  assaults^  and  obstructions  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty. 

Under  the  first  head  the  foUou^ing  Statutes  demvt 
f  articular  attention* 

By  Statute  13  and  14  Chaifles  IL  cap;  l!4  5  1S> 
No  Ship  orGkxxls  shall  be  setced  as  forfeited  for  un-* 
lawful  Importation  or  Exportation^  or  (6t  n0n«.p6y- 
ment  of  Customs,  but  by  the  persons  appointed  to 
manage  the  Customs,  or  by  Offic^3  of  Customs,  or 
persons  deputed  by  Warrant  from  the  Lord  Trea« 
rarer  or  Under  Treasurer,  or  by  Commission  from  bis 
Majesty,  under  the  Great  or  PriYy  Seal ;  and  if  any 
sd2Ufe  riiall  be  made  by  any  other  person  for  th<^ 
causes  aforesaid,  such  seizures  shall  be  void» 

By  Statutes  13  and  14  Charles  il.  cap.  1 1 1  4  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  cap.  5 ;  6  William  and  Mary,  cap.  1 1 
and  9  Ann.  cap.l21.  The  Commissioners,  Patent  Offi-» 
ce»|  md  all  Oerls,  Servants,  &c.  employed  in  the 

D  D  2  Customsi 
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CSu$totn$^  shall  take  thdr  oath  for  the  true  and  faith* 
ful  execution  of  their  several  Trusts  and  Employ* 
ments ;  and  that  they  iviU  take  no  reward  or  gra^ 
tuify  hut  their  respective  salaries,  and  what  shall  be 
allowed  them  hy  the   Crown,  or  the  regular  Fees 
established  by  Law,  for  any.  service,  to  be  done  in  the 
execution  of  their  employments,  and  the  Commis* 
i^oners  and  principal  Officers  in  the.  Port  of  London, 
and  the  principal  Officers  in  the  outports,or  any  two  of 
tliem,  are  authorised  to  administer  such  oath,  and  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  registered  in  the  Custom-house. 
By  6  and  7  William  III.  cap.  7.  §  14,  Any  Officer 
of  the  "Customs  duly  employed  in  the  execution  of 
his  Office,  on  any  extraordinary  service  not  required 
by  Law,  is  authprised  to  receive  such  recompence 
froip  tbo  perspn  desiring  his  attendance,  as  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Customs  in  the  Port  o(  London,  and 
the  CpHectoFj  Customer,  and  Con^ptroUer,  in  the 
Outports,  Or  any  two  of  them  (by. whom  the  sufier- 
anqe  ip  graiited)  shall  determine* 

By  Stat^ite  13  and  .14.  Charles  II.  cap.  11.  ^  19^ 
If  any  of  the  .King's  Officer^,,  or  other  persons  de- 
puted and  employed  about  the  Customs^  shall,  take 
ahy^  bribe,  or  connive  at  any  false  entry,  whereby  the 
King  shall  be  defrauded  of  bis  Customs,  qr  Goods 
prohibited  to  be  imported  or  exportied  be  soffered  to 
pass,  the  persons  offisnding  shall  forfeit  lOQ/.  .and  he 
incapable  of  any  Offi^  under  the  King;,  afid  the 
person  who  shall  give  such  bribe  sMl  forfeit ,50/.  . 

By  Stat.  9  Geo.  II.  cap.  35.  §'24y  Ifany  per- 

son  shall  offer  any  bribe  to  any  Officer  iof  tbft  Own 

)  toms 
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1.  •  -     -  . 

toms  or  Excise,  to  do  any  act  whfereby  hi«  Majesty' 
might  be  defrauded  in  his  said  Revenues,  every  per*^ 


i: 


son  shall  forfeit 'for  such  Offence,  50/. 

By  a  more  modem  Statute,  which  appears  to  have' 
been  passed  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the  rbot^of 
the6inl,'it  is  enacted,  That  if  any  Officer  of  tihe* 
Navy,  Customs,  or  Excise,  shall  make  org  cbUusive 
seizure^  or  shall  deliver  up,  or  shall  make  any  agree- 
ment to  deliver  up,  or  not  to  seize  any  Vessel;  or  any 
Goods  liable  to  forfeiture,  by  this  or  any  other  act/ 

•  •  •   • 

or  shall  direeity  of  hidirectly  take  any  bribe  or  reward 
fbrthe  neglect  or  non*performance  of  his  duty,  such 
CWScer  shall  forfeit  Fhe  Hundred  Poimds^  and  be  ren- 
dered incapable  of  serving  hb  Majesty  in  any  OfJPicc/ 
civil  or  military  ;  and  if  any  person  whatsoever  shall 
give,  offer,  or  promise  to  give,  any  bribe  or  reward 
to,  or  make  any  collusive  agreement  with,  any 'Officer 
of  the  Navy,  Customs,  or  Eitcise,  to  do,  conceal,  or 
connive  at,  arty  act  whereby  any  of  the  provisions  of 
any  act  relative  to  Customs  or  Excise,  may  be  evaded 
oi^  broken,  «uch  person  shall-  (whether  the  offer  be 
accepted  br  |)erformed  or  not)  forfeit  Five  Hundred 
Pounds. — 24  Geo.  III.  Stat.  2.  caj^-  47. •§  S2J 

If  any  Officer  of  the  Custorfis  shall*  embezzle  any 
Groods  lodged  in  any  Warehouse -in  his  custody,  he 
shall  forfeit  doublethe'vafue^of  the  Goods  embezzled 
to  the  party  grieved  with  Cbsts.  8  Ann.  cap*'13.  §  27. 

On  tl^i&  part  of 'the  subject  it  is  pro{>eF  toadvert 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Finance  Cormrnf tee  {whos^^^- 

mirable 
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iDirable  suggestions  have  already  been  repeatedly 
idloded  to)  ^^  that  if  fixed  and  net  salaries  could  ba 
given  to  each  Officer,  proportionate  to  biff  services, 
the  general  Arrangement  of  the  Busine^  of  the  Cas*- 
toms  would  be  much  improved ;  instead  of  leavings 
their  compensation  to  depend  upon  their  having  ad- 
ditional places,  or  employments  in  other  situadons, 
or  upon  th^ir  casual  receipt  of  Fees.'* 

Th)s  Comn)ittee  consider  the  ^holition  of  Fees  as 
a  mefisure^  for  many  reasons,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  Parliament^  The  independence  [and 
ponsequi^nt  pprity]  of  the  Revenue  Officers,  the  ret* 
lief  to  the  Trader,  and  the  security  of  the  Revenue  are 
all  (as  has  biee^  already  urged  in  the  course  of  thia 
Work)  involved  iq  this  Question.  The  Merchants  of 
London^  and  those  resident  at  several  of  the  Qutpcxts, 
i|irben  co|cisiilted  in  1791>  approved  of  this  measure'; 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners  of  Accounts 
and  the  Commissioners  oi  Custcxns>  ppncur  in  the 
propriety  of  the  Abolition*  Tbe  main  difficulty  in 
the  execution  of  the  Plan  is  the  providing  a  fund 
for  compensation  for  the  Fees  abolished  }  the  amount 
pf  which  in  1788,  (throughout  England)  was  nearly 
134,000/.  pf  which  the  Fees  of  the  Outdoor  pffiqem 
were  about  45fiOQL 

In  the  Port  of  LondpU'  alone^  the  amount  pf  Fee» 
\n  ^734  and  1788^  was  64,000/.  and  ppwards;  ii). 
1794  about  67>000/.  in  .:|7959  66^400/.  and  in  1796s 
fJparly  79,800/,— Of  these  j^e  fees  to  the  Outdoofi 

Officers 


OBoGrswtn  in  179^1  about  20^850/.  iol  705,21, 63#i. 
andin  1796,  25,39lA 

The  Committee  appear  particularly  to  recommend 
the  Abolition  of  the  Fees  to  Outdoor  Officers ;  and 
for  this  purpose  state,  that  an  adequate  provision 
loight  be  conveniently  apd  fairly  obtained  by  fi 
small  Duty,  on  the  principal  articles  of  Imports,  ap«> 
portioning  the  duty  according  to  the  share^  which  the 
Trade  of  each  Country  contributes  to  the  whole 
Trade  of  Great  Britain.* 

Of  the  Statutes  giving  specific  directions  as  tf 
Seizures^  &c.  by  Revemie-Officers,  tie  falhwing  Sicn^ 
to  require  special  notice. 

By  the  Stat  6Gea  L  c.  21 .  ^39.  it  is  enacted^  Th^ 
if  prohibited  or  customableQoods  shall  he  found  byaoj 
Officer  of  the  Customs,  in  th^  custody  of  any  persons 
being  in  a  Hoy,  Lighter,  Barge,  Boat  or  Wherry,  09 
the  water,  or  coming  directly  from  the  water-si4c,w^thr 
out  the  presence  of  an  Officer;  or jf  such  Goods,  upoiy 
the  informaticxi  of  one  credible  person^  bp  found  in  any 
House  or  Place,  on  a  search  made  according  to  th^ 
directions  of  13  and  14  Car.  IL  c.  ll«  (see  Divisipa 
I.  at$te  page  390)  such  Officer  may  put  the  aai4 
Goods  into  the  King's  Warehouse,  till  the  Claimera 
make  proof  to  the  satis&ction  of  the  Commissicoeiy 
of  the  Customs,  that  the  Duties  have  been  paid  or  m?- 
cured  for  the  customable  Goods,  or  that  the  same 
had  been  bought  in  a  lawful  way,  or  that  the  (joods 
bad  been  compounded  for,  or  condemned  in  the  £xr 

^  See  tbe  Fonrth  Rcportof the  CauDittep,  pp*  34f  if* 

chequer^ 
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chequer;  or  been  delivered  by  Writ  of  that  Court, 
and  that  the  prohibited  Goods  had  been  compounded 

fdr/condemned  or  delivered;  in  which  case  such^oods 

•  •  •      • 

shair  be  delivered  without  charge. 
'  By  §  43  of  the  same  Act,  If  any  Officer  of  the 
Customs  be  desirous  to  seize  and  prosecute  the 
tjroods,  notwithstanding  any  directions  of  tlic  Com- 
missioners for  delivery  of  the  Goods,  such  Officer  may 
seize  and  prosecute  the  same ;  in  which  case  the 
Officer  so  prosecuting,  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  by 
the 'Owner,  for  recovery  of  the  same,  or  the  value 
thereof  with  costs  ;  or  if  the  Commissioners  shall 
not  order  the  delivery  of  the  Goods,  the  Owner  may 
Sae^for  the  recovery  thereof^  wrth  costs  and  damages 
In  any  Court  of  Record  at  Westminster. 

•  By  Stat.  12  Geo.  I.  c.  28.  §  17,  Any  Searcher,  or 
other  proper  Officerof  the  Customs,  after  the  entry 
of  Goods  whereon  there  is  a  draivlack  or  premium, 
or  of  Goods  prohibited  to  be  used  here,  or  Pepper, 
way  open  and  'examine  any  Bail  or  Package ;  and 
if  the  Goods  shall  be  found  to  be  right  entered,  the 
"Searcher  shall,  at*  his  own  charge,  caitse  them  to  be 
Repacked  (which  charge  shall  be'allc(wed  by  tlie  Com- 
mis5ion6rs,  if  they  think  it  reasonable ;)  but  if  the 
"Ofiicer  shall  find  such  Goods  to  be  l(iss  inf  quantity  or 
value  than  is  Expressed  ^  in '  the  Exporter's  endorse- 
'irient  ort  His  entfy,  or  entered  undef  a  wrong  denoi 
SofiiilafionV  whereby  his  Majesty  would  have  been  dcr 
"frauded,*all  such  Goods  may  be  seized,  and  shall  be 
forfeited,  aii4  ^  Owner  shall  lose  the  benefit  bf  the 

•  'I  drawbacl^ 


drawback  for  such  Goods^  and  the  vakie  df  the 
Goods*  ::  '. 

By  Statute- 0  Geo-  H.  c.  35.  §  29,  It  sbal}  bekw- 
fill  for  any  Officer  of  the  Customs  or  Eiccise  (prddiio* 
tng  his  Warrant  or  Deputation,  if  required)  to  gD  oft 
iboard'any  Qvsj/iVi^  Skip,  'within  the  limits  of 'the 
PortSj  and  to  rummage  such  Ships  for- prohibited  •and 
.  uncustomed  Goods,  and  to  stay  on  board  during  the 
time  the  same  shall  continue ,  within  the  limits 
.of  such  Port;  and  if  any  person  shall  hinder  any 
Officers  of  the  Customs  or  Excise^  in  going  or  re* 
main! ng  on  board  such  Coasting  Ship,  or  in  the 
searching  thereof,  such  person  shall  forfeit  lOOl. 

By  Statute  !24  Geo.  IH.  Statute  2.  c.  47.  %  M; 
Where  the  Master  of  any  Vessel  shall  report  any 
'Bales  or  Packages  of  any  Goods,  contents  unknown] 
for  Exportation,  any  Custom-Hbuse  OlEcer  is  au- 
thoris'ed  to  open  such  Bales  and  Packages,  on  board 
such  Vessels  so  reported,  and  exanriine  tlie  corrtents 
thereof,  or  to  bring  them  on  shore  to  his  Majesty*s 
Warehouse,  at  the  Custom- House,  for  the  Port 
where  such  report  is  made,  if  necessary,  and  such 
Officer  shall  be  indemnified,  and  not  liable  to  any 
action  for  so  doing  z  and  in  case  it  shall  *appeaf  on 
sirch  examination,  that  such'^les  or  Packages  shall 
*  contain  any  Goods  prohibited  to  be  imported,  or 
liable  to  forfeiture  upon  being  imported  into  this 
Kingdom,  by  any  Law  then' in  force,  all  such  Goods, 
and  the  Package  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited;  and  in 
case  such  Gootts  shall  not  be  prohibited,  such  Goods 
'  shall 
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shall  be  ob«rgeable  with  tb«  Dotic»  due  thereon,  and 
shall  not  be  pennitted  to  be  exported  or  delivered  for 
that  parpote  before  th^^  Duties  are  paid,  without  the 
leave  of  the  Commissioners  of  CustomSi  or  three  of 
ihem  ;  and  all  Goods  found  on  bo^rd  any  Vessel, 
of  which  no  report  hath  been  made  by.  the  Master, 
ahall  be  forfeited. 

Several  Statutes  have  been  passed  for  the  security  of 
the  persons  of  the  Revenue  Officers^  in  the  execution  of 
the  important  and  unpleasant  duty  which  they  are  called 
upon  to  perform: 

By  Statute  9  Geo.  II.c.  35.  §  28,  If  any  Officer 
of  the  Custom?  or  Excise,  being  on  board  any  Vessel 
within  the  limits  of  ^ny  Fort,  be  forcibly  hindered  or 
beaten  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  every  person  so 
forcibly  hindering  or  beating  the  said  Officers,  and  all 
such  as  shall  act  in  their  assistance,  shall,  by  order  gf 
the  Court,  before  whom  such  OHenders  shall  be  con- 
Yicted,  be  transported  for  such  term  as  such  Court 
shall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  seven  years ;  .and  if 
such  Offenders  shall  return  iiito  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland^  before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  they  shall 
suffer  as  Felons,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

By  ig  Geo.  II.  c.  34,  $  1,  continued  by  various 
Acts,  If  any  person  shall  maim,  or  dangerously  wound 
any  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  in  his  attempting  to  go 
on  board  o^  Kissel  within  the  limits  of  any  Port,  or 
shoot  at,  maim,  or  dangerously  wound  him  when  on 
board,  9nd  in  %h^  execution  of  his  o$c^  every  per- 
son 
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ton  80  c^Smdtng  being  coiivk^ed^  shall  be  adjudgeii 
guilty  of  fdooy^  ^nd  shall  suffer  death* 

By  §  il  of  the  Statute  24  Gea  IIL.  Statute  2.  c^ 
47,  If  any  person  upon  the  share^  or  on  board  any 
Ship,  Vessel  or  Boat^  shall. oidliciously  skooi  at  any 
Skip  J  Pessel^  or  Boaty  bdonging  to  the  Navy,  or  ift 
the  service  of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  within  the 
fimits  of  any  Port  of  Great  Britain^  [or  wuhia  four 
leagues  from  any  part  of  the  Coast  thereof;}  or  if  any 
person  being  on  shore,  or  on  board  any  Ship,  shall 
maliciously  dioot  at,  maim,  or  dangerously  wound 
any  Officer  of  the  Navy,  or  of  the  Customs  oc  £x* 
dse,  whither  attempting  to  go  m  hard,  or  keh^^on 
hoardy  or  returning  from  on  hoard  artf  Shtp^  &e*  ot 
otherwise  acting  in  the  execution  of  his  .duty  on 
shore,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  Pot't  of  Greiat  Bri^ 
Sam,  [or  within  four  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  .Coast 
thereof;]  or  shall  maliciously  shoot  at,  maim,  ot 
wound  any  person  dding  such  Officer,  every  person 
so  oflSaiding,  and  every  person  aiding  therein  shall 
be  guilty  of  Febny  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

By  19  Geo.  III.  cap.  48.  %  10,  kc.  If  any  per-* 
son  whatsoever  shall  assault,  reast,  oppose,  molest, 
obstruct,  or  hinder,  any  Officer  of  Customs  or  Exciso 
in  seizing  or  securing  any  Coffee,  Tea,  Cocoa'Nuts, 
Chocolate,  Foreign  Brandy,  or  other  Foreign  Spirituous 
liquors,  or  any  other  Goods  whatsoever,  liable  to  h% 
seized,  or  shall  by  force  or  violence  rescue,  or  cause 
to  be  rescued,  any  of  ihe  said  Goods,  after  they  are 
leized^  or  shall  attempt  to  do  so;  or,  after  such 

seizure^ 
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^zdre^  shall  cut^  sUvt^^stoiky  or.  otherwise  destroy, 
or  damage  any' Casks,.  Vessels,  Boxes,  or:Backage^ 
wherein,  cbe^  same  shall  be*cotitained  ;  it  ^ili  be  law- 
ful for  the  Officer^  and  for  all  persons  ac^in^inlheir 
aid^  tb  slop  and  detain 'the  person  so  oflending,  and 
€torry  him  before  one  Justice ;  a^d  the  Justice  shall,, 
if  he  see  cause,  comtnit:  the  person  brought,  before 
hinii  to  the  next  .Coaniy  Gadl^  until  the  next  general 
Quarter  Sessions,'  by  whom*  *  he  may  be  .cominitted  to 
the!  House  of  Correction^  :for. not .  more  than  three 
years,  nor  less  tfaan^one  ;,:ot:.be  sent- to.soeVe  in  the 
A*my-x)f  iNaVy^^  •:  :  •  '.'o  ,  .•;."; .  ,.].  . .  -;  1.  )  ;, . 
:'  B^  Statute  34  Geo;  III;j  €to|p;^50.  4^\5y  If -any 
©ffittfer  or  Officers  of  h  is  Ml^e^ty>^NaVJ'>  or  i  h  ihe 
ws^t&^bf  th^  Customs  oi^Exciaey  beipg'  on  shore,  oe 
goin^'xin  ^btoard,  or  being  on. iboiirdv  or  returning 
ftom^^bdard  any  Siiip,  Boat ^r  Vessel  within  the 
limits  of  any  of  the  Ports  oftMs.  Kingdom,  ^  witbih 
fbUT'kagues)  from  the  Coast8>  thereof  '{pf  within  the 
limits  ( *prescribed  against  Vessds  ihoveringtoa  tho  I 

Coasts]  .shall  be  hindereid,  opposed/ obstruoted  or  as*« 
sauked,  in  the  execution,  of  .their  .office  dt  duty,  Ay 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever^  either  .in^  the.  day, 
thue  xiir  night ;  or  if  any  persdn.  or.  persona  acting  mthck 
aid  or  assistance*^,  of  such  ^^^r^^i  shall  :bc»  so  obstruct 
tedy  or  assaulted^  every  oflFender,  and  also  etxeryper^ 
son  aiding  Mftd  assisting  in  such  obstruction  or  .assault^ 
may  be  carried  before,  a  Justice  of  Peace,  residiog 
near  the  place  where  such  o&nceshalLbe  .commits 
ted^  and  the.  Justice  4may;cammit  such.  Offenders,  to. 
..    ;  3  tho 
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the  next  County  Gaol,  there  to  remain,  tmtil  the 
[next]  Court. of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Gceat*session^ 
or  Gaol  delivery,  or  until  the  Offender  shall  be^.de- 
livereld  by  due  course  of  law  ;  and,  in  case  an  indict-? 
ment  shall  be  found  against  such  Offenders,  or  any 
of  them,  they  shall  plead  thereto,  without  having 
time  to  traverse  the  same,  as  is  usual  in  cases  of  Mts-^ 
demeanors,  and  being  duly  convicted  thereof^  shall; 
by  order  ;of  the  Court,  be  sentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  River  Thames,  or  any  other  navigable  River  in 
Engkmdy  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  as 
under  19  Geo.  III.  c.  TA.  in  cases  of  Grand  Larceny ; 
or  the  Court  may  order  such  Offender  to  be'commit- 
ted  to  the  Coiihmj3n  Gaol,  or  House  of  Coi'rectioh,  for 
any  term.'  not  exceeding  three  years.  >  .  '  ^ 
,  By  §  35  df  the  Statute  Q  Geo.  II.  c.  35,  If  any  per  .- 
9on  passing  with  prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods; 
^nd  armediwith  defensive,  weapons,  shall  hinder  any 
Pificer  t)f  the  Qostoms  or  Excise^  who,  in  the  execu^ 
(ion !6f}iik^.duty>  shall  offer  to  search  or) seize  any 
prohibited  or  uncustomed  Goods  from  my  person 
passing  with  such  Goods;  and  arthed.  as  .ifdreiaid^  by 
bating  the  Officers  or  bth^r  persons  aci^g  in  .'their 
assistance ';-**-it  sball.be  lawf^  foralL Officers  of  his 
Majesty's  Cttstoms  or(£xctse>  and  all  persons  by  them 
called  to  thibir  assistance,  who  are  so  resisted,  io 
oppose  force  idfafot^  and  by  the  sarhe  methods  that 
am.vioiem|y  tidid'agai(ist.tiijetii^and^by  wliich  their 
ii ves  are  endangered,,  to  clefend  tbeaiselve&  and  exe* 
cSute  the  dully  of!  tbe^r  office  :>  and  ifi  ^ny  person  sm 
,  .    )    *.  /  resisting. 


4U  TIBATISE  OtH 

resisting  the  Officers  shall  be  wounded  or  litled,  mA 
the  Officers  and  their  Assistants  shall  be  prosecuted^ 
such  Officers  and  persons  acting  in  their  assistance 
may  plead  the  general  issue;  and  all  Justices  of  Peacc^ 
before  whom  such  Officers  and  other  persons  acting 
in  their  assistance,  m^ry  be  biDUgfat,  on  account  of 
such  wounding  or  killing,  are  required  to  admit  such 
persons  to  bail. 

3y  §  6  of  the  Statute^  l6  Geo.  il.  eap.  34,  If 
any  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  or  other  person  emplo}'ed 
in  seizing  or  securing  any  ffaol  or  ^ther  Goods  for* 
feited,  (either  as  being  prohibited  or  uncustomed,  or 
for  the  duties  not  having  been  pdid  or  secured,  or 
fisrfeitable  by  any  Law  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of 
Wool  or  other  Groods)  or  in  endeavouring  to  appre- 
hend any  Offender,  shall  be  beaten,  woutided,  maimed, 
or  killed,  or  the  Goods  seized  shall  be  rescued  by 
persons  armed  as  aforesaid,  the  inhabitants  of  every 
Hundred,where  such  &cts  are  committed  in  England^ 
shall  make  satisfaction  for  the  damages^  and  shall  pay 
3  OQ/.  to  die  Executors  or  AdminisU^tors  of  «ach  per* 
aon  to  killed.  And  such  Officers  and  other«  persons, 
and  tbeir  Executon  and  Administrators,  may  sue  for 
and  ttaomt  tbeir  damages  (so  as  the  sum  to  be  re« 
covered  lor  any  beating,  wounding,  or  maiming  ex* 
Gced  Aot  40^  nor  fof  the  loss  of  the  Goods  200/.) 
agiinst  tbe  inhabitants  of  ihe  Hundred :  and  all  the 
iiihflbitanis  of  the  said  Hundred  shall  be  proportion- 
ably  ftssesRd  towards  the  payment  of  the  damages 
«d  coitB^  and  also  of  the  cxpences  in  defending  such 

a  Action ; 
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Action ;  which  AssesBment  shall  be  made  and  levied 
as  in  cases  of  Robberies. 

To  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious  Aotlons  against 
Revenue  Officert,  by  which  they  are  peculiarly  liable 
to  be  harassed^  it  is  enacted^  by  §  25  of  the  Stat.  28 
Geo.  III.  cap.  37  ;  that  no  Writ  shall  be  sued  out 
against  any  CNHcer  of  Customs  dr  Excis^e^  or  againu 
any  persori  dcting  by  their  ordW,  in  their  aid,  for  any 
thing  done  in  execution  of  their  <iutyj  until  otit  month 
after  notice  in  writing,  shall  have  been  delivemd  i» 
them,  or  left  at  their  abode,  by  the  Attorney  kt  cbe 
person  who  Intends  to  sue  out  such  Writ ;  in  which 
notice  shall  be  clearly  contained,  the  cause  of  action, 
the  name  and  abode  of  the  person  in  whose  naipe 
such  Action  is  to  be  brought,  and  the  name  and 
abode  of  the  Attorney  ;  on  which  the  Officer  may 
tender  amends,  &c.  as  in  the  case  of  Actions  against 
Justices  of  Peace. 


Thus  while  the  Author  has  had  occasion,  in  th»- 
course  of  this  Work,  to  deplore  the  injuries  sustained 
by  the  Revenue  and  the  Public,  from  the  loose  con- 
duct of  not  a  few  of  the  inferior  Officers  of  the  Cus- 
toms and  Excise,  he  has  felt  it  his  duty,  in  this  and 
the  succeeding  Chapter,  to  submit  to  the  Reader^ 
and  particularly  to  the  consideration  of  those  engaged 
in  Commercial  and  Nautical  Pursuits,  a  Summary 
View  of  what  is  inqumbent  9^  the  several  Parties  to 

perform ; 
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perform  : — ^The  powers  with  which  Revenue  Officeis 
are  invested  ;  and  the  danger  of  resisting  their  lawful 
authority.  In  the  foregoikig  detail  of  these  Duties 
and  Powers,  the  Functions  of  the. Civil  Magistrates^ 
to  whom  Appeals  are  to  be  made  wherever  Griev- 
ances, are  suffered^  is  a  strong  proof^  among  many, 
others^  of  the  utility  and  necessity  of  a  well-regulated 

« 

Biver  Police,  not  more  for  the  purpose  of  restraining 
and  preventing  the  Commission  of  Crimes^  than  fbr 
SQCuring  the  rights  of  Innocence,  and  protecting  up<^ 
right  Officers  in  the  lawful  discharge  of  their  duty, 


/      / 


*  4J 
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CHAP.    XV. 

I 

Further  Regulations  of  Penal  Police  on  the  River 
Thames  J  which  may  be  ertforced  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  London^  as  Magistrates  ;  and  hy 
other  Justices  of  Peace^  acting  for  the  Cities  and 
Counties  adjoining  the  River.  Respecting  Water- 
men plying  on  the  Thames ;  their  Apprentices^  Boats, 
&c.  Gravesend  Boats. — The  catching  and  selling 
Fish. — T^e  Importation  and  Sale  of  Coals.— 
Security  against  Accidents  from  Gun-Powder, 
F1RB9  &c.  on  the  River. — Rules  and  Peftalties 
under  the  Wet-Dock  Act. — The  Acts  respecting 

•  the  Navigation  of  the  Thames^  West  warp  of 
London, 

u-jL-j      ■■■■  ■  m 

jLn  addition  to  the  various  Regulations  already  de- 
tailed in  the  preceding  Chapters^  there  remain  to  be 
noticed  certain  subjects  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  Police  of  the  River  Thames  and  the  Port  of 
London  ;  and  which  depend  on  the  positive  enact«> 
ments  of  a  muUipKeky  of  Statutes^  giving  jurisdic- 
tion over  Ounces,  on  or  near  the  River,  to  Magis- 
trates in  thf^  adjoining  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surry, 
Kent,  and  Essex.  These,  therefore,  it  become^use- 
ful  and  important  to  bring  under  the  Review  of  tho 

E  E  Public, 
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Public^  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  may  be,  consistent 
with  explaining  the  grounds  and  reasons  on  which 
those  Laws  have  ori^nated,  and  the  Evils  which  they 
were  intended  to  remedy. 

_  _  • 

The  Laws  thus  to  be  <xmsidered  may  be  «rrenged 
under  the  following  heads  :— 

i.  The  Acts  relative  to  Watermen  on  the  River 

r  • 

Thames  :    Their  Apprentices :    Their   Boats : 
And  the  Gravesend  Boats. 

II.  The  Acts  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Mono- 
polies injurious  to  the  Public^  in  the  Importa- 
tion and  Sale  of  Fish. 

III.  The  Acts  Regulating  the  Importation  and  Sale 
of  Coals  ;  and  the  Conduct  of  Colliers  on  the 
River. 

IV.  Such  Acts  as  inflict  Penalties  and  Punish- 
ments on  carelessness  with  respect  to  Gun- 
Powder,  Fire,  &c. 

V.  The .  Provisions  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act  not 
noticed  in  any  of  the  former  Chapters;  as  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  improvement  of  the  Navi- 

i        gation,  and   the  security  of  the  Docks  and 
Works. 

VI.  The  Acts  rcspcdting  .the  Navigation  of  tito 

Thkmes  West  ward*  of  Londoi^exclusivfcly. 

•  •  • 

r 

An  account  of  such  Maritime  Regulations  and 
Offences,  as  rtspect  the  River  Thames  and  Port  of 

London;^ 


London^  in  common  wkh  the  other  Ports  df  Eng-- 
knd,  and  nautical  affairs  in  general^  shall  be  reserved 
for  a  subsi^qtient '  Chapter  ;  %vhich  will  be  found  im-' 
portent,  not  only  to  Merchants^  Ship-Owners^  aad 
Seafatlng  •pcrsond/  but  to*  all  ^bo  take  an  inta*est  it| 
tfce  Welfare  of  tbi^  Comihercial  Metropolis  j  and  \o 
wlioiii  a*;  general  arid  summary  view  of  the  P^nai 
Statutes  which  have  been  inade  fat  the  Security  of 
their  •  Pdfsdns  and  Property,  mnst  be  useful  for  tfad 
purpose  of  guarding  them  against  convictk>M  fHk 
Oflfenced^  of  which  rt  is  to  be  feared  that  few  are  aof* 
ficientty  aware* 

.  T^e  following  Preamble  to  thp ;  Statute  2  and  3 
|?b^*  and  Mary,  cap..  1^..  will  shew  the  state  of  the 
W^tern^en  oo  tjie  .River  Thames,  previous  to  the  ip* 
l§rfer6!)ce;  of  the  I^islature  on  the  subject. 

•*  Whereas  hcneiofore  for  lack  of  good  Govemi^ 
mcmt  dnd  due  Order  amongst  Wberrymen  and  Wa- 
termen esorcising,  using,  and  occupying  Rowing 
upon  the  River  of  Thames^  there  have  divers  and 
many^  misfortunes  and  mischances  happened  and 
ehanoed  cf  late  years  past,  to  a  great  number  of  the 
King  and  Queen's  aubjects,  as  well  to  the  nbbility  as 
to  other  the  common  people,  that  have  passed  ^nd 
repassed,  and  been  carried  by  water,  by  reason  of 
the  rude,  ignor^t^  and  unskilful  number  of  Waters 

E  B  2  men, 
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tnen^  \yhich  for  the  most  part  been  masterioss  men, 
and  single  men.qf  all  kinds  of  occupations  ahd  facul- 
ties, which  (lo  work  at  their  own  hands,  end  many 
boys  being  of  small  age,  and  of  little  skill,  and  being 
persons  out  of  the  rule  and  obedience  of  any  honest 
Master  and  Governor,  and  do  for  the  most  part  of 
their  time  use  Dyeing  and  Carding,  and  other  uih 
lawful  Gaines,  tp  the  grcjit  and  evil  example  of  other 
gu^h  like,  and  against  the  Commonwealth  of  this 
Realm  :  And  all  which  saikl  evil  and  ignorant  per- 
sons,, in  the  time  of  Pressing  by  Commission,  for  the 
service  of  the  King  and  Queen*s  most  Royal  Majesr 
tics,  upon  the  Sea,  for  that  they  have  no  known  place 
of  abiding,  do/pr  the  most  part  absent  and  convey 
themselves  into  the  Country  and  other  secret  places, 
practising  there  Robberies  and  Felonies,  and  other 

evil  and  detestable  facts,  to  tlie  great  annoyance  of 

_  t" 

Ihc  Commonwealth  :  And  so  after  the  said  Commis- 
sion of  Pressing  ended,  oft-times. the  said  evil'per- 
jdns  do  repair  again  to  their  foi*mer  trade  of  Rowing, 
colouring  their  ^vil  deed^ ;  and  also  divers  of  them 
being'  very  ignorant,  for  lack  of  convenient  time  of 
learning  and  exercise,  in  the  which  they  might  ob- 
tain sufficient  knowledge  of  their  occupation^ .  do 
often  times  presume  and  enterprize  to  receive  divers 
of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and 
Qnccn*8  Majesties  loving  subjects  into  their  Boats 
and  Wherries,  and  do  carry  and  convey  their  said 
8!ibjects  from  place  to  place  by  water,  upon  the  said 

River 
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River  of  Thames ;  whereby  divers*  persons'  have 
been  robbed,  and  spoiled  of  their  Goods,  and  also* 
drowned  s 

"  And  for  and  by  the  occasion  aforesaid,  be  daily 
put  in  fear  and  peril  of  their  lives,  the  which  is  very' 
lamentable,  and  not  to  be  permitted  or  stifFercd  in' 
any  Commonwealth  :  And  by  reason  also,  that  a 
great  namber,  and  the  most  part  of  the  Wherries 
and  Boats  now  occupied  and  used,  and  of  late  time- 
made  for  rowing  upon  the  said  River,  been  made  so- 
little  and  small  in   proportion,   and    so   strait  and* 
narrow  in  the  bottom,  var3nng  much  from  the  old 
substantial  sort  and  sure  making  of  Boats  and  Wher- 
ries, which  was  used  before  the  space  of  Twenty* 
Years  last  past,  insomuch  as  the  most  part  of  Boats 
and  Wherries  used  at  this  day,  been  so  shallow  and 
tickle,  that  thereby  great  peril  and  danger  of  drown- 
ing hath  many  times  ensued,  and  daily  is  like  to  en- 
sue, unless  some  speedy  remedy  be  herein  had  and 
provided."  ... 

For  the  reformation  or  these  Evils  k  is  tnacted. 
That  there  shaH  yearly  be  jfppointed  by  the' Lord 
Mayor  &nd  Court  of  Aldc^rmcn,'  ei^hf  ^icrsoAs  of  the 
most  wise,"  discfcit,  and  biest  sort 'or'Watermen, 
being'House'holders  and  emploj'ed '^s  Watermen,  to 
be  Overseers  and  Rulers  of  alt  the  Whefrprien  and' 
fVaternt'eh  on  the  River  Thames ^  betwecJn  Gfavi^seiid 
2XiA  Windsor,     . 

By  §  6  of  this  Act,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Alder- 

Hien,  and  Justices  of  Peace  in  tlie  Counties  next  ird- 

joining 
6 


joining  the  River,  ^itbjn  tb^ir  respQCtil^e  Jurisdic^* 
lions,  are  empowareid,  ^o$,  .only  to  hdar  and  deternftine 
all  Complaints,  or  Offences  against  the  Act*  when 
brought  before  thf  m  by  (he  aaid  Rulers  ;  but  also 
to  correot  and  restrain  the  proceedings  of  the  ^lilers^ 
themsehres,  in  oases  where  they  have  exceeded  their 
Jurisdiction. 

The  next  Statute  of  ]a)porfeance  passed  on  this 
subject  W8S  the  llth  and  12th  William  IIL  cap.  21* 
the  preamble  of  which  recites,  that  "Notwith- 
standing the  l^aws  that  had  been  theretofore  made 
for  good  Order,  Rule,  and  Goyernnnent,  amongst  the 
Watermen  and  Wberrymen,.  using  and  rowing  on 
the  said  River  of  Th($m^Sf  it  had  oftentimes  happened, 
that  divers  persons  passing  by  water  upon  the  said  \ 
Kiver,  had  been  put  in  danger  of  their  Lives  and 
Goods,  and  many  times  bad  perished  and  been 
drowned,  and  this  occasioned  by  the  un^lfuliiesa 
and  want  of  e^iperienoe  in  Wherry  men  and  Waters- 
men,  and  pe(son»  out  of  the  Rule  of  any  Master  or. 
Governor ;  ^^  th|it.the:Rulers  and  Overseers  of  the  ' 
Company  of  Watermen,  were  not  sufficiently  end*r 
powered  tQ  make  Rul^s^,  Orders,  an4  Constitutional 
for  the  Qovemment  of  Watermen  awl  Wherryraen, 
rowing  pn  thp^said  River,  with  Pain^  and  Penalties lo 
enforce  due  obedience  to  the  same,  and  easy  vec&^ry 
of  tb^  said  Penalties;  And  that  the  Lightermen,  n>w<r 
ing  on  the  said  River  of  Thames, were  grown  very  rtu* 
:  m.ciK)U9,  land  were,  at  that  time  without  Rule  and 

.  in 
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in  workSngbfljgbters/and  Other  large*Ci«ft^  1^}^ 
amiy'^ls  were  hinder^  iti  ibe  delivery  of  Ootki 
and  Mftvb  thereby  ffequentiy  stopped  in  the  procM4 
of  their  Voyages,  land  the  Goods  and  Lives  of  divefl 
of  his  Majesty's* subjects, were  likewise  fre^u^tly 
endangefed  and  lost;  and  nOtorioM*  Disorders  Weti 
occasioned.*'  •   .  •      •  • 

•  It  18,  therefore,  enacted.  That  all  Laws  then  ill 
force  respecting  Watertnen,  shall  be  put  m  execiititHi ; 
and  that  every  person  being  a  Lighterman  or  O^nek* 
of  any  lighter,  between  Oravesend  and  Pf^ndsor,  shaH 
be  of  the  Watermen's  Company ;  and  the  Wherry^ 
fBen,  Watermen,  and  Lightermen  are  declared  to  be 
one  Company. 

In  addition  to  the  Eight  Rulers  to  be  elected  by 
the  Couii  of  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  under  the 
2d  and  8d  Phil,  and  Mary,  three  Rulers  are  also  to 
i>e  chosen  out  of  twelve  persons  to  be  nominated  to 
that  Court  by  the  Lightermen.  The  Elections  are  to 
be  at  the  first  Court  of  Aldermen  after  June  1  st. 
annually;  and  the  Eleven  thus  chosen  aire  to  be 
called  the  Overseers  and  Rulers  of  all  the  IVherr^ffteh^ 
Watermen,  and  Lightermen,  on  the  Thames,  between 
Gravesend  and  Windsor  i  who  are  to  register  the 
Ltghtermen:  and  to  appoint  Assistants,  Auditors^ 
&c.  and  to  make  Bye-laws  for  regulating  the  aflaSfs 
of  the  Company,  to  be  approvad  of  by  the  Court  of 
Aldermen,  and  confirmed  by  6nte  of  the  two  Chief 
Justices;  with  reasonable  penalties  to  enforce  the  same. 
Powers  are  given  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 

2  -  Justices 
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Justices. of  Frace^  vrUhin  their  respective  Jurisdic* 
lioQS  to  hear  and  deteftniite  Oflfences  against  the  Act^ 
or  the  Bye^laws  so  allowed  to  be  made,  and  to  levy 
|lip.  penalties  imposed,  by  Distress  and  Sale» ' 

By  the  Stat*  4  Ann.  cap.  13.  which  alludes  to  a 
former  Act,  I.Jac.  I.  cap.  iQ*  as  to  Watqnnen^s  Ap^ 
fr entices y  and  recites  that  certain  Bye-laws  made  re^ 
fpecting  them  could  not  be  altered  without  the  con* 
sent  of  this  Company,  or  by  authority  of  Parliament, 
Power  is  given  to  the  Court  of  Lonl  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  lo  review  and  amend  the  said  Bye-laws 
(and  all  others)  of  the  Watermen*s  Company,  subject 
to  the  approbation  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  t^e  King*g 
Bench. 

The  Regulations  of  the  forqgoing  Laws  were  fur- 
ther enforced  by  the  Statute,  2  Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  the 
preamble  to  which  recites,  that  *^  Several  Laws  and 
Statutes  had  been  theretofore  made  for  the  better  re* 
gulating  and  governing  all  persons  free  of  the  Wa*- 
termen's  Company,  owning,  rowing,  or   working 
Bo^ts  or  other  Craft  upon  the  River  Thames^  between 
Cravesetid  in  the  County  of  Kent^  and  Windsor  in  the 
County  o{  Berks  \  but  that  the  said  Laws  had  by 
experience  been  found,  to  be  ineftectual  to  answer  the 
good  ends  and  purposes  thereof,  and  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary further  to  provide  against  the  mischiefs  which 
*  happened  by  intrusting  Apprentices  too  weak,  unable, 
« and  unskilful  in  the  work,  with  the  care  of  Goods, 
and  the  Lives  of  Passengers  on  the  said  River." 

By  §  3  of  this  Act,   reciting  the  dcikicncy   of 

Power, 


< 

Pbwtr^  in  case  no  distrefls  could  be  found  to  be  mada 
for  the  PenaltieSt  authority  is  given  to  the  Lord 
Mayor^  Aldermen,  and  Justices  of  Peace,  in  thdr 
several  Jurisdictions,  to  commit  Ofienders  to  the 
House  of  Q>nrection,  for  any  time  not.  exceeding  one 
month  nor  less  than  fourteen  days :  This  Jurisdictioni 
i&  alsa  confirmed  by  the  Act  10  George  II.  cap.  31. 
§  15. 

The  preamble  of  this  Statute,  10  Geo.  IL  cap.  31. 
recites  th^  Statutes,  (2  and  3  Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  1 6; 
ijac.  I.  cap.l6;  11. and  12  William  III.  cap.  21.  and 
4  Ann.  cap.  13.)  already  alluded  to;  in  consequence 
of  the  latter  of  which  Watermen,  Wherrymen,  and 
Lightermen  '*  were  at  liberty  to  take  what  number 
of  Apprentices,  and  at  what  age  they  thought  fit^ 
though  they  had  not  sufficient  Business  to  employ 
and  maintain  such  Apprentices,  nor  any  Habitation 
or  Place  of  Abode  to  retain  and  keep  them  at,  and 
though  such  Apprentices  were  too  weak^for  the 
work  or  labour  required  in  such  occupation,  whereby 
such  Apprentices  became  idle  and  profligate,  and 
many  and  great  damages  had  frequently  happened  to 
Goods  and  Passengers^  by  the  unskilfulness  of  such 
Apprentices;  and  the  good  intention  of  the  said  Act 
for  breeding  able  and  sufficient  Seamen  for  the  Royal 
Navy  was  eluded.*' 

By  §  I2x)f  the  samp  Statute^  it  is  stated,  <<  That 
many  inconveniences  and  casualties  had  frequently 
happened,  and  often  arose  to  the  endangering  of  the 
Lives  of  his  Majesty *s  Subjects^  passing  and  repassing 

by 
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Public^  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  may  be^  consistent 
with  explaining  the  grounds  and  reasons  on  which 
those  Laws  have  originated,  and  the  Evils  which  they 
were  intended  to  remedy. 

_  • 

The  Laws  thus  to  be  <xmsidered  may  be  «rranged 
under  the  following  heads  :— 

I.  The  Acts  retative  to  Watermen  on  the  River 
Thames  :  Their  Apprentices :  Their  Boats : 
And  the  Gravesend  Boats. 

II.  The  Acts  fcr  preventing  Frauds  and  Mono- 
polies injurious  to  the  Public^  in  the  Importa- 
tion and  Sale  of  Fish. 

III.  The  Acts  tidgulatifag  the  Importation  and  Sale 
of  Coals  ;  and  the  Conduct  of  Colliers  on  the 
River. 

IV.  Such  Acts  as  inflict  Penalties  and  Punish- 
ments on  carelessness  with  respect  to  Gun- 
Powder,  Fire,  &c. 

.  V.  The.  Provisions  of  the  Wet-Dock  Act  not 
noticed  in  any  of  t\tc  former  Chapters ;  as  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  improvement  of  the  Navi- 
gatidn,  and  the  security  of  the  Docks  and 
Works. 

VI.  The  Acts  respecting  .the  Navigation  of  tite 

Thames  Westward  of  Londoik  exclusively. 

.  •       •  • 

An  account  of  such  Maritime  Regulations  nnd 
Oftbncefi,  as  rtspcct  the  River  Thames  and  Port  of 

London;^ 


•  ■*•  -- 
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London^ '  in  common  with  the 
land,  and  nautical  affairs  in  gene 
for  Bsubsi^quent -Chapter  ;  "whic 
pormnt,  not  only  to  Merchants 
Seafating  pcrsond/  but  to*  all  ^h 
tfce  Wjplfare  cf  tbi^  Commercial 
Trht>iii  a /general  and  summar} 
Statutes  which  have  been  made  1 
their  •  Pdfsbns  land  Property,  mus 
purpo^^  of  guarding  iktm  agai 
Oflfenced^  of  which  rt  is  to  be  fear 
fJcieiirfy  aware* 

I.  RESPfiCtiKO  Wai 

»      ■  1     1  .    • 

Tbe  following  Preamble  to  th\ 
|?b^.  apd  Mary,  cap.  1^.  yvi\\  sh< 
Watern^en  on  tjie  .River  Thames, 
l^rfer^ce  of  the  I^gialaturc  on  tl 

^'  Whereas  heneiofore  for  lac} 
tMni  dud  due  Ordbr  amongst  Wl 
termen  eKorcising,.  using^  and  c 
upon  the  Riv^r  of  Thames^  ther 
many  miafortunes  and  niischanc 
ehanoed  cf  late  years  past,  to  a  gi 
King  and  Queen*a  J9ubject8,  as  we 
to  other  the  common  people,  th£ 
repassed,  and  been  carried  by  \v 
the  rude,  ignor^t^  and  unskilful : 

E  B   2 
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men,  which  for  the  most  part  been  masterfoss  men, 
and  single  men, of  all  kinds  of  occupations  and  facul- 
ties, which  do  work  at  their  own  hands,  and  many 
boys  being  of  sn)all  age,  and  of  little  skill,  and  being 
persons  out  of  the  rule  apd  obedience  of  any  honest 
Master  and  Governor,  and  do  for  the  most  part  of 
their  time  use  Dyeing  and  Carding,  and  other  Ut|- 
lawful  Gaitjies,  (p  the  gres^x  and  evil  example  of  other 
gu^h  like,  and  against  the  Commonwealth  of  this 
Realm  :  And  all  which  said  evil  and  ignorant  per- 
sons^ in  the  time  o(  Pressing  by  Commission,  for  the 
service  of  the  King  and  Queen's  most  Royal  Majes.- 
ties,  upon  the  Sea,  for  that  they  have  no  known  place 
of  abiding,  do  Jqr  the  most  part  absent  and  convey 

_  • 

themselves  into  the  Country  and  other  secret  places, 
practising  there  Robberies  and  Felonies,  and  other 
evil  and  detestable  facts,  to  tlie  great  annoyance  of 
Ihe  Commonwealth  :  And  so  after  the  said  Coramis- 
sion  of  Pressing  ended,  oft-times.the  said  evirper- 
^r\%  do  repair  again  to  their  foi*nnter  trade  of  Rowing, 
colouring  their  (*vil  deeds, ;  aiid  also  divers  of  them 
being-  very  ignorant,  for  lack  of  convenient  time  of 
learning  and  exercise,  in  the  which  they  might  ob- 
tain sufficient  knowledge  of  their  occupation^  do 
often  times  presume  and  enterprize  to  receive  divers 
of  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and 
Queen's  Majesties  loving  subjects  into  their  Boats 
and  Wherries,  and  do  carry  and  convey  their  said 
Bubjects  from  place  to  place  by  water,  upon  the  said 

River 
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■  This  Preamble  also  redttB  the  provisions  of  tiM 
teid  Act,  I J  and  13  William  III.  cap.  21.  far  ap«> 
pointing  Rulers  and  making  Bye-laws^  and  giving 
jurisdiction  dver  offences^  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  and  Justices,  a&  has  been  already  stated. 

It  then  proceeds  to  recite,  that  *'  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  Act,  1 1  and  12  William  III.  cap.  21*  certaiti 
Rules  and  Or^^irs  bad,  from  time  to  time,  been  made 
for  the  better  rule  and  government  of  the  Company, 
but  that  the  same  had  proved  inadequate  and  inefiec* 
t^ial ;  And  that  it  would  tend  to  the  more  speedy  and 
effectual  Administration  of  Justice,  and  be  of  great 
Public  utility  and  convenience,  if  so  much  oftbe  said 
Act,  2  and  3  Phil,  and  Mary,  cap.  l6.  as  subjeictd 
persons  taking  more  than  their  Fare,  to  the  fine  of 
Forty  Shillings^  and  also  to  half  a  yearns,  imprison- 
ment, should  be  repealed :  And  if  the  Court  of 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  were  authorised  and  im*« 
powered  to  m^ke  re^lsonable  Rules,  Orders,  and 
Constitutions,  for  governing  and  regulfifing  the 
"Watermen,  Wberrymen,  and  Lightermen,  upon  thfl 
River  Tbamei :  And  if  the  Lord  Mayor,  Recorder,  ot 
my  one  Alderttian,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Plsace> 
within  fbe  Sliircs  and  Places  fte^t  adjoimng  to  the 
said  River  Thames,  between  Gravesend  and  ffrndsor, 
ahould  respcetitely  have  full  |iower,  and  authority  to 
adjudge,  ascertain  and  fettle  -  th^  sdvera)  Peoaltiet,^ 
and  to  enforce  payment  of  the  same,  and  to  |iul  the 
Jiaws,  Statutes,  Rules, :  OrdeA  and  C^nstittttions, 
tfTHide,  «nd  to  be  made^  in  eJ^egufiott :  Aftd^Jciually 

to 
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to  puf^ish  Offences  an4  Misbehavioars  by  Water* 
men,  for  OlFences  against  the  several  Bye-laws  or 
Statutes."     . 

The  Penalties  imposed  by  the  Stat.  2  and  3  Phil, 
and  Mary,  cap.  l6.  on  Watermen  tajcing  more  thikn 
their  Fare,  are  accordingly  repealed:  The  Court  of 
Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  are  empowered  to  make 
Rules  and  Orders  for  the  goverumeot  of  Watermen, 
Wherrymcn,  and  lightermen,  between  Gravesend 
and  Windsor :  and  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the  Mayor, 
Kecorder,  or  any  one  Alderman  within  the  City,:  and 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  Counties  and  Places 
next  adjoining  to  the  River^  to  put  all  Laws,  Rulcs^ 
and  Orders,  made  by  the  said  Court  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  or  by  the  Rulers  of  the  Watermen's  Com- 
pany, and  a(>proved  pf  by  the  Court,  in  execution 
against  Watermen  and  others,  guilty  of  any  Offence 
against  such  Laws,  Rules,  and  Orders. 

^uch  Rules  may  be  enforced  by  Penalties  and  For- 
feitures, not  exceeding  3/.  for  any  Offence,  and  are  to 
"be  apprwed  of  by  one  of  the  Chief  Judges,  A  copy 
of  them  being  thirty  jdays  previously  sjcnttothe  Wa- 
terjneji's  Cpippany,  who  may  submit.  objicctionS'  to 
the  Judges.  Within  thirty  days  after,  being. ^llowpd^^ 
copies  of  the  Rules  are  to  be  sent  tp  the  Public 
QfBces  in  jyiiddles^x  awd  Surrey,  an^l^tp.  the  Clerks 
of,. the. Peace  of  .the  Counties  and  Places  adjoining 
the  River.  , 

Authority  is  also  given  to  the  Lpid  Mayor,  Recor- 
dcr^  01  OWttAWenn^n  of  London,  aqd  io,^^^\  Justice 

or 
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dr  Justices  of  the  Peace,  withia.  their  respective  Ju- 
riscjictions,.  to  summoa  Oifendcrs  (within  sis  days 
after  any  Oflrenceis  committed)  and,  on  the  refusal 
to  appear,  to  appt'eh^nd  them  by  Warrant,  and  to 
punish  them  by  Fine,  not  exceeding  the  Penalty  im« 
^scd  for  the  Offence  ;  or,  in  case  of  refusal  to  pay^ 
the  Fine,  by  Imprisonment  <  not  exceeding  one 
month. 

.A  like  authority  js  given  to  summon,  apprehend, 
aad  punish  persons  refusing  to  pay  Watermen  their 
Fares,  &c. 

Authority  is  a)M>. given  to  two  of  the  Rulers  of  the 
Watermen's  Gsmpany  (as  well  as  to  the  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen, Recorder,  and  Justices)  to  hear  Complaints 
between  Waterman  and  Watermen,  their  Widows, 
Apprentices,  &c.  »  » 

An  Appeal  is  by  this  Act  given  from  the  Mayor, 
Aldormen,  Recorder,  Justices  or  Rulers  of  the  Com- 
pany,  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

tiAVXNG  thus  Stated  the  rise  and  progress  of  those 
Laws,  respecting  Watermen,  and  the  Jurisdiction 
given  by  them  to  Magistrates,  it  will  next  be  neces- 
sary to  recapitidate  the  Penalties  imposed  on  the 
several  Offences  created  and  made  punishable  by  the. 
Acts. 

'/  1st.  u^i  fo  apprentices. 

Apprentices,  bound  to  Watermen,  &c.  shall,  in^ 
case  their  Masters)  Habttatioabe  not  r^gistcri^d  with' 

the 
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the  Clerk  of  the  Wa(termen*8  Compta3r,  be  turned 
over  to  other  Masters, .  2  Geo«  IL  capu  26.  §  I . 

No  Apprentice  ahall  have  the  sole  care  of  any  Boat 
till  be  is  sixteen  years  of'  ^ge^  if  he  be  the  son  of  a 
Waterman  ;  and  seventeen  years,  of  age  being  the; 
9on  of  a  Laodsmaa  ;  nor  imlcss  he  shall  have  wdrked 
on  the  River  for  two  years  at  least,  before  he  attained 
such  age,  on  pain  of  the  Masters  forfeiting  lOs.  or 
being  committed  to  hard,  labour,  for  not  exceeding 
one'  month,  nor  less  than  fourteen  daya .*  2  Geo.  IL 
cap.  26.  §  2,  3. 

No  Apprentice  to  any  Waterman  or  Dgbtcrman 
shall  be  taken  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  nor  above 
twenty  years:  And  all  such  ApprentioM  siiaUbe 
bound  by  Indentures,  and  enrolled  in,  the  Rolls  of 
the  Watermen's,  &c.  Company,  to  serre  on  the  Rivpr 
for  seven  years:  Any  Master  acting  oontrary  shall 
forfeit  lO/.  or  be  committed  to  the  Hotise  of  Cot-- 
rection,  not  exceeding  one  month  nor  less  than  four- 
teen  days,  10  Geo.  II.  cap.  31,  §  1,  2,  15. 

By  §  3  of  the  same  Act,  lO  Geo.  II.  Every  Ap- 
prentice bound  otherwise  than  the  Act  directs,  be- 
sides not  obtaining  any  Freedom  by  such  Apprentice- 
ship, is  liable  to  pay  for  every  time  he  shall  work  or 
row  any  Barge,  Boat,  &c.  lo/. 

By  §  4.  not  more  than  two  Apprentices  shall  be 
retained  by  any  Waterman  or.  Lighterman  at  one 
^me :  And  the  second  Apprentice  is  not  to  be  bound 
until  the  first  has  served  four  years  (except  that  a 
Wafeerqiaiior  Lighterman  owning  twelve  Lighters,  fee. 

may 


may  Ukc  two  Apprentices  ^t 
owning  twenty  Lighters,  &c. 
Penalty  of  1 OA 

By  ^  5,  No  Apprentice  slial 
Waterman  or  Lighterman,  unt 
Habitation  to  lodge  him  in,  on  p 

Aj^rentiaes  who  shall  be  imp 
fence,  shall  serve  (in  addition  to 
which  they  ane  bound)  a  space  oj 
time,  during  which  they  shall  hav 
34  Geo,  III.  cap.  65.  §  ii. 

Idly.  jIs  to  the  huih  cf  Boats  a 
Thames,  and  the  numhr  oj 
taken. 

By  §  7  of  the  Statute  2  and 
cap.  l6,  If  any  person  shall  make 
the  intent  to  carry  people  on  t 
which  shall  not  be  22^  feet  in  1 
broad  iti  the  midship,  or  which  shs 
to  carry  two  persons  on  one  side  t 
be  forfeited. 

By  §3.  of  8  Geo.  Leap.  is.  | 
0U8  Statutes)  If  any  Boat,  Barge, 
or  built  to  row  with  more  than 
found  upon  the  water,  or  in  an 
Counties  df  Middlesex,  Surrey,  K  • 
fche  Thames,  or  within  the  limits  c  I 
4of^,iSmdm€h,<)x  Ipsufkkwiht.  i 
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to  them  belonging]  such  Boat,  &c.  with  her  Tacye, 
or  the  value  thereof,  shall  be  forfeited^  and  may  be 
seized  by  any  Officer  of  the  Customs,  and  the  Owner 
thereof,or  any  person  using  or  rowingin  such  Boat,  &c. 
shall  forfeit  40/.  And  after  seizure  and  condemnation, 
the  principal  Officers  of  the  Customs  in  the  place  are 
to  cause  such  Boat,  &c.  to  be  burnt,  and  the  Tackle, 
&c.  to  be  publicly  sold  to  the  best  advantage  ;  or  by 
12  Geo.  I.  cap.  28.  ^  10.  the  same  may  be  used  by 
the  Custom-house  Officers  ;  or  by  3  Geo.  III.  c.  22. 
publicly  sold. 

[This  Act  does  not  extend  to  any  Barge  or  Gal- 
ley, belonging  to  the  King  or  Royal  Family ;  or  to 
any  Long  Boat,  Yawl,  or  Pinnace,  belonging  to  any 
Merchant  Ship ;  or  to  such  Boat,  &c.  as  shall  be  li^ 
censed  by  the  Admiralty  in  writing,  which  Licences 
shall  be  granted  without  Fee.  The^tatute  28  Geo. 
III.  cap.  34.  also  prohibits  certain  rowing  and  sail- 
ing Boats  in  any  Port,  or  within  four  leagues  of  tho 
Coast.] 

By  ^  9  of  the  Statute  10  Geo.  IL  cap.  31,  No 
person  shall  work  in  any  Tilt-boat,  which  shall  not  be 
of  the  burthen  of  15  Tons;  nor  any  Boats,  which 
shall  not  be  3  Tons,  in  the  Long  Ferry  between 
Londmt  Bridge  and  Gravesend^  except  such  Boat 
shall  be  hired  by  one  person  for  his  own  use,  on  pain 
of  loZ. 

By  §  8  of  the  same  Statute  10  Geo.  IL  cap.  3  J, 
It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  working  or  navi- 
gating any  TiU-boat  or  Rovc^rge^  for  hire  or  gain, 

t« 
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to  take  at  one  time  any  more  than  thirty-seven  Pas- 
sengers, and  three  more  Passengers  only,  if  brought 
on  board  by  the  way  ;  nor  to  carry  in  any  other  Boat 
or  IVherry,  more  than  eight  Passengers,  and  two  P^ 
sengers  more  if  called  in  by  the  way ;  nor  to  carry  in 
any  Ferry-boat  or  Wherry  allowed  to  work  on  Sun^ 
days,  more  than  eight  Passengers.  Any  person  car- 
rying a  greater  number,  for  the  first  Offence  shall 
forfeit  5/.  for  the  second  Offence  lO/.  for  the  third 
Offence  shall  be  disfranchised  from  working  any 
Boat,  &c.  for  twelve  months  i  And  in  case  any  greater 
number  of  persons  shall  be  carried  as  aforesaid,  and 
any  Passenger  shall  be  drowned,  every  person  work-» 
ing  such  Boat  offending  therein,  and  being  convicted^ 
shall  be  deemed  gmlty  of  Fehny^  and  be  transported 
as  a  Felon  f 

3DLY.  As  to  Gravesend  Boats. 

By  ^  12, 13,  and  15,  of  10  Geo.  II,, cap.  31,  The 
Kulers  of  the  W^termen^s  Company  are  to  appoint 
two  Officei^  to  attend  at  Billingsgate,  at  High  Wk« 
ter,  and  at  Gravesend  at  the  first  of  Flood,  who 
shall  ring  a  Bell,  to  give  notice  to  the  Tilt-Boats  and 
Wherries,  who  design  to  pass  the  Ferry  between 
Ix>ndon  and  Gravpsend,  to  put  off,  on  pain  of  for^ 
feiting  5h  . 

If  every  such  Boat  shall  not,  after  the  rin^ng  such 
Bell  within  fifteen  minutes,  immediately  depart,  and 
cffeptually  proceed  on  his  respective  voyage,  &c^ 

F  F  without 
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wUbdut  lyifl^j^  by  in  the  Mid  Rivet,  or  puttmg  again 
on  Shore,  witisin  two  niiks  of  Billingsgate  orGrav^- 
end.;  or  if  any  such  Boats  skill  not  be  natigated  by  two 
coffioient  and  able-bodied  men,  the  yonngest  at  least 
eighteen  years  of  age^  the  Owner  of  eueb  Boat^  &e. 
shall  fbrfdt  5/. 

4T«LT.  General  Conduct  of  Watermen,  and  the  PTater- 

nteris  Company. 

Any  person  who  sball  be  elected,  or  appointed 
Knler^  Assisiant^  or  Auditor  of  the  Watemien's  Com- 
pfiny^  and  ish^l  obstioatriy.rc£bse  to  take  upon  him 
tbe  plAoe,  IQ  which  he  shall  be  so  elected,  or  shall 
negligently  exenci«r^  the  came,  shall  fcrfeit  sL*-^  l  and 
12  William  III.  cap.  21.  §  5,  7. 

If  any  person  not  having  served  for  seven  years  to 
any  Waterman  or  Lighterman  (except  Trinity-men, 
Ballast-men,  and  persons  employed  in  navigating 
Westdi^  ]B^go8>  Dnng  %oats.  Gardeners*  Boats, 
Chalk  Hoys,  &o.  and  by  4  Geo.  IT.  cap.  24.  Ferry« 
boats  to  Kingston,  &c.)  shall  work  any  fioat,Wberry, 
Lighter,  or  Craft,  upon  the  said  River  Thames,  for 
Uve  or  gain,  between  Gravesend  'and  Windsor,  he 
ffaall  forfeit  I O/.  and  fi^r  want  of  payment  or  dis- 
efaarge  thereof,  be  eomtnittod  to  tbe  House  of  Cor- 
rection, for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  month  nor 
kss  than  fourteen  ddys«-^2  Geo.  11.  cap.  26.  ^  4. 
.  RyteFs,  See.  ct  tbe  Watermen's  Company  may  ap- 
poofit  forty  Watermen  to  work  on  Sundays,  between 

Vauxhall 


Vraxliall  end  Limebouse/  fer  carrySitg  f^tdsaengtrft 
cross  the  River,  at  one  penny  each  ;  and  the  Water- 
fiBcn  so  appointeid,  are  to  pay  the  money  receiv^ed 
every  iMondsy  morning  to  the  Ruters,  6tc.  and  be 
only  allowed  for  their  laboitf,  on  penalty  of  40?.-^ 
11  and  12  William  III.  cap,  21.  §  7,  13. 

Persons  refuiing  to  pay  F^aats  to  Watermen,  &c. 
a^nd  to  give  their  JNTaixies  and  Residence,  or  giving  fic- 
titious Names  or  Places  of  Abode,  shall  forfeit  5/. — 
34  Geo.  in.  cap.  65.  §  8. 

The  Reader  has  thas  before  him  all  the  Statute 
3Law  on  this  important  branch  of  River  Pbltce.  But 
it  is  matter  of  much  regret,  that  the  wholesome  pro- 
visions of  these  Laws  are  not  morfe  effectually  put  in 
operation,  by  those  to  whom  their  execution  is  in- 
trusted. &jr  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  pas- 
sing the  most  modern,  and  as  it  was  hoped,  the  most 
effectual  of  those  Laws;  yet  no  Rules  and  i)rclers 
have  yet  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  power  con- 
ferred by  that  Act.  Repeated  attempts  have  indeed 
been  made  by  the  City  and  their  Officers,  so  to  ac- 
commodate and  arrange  matters,  aS  to  frame  a  set  of 
Ordinances  with  the  least  possible  yiolertce  'to  the 
prejudices  of  the  parties  to  be  controlled'.  But  in 
.matters  of  this  nature,  private  feelings  must  give  wa^ 
to  public  benefits :  It  is  believed  and  hoped,  that  ef- 
fectual measures  will  how  soon  be  adopted  :  If  not 
the  Metropolis  has  a  right  to  expect,  that  the  Legis- 
lature will  take  up  the  business,  and  no  longer  sufftr 

F  F  2  those 
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those  Evils  to  exist, which  have  arisen  from  the  minuter 
details  of  these  Regulations  of  Justice^  being  dele- 
gated to  subordinate  Bodies,  whose  interests  dr  whose 
passions  may  interfere  with  each  other,  to  the  obstruc- 
tion of  Public  Justice  and  Convenience. 

11.  Respbcting  Fish. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  remarked  by  successive  wri- 
ters, that  there  is  not  perhaps  a  country  in  the  world 
better  situated  to  be  plentifully  and  constantly  sup- 
plied with  Fish  than  Britain  ;  yet  it  is  well  known, 
that  in  London  Fiah  is  seldom  seen  but  at  the  Tables 
of  the  Rich  ;  and^  excepting  Sprats  and  Herrings, 
which  are  caught  only  during  a  short  season,  none 
are  tasted  by  the  Poor,  though  Fresh  Fish  of  some 
kind  or  other,  might  be  sold  all  the  year,  much 
cheaper  than  Butchers*  meat^  if  no  sinister  arts  were 
used  to  prevent  it.  These  arts,  however,  have  been 
known  chiefly  in  their  cfFects ;  and  it  has^  therefore^ 
(as  has  been  already  noticed  Chap.  XI.  p.  303,  &c.) 
been  always  difficult  to  frame  Laws,  by  which  the 
practice  of  them  would  be  prevented.  By  the  detec- 
tion of  various  artifices  from  time  to  time,  it  was 
found  that  it  had  been  usual  for  the  Fishmongers  to 
contract  with  the  Fishermen  for  their  whole  Cargoes^ 
and  oblige  tbem  to  stop  at  Gravesend^  instead  of 
coming  up  to  Billingsgate ;  then  they  caused  the 
Fish  to  be  brought  up  to  market  only  by  Boat-loads 
at  a  time,  the  remainder  of  the  Cargo  being  shifted 

into 
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into  a  Well-boatj  under  the  cal 
sent  it  up  by  degrees^  as  the 
Thus  the  best  Fish  was  dealt  c^ 
and  great  part  remained  beind 
six  weeks,  before  it  was  ordered 
been  so  wasted  as  to  be  unv 
stroyed  to  make  way  for  Fresh 
a  twentieth  part  of  the  Fish  .  t 
was  sold^  while  the  Poor  were  dii 
secure  a  continuance  of  this 
Owners  of  Fishing  Vessels  thei 
men  to  go  Masters,  and  obliged 
prentices  to  be  bound  not  to  tl 
them,  as  Fishmongers,  though 
distinct  Company. 

As  to  the  Fish  brought  to  n: 
men,  the  Fishmongers^  in  conju 
sons  as  their  Buyers  at  the  marl 
best  Fish,  and  then  divided  it  i! 
such  lots  or  parcels  as  they  thoi 
when  it  came  into  their  shops, 
price  at  pleasure,  and  were  i 
dersold. 

When  a  new  Fish  Market  \ 
attempted  to  be  established  at  \ 
tute  22  Geo.  II.  cap.  49.)  the  T  \ 
bitants,  raised  a  large  sum  of  m<  1 
and  purchased  Fishing  Vessels, 
in  supplying  this  New  Market, 
influence  of  the  Fishmongers,  \ 


439  r^LMATifm  on 

Ac\r  interest,  wtt  those  eoftji^yeA  in  ihese  Fisbing' 
Vesdels,  that  tboie^h  they  were  bcMHK)  undet  Cove- 
nants; with  lar^  Penahiea^  tb^  bvoke  throiigb  them 
all;  so  that  the  market  \4raa  deaertdd  for  want  of  a  sup^ 
ply,  and  the  Subscriber^  iihtmatel'y  tost  ibdir  tnoaey. 

Manifold  have  been  the  attempts  tapirt  a  stop  to 
these  Fraads  and  Monopolies:  The  Stajkiztea  2^  Geo* 
JJ.  cap.  3^  and  30  Geo.  II.  eap.  21 .  were  pdsaed  con^ 
talcing  such  Ilegubtiuns>^.as  ii  waa  hoped  would  prove 
effect oal.  And  Jurtsd&ctioBi  wao  gtven  to  the  Jt»> 
t4ces  itiKeni  aod  EsMf,  as  weH  a9  to  tho 'Mayor,  H^ 
porder,  sod  Aklermen  (beiog  Justioea)  of  the  Gorpo^ 
ntion  o£  QueeaBtn-ougi  and  Gravaemiy  to  eriibfOQ 
tbc  Fenahtcs. 

The  Fishmongers,  however,  still  eootinued  to  keep^ 
the  Yidi  waslii)g  lA  their  WelUboats  at  Qsavesood, 
beyond  thfe  time  limited  by  L$w,  by  causing  the  boUa 
of  these  WcU-boats  to  be  divided  into  s^vev^  cdls^ 
vith  partitionsr  betweeti  them.  Wbeot  a  fl^hoag 
Vessel  came  in,  as  part  €)£  tW  Fisb  only  was  forWardc4 
to  the  market  directly,  tbe  i?€}mainder  was  put  iiHQ 
one  gS  these  Cells  or  Receivers :  another  Vessel,  two 
or  three  days  after,  left  part  of  her  Cargo  in  soother 
Heceiver  of  the  same  Boat^  and  so  on  tiU  £^1  the  Se- 
ceivers  were  ivdi ;  where  it  was  kept  as  Idpg  as.  thai 
Fisherman  pkaaed.  When  the  Inepet^or  (appointed 
by  virtue  of  the  Acta  last  «|E)i>tioQe4)  caftie  te»  seo 
whether  the  Fish  bad  been  (brwarded  to  market  as  it 
ought,  and'  found  it  remaiacd  beyond  the  time,  he 
was  told>  that  what  he  ^w  came  by  after  Vessels,  atidl 

that 
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tliat  tbe  time  for  sending  it  fors 
ifbicfa  kc  not  being  able  to  disp 
sed  unpunished.     It  bad  beei 
AcCs^  that  an  entiy  sboukl  be 
Vessels^  a^  thejr  came  m,  unde 
Flenalty  ^  bvt  tbi&  wa&  frequent) 
iiig  upon  those  whef  baid  the  € 
Eotiy^tolesve  tbe  Entry  io  be 
tennan^  wfci>  look  the  Enterrng 
the  Entry  i^on  pieces  of  paper, 
bim^  before  they  were  posted  ir 
perhaps  twenty  days.     If  (be  1m 
1H>  Eatry  made,  gave  binvsclf  no 
answered  ;  if  be  did;  and  prosec 
ptxiduced  the  Watet-man'?  Paper 
Entiy  wHhin  time ;  and  tbough 
fcrged,  aa  the  proof  of  tbe  Forge 
iiUe  'f  the  end  of  the  Fisherman 
and  be  cheated  tbe  PubHe  wiib  ii 

To  remedy  these  Evils  and  s 
Act  of  Parliament  passed,  and  nc 
to  be  ooneidered,  a9  respects  the 
the  Statutes  39  Geo.  II.  cap.  27.  < 
mg  16  f be  substance. 

Tbe  Maeter  ol  every  Fishing  ' 
days  after  his  arrival  at  the  Nore ' 
port  tbe  tiflie  of  his  arnval  to  tb( 
fbe  Coast4>ffice  at  the  Custom 
noder  50l  Penalty,  and  tbe  Clerk 
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port  in  a  Book  kept  for  (hat  purpose.    The  Master  is 
also  to  leave  a  true  account  of  all  Fresh  Fish  which 
liave  been  brought  alive  to  the  Nore  in  his  Vessel^ 
upon  pain  that  the  Owners  of  such  Vessel  shall  for- 
feit 20/.  If  any  person  on  board  such  a  Vessel  after 
her  arrival^  shall  destroy  or  cause  to  be  destroyed, 
any  Fish  which  shall  have  been  brought  from  Sea^ 
that  is  not  unmarketable,  such  Oflfender  shall  be  com^ 
niitted  lo  hard  labour  for  any  time  not  exceeding  two 
xnonf/^s,  nor  less  than  one  month.    The  Clerk  at  the 
Coast-Office  is  on  Monday, Wednesday,  and  Friday, 
in  every  week,  to  return  to  the  Mayor  of  London,  and 
to  such  persons  as  the  Trustees  of  the  Fish-Market 
at  Westminster  shall  appoint,  in  the  City  of  West- 
minster, and  to  the  Inspector  of  the  Fishing  Vessels, 
at  such  plade  as  the  said  Trustees  shall  appoint ;  a 
true  account  of  the  time  when  every  such  Vessel  shall 
have  been  entered  as  arrived  at  the  Nore,  and  also  of 
the  Fish,  &c«  which  shall  have  been  entered  ;  under 
the  Penalty  of  5/. 

None  of  the  Fish  mentioned  in  the  Act  (viz.  Sal- 
mon, Salmon  Trouts,  Turbots,  and  Ling,  fresh  Cod, 
and  half^fresh  Cod,  Haddock,  Scate,  fresh  Ling, 
Lobsters,  Soles,  and  Whitings,)  shall,  at  any  time 
after  their  arrival  at  the  Nore,  be  put  into  a  Well- 
boat,  or  Store*boat,  under  the  Penalty  of  20/.  nor  be 
delivered  out  of  any  Fishing  Vessel  (unless  when 
sold  by  retail)  but  into  the  Vessel  employed  to  carry 
it  directly  to  Billingsgate  or  Westminster ;  and  no 
Vessel  is  to  remain  above  one  tide  with  the  Fish,  ac- 
cidents of  wind  and  weather  excepted.     If  any  one 

offends 
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ofiends  io  the  premises,  be  is  to 
House  of  Correction,  for  any  tin 
months,  nor  less  than  one  mon 
tor  of  the  Fishing  Vessels  is  duly 
under  the  Penalty  of  20/. 

By  the  Statute  2  Geo.  III.  c 
courage  the  supply  of  the  Meti 
Land^carriage,  but  ^hich  did  nc 
neficial  extent ;  No  person  who 
cemed  in  the  sale  of  any  Fresh  '. 
is  to  buy  or  be  concerned  in  the 
f^ish  to  sell  again,  on  his  own 
Joint  account  of  him  and  any  ott 
forfeiture  of  50/.     No  person  is 
market  within  the  fiills  of  Mort 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  sue ' 
during  the  market-hours,  any  of  i 
the  Act,  before  he  shall  have  ]  i 
account  c^  all  the  Fish  which  1 1 
sell,  distinguishing  the  several  i 
and  the  quantity  of  every  sort 
lO/.  Penalty  ;  and  no  person  is  t 
sion,  or  expose  to  sale,  any  Spai 
Fish  unsizeable  or  out  of  season, 
shall  not  be  fivg  inches  from  the 
extent  of  the  tail. 

By  the  two  last  stated  Acts,  a 
over  Offences  created  by  them,  is 
of  the  Peace,  within,  their  respect 
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In  the  instance  of  this  necessary  of  Life,  we  have 
another  proof  how  inadequate  the  most  salutary  laws 
are  to  restrain  the  avaricious  pursuits  of  mankind  (not 
only  in  the  present  but  former  timcs^)  in  due  bounds; 
without  the  continual  interfercncc.of  a  superintend- 
ing Police,  to  give  life  and  vigour  to  that  which  wiU 
otherwise  soon  become  and  remain  a  dead  letter  on 
the  Statute^Book,  or  be  suffered  to  expire  from  mere 
carelessness  and  inattention* 

Some  of  the  inconveniences  suffered  in  the  Coal 
Trade  have  been  already  laid  before  the  Reader  ia 
Chapter  III.  (p.  142 — 14^)  of  this  Work.  It  will  no 
doubt  be  additional  matter  of  surprise,  that  these  and 
other  evils  should  continue  to  oppress  and  harass  the 
Community,  particularly  the  Lower  Classes,  after 
such  exceHent  Laws  have  been  passed  for  their  pre- 
vention ;  but  the  regular  continuance,  amendment, 
and  due  execution  of  those  Laws,  can  never  be 
hoped  for  till  a  certain  responsibility  is  imposed  by  the 
Legislature,  on  persons  willing  and  capable  to  take 
on  them  the  necessary  exertions. 

Although  the  Laws  on  all  the  various  branches  of 
this  subject  are  intimately  connected  with  each  other ; 
it  may  be  more  convenient,  for  the  sake  of  reference, 
to  clas3  them  under  the  following  heads,  rather  than 
in  Chronological  Order.  Several  provisions  are  also 
contained  in  the  Acts  cited,  which,  arc  not  here  de- 
tailed,  as  they  do  not  so  immediately  relate  to  the 
Police  of  the  River. 
■    ;  "  FiBST^ 
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First,  The  Statutes  tp  prevent  unlawful  Com«- 
binations  for  enhancing  the  Priee  of  Coals,  as  sold 
wholesale. 

&£C0N£>ri.Y.  The  Scatutes  respecting  tbe  Measure 
2Kk1  Sikle  of  Coals  h  ih$  Constmier:  and  the  establi^ 
mei^t  ot  the  jMid  C^UM&^sl'  G^eSy  in  London^ 
Wecrcmifister^  and  Surry. 

TifjtBixi.v.  SuggestioM  as?  to  the  Relief  of  Coal' 
Heavers. 

First,  Thei^efon,  ef  ffm  Siaiutes  againU  unlawful 
Comhinatiom  of  Coal, Owners  and  others. 

Tbe  Stetute  9  Ann.  cap.  28,(wlvich  is  made  perpe- 
tual, by  Statute  L  Geo.  I.  Statute  II.  cap.  26)  is  en- 
titled "  An  Act  to  dissolve  the  present  and  prevent 
the  future  C^mhnation  of  CoaUOvsnerSy  Lightenuen, 
liitasters  of  Ships  ««d  others,  ta  advance  tbe  Price  of 
Coals,  in  prejudtce  of  tbe  Navigation,  Trade,  and 
Manufactures,  of  this. kingdom.;  and  for  the  further 
cncowagement  of  tfce  Coal  Trndc." 

Tbe  preamble  of  this  Act  recites^  that  **  the  Baving 
Coal^at  che«pai>d-  rtasoiwble  Prices,,  tend^  greatFy  ta 
the  improvement  of'  tbe  Man ufec tunes  antl  increase  of 
tbe  Ttode  and  Navigatrio»  of  this  Kmgdom,  and  to^ 
the  reBef^of  the  Poor  ;  and  that  it  was  neeessaryi  that 
the  Q»l  Trade  shouJd  be  fttt  attd  open.** 

It  '^  iherefei^e,  enacted,  That  every  GboJfrael,vi^hew 
ther  in  writing  or  not^  b^^twtftti  any  CoaKOwners; 
J/ightefweni.  Fitters,  Mart<jni,»*r  Ovraersc  of  Sh^, 

CrimpSj 
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Crimps,  Coal  Factors,  or  other  persons  whatever, 
concerned  in  the  Coal  Trade, /(?r  engrossing  Coals j  or 
for  restraining  or  hindering  any  person  from  freely 
selling,  buying,  lading  or  unlading,  navigating  or 
disposing  of  Coals,  shall  be  illegal,  null  and  void : 
And  that  if  any  Coal-Owner,  &c.  shall  be  concerned 
in  any  such  illegal  Contract,  directly  or  indirectly, 
they  shall  incur  the  following  Penalties,  viz.  Coal^ 
Owners  or  Proprietors  of  Coal-Mines,  lOO/. — ^Fit- 
ters, 50A— Masters  or  Owners  of  Ships,  and  Clerks, 
Agents  or  Servants,  20/. 

To  prevent  Frauds  and  Abuses ;  it  is  also  enacted. 
That  every  Fitter, or  person  selling  or  deliveringCoals, 
shall  give  a  certificate  to  the  Ship-Master,  on  every 
voyage,  stating  the  quantities,  price,  &c.  of  the  Coals 
sold  and  loaded  on  board  his  Ship ;  which  Certifi- 
cate shall,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the  arrival 
of  the  said  Ship  at  the  Port  of  London,  be  registered 
at  the  Cocquet  Office  appointed  by  the  Lord  Mayor: 
[or,  in  any  other  Port,  at  the  Custom-House;]  under 
Penalty,  upon  all  parties  guilty  of  neglect,  o(l0L 

By  §  3  of  the  same  Act,  a  Penalty  of  50L  is  im- 
posed on  any  Lighterman,  Ship-Master,  Crimp,  Coal- 
Factor,  or  other  person  dealing  in  Coals,  who  shall 
(by  himself,  his  Servants  or  Agents)  receive  or  take 
any  Salary,  Gratuity,  Money  [Allowance  in  Coals]  or 
Reward  whatever,  from  any  Coal-Owner,  Fitter,  &c. 
for  disposing  of  any  particular  sort  of  Coals,  in  prefer '- 
ence  to  any  other  sort,  or  for  lading  any  Ship,  or  dispo- 
sing of  any  Coals  from  on  board  any  Ship,  before  any 

other 
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Bfher  Ship,  or  shall  sell  one  so 
another  sort. 

By  §4  of  the  Statute  3  Gee 

nalty  is  increased  to  50o/.  whic 

the  Coal-Owner  or  Fitter,  givin 

any  such  Gratuity  or  Reward. 

By  S  7  of  the  same  Act,  Q  i 

that  *^  Several  persons  acting  aj 

Agents,  or  Factors,  for  Master 

Coals  into   the  Port  of  Londo 

such  their  employments  do  ofti 

the  Coals  intrusted  to  them  by  ti 

as  aforesaid,  to  their  own  Jigmt. 

or  other  persons,  for  their  own  uii 

rates  below  the  Market  Price,  i 

again  greatly  advance  the  Ratci 

judice  and  discouragement  of  th 

and  great  oj^ression  and  hindrai 

turers,  and  other  Consumers  of  (! 

50/.  is  imposed  on  all  Crimps,  I 

their  own  Agents,  in  trust  for  th- 

All  the  Penalties  in  this  Act  an 

the  Courts  at  Westminster. 

By  the  Statute  3  Geo.  II.  cap. 

Regulation  of  the  Coal  Trade,"  i 
Dealers  in  Coals,  may  in  future 
ters,  provided  they  are  navigate 
properly  qualified  and  entitled  tc 
Thames :  and  the  Lighters  are 
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tbe  Wfttermcn^B  £oiiif)asiy,  aad  Mbject   ia  tbM 
Kules. 

For  the  making  mare  eiSeotoal  all  Agreements  be- 
tween Sbip-Masters,  tad  Buyers  of  Coale^  all  bftr«- 
g«ms  for  Coal$  at  Biilmgjjgafe  Mardoet^  or  ot^er  Place 
of  Sale  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  must  be  entered  in 
tbe  Factor's  Book,  signed  by  the  Buyer  and  SeUer^ 
and  witnessed  by  the  Factor,  who  ^^ail  give  a  copy 
cf  the  Contract  to  both,  under  Penalty  df  50l.  And 
by  II  Geo.  IL  cap.  15.  (§  6,  7)  a  like  Penalty  of  50/. 
h  imposed  on  both  Buyer  aod  Seller  refusing  to  sign 
tbe  Contract :  and  on  tbe  Ship  M'sstor  refusiiig  id 
.produce  to  his  Owners,  when  Pequired^  copies  of  tbe 
Contracts,  irom  tbe  Factor's  Bo^s*  These  Penal^ 
ties  are  recoverable  in  tbe  superior  Courts. 

By  §  9of  3  Geo.  IL  c  26,  a  Penalty  of  KXiA  is  icD'^ 
posed  on  the  Master  of  Sbi pis  in  the  Coal  Trade, 
fefijsing  to  give- yearly  Accounts  totbeir  Ownejis :  or 
refusing  to  obey  tbe  Owners'  directions  i  '^^piOTided 
that  nothing  be  contained  in  such  directions,  which 
shall  relate  to  the  nstraining  •r  -inkm^mg  Pke  price  <ff 
Coals  in  the  River  Thames  or  to  kuping  ef  iwn  in  de- 
livering of  Coals  there  :"  By  Statute  4  Geo.  II.  c.  ao. 
a  JPenalty  of  lOO/.  (recoverable  in  the  Courts  at 
Westminster)  is  imposed  on  Ownera  giving  directions 
as  to  keeping  turn,  and  on  all  persons  obeying  such 
directions:  and  Masters  of  Ships  are,  on  Penalty  off 
dO/.  to  deliver  their  Cocquets  within  (bur  days  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Ship  it  Chavcsend^  and  not  let  them 

remain 
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remain  in  the  Kands^of  sn  j  Ag( 
Owaeis :  a  med^od  wiiich  k  a] 
to  oblige  Coal  Ships  to  ke^  I 
titt  Laws  so  the  contrary. 

By  the  Statute  OS  Geo.  IIL  i 
mentioned  Acts^  ^  Ann.  cap. 
cap.  96.  and  the  Penalties  imp 
■one  reoevv-ing  gretttkies  from 
cited ;  and  it  is  stated,  that  '^ 
eoid  two  Acts^  k  bad  for  many 
customary  for  the  Owners  of 
Ports^  to  <:bai(ge  a  liigher  price 
fortbe  London  Market^  than  tc 
Otttports ;  and  in  consequeno 
iam  ailvwanees  U  the  Lomion  C 
periods;    which   allowances    I 
principal  part  df  the  reasonahjt 
Coal  Buyers ;  yet  that  great  nu 
been  <M>mmenced  against  varioi 
Trade,  as  well  Owners  as  Buj 
that  such  allowances  were  cotstr 
ThePreamble  goes  on  further  to 
sons  against  whom  the  actions  \ 
Hitroduce  the  practice  complaii 
an  existing  custom  prevalent  iti  \h 
embarked  their  fortunes  in  ic ;  a 
brought,  should  the  informer  succ 
attended  with  the  ruin  of  many  o 
whom  such  actions  had  been  I 
sons  a|;ainst  whom  such  actions 
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are,  therefore,  indemnified  by  the  Act,  against  aH. 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  incurred,  paying  tfaelnfor*. 
mers  all  their  Costs  of  Suit. 

It  might  be  thought  invidious  to  make  any  further 
remarks  on  the  foregoing  Preamble  ^nd  Enactment^ 
than  that  they  §erve  pretty  fully  to  prove  the  truth 
and  justice  of  the  observations,  by  which  the  present 
divi»on  of  this  Chapter  has  been  introduced.  The 
Acts  thus  indemnified  against  are  left  in  full  force. 

By  another  Section  of  the  same  Act,  28  Geo.  IIL 
cap.  53,  it  is  stated,  ^^  That  a  certain  number  of 
Coal  Buyers  had  formed  themselves  into  a  Society, 
and  held  private  meetings  at  the  Coal  Exchange  in 
XiOndon,  professing  to  make  Regulations,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  carrying  on  the  Trade  in  Coals,  which  Regu* 
lations  may  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  said  Trade 
from  being  free  and  open  f '  It  is,  therefore,  enac* 
ted.  That  any  number  of  persons  united  in  Cove* 
nants  or  Partnerships,  or  in  any  way  whatsoever,  coO'c 
sisting  of  more  than  five  persons  for  the  purchasing  of 
Coals  for  Sale,  or  for  making  Regulations  with  respect 
to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the  said  Trade  in  Coals, 
shall  be  deemed  an  unlawful  Combination,  to  advance 
the  price  of  Coals ;  and  every  person  concerned  there-* 
in,  shall  be  punishable  by  indictment  or  information 
in  the.  Court  of  King's  Bench. 


Secondly. 
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SfiCONDtY.  The  Statutes  as  to  i 

of  Coals  to  the  Com    \ 

By  an  ancient  Statute  of  7     i 
^^  for  the  assise  of  fuel"  it  is  (    i 
Sack  of  Coals  shall  contain  Four    i 
clean  Coals,"  on  penalty  of  3x. 
Act  then  goes  on,  in  the  quaint 
pressive  language  of  the  time,  t 
asmuch  as  by  the  greedy,  appeti 
of  divers  persons.  Fuel,  Coals,  a  i 
many  times  through  four  or  five  , 
before  it  cometb  to  the  hands  ol  ; 
necessity  do  bum  or  retail  the  sai  i 
enacted.  That  no  person  shall  bu 
or  Fuel]  but  only  such  as  will  b  ! 
same ;  or  such  persons  as  shall  sel 
retail,  to  such  as  shall  burn  or  coi  i 
their  own  occupying,  without  I 
Wharfingers  or  Bargemen ;  und  : 
ble  the  value."  This  Act  is,  howc  i 
pealed  and  partly  considered  as  ol  i 

By  the  Statute  l6  and  17  Chs  i 
regulating  the  Measures  and  P 
enacted.  That  ^'  for  avoiding  th(  1 
exactions,    and  abuses,  used  in 
Sale  of  Coals,"  All  sorts  pf  Sea 
the  River  Thames  and  sold,  shall  I 
drpUji  containing  thirty-six  Bushe 

G  & 


Guildball  in  London  ;  and  so  tor  a  greats  or  less 
quantity ;  and  that  all  other  sort  of  Coals  coining 
from  Scotland  and  other  places,  commonly  sold  by 
Weight  and  not  by  Measure,  shall  be  sold  by  Weight 
kftdt  tie  proportion  'of  ll%il>.  to  the  hundred  of 
Ikwrirdopois  Weight  without  any  fallacyor deceit, 
«^n  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all  the  Coals,  which  shall 
bteotfcerwise  sold  or  exposed 'to  Sale,  by  any  Wood* 
liWnger  or  Itetailer  of  Coals,  und  the  double  valac 
thereof,  to  'be  recovered  by  any  Prosecutor  in  any 
<3outt'6f  Record,  or  by  way  of  complaint  made  unto 
^t  Lord  Mayor  of  LanJon,  and  Justices  of  Peace 
•within  kht  City  of  Lottdan  and  Liberties,  ot  to  any 
-two  of  thetn,  or  to  the  scleral  Justices  df  the  Peace, 
'■o(  the  «ever^  Counties  and  Places  "where  such  'Coals 
^bftll  he  exposed  to  Sate,  or  atiyof  (hem. 

The  'Lot-d  Mayor  of  LdnJon  ahd  Court  df  ■Aldcn- 

iinen,'Hnd  the  Justices  of  INiaceor  a:ny  three  or  mom 

ttfithetii, "whereof one  tobeofthe  Q«orM7i,are  bythte 

-silid  Act  empowered  to  set  the  Rates  and  Prices  of  all 

such  Coals  as  shall  be  sold  ly  Retail,  as  they  shall 

judge  reasonable,  allowing  a  competent  .profit  to  the 

Retailei",  beyond  the  price  paid  by  him  to  the  Impor- 

•  ter,  and  the 'ordinary  charges  thereupon  accruing. 

The  cdTJtiHu^nce  of  this  Act  was  limited  to  three 

yeaft:  But'by  the  Statilte  2  William  atid  Mary, 

Statute'  3.  cap.  7.  'reciting,  that  it  had  been  found 

'*  very  uscful-andbene'ticiarto  this -kingdom,"  itTras 

revived  and  continued  for  seven  years;  and  fib^ly, 

by 
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by  7  and  8  William  IIL  cap.  3( 
perpetual.     And  the  provisions  • 
tling  the  Retail  Price  of  Sea  Coal 
nerally  beneficial,  that  by  Statut 
they  were  extended  all  over  the  1 
being  given  to  three  Ji:»tices  (on 
rum)  for  that  purpose^  in  their  se 
By  1!^  Ann.  Statute  2.  cap.  1'^ 
Bushel  is  to  be  made  round  with  i 
to  be  1Q§  inches  from  outside  to  i 
tain  one  Winchester  Bushel,  anc 
ter,  according  to  the  standard   i 
Bushel  described  by  13  and  14  "* 
§  28.  In  the. Act  referred  to^  the 
is  described  as  1 8 J  inches  wide 
inside  no  doubt)  and  eight  inche 
3  Geo.  II.  cap.  26.  §  13,  it  is 
Bushel  shall  be  used  by  all  Dealer 
Chaldron  orilesser  quaritiiies  in 
4nsns$er^oc  within  :ten  railes' there 
^hall  contain  -thre^  aucb  .Buahels  ;    i 
.The  Bushel  to  be  sealed' or  Btam 
London^  ^or  the  /Exdheqxiqf  Office^ 
penalty  of  50/.  on  pedant  uaing  it 
onini^ng  its  size. 
-    By  4.10  of  the  Act,  3  Geo.  JR , 
quoted^ 'reciting.  That  "by;an9fe 
Port/of /London,  one  Chaldrodd  cS  ( 
^o  eviity  score  thought  on 'boiard  Shi| 
foi^an' ibir a  greaterioricas^qnintiti 

:.: .  G  c  2 
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theif  depi^ties)  to  the  control  of  the  Surry  Quarter 
Sessions. 

.  The  Statute  20  Geo.  III.  cap.  108.  (for  explaining, 
amending^  and  reducing  irnto  one  Act  of  Parliament, 
several  former  Acts)  establishes  a  like  Office  for  the 
City  and  Liberty  of  Westminsier^  and  certain  Parishes 
in  Middlesex :  subject  to  the  control  of  the  respective 
General  or  Quarter  Sessions  for  the  City  and  County : 
and  the  Penalties  are  recoverable  if  above  5/.  in  the 
superior  Courts ;  or  else  before  any  one  Justice  of 
the  City  or  County ;  with  an  Appeal  to  the  Middle- 
sex Quarter  Sessions. 

The  united  effect  of  these  Acts  is  next  to  he  considered^ 
with  the  Penalties  imposed  on  Offences ,  in  each  Dis^ 
trict ;  wherey  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  any  difference  is 
made  hy  the  provisions  of  the  respective  Statutes. 

The  principal  Land  Coal-Meter^  in  each  District, 
is  to  take  an  oath  for  the  due  execution  of  his  Office  ; 
and  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to  be 
Labouring  Coal  Meters^  one  of  whom  shall  attend  at 
every  Coal-Wharf,  Warehouse  and  Place  of  Sale,  to 
measure  out  all  such  Coals,  as  shall  be  sold  by  Wbarf^ 
measure;   these  Labouring   Coal-Meters,  are  also 

* 

sworn  to  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

In  Surry y  the  principal  Coal-Meter  is  also  to  ap- 
point a  Deputy  Coal-Meter  at  each  of  the  subordinate 
Offices  ;  and  a  general  Penalty  of  20/.  is  imposed 
on  the  principal  Meter  neglecting  to  appomt,  and  of 
6l.  on  the  labouring  Meter  neglecting  to  attend. 

A  like 
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A  Hie  Penalty  was  also  impose 
an  Act  now  repealed. 

Upon  notice  given  to  any  h 
or  left  at  the  principal  Coal- IV] 
boufcr  to  attend  9t  any  Wh^r 
such  notice,  in  or4er  to  measure 
son  giving  the  notice^  a  labourii 
within  one  hour  or  sooner  if  pos 
of  20s.  on  the  Labpurer  neglec 
like  Penalty  on  the  principal 
send. 

If  the  principal  CoaJ-Metqr, 
ployed  under  him  shall^  di:kring 
Office^  be  directly  or  indirectly 
than  oiHciaUy>  though  this  savii 
Wisitninster  Act)  in  the  Sale  ol 
ever,   they    shall   (in  London) 
their  employ n^ent,  and  disable( 
the  same,  and  forfeit  f^r  ever 
fVestmimter  or  Surryy  the  princi 
feit  lOO/.  and  the  labouring  or  d 
Surry  both  Parties ;    in  JVestmin 
ing  Meters,  are  to  be  dismissed 

To  prevent  Confederacy  the  s 
ing  Meters  are  to  be  frequently  i 

All  Coals  sold  w  and  for  Wh 

Wharf,  Warehouse  or  Places  wit 

respective  Acts,  shall  be  n^easure 

ojie  IabQtti:iQg  Coal-Meter ;  whc 

5 


stqck. 

Four-fenee  perCbaldron  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Keeper 
of  the  Wharf,  Warehouse,  &c.  from  which  the  Coals 
are  carted,  or  by  the  Seller,  to  the  principal  Coal 
Meter,  to  ht  applied  by  him  in  defraying  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  OfHce,  and  hiring  the  labouring 
,  Meters;  on  payment  of  this  Metage  Duty,  thcSeller 
or  Carman,  who  carts  away  the  Coals,  is  to  recdve 
a  ticket  (signed  by  the  principal  Meter,  and  counter- 
agned  by  the  labouring  Coal-Meter  attending)  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  Seller  and  Consumer,  the 
quantity,  the  date,  the  metage  charge,  and  the  Car- 
man's name,  with  a  notice  to  the  Purchaser,  that  if 
he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  measure,  he  must  tell  the 
Carman  so,  before  any  part  of  the  Coals  are  unladen. 
This  ticket  the  Carman  is  to  deliver  to  the  Consu- 
mer. A  penalty  of  40j.  is  imposed  on  the  labouring 
Coal-Meter  refusing  to  deliver  the  ticket  to  the  Car- 
man (on  payment  of  the  Metage  Charge)  and  I  Of.  on 
the  Carman  altering  the  ticket,  or  refusing  to  deliver 
jt  to  the  Consumo". 

If  any  Cart,  in  which  shall  be  any  quantity  of  Ccffllg 
exceeding  seventeen  Bushels,  shall  be  sent  from  any 
"Wharf,  &c,  within  the  said  limits,  without  the  Coals 
having  been  so  measured,  and  the  Ticket  obtained, 
the  Vender  of  such  Coals  shall  (on  conviction  before 
one  Justice)  forfeit  for  every  such  Offence,  lO/. 
If  any  Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals  shall  make 
\  •  use 
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use  of  any  Saclc^  for  the  carryi 
limits  of  the  respective  Acts, 
length  and  two  in  breadth,  he 
such  Offence,  5/.  A  penalty  i 
labouring  Meters  using  or  pen 
dimensions. 

The  Sacks,  at  the  time  of  t 
marked,  and  sealed,  by  the  pro[ 
four  feet  four  inches  long,  and 
wide. 

If  any  Wharfinger  or  Deale 
rectly  or  indirectly  give  to  any  la 
any  Reward  or  Gratuity,  beside: 
Chaldron  allowed,  he  shall  fb 
Offence,  in  London,  20/,— i 
Surry,  50/. 

If  any  labouring  Meter  shall  * 
to  any  Consumer,  Carman,  or  o 
tent  to  defraud ;  or  shall  receiv( 
Coals,  any  Gratuity,  &c.  beside 
Chaldron  ;  or  shall  wilfully  mal 
measure  of  Coals,  or  deliver  any 
measured  in  his  presence,  he  sht 
pable  of  serving  ever  after  in 
principal  Coal-MeierQn  London  ai 
pay  a  fine  of  40^. — in  Surry  tl 
the  first  instance  on  the  Laboui 
within  one  month  is  then  to  be  ] 
Meter. 


stock. 

Four-fence  pcrChaldron  is  to  be  paid  by  theKeeper 
of  the  Wharf,  Warehouse,  &c.  from  which  the  Coals 
sre  carted,  or  by  the  Seller,  to  the  principal  Coal 
Meier,  to  be  applied  by  him  in  defraying  the  ei- 
pences  of  his  Office,  and  hiring  the  labouring 
.  Meters;  on  payment  of  this  Metage  Duty,  theSeller 
or  Carman,  who  carts  away  the  Coals,  is  to  receive 
a  ticket  (signed  by  the  principal  Meter,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  labouring  Coal-Meter  attending)  con- 
taining  the  names  of  the  Seller  and  Consumer,  the 
quantity,  the  date,  the  metage  charge,  and  the  Car- 
man's name,  with  a  notice  to  the  Purchaser,  that  if 
he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  measure,  he  must  tell  the 
Carman  so,  before  any  part  of  the  Coals  are  unladen. 
This  ticket  the  Carman  is  to  deliver  to  the  Conso- 
mer.  A  penalty  of  AOs.  is  imposed  on  the  labouring 
Coal-Meter  refusing  to  deliver  the  ticket  to  the  Car- 
man (on  payment  of  the  Metage  Charge)  and  \0s.  on 
the  Carman  altering  the  ticket,  or  refusing  to  deliver 
It  to  the  Consumer. 

■tc t-f .  :_  «,v:_u  -u-ii  i -ii. rr* i_ 
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use  of  any  Sack^  for  the  carrying  Coals  within  the 
linniits  of  the  respective  Acts,  less  than  four  feet  in 
length  and  two  in  breadth,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every 
such  Offence,  5/.  A  penalty  of  40^.  is  imposed  on 
labouring  Meters  using  or  permitting  Sacks  of  less 
dimenfflons. 

The  Sacks,  at  the  time  of  their  being  made,  and 
marked,  and  sealed,  by  the  proper  Officer,  are  to  be 
four  feet  four  inches  long,  and  two  feet  two  inches 
wide. 

If  any  Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals,  shall  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  give  to  any  labouring  Coal-Meter, 
any  Reward  or  Gratuity,  besides  the  four-pence  fer 
Chaldron  allowed,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such 
Offence,  in  London,  20/,— in  fVestminsler  and 
Surtyy  50/. 

If  any  labouring  Meter  shall  deliver  a  false  Ticket 
to  any  Consumer,  Carman,  or  other  person,  with  in- 
tent to  defraud ;  or  shall  receive  from  any  Dealer  in 
Coals,  any  Gratuity,  &c.  besides  the  four-pence  per 
Chaldron  ;  or  shall  wilfully  make  or  suffer  any  false 
measure  of  Coals,  or  deliver  any  Ticket  for  Coals  not 
measured  in  his  presence,  he  shall  be  rendered  inca- 
pable of  serving  ever  after  in  his  Office :  and  the 
principal  Coal'Meter{\n  London  and  Westminster)  shall 
pay  a  fine  of  40^. — in  Surry  the  fine  is  imposed  in 
the  first  instance  on  the  Labourer ;  and  if  not  paid 
within  one  month  is  then  to  be  paid  by  the  principal 
Meter. 

If 
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Ingrain ;  notwithstanding  which  many  persons  deal* 
ing  in  Coals^  do  load  the  same  from  on  board  Ship 
bare  measure^  without  the  said  Ingram^  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  Consumers ;"  a  penalty  of  lOO/.  (re- 
coverable in  the  superior  Courts)  is  imposed  on  all 
Lightermen,  and  others  selling  any  quantity  ofCoals^ 
as  and  for  v  Poo/  Measure  (viz.  such  measure  as  is 
usually  ^ven  or  allowed  in  the  Pool  or  Riv6r  Thames) 
and  not  delivering  to  such  Purchaser^  their  full  quan- 
tity of  Coals,  together  with  the  Ingrain,  as  measured 
-to  him  from  on  board  by  the  Meter. 

The  Sale  of  Coals  to  Consumers  is  most  niaferiaUy 
regulated  hy^  the  following  Acts^  estahlishing  the\jKsr> 
Coal-Meters'  Offices,  in  London^  Westminster ^  and 
Surry i  and  at  the  Wharfs  on  the  River  Thames,  within 
those  Districts  : 

By  the  Statute  7  Geo.  HI.  cap.  23.  (continued  to 
June  1st,  IS  12,  by  38  Geo.  III.  c.  Ivi.)  "  to  prevent 
Frauds  dnd  Abuses  in  the  Admeasurement  of  Coals, 
sold  by  Wharf-measure,  within  the  City  of  London, 
and  the  Liberties  thereof;  and  between  Tower-Dock 
and  Lime-house  Hole  im  the  County  of  Middlesex,'' 
it  is  enacted.  That  a  Public  Office  shall  be  erected 
and  continued  withia^tbc/  City,  Jn  or  near  Thames- 
street,  to  be  called,  7^e  Land  Coal-Meters'  Office,  for 
the  City  of  hcmdon^  &c:i  to  be. kept  open  every  day 
(Sundays  excepted)  from  five  in  the  morning  till  nine 
in  the  evening,  in  the,  summer  half-year ;  and  fixxn 

:    *    »  six 
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pence  per  Chaldron.    If  the  Coals  prove  deficiertt  in 

Measure,  the  Seller  shall  forfeit  sA  for  every  Bushel 

deficient,  and  also,  forfeit  the  Coals  to  the  Poor. 

The  labouring  Meter  under  whose  inspection  the 

Coals  were  measured  at  the  Wharf,  shall  also  forfeit 

5/.  per  Bushel  deficient ;  to  be  recovered  (if  not  paid 

in  fi:ve  days)  of  the  principal  Coal-Meter ;  and  the 

Coal-Porters>  2s.  6J.  per  Bushel  deficient. 

Drivers  of  Carts  or  other  persons  belonging  thereto^ 

taking  or  suffering  to  be  taken  or  delivered  out  of 

their  Cart,  Coals  under  their  care,  otherwise  than  ta 

the  Owner  or  Purchaser,  shall  forfeit  AOs.  or  on  nan-» 

payment  be  committed  to  Gaol,  for  not  less  than  one 

month  nor  more  than  three^  unless  the  forfeiture  i& 

sooner  paid. 

» 
The  Author  has  done  his  utmost  endeavour  to  state 

as  accurately  as  possible,  all  the  minute  variations  in 
these  Statutes ;  but,  it  is  surely  to  be  wished,  that 
this,  as  well  as  every  System  of  Legislation,  should  be 
uniform  in  its  operation;  the  uncertainty  and  variety 
of  the  Penalties,  for  Offences  in  their  nature  perfectly 
similar,  tending  only  to  produce  confusion  and  vexa- 
tion. The  (Efferent  periods  at  which  these  Acts  are 
liable  to  expire,  may  also  cause  some  perplexity; 
which  has  in  fact  already  taken  place,  in  one  in« 

stance.* 

Thirdly. 

•  The  Profits  -to  the  City  on  the  Coal  (and  Corn)  Meters'    £. 
Pbces  has  heci>  stated  .at  per  Ann.  *  •  *.    *•    •    •    .    .   •    9>ood 
Groundage  of  Colliers,  and  Balliage  of  Coals    •      .      •    .      850 

Carried  over  ;C'9>^5o 

Here 
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Thikdlt.    Suggestions  as  to  the  Relief  of  CoaU 

Heavers^ 

The  oppressions  and  impositions  suffered  by  the 
Coal-Heavers,  particularly  from  the  circumstances  of 
theUndertakers  being  chiefly  Publicans,  have  already 
been  stated  (p.  144 — 146.)  The  Reader  will  no 
doubt  join  with  the  Author  in  regretting,  that  the  sa- 
lutary  Act  of  10  Geo.  III.  cap.  53,  made  to  restrain 
this  very  evil  should  have  been  suffered  to  expire  ; 
having  been  originally  enacted  only  for  three  years, 
and  never  since  renewed.  The  provisions  of  that  Act 
are  here  shortly  stated  as  a  guide  to  any  who 
may  hereafter  be  inclined  to  render  a  service  to  that 
very  laborious  and  industrious  class  of  men,  by  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  this  subject. 

**  No  Coal -Undertaker  shall  take  or  demand  from 
any  Coal-Heaver,'  any  Money  or  other  Thing  as 
Commission,  or  as  a  Gratuity  in  procuring  such  Coal- 
Heavers  to  be  employed  in  unlading  Ships  laded  with 
with  Coals,  between  London  Bridge  and  Greenwich^ 
nor  under  pretence  of  furnishing  Shovels,  &c.  nor  on 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  for 
every  such  Offence,  5/. 

Brought  forward       /•9j950 
Here  also  maybe  noticed  their  Revenue  from  two  other 
Articles  already  mentioned.    See  Chap.  XI.  p.  331. 

Scavage  and  Package  Duties      .....    4,500 
Balliage  dittOt    .•     •••••••••     i^ooo 

/•»    5*350 
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A  Uke  Penalty  was  also  iiDpose 
an  Act  now  repealed. 

Upon  notice  given  to  any  I; 
or  left  at  the  principal  Coal-IM 
bouver  to  attend  9t  ajiy  Wb^i 
such  notice,  in  or^er  to  measure 
son  giving  the  notice^  a  labouri 
ivithiA  one  hour  or  sooner  if  pos 
of  20;.  QQ  the  Labourer  neglec 
like  Penalty  on  the  principal 
send. 

If  the  principal  Coal-Metc;r, 
ployed  under  him  shall,  during 
Office,  be  directly  or  indirectly 
than  officially,  though  this  savi 
Westminster  Act)  in  the  Sale  o 
ever^  they  shall  (in  London) 
their  employ nx^nt,  and  disables 
the  same,  and  forfeit  f<»r  ever 
JVestmmter  or  Surryy  the  princ 
feit  IQOh  and  the  labouring  or  d 
Surry  both  Parties ;  in  IVestmin 
ing  Meters,  are  to  be  dismissed 

To  prevent  Confederacy  the  s 
ing  Meters  are  to  be  frequently 

All  Coals  sold  w  and  for  Wh 
Wharf,  Warehouse  or  Places  wii 
respective  Acts,  shall  be  measure 
one  labQUi:iiig  Coal-Meter ;  wh< 


man  (before  whool  the  Penalties  are  recorerable, -and 
who  are  empowered  to  determine  all  DisputeG,'mth 
an  Appeal  to  the  London  Quarter  Sessions)  is  au- 
thorised to  compel  payment,  and  order  aOJ.  Costs." 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  by  some,  that  the  Au- 
thor has  run  rather  too  much  at  length  into  the 
inquiry  on  the  whole  of  this  subject ;  but  the  in- 
teresting nature  of  it,  not  only  as  it  relates  to  the 
Police  of  the  River, but  all  the  Inhabitants  of  theMe- 
tropolis  in  general,  will  doubtless  plead  his  excuse, 

IV.  Of  the  PeaaUies  and  Punuhments,  4a  freveM 
dangtrs  front  FiRE>  on  hoard-Skip,  Sic.  i    ■ 

By  §  2I-of  the  Statute  10  Ann.  cap.  J7,,  reciting 
that  "  It  had  become  a  common  practice,  that 
Mcrohant-Ships  and  Vessels  canning  Mdrchqndise, 
did  very  often  stop  and,  ride  at  the  Mooring* 
appointed  and  laid  out  for  the  use  of  her  Majesty's 
Ships  and  Vessels,  and  at  her  Majesty^s  Ships  and 
Hulks  in  Harboui:,  ne^r,  and  adjoining,  to  her 
Majesty's  Dock-yards,  Storehouses,  and  Magazines, 
such  Merchant  or  Trading  Ships,  or  Vessels  oat 
being  forced,  thereto  by  ^ny  necessity  or  want  of 
Tide,  by  which  means  her  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels, 
and  Magazines,  were  subjected  to  accidents  by  .FirCj 
and  other  damages,  through  the  carelessness  of  the 
|>crsons  left  on  board  such  Merchant-Stups,  .as  well 
aa  to  charges,  by  weakening  and  wearing  the  Moor- 
ings; 
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» 

mgs ;  and  the  persons  left  on  board  such  Merchant- 
Ships,  by  their  long  staying  at  such  Moorings,  had 
great  opportunities  of  running  tjf  Goods  and  em- 
bezzling her  Majesty's  Naval  Stores  :'*  For  the 
prevention  thereof,  it  is  enacted.  That  if  any 
Merchant-Ship,  or  any  other  Ship  or  Vessel,  not 
being  a  Ship  of  War,  or  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Navy,  or  employed  in  her  Majesty's  service,  or 
such  Ships  as  shall  come  to  deliver  Stores  into  her 
Majesty's  Yards,^  during  their  delivery  thereof^  shall 
stop  or  fasten  to  any  of  the  Moorings,  or  fix  them- 
selves to  any  of  the  Ships  or  Hulks,  the  Captain, 
Master,  Commander,  or  Person,  having  the  care 
or  command  of  such  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  Ten  Founds  for  each  and  every 
Tide,  such  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel  shall  stay  at  the 
said  Moorings,  unless  it  appear  that  such  Merchant- 
Ship  or  Vessel  was  necessitated  so  to  do,  by  want  of 
Tide,  stress  of  Weather,  or  other  unavoidable  acci- 
denls  :  The  Penalty  is  recoverable  by  Action  in  thfe 
Courts  at  Westminster,  and  goes  half  to  the  In- 
former, and 'half  to  Greenwich  Hospital, 

If  any  Commander,  or  other  Officer  of  any  Sliip, 
(except  his  Majesty's  Ships,)  shall,  while  such  Ship 
shall  be  in  fhe  River  of  Thames,  between  London 
'Bridge  and  iSlackwaJl,  keep  any  Gun  shotted^  or 
shall  Pire,  or  permit  to'be  fired  any  Gun,  on  board 
any  Ship,  before  Sun-rising  or  after  Sun-setting, 
^uch  Commander  or  Officer,  shall^  for  every  such 

Gun 
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» 

Gun  60  kept  shotted,  forfeit  5^.  and  for  every  Gutt 
so  fired,  lOs.  And  if  any  -Commander,  or  other 
Officer  of  any  Ship,  or  any  other  person  on  boards 
shall,  while  such  Ship  shall  be  in  the  River  between 
London  Bridge  and  Blackwalty  heat  or  melt,  or 
permit  to  be  heated  or  melted  on  board  sufch  Ship, 
any  Pitch,  Tar^  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallow,  Oil,  or 
other  Combustible  Matter  whatsoever,  the  Offender 
dhall  forfeit  5/. — 5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20.  §  4. 

No  Master,  &c.  of  any  Ship,  &c.  lying  in  the 
Thaines  outward-bound,  shall  receive  on  board  such 
Ship,  except  for  the  King's  service,  more  than  15lb. 
of  Powder,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Ship,  at^  or 
below  Blackwall. — And  the  Master  of  every  Ship, 
&c.  coming  into  the  Thames,  shall  put  on  shore  all 
the  Gunpowder  on  board  such  Ship,  &c.  except 
flblb ;  either  before  the  arrival  of  the  Ship  at  Black- 
wall,  or  within  twenty-four  hours  after  her  coming 
to  an  Anchor  there,  if  the  weather  shall  permit,  oa 
pain  of  forfeiting,  for  every  Offence,  all  the  Gun- 
powder found  on  board  above  2blb  ;  and  also  2s.  for  - 
every  pound  of  Gunpowder  above  25/^. — 12  Geo. 
III.  cap.  6i.  §  24. 

For  the  Powers  given  to  the  Trinity-house,  to 
enforce  the  foregoing  Regulations,  see  ante  p.  346.— 
The  Penalties  under  the  first  of  these  Acts,  are 
.recoverable  and  applicable  as  stated  in  that  page : — 
Under  the  latter  Act,  1 2  Geo.  III.  which  confirms 
the  power  of  the  Trinity-house,  to  appoint  Searchers 

for 
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for  Gtmpovvider,  (who  need  not  under  this  Act  be 
Eldit^  Brethrm,)  the  Penalties  ai^e  given  half  to  the 
King,  and  half  to  the  In&tfrner,  and  are  rcc5orerable 
beibfe  any  two  Justices* 

Under  the  Wet-Dock  Act,  3^  Geo*  III.  cap.  )3CiK: 
the  following  very  useful  Provisions  are  made  on  this 
subject. 

All  such  Vessels  as  shall  have  on  board  any  Gun- 
powder^ exceeding  the  quantity  of  one  Pounds 
shall,  before  they  enter  any  of  the  Docks,  Basons, 
or  Cuts,  land  all  their  Gunpowder,  and  unlade  and 
clear  their  Guns  ;  and  no  Tar,  Pitch,  Rosin,  Hemp, 
Flax,  Faggots,  Furze,  Turpentine,  Oil,  Hay,  Straw, 
Talbw,  Gnsase,  Shavings  of  Wood,  or  Combustible 
Matter  of  any  kind,  shall  be  suiTered  to  be,  or 
remain  on  the  Quays  or  Wharfs,  in  or  near  the  said 
Dod^s,  or  any  part  th^eof,  or  upon  the  Deck  of 
any  Ship  or  other  Vessel  in  the  said  Docks,  Basons/ 
or  Cuts,  above  the  space  of  twelve  hours,'  under 
Penalty,  on  the  Owner  of  such  Goods,  &c.  ,or  the 
Commander,  Master,  or  Mate  of  the  Vessel,  making 
de&ult  therein,  not  exceeding  1 0/«  nor  les^  than  5/. 
^  102. 

For^more  effectually  preventing  Accidents  by  Pins 
in  the  said  Docks  and  Dock  Premises,  no  person 
shall  have  or  keep  any  Fire,  Candle,  or  Lamp, 
lighted  within  any  of  the  said  Dtx::ks,  Basons,  Cuts, 
and  the  Quays,  Wharfs,  Warehouses,  and  Works, 
belonging  thereto,  at  any  time  whatsoever,  (except 
anly  necessary  Lamps  by  the  sides  of  Ways  without 

Hh  the 
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the  Dock  Walls,  and  such  Fires,  or  lighted  Candles^ 
or  L^mps,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  be  used  hi  the 
Making,  Building,  Finishing,  Repairing,  Altering, 
or  Improving  of  the  Docks,  fiasons.  Cuts,  Quays, 
Wharfs,  Warehouses,  and  other  Works,  or  any  of 
them,)  under  forfeiture  for  every  OfFcncci  not  cjc- 
ceeding  lO/.  nor  less  than  &L  §  103. 

V.  Penahies  incurrahle  under  the  Wet- Dock  Act, 
39  Geo.  'IlL  cap.  Ixix.  not  hilherio  noticed. 

These  may  be  classed  under  the  following  heads, 
for  the  more  easy  reference  to  them. 

FiasT.  The  Mooring  of  Vessels;  paying  Duties, 
&c.  and  the  Powers  of  the  Harbour-Masters  and 
Dock-Masters« 

Secondly.  The  impeding  the  Navigation  of  the 
Canal,  Docks,  &c. 

Thirdly.  Injuries  to  the  Dock,  Works,  Build- 
ings, &c.  by  malice  or  carelessness. 

First.  After  the  Canal,  Docks,  &c.  shall  be  so 
far  completed  as  to  admit  Ships,  no  Vessel  shall  lie 
at  either  of  the  Mooring  Tiers  in  the  River  Thames, 
immediately  above  or  below  the  entrances  into  the 
Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  but  those  only 
which  are  intended  to  go  into,  or  within  twelve 
hours  shall  have  conoe  out  of  the  said  Canal;  and 
every  Master,  Pilot,  and  Person,  having  the  charge 
of  any  Vessel  lying  at  the  said  Tiers,  shall  remove 

therefrom 
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therefrom  such  Vessel  whenever  required  by  'the 
Harbour- Masters,  or  Dock-Masters,  or  their  Assist- 
ants, by  an  order  in  writing,  left  on  board  ih6 
Vessel,  within  twelve  hours  after  each  notice,  under 
the  penalty  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  lO/.  nor  less  than 
5/.  for  every  twenty-four  hours  such  ship  shall 
remain  after  the  time  limited  by  such  notice*  ^  94. 

No  Vessel  shall  land  or  ship  her  Cargo,  or  any 
part  thereof,  by  the  sides,  or  upon,  or  along  the 
Banks  of  any  of  the  said  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts, 
except  at  such  Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Landing-places> 
'  as  shall  be  made  and  assigned  for  the  purpose,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting  for  every  Offence  not  exceeding 
100/.  a's  also,  all  such  Goods  so  landed  or  sbipped,^ 
as  shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  Customs,  &c. 
which  Goods  may  be  seized  accordingly,  by  an/ 
Custom-house  or  Excise  Officer.  §  gs. 

On  any  dispute  respecting  the  Tonnage  of  any 
Vessel  liable  to  pay  the  Dock  Duties,  the  CollectCH*^ 
&c.  may  stop  the  Ship,  and  Measure  and  Gauge 
the  same  :  And  if  any  Ship-Master  or  other  persoa 
shall  obstruct  or  hinder  the  Collector,  &c-  from 
Weighing,  Measuring,  or  Gauging  such  Ship  or 
Vessel,  he  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  loL  above  the 
said  Rates.  §  143. 

.  No  Collector  of  the  Customs  in  the  Port  of 
LondoHy  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  permit 
any  Vessel,  liable  to  pay  the  Dock  Duties,  to  be 
entered  inwards  from  Foreign  parts,  or  Coastwise, 
or  to  be  cleared  outwards,  until  the  Master,  &c. 

HU2^  shall 
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sliall  have  paid  tke  said  Dock  Duties^  and  pnodoced 
to  the  said  Collector  a  certificate  of  payment  of  the 
Dock  Duties  inwards^  under  the  hand  of  the  person 
appointed  to  collect  the  said  Duties:  on  clearing 
•utwards  the  payment  of  the  Dock  I^uties  is  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  signature  of  the  Receiver  to  the 
M^nifest^  Cocket,  Sufferance,  or  other  Document, 
which  must  necessarily  be  produced  to  the  Collector 
cf  the  Customs  at  the  time  of  clearing  out ;  whicb 
Certificates  and  Signatures,  the  Receivers  of  the 
Dock  Duties  are  required  to  sign^  and  give  without 
Pec  or  Reward,  under  forfeiture  of  20/.  to  be  re- 
covered with  the  Costs  of  Suit,  in  any  Court  of 
Itecord*  §  144.  '  . 

If  any  Harbour-Master,  Dock-Master,  Lock- 
Keeper,  Wharfinger,  or  other  Officer,  shall  give 
undue  preference  to,  or  in  any  manner  unnecessarily 
Miard  or  obstruct  any  Vessel  passing  into  or  out  of 
the  said  Port  or  Docks,  or  from  one  station  to 
another  therein,  or  through  any  Lock  or  Flood-Gate 
Bpon  the  said  CanaY^  or  any  of  the  said  intended 
Basons,  Cuts,  6r  other  Wof-ks,  or  in  Lading  or 
Unlading  any  Goods,  at  any  of  the  Wharfs,  Cranes, 
itc.  he  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  lO/.  §  93. 

No  Vessel  of  any  description  whatsoever,  shall 
lie  across  in,  or  in  any  wise  unnecessarily  obstruct^ 
any  of  the  Entrances,  Passages,  or  Outlets  of  the 
Mid  Port  or  Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  or  be^ 
pei'mitted  to.  strike  or  run  upon  any  of  the  Locks^ 
iFlood-Gates,    or    Bridges  thereof:     And  if  aoy 

Vessel, 
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Vessel,  Navigattngi  Lading  or  Unlading  upon  tbo 
River  Thames,  within  the  Port^  or  upon  (be  Canal, 
«r  any  of  the  Docks  or  Works,  shall  be  plaoe4  or 
suffered  to  remain,  so  as  unnecessarily  to  obstruei 
the  Navigation  thereof,  the  Master,  &c.  shall  in^^ 
mediately  upon  request  made  remove  the  samei 
under  a  Penalty  not  ei^ceeding  lO/.  and  also,  nol 
exceeding  5/.  for  evQry  hour  of  such  obstructioa 
after  such  requisition :  And  the  Harbour-MasteiV 
Dock-Master,  or  other  proper  Officer,  is  empowered 
to  cause  any  such  Vessel,  to  be  removed  in  sucK 
manner,  and  to  such  places  as  shall  be  proper  for 
preventing  such  obstruction,  or  to  be  Unladen,  if 
necessary,  and  te  seize  or  distrain  such  Vessel,  and 
the  Lading  or  any  part  thereof,  until  the  chargCi 
occasioned  by  such  removal  be  paid.  ^  Q7» 

All  Laden  Vessels  going  into  any  of  ifae  said 
Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  shall  Unlade  and  Discharge 
their  Cargoes  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  afteif 
entering  therein;  and  shall  then,  without  loss  of 
time,  be  removed  into  such  part  of  the  said  Docka 
as  shall  be  set  apart  for  Light  Vessels :  And  the 
Dock-Masters  are  authorised  to  order  and  cause  ta 
be  removed  all  such  Light  Ships,  or  Vessels,  as  are 
unfit  for  service,  or  not  intended  to  be  laden  or 
fitted  out  for  the- fFesU Indies;  and  in  order  that  the 
Dock-Masters  may  have  knowledge  of  Ships  M 
circHihstanced,  the  Master  or  Owner  of  every  Ship, 
shall,  within  six  weeks  after  She  shall  have  entered 
any  of  the  said  Docks,  give  notice  to  the  IXrectorsr^ 
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that  such  Ship  is  unfit  for  service,  or  is  not  intended 
to  be  laden  or  fitted  out  for  the  fVest-IndieSy  as  the 
case  may  be,  or  on  failure  therein,  shall  forfeit  not 
exceeding  20/.     Any   Master,  Owner,   or   Person, 
having  the  charge  of  any  Vessel,   who  shall  refusio 
or  neglect  to  remove  the  same,  withip  forty-eight 
hours  after  notice  in  writing,  shall  forfeit  not  exceed- 
ing 10/.  nor  less  than  5/.  and  the  Dock^Masters  or 
their  Assistants,  may  remove  such  Vessel  out  of  the 
Docks,  &c.  and  moor  the  same  in  such  part  of  the 
River  Thames^  within  low-water-mark,  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  Harbour-Master,  or  in  any  pther  of 
the  said  Docks  and  Basons :     And  ui)on  demand  of 
payment  by  such  Dock-Masters,  from  the  Owner, 
Master,    or   Agent,    of  any  such   Vessel,    of   the 
charges  of  Removing  and  Mooring  the  same,  (such 
charges  being  first  allowed  by  jhe  Directors,)  and 
upon  neglect  or  refusal  of  payment  of  such  Charges, 
immediately  the  same  shall  be  recoverable  by  Distress 
and  Sale  of  the  Ship,  her  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Fur- 
niture, or  any  part  thereof.  §  101. 

Secondly.  'As  to  impeding  the  Navigation  of  the^ 

Canal y  &c. 

r  Before  any  Vessel  shall  enter  or  pass  into  the  said 
panal.  Docks,  Basons,  or  Cuts,  she  shall  have  her 
Sails  lowered^  so  that  she  may  not  enter  into,  or 
Navigate  jn  any  of  the  said  Works  under  Siail  j 
under  penalty  on  the  Master,  Commander,  Pilot^ 
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dr  person  having  the  care  of  the  Ship,  not  exceeding 
10/.  nor  less  than  5/.  ^  gs. 

If  any  Draw-bridge  or  Swivel-hridge,  shall  be 
laid  across  the  said  Canal,  or  any  Cut,  &c.  every 
person  opening  such  Bridge,  shall,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  shut  and  fasten  the  same  ;  and  no  person  shall 
v>ilfully  open  any  such  Bridge  when  no  Vessel  is  to 
pass  the  same,  so  as  to  interrupt  a  free  passage  for 
Travellers,  Cattle,  or  Carriages,  under  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  40s.  and  if  any  such  Bridge  shall  be  left 
open  longer  than  necessary  for  the  passage  of  any 
Vessel,  through'  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of 
any  person,  belonging  to  such  Vessel,  then  the 
Master,  or  Owner,  shall,  forfeit  for  every  such 
offence,  not  exceeding  5/.  but  in  case  the  same  shall 
happen  by  the  neglect  or  default  of  any  Officer  or 
Servant  of  the  City,  or  of  the  Dock  Company, 
such  Officer  or  Servant  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding 

40s.  ^96. 

If  any  person  shall  float,  or  place  any  Timber 
upon  the  said  Canal,  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  or 
Wharfs,  otherwise  than  as  allowed  by  the  City,  or 
the  Dock  Company  respectively,  and  on  payment  of 
such  Rates  as  may  be  agreed  M^n,  or  shall  suffer 
the  lading  of  any  Vessel,  navigating  in  any  of  the 
fiaid  Works,  to  be  over  the  side  thereof,  and  shall 
not  immediately,  when  required,  remove  such  ob- 
struction ;  or  if  any  person  shall  wantonly,  care- 
lessly, or  negligently  open,  any  Lock-Gate  Paddle^ 
belonging  to  any  Lock,  to  be  erected  on  the  said 
^        .  Works, 
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Works,  or  wantot)]y  dnd  mischievously, '  flush,  or 
draw  off,  water  from  the  said  Canal,  Dpcka,  &c.  or 
shall  suffer  any  Vessel,  to  strike  or  run  upon  ^ j  of 
the  Bridges  or  Locks  thereof,  every  person  so  offend** 
iog,  shall  forfeit  not  exceeding  5/.  ^  97. 

If  any  Owner,  Master,  Seaman,  or  Servant,  he^ 
longing  to  any  Vessel,  or  any  person  whosoever^ 
shall  throw,  or  put  aoy  Ballast,  Earth,  Asbes^ 
Stones,  &c.  into,  or  upon  any  of  the  Works,  to 
the  prejudice  thereof,  qr  into  the  River  Thames^  or 
in  any  place  between  Londwhidge  and  th^  Mouth 
of  the  River  Lea,  or  do  gtwy  ^thir  amojana  to  ikn 
s^me  respiciheljfy  or  any  j>arl  iUreofy  on  complaint 
upon  Oath,  by  any  Harbour- Master,  &c.  or  othei^ 
person,  the  same  shall  be  examined  into  by  any  one 
Justice    for    the    County,  or  place  wherein  such 

• 

offence  shall  be  committed,  who  may  fine  tlie 
Offender  not  exceeding  lo/.  for  each  of&oce ;  and 
in  case  of  non-payment,  levy  the  same  with  Costa, 
by  Distress  of  thp  Ofiender*s  Goods,  or  of  the 
Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Furniture,  of  siich  Vessel  1 
and  in  default  of  sufficient  Distress,  may  commit 
such  Offender  to  the  House  of  Correction,  for  any 
tkne  not  exceeding  thirty  days,  ^nlcss  such  penAlty 
shall  be  sooner  paid.  ^99. 

No  Owner  or  Occupier  of  any  Mill,  pr  other 
Works,  near  the  Canal,  Dooks^  Basons^  or  Cuta, 
pr  his  Servants,  shall  at  any  time  after  the  com* 
pleting  of  the  said  Canal,  &c.  use,  or  draw  dowo 
f he  water  from  them^  or  thq  «lips  or  trenches  com.^ 

fnunicating 
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CSt^  or  the  Dock  Company,  and  making  such  com*- 
pensation  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  upon  s  Tbs 
City  and  Company  src  empowered^  to  cut  off  such 
communieatkms  of  Water  on  every  such  Trespass ; 
and  every  penion  tre^sassing,  sball^  for  every  such 
t)fience,  forfeit  not  exceeding  50A  ^  100. 

TmBOLY.  Bespeeting  Injuries  to  the   Docks  and 

^  Works^ 

The  Corpora(ti6Q  of  London  are  authorised  and 
empowered  to  bring  Actbns^  and  to  prefer  Bills  of 
Indictment  against  any  persons  who  shall  Cut^ 
Damage,  or  Injure,  any  of  the  Works  to  be  erected 
or  repaired  by  the  City  ;  or  who  shall  injure  or 
destroy  the  same  whilst  doing,  or  impede  the  doing 
thereof,  or  shall  steal,  or  purloin  any  Stores,  Lead^ 
Iron,  Wood^  Bricks,  or  other  Materials,  or  any  of 
tlie  Machines^  Engines;,  or  Utensils,  used  therein; 
or  who  ahall  wilfully  do  or  suffer^  or  consent  to  any 
thing  whereby  damage  may  accrue  to  the  Houses 
£rections»  and  Buildings  to  be  purchased,  or  to  b^ 
niade  or  erected  by  virtue  of  this  Act.  §  30. 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  and  maliciously  set 
on  fire  any  of  the  Works,  or  any  Vessel  in  the  said 
Gaoal,  or  in  any  of  the  Docks,  Basons,  Cuts,  or 
ptber  Works,  shall  be  judged  guilty  of  Felony, 
without  Benefit  of  Clergy ;  and  whoever  shall  will- 
fully, or  maliciously,  breiik  down,  demolish,  cot, 
or  destroy  any  of  the  Works,  or  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
lying  in  the  fidid  Cftoal>  or  in  any  of  tbn  said  Docki^ 
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or  Works,  shall  be  punished  by  Fine,  Imprisonment, 
or  Transportation,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Judge  be* 
fore  whom  such  Offender  shall  be  convicted.  ^  104.' 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  cut,- 
break,  or  in  any  manner  destroy,  any  R6pQ|  8eo.  by 
which  any  Vessel  lying  iii  the  said  Canal,  Docks, 
Basons,  or  Cuts,  or  in  any  place  in  the  River  Tkamesy. 
between  London  Bridge  and  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Jjea,  shall  be  moored  or  fastened,  shall  forfeit  not  ex- 
ceeding loA:  But  this  shall  not  restrain  the  Harbour-  . 
Masters  and  Dock-Masters,  or  their  Assistants,  from 
exercising  any  of  their  Powers  or  Authorities  in  a- 
due  and  reasonable  manner.  %  105. 

If  any  person  shall  steal,  damage,  break,  demolish, 
or  throw  down  any  Lamp,  Lamp-Iron  or  Post,  set 
up  near  unto  and  about  the  said  Canal,  Docks,  Ba- 
sons, or  Cuts  respectively,  or  about  any  Buildings 
erected  on  or  near  ihe  said  Canal,  &c.  or  shall  wil- 
fully extinguish  the  Lights  in  the  Lamps,  or  damage 
the  Iron  or  other  Furniture  thereof,  any  person  who 
may  see  such  Offence  committed,  or  any  other  per-  , 
son  may  arrest  the  Offender  without  Warrant,  to 
convey  him  into  the  custody  of  a  Peace-Officcr,  in 
order  to  be  taken  before  any  Justice  of  Peace,  for  the 
place  where  the  Offence  shall  be  committed,  who 
may  convict  the  Offender,  and  punish  him  by  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  AGs.  for  each  Lamp,  Lamp-' 
Iron,  &c.  so  dainaf^cd,  or  for  every  Light  extin- 
guished ;  and  tlie  Offender  shall  also  make  satisfac-^ 
tion  to  the  Parties  injured,  for  the  damage  so  done, 
or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  thirCy'iky&.  %  106. 

Tho 
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The  Master  or  Owner  of  any  Vessel,  or  of  any 
Raft  or  Float  of  Timber,  is  made  answerable  for  dSr 
mage  or  mischief,  done  by  such  Vessel,  Raft,  or 
Float,  or  any  of  the  Watermen  belonging  to  the  same, 
to  the  Canal,  Docks,  or  Works ;  or  to  any  of  the 
Sluices,  &c.  or  by  lading  or  unlading  any  Vessel ; 
and  for  any  Trespass  or  Damage  done  to  the  Owners 
or  Occupiers  of  any  Buildings,  Wears,  or  Lands,  ad- 
joining the  said  Canal,  &c.  by  leaving  open  Gates  or 
Otherwise,  or  by-  any  other  Trespass  whatsoever ; 
such  Damages  to  be  recovered  of  the  Owner,  &c.  in 
Any  Court  of  Record,  with  full  Costs  of  Suit ;  and 
the  Servants  shall  be  liable  to  repay  such  Damages, 
&c.  to  their  Master  or  Employer.  §  107. 
•  Penalties  under  this  Act  (except  where  otherwise 
specifically  directed)  are  recoverable  before  one  Justice 
of  Peace,  and  may  be  mitigated  to  one  half. — An  Ap- 
peal is  given  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. — Penalties  may 
be  levied  by  Distress  and  Sale,  and  on  default  of 
sufficient  Distress,  the  Offender  may  be  imprisoned 
six  months. 

Thus  we  see  from  the  multitude  of  new  Offences, 
which  have  been  recently  created^r^  hpw  necessary  it 
will  be  to  have  a  vigilant  Police  to  carry  these  Lawa 
into  effect,  without  which  (as  has  beeti  heretofore  the 
case)  many  excellent  provisions  would  become  a  Z)^^^^ 
Ijeitery  and  Abuses  would  multiply  in  proportion  as 
yrade,  Commerce,  and  Improvements,  .are  extended. 

VI.  Of 


VI.  Of  the  Slafulesy  regulating  ihe  Navigation  rf  fh0 
Thames,  Westward  of  London. 

The  first  Statute  applicable  to  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, appears  to  have  been  passed  in  the  year  l605, 
(3  Jac.  I.  cap.  20,)  and  which  was  entitled   "  An 
Act  for  clearing  the  Passage  by  Water  from  London 
to  and  beyond  the  City  of  Oxford.^^     In  the  preamble 
to  this  Statute  it  is  stated,  That  the  River  Thames 
was  then  navigable  from  London  till  «^ithin  a  few 
miles  of  Oxford,  and  that  by  removing  some  few  ob- 
structiona,  it  might  be  made  navigable  not  only  to 
Oxford,  but  to  certain  parts  of  that  County ,  and  the 
Counties  of  Berkshire,  fViUsbire,  and  Gloucestershire , 
*'  which  would  redound  to  the  great  commodity, 
case,  benefit,  and  enrichment  of  the  said  Counties,'* 
— "  and  be  a  great  help  to  the  bettering  the  High- 
ways," by  decreasing  the  Travelling  thereon.    Eigh- 
teen Commissioners  were,  therefore,  appointed,  viz. 
One  for  the  University,  One  for  the  City,  and  Four 
for  the  County  of  Oxford,  and  Four  for  each  of  the 
three  other  Counties,  to  manage  the  Navigation,  and 
lay  an  Assessment  on  all  such  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Counties,  as  should  receive  benefit  thereby. 

This  Act  being  found  insufficient  was  repealed 
(A.  D.  1623)  by  the  Act  21  Jac,  I.  cap.  32,  by 
which  other  provisions  were  enacted  for  attaining  the 
same  purposes. 

This 
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This  Act  18  entitled  *'  An  Act  6x  making  the 
River  Thames  navigable  for  Barges,  Boats^  and 
Lighters^  from  the  Village  of  Bercot  in  the  County 
of  Oxon,  unto  the  University  and  City  of  Oxoo-"— ^ 
It  recites^  That  the  efiecting  this  Navigation  would 
be  very  convenient  for  conveying  the  stone  fmni 
Bultingitm  Quarry  to  London^  for  supplying  Oxford 
with  Coals  and  Fuel^  and  for  preserving  the  High-* 
ways ;  Eight  Commissioners  are,  therefore,  ap« 
pointed  to  conduct  this  part  of  the  Navigation,  and 
to  raise  the  sum  necessary  for  a  Tax  on  the  City  and 
University  or  Oxford  ;  A  special  provision  is  io- 
serted  in  the  Act,  that  the  course  and  channel  of  the 
Thames  shall  not  be  diverted,  and  Licence  is  given 
to  Bargemen,  &c.  as  the  passage  from  Bercot  to  Ox^ 
ford  is  against  the  stream,  to  hale  their  Barges  by 
Winches,  Ropes,  and  Engines,  worked  by  men  and 
horses  on  the  banks  of  the  River. 

The  powers  of  the  Commissicmers  under  this  Ac> 
are  by  ^  %2  of  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  5 1 .  transferred  to 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Navigation  of  the  ThamcM 
and  Isis  appointed  under  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  stated 
at  length  >n  the  subsequent  pages* 

Id  the  year  1695,  an  Act  was  passed  (6  aad  7  Wil* 
liam  III.  cap.  16,)  ^'  to  prevent  exactions  of  the 
Occupiers  of  Locks,  and  Wears  upon  the  River  of 
Thames,  Westward,  and  for  ascertaining  the  Ri^tes 
of  Water-carriage  upon  the  said  River."  The  pre- 
amble to  thb  Act  recites,  ^'  That  the  Rivers  of 
Thama  and  his^  had  timet  out  of  mind  beea  nav^ga* 
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thenceior  some  years past,Somewhat  mrmerthan/jCcA- 
Iqde  in  Glouseslershre,  and  that  for  the  convenience 
of  the  Navigation,  there  had  been  several  Locks, 
FIpod-Gates,  &c.  on  the  said  Rivers,  the  Tenanei 
and  Occupiers  of  which,  were  entitled  to  -fake  a 
reasonable  price  for  all  Vessels  using  the  same,  fbr 
their  assistance  in  their  passage ;  but  that  of  late 
years  they  had  raised  their  prices  so  high,  that  the 
price  of  Water-carriage  had  also  been  much  raised, 
and  that  several  abuses  had  been  committed  by  the 
Bargemen  on  the  Rivera :" 

The  Justices  of  Peace  of  the  Counties  of  ff^I/s, 
Glouegster,OxforJ,Beris,aTyi Bucks,  v!erc,hy  the  Act, 
appointed  Commissioners,  to  make  orders  for  ascer- 
taining the  prices  to  be- paid  by  Boats  for  the  use  of 
the  Locks;  and  for  r^ialating  the  Navigation.  A 
reservation  was  made,  in  fiivour  of  the  powers  of  thei 
Commissioners  under  the  preceding  Act,  0,1  Jac.  I. , 
cap.  32,  and  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  London 
and  other  Corporations. 

This  Act,  which  was  passed  for  nine  years,  was 
revived  and  amended  by  the  Statute  3  Geo.  II.  c.  1 1. 
•and  further  continued  by  §  1  of  22  Geo.  II.  c.  46  : 
But  at  length  was  repealed  by  the  Act  next  men- 
tioned. 

The  Statute  24  Geo.  11.  cap.  8,  was  passed  in  the 
year  1751,  "for  the  better  carrying  on  and  regula- 
ting the  Navigation  of  the  Rivers  Thamts  and  his; 
from  Londm^  Westwwd,  to  CncUa'de  in  Wiltshire  ;** 

by 
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by  this  Act  air  persons  rated  to  the  Land-Tax,  for 
300/.  a  year  in  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Surry ^ 
Berks y  Bucks ,' Oxford,  Gloucester,  and  WiUs,  with  the 
Vice-  Chancellor  and  Heads  of  Colleges,  in  Oxford, 
•and  the  Mayors  of  Corporation  and  Borough-towns 
lying  on  the  said  Rivers,  were  made  Commissioners 
for  carrying  the  Act  into  execution ;  and  divers 
•powers  were  conferred  on  them  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  almost  all  of  which  were  virtually  annulled  or 
suspended  by  a  subsequent  Act  in  the  year  1771. 

One  provision  in  this  Act  appears^  however,  to  be 
still  in  force,  and  to  which  it  may  be  doing  the 
Public  service,  to  draw  the  attention  of  Magistrates. 

"  Any  Bargeman,  Boatman,  or  other  person,  being 
part  of  the  Crew  of  any  Barge,  &c.  stealing,:  selling, 
consuming,  adulterating,  or  embezzling  any  Cyder, 
&c.  Coals,  Wheat,  or  other  Goods,  part  of  the 
Freight  of  such  Barge,  &c,  shall  forfeit  40x.  And 
in  default  of  immediate  payment  thereof  be  .com- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Correction,  not  exceeding  two 
months,  by  any  one  Justice,  for  the  County  wherein, 
or  adjoining  to  the  place  where  the  Offence  is  com- 
mitted, '24  Geo,  II.  cap.  8,  ^  15." 

__  t    »       .  ,4 

^  The  subsequent  Acts  are  to  be  considered  under 
the  two  following  Heads : 

First,  As  they  respect  the  Jurisdiction^  West  of 
the  City  Boundary  at  Staines'-Brjdge. 

Secondly j^  As  they  respect  ,the  Conferva torial  Juj 
^jsdiction  of  the  City  of  Londoni.  ...  a 

5  "  First: 
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• 

.Fibst:  In  the  year  177l|  an   Act  was  passed 

11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45^  under  which  (as  explained  by 

the  Statutes  15  Geo.   IIL  cap.  11.;  28  Geo.  III. 

cap.  5 1  ;  and  35  Geo.  IIL  cap.  106.)  the  Navigatba 

Westward  of  the  City  Boundary,    near  Staines'** 

Bridge,  is  now  regulated. 

By  this  Act^  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45*  the  Navigatioa 

of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Isis,  from  London  to  Crick^ 

Jade  in  Wiltshire,  was  di? ided  into  six  Districts,  viz : 

/ 

1st.  District  between  London  and  the  City-stone 
^     above  Staines* -Bridge. 

2d.  District  between  the  City -Stone  and  BouU 
ter^s  Lock, 

3d.  District  between  Boulters  Lock  and  Maple^ 
Durham. 

4th.  District  between  Maple-Durham  and  SMh 
Ungford. 

5th.  District  between  ShiHingford  and  Oxford. 

6th.  District  between  O^p/br^  and  CnVHif7^<?. 

In  this  StatDte  there  was  a  saving  of  the  Jutisdic*- 
|io«  of  the  City  of  London  :  and  the  ConimissioDers 
under  the  Act  were  prohibited  iix>ni  erecting  Wears, 
ToU-Gates,  &c.  within  the  City  Jurisdiction.  Ana, 
aa  the  nianagement  of  the  first  of  the  above  Districts 
|S  now  vested  wholly  in  the  Corporation  of  London, 
by  the  Statutes  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  9l,and  17  Geo.  III. 
oap.  1 89  the  detail  of  the  provisions  of  those  Acts, 
4ad  of  tl^  penalties  imposed  by  them^  sfaaU  imme>» 
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^ialdjr  follow  that  of  the  Act  1 1  Grco.  III.  cap.  45. 
«nd  m  explanatory  Acts;  of  which  the  following  are 
^hc  most  interesting  particulars. 

The  Act  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  sets  oiit  with  recit- 
itig,  that  the  Commissioners  under  the  former  Acl^ 
24  6m.  IL  cap.  8.  for  want  of  proper  ^owers^  had 
not  been  able  to  prevent  frequent  abuses  and  exae^ 
tioi»  by  the  Owners  of  Towing-paths,  Locks,  Flood- 
Gates,  &c.  and  by  the  Barge-Masters  and  their  Ser- 
vants ;  by  reason  of  which,  the  price  of  Water-car- 
riage was  much  raised,  and  the  Navigation  greatly 
damaged  ; — And  that  the  expence  necessary  to  mak^e 
Turnpikes,  £mbankments,Towing- paths,  and  Bridget, 
over  small  Streams,  emptying  themselves  into  th^ 
Rivers,  in  order  to  complete  the  Navigation  woutd 
amount  to  a  large  sum  of  money  : 

FiM*  completing  the  Navigation,  and  preventing 
Abuses  in  future,  G)mmissioners  were  appointed— • 
who  now  (by  35  Geo.  III.  cap.  106.)  must  consist  of 
the  following  description  of  persons,  viz : 

The  members  of  Parliament  for  the  Couhtiesof 
f^iUs,  Gloucester,  Oxford,  Berks,  and  Bucks,  and  all 
Cities  and  Towns  therein ;  for  the  University  of 
Oxford,  for  the  Q?unties  of  Middlesex  and  Surry,  and 
for  London,  tVesfminsier,  and  Soutkwark : — The  Lord 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  London ; — The  Vice  Chan- 
cellor, and  Heads  of  the  Colleges  of  Oxford ;— Dean 
end  Canotis  oiChrisi'Church,  and  of  Windsor ;— rPro- 
vost  and  Fellows  of  Eton : — ^The  Rectors  and  Incum- 
bents of  the  Parishes  bordering  on  the  Thames  and 

I  I  Isis, 
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Isis,  on  both  sides,  from  Siaines  to  CricUade  ;-^Th« 
Mayors  and  Recorders  o(  Oxford,  Ahmgdon,  fValUng^ 
fordy  Readings  Henley ,  Maidenhead  and  Windsor  ;-— 
The  senior  Bridge- Warden  of  Great  Marlow  ; — The 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Works  at  Windsor  Castle  ;— 
Every  person  seized  in  his  own  rights  or  in  right  of  bis 
Wife,  of  Freehold  or  Copyhold  Lands,  &c.  of  lOOA 
a  year,  in  the  five  Counties  above-named^  or  being 
Heir  apparent  to  200/.  a  year ; — Every  person,  re- 
siding in  either  of  the  said  Counties,  having,  or 
being  Heir  apparent  to,  Freehold  and  Copyhold 
Land,  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain  to  that  anu>unt,  or 
possessed  of  a  personal  Estate  of  3000/. — or  finally, 
being  a  Holder  of  Loans  on  the  Navigation, '  to  the 
amount  of  500/.  Acting  without  being  qualified,  in- 
curs a  penalty  of  200/, 

The  Commissioners  are  by  11  Geo.  IIL  cap.  45. 
enabled  to  borrow  50,000/.  and  by  28  Geo.  IIL 
cap.  5 1 .  25,000/.  more ;  by  this  latter  Act, .  and 
35  Geo.  III.  cap.  106,  the  mode  of  proceeding  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  exercise  of 
their  powers,  as  relates  to  the  management  of  these 
Funds,  are  regulated  and  ascertained ;  the  Tolls  and 
Works  are  vested  in  the  Commissioners,  and  they  are 
enabled  to  bring  and  defend  Actions,  in  the  name  of 
their  Treasurer,  or  General  Clerk  ;  and  to  make  Bye- 
laws,  with  Penalties  not  exceeding  10/.  to  enforde 
their  regulations,  in  the  several  particulars,  within 
their  Jurisdiction. 

Under  the  several  Acts  already  quoted,  the  Com-r 
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l^issidnfcrs  are  enabled  to  piirfchasie'  Houses  orliands; 
for  making  ,Towing-paths,  Banks,  Roacfs,  Bridget, 
Ferries,  &c.  to  purchase  arid  makt  Wharfs,  Lock^, 
Flood-Gates,  &c.  to  make  poanfd  Locks,  or  Turn- 
pikes, to  settle  the  Rates  to  be  taken  from  all  Barged; 
for  the  use  of  the  Towing-paths,  &c;  either  by  men 
or  horses,  or  for  passing  through^  or  using  pound 
Locks,  Wears,  Ferries,  &c.  to  distrain  for  Tolls^  and 
to  let  them  ;  to  make  Ordiers  and  Regulations  as  to 
the  size  and  draught  of  Barges ;  to  settle  proper 
gages  in  the  sides  thereof,  and  how  deep  they  shall 
lade,  so  as  not  to  draw  more  than  their  proper  depth 
of  water,  not  exceeding  three  feet  ten  inches  in  any 
cdse ;  as  also  to  make  all  other  necessary  Ratcs> 
Rules,  and  Regulations,  concerning  the  Navigation, 
the  use  of  the"  Towing-Paths,  the  management  of 
Flood-<fttes,  the  opening  and  shutting  thereof,  and 
the  making  Satisfaction  to  Millers  and  Land-Owner^j 
&c.  for  damages  occasioned  by  their  neglect^  and  as 
to  the  behaviour  of  Bargemen,  &c.  so  as  to  remedy 
all  Abuses  whatever,  committed  in  the  Navigation  ; 
but  not  to  divert  the  course  of  the  River. 

The  price  of  Lockage  is  not  to  exceed  four^ fence 
per  Ton  per  Lock,  and  is  to  be  fixed  up  at  each  Lockf 
as  the  price  of  towing  is  to  be,  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  each  Fare.  The  Commissioners  are  em- 
powered to  oblige  persons  to  keep  their  Locks^ 
Wears^  Ditches,  and  Drains,  in  repair ;  and>  on  non- 
compliance, the  Commissioners  may  repair  the  same^ 
and  levy  the  expence  by  Distress  and  Sale  on  the 

lift  Owner. 


464  TRfiATISB   ON 

Ownef.  They  are  to  fix  Water-marks  on  each 
Lock  or  Wear,  below  or  above  which,  no  Owner 
thereof  shall  let  the  Water  fall  or  rise,  unless  for  the 
purpose  of  repairing  of  the  Locks  or  Mills,  or  for 
fishing  at  proper  seasons :  A  Penalty  o^  50/.  is  im- 
posed on  all  persons  acting  contrary  to  the  above 
directions,  by  ^  Q  of  1 1  Gleo.  III.  cap.  45. 

By  §  4  of  15  Geo.  IIL  cap.  12.  a  Penalty  of  lO/.  is 
imposed  on  the  Tenants  or  persons  intrusted  with  the 
opening  and  shutting  of  old  Ixx:ks,  Flood-gates,  &c. 
who  shall  neglect  to  open  the  same,  whenever  the 
Water  is  above  the  High- water  Mark,  and  to  keep 
them  open,  until  the  Water  is  sank  below  such 
Mark. 

For  the  purpose  of  fixing  these  Water-marks,  and 
keeping  the  Locks  in  repair,  the  Commissioners  are 
authorised  and  directed  to  take  views,  and  receive  in- 
formation on  Oath,  from  time  to  time :  And  a  Pe* 
nalty  not  exceeding  50/.  nor  less  than  lO/.  is  im- 
posed on  Occupiers  or  Owners  of  Locks,  &c.  remov* 
ing  the  Water^marks  set  by  the  Commissioners. 
1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  §  20. 

On  complaint  that  the  Water  ruqs  over  the  Wa- 
ter-marky  and  that  Meadows  are  in  danger  of  being 
overflowed,  two  Commissioners  may  order  the  Oc- 
cupiers, &c.  of  Locks,  to  open  the  same ;  ^nd  ascer- 
tain the  satisfaction  due  for  the  damage  occasbned  by 
overflowing ;  and  the  Tenants  or  Occupiers  of  such 
Locks,  &c.  not  paying  such  compensation  within 
three  days,  shall  forfeit  40^.  over  and  above  the  sum 
ordered  to  be  pai4.  1 1  Geo« JU.  cap.  45.  ^  21. 

The 
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The  O>mnn[i6sioner$  are  directed  to  keep  up  a  pro- 
per head  of  Water,  for  working  Mills,  &c.  adjoining 
to  Locks,  fac.  an<i  in  case  of  deficiency,  in  so  doing, 
or  in  repairiing  the  Locks,  &c.  the  Owner  may  apply 
to  two  Justices,  to  view  the  Locks^  &c.  out  of  repair, 
who  shall  certify  what  repairs  are  necessary,  to  the 
Commissioners  ;  and  on  their  not  repairing,  the 
Owner  may  repair^  and  recover  the  amount  from  the 
Commissioners,  or  receive  the  Tolls  at  the  Lock,  till 
he  is rermburscd.  11  6eo«  IIL  cap.  45.  §  11. 

Tlie  Commissioners  are  empowered  from  time  to 
time,  to  fix  the  Rates  of  Carriage  of  all  Goods,  in 
Barges,  and  the  Fares  for  the  use  of  Horses,  from  one 
place  to  another  on  the  said  Rivers  ;  such  Rates  to 
be  stuck  up  at  the  Locks,  and  at  Market-places, 
Church-doors,  &c.  and  published  in  the  Newspapers : 
a  Penalty  of  20/.  is  imposed  on  Proprietors  of  Barges, 
taking  more  than  their  Fares  so  fixed,  after  twenty 
days  from  the  publication  thereof ;  and  50/.  on  any 
person  acting  contrary  to  any  Rules  or  Orders,  made 
by  the  Commissioners.  11  Geo.  IIL  cap.  45.  §  14. 

Great  Nuisances  and  Damages  having  happened 
on  the  said  Navigation,  to  light-laden  Vessels,  by 
Timber  and  deep-laden  Vessels,  lying  across  or 
aground  in  the  Rivers,  and  by  Stones,  Dung,  and 
other  Nuisances^  lying  on  the  Towing-paths,  and 
obstructing  the  passage  of  such  light-laden  Vessels^ 
any  one  Commissioner,  on  his  own  view,  or  on  com- 
plaint may  (by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal)  order 
the  Proprietor  of  such  Timber,  &c.  and  the  Owners 

and 


and  Navigators  of  such  deep4aden  Barges^  to  re? 
pio ve  such  Obstructions,  by  carrying  away  the  TiniT 
ber,  &c.  or  lightening  the  Vessels,  so  as  to  sufier  the 
light-laden  Vessels' to  pass;  and  on  noo-coropliance^ 
may  levy  on  the  Offender  s  Goods,  or  on  the  Tackle 
of  the  Barge,  such  Penalty,  not  exceeding  10/.  nos 
less  than  40^.  as  he  shall  think  adequate  to  the  Da- 
mage suffered  by  the  Owner  of  such  light-laden  Vesr 
sel,  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  §  22. 

No  person  whatever  shall  anchor  or  moor,  or  lie 
within  any  Barge,  Boat,  or  Vessel,  in  any  part  of 
Ta flow  Mill  Stream i  between  the  Lock  in  the  said 
Stream,  and  Clemash  Meadows^  under  Penalty  of  5k 
on  the  Owner  or  person  having  the  conduct  of  such 
Barge.  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  Ql.  ^  20. 

All  Wharfingers  on  the  Banks  of  tjie  Rivers,  arc 
directed  to  keep  regular  Entries  of  all  Groods  brought 
to  their  Wharfs  for  Carriage,  and  to  give  Receipts 
for  the  same  if  required ;  and  every  B^rgeqft^ter  is 
to  lade  and  forward  the  same,  aqcordjng  to  priority 
of  Eiitry  in  the  Wharfinger!s  Book,  without  any  un- 
due preference,  except  in  case  of  Goods  of  a  perish- 
able nature;  under  Penalties  not  exceeding  5/.  nqi: 
less  than  20^.  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  \  25, 27,. 

Barge-Masters  and  Owners  of  Vessels,  pre  made 
liable,  in  Actions  of  Trespass,  {cc.  for  any  Daniage.or 
Mischief  done  or  committed  by  their  Vessel,  or  by 
ihe  Crew,  cither  to  the  Goods  laden  on  board  such 
Vessel ;  or  to  the  Property  of  Persons  in  or  on  the 
Banks  of  the  River.  U  Geo.  III.  cap.  45.  §  38. 

Barges 
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Barges  laden  with  Manure  arc  exempted  from 
Tolfej  and  a  Penalty  not  exceeding  lO/.  is  innposed 
on  persons  claiming  any  exemption  not  being  en-t 
titled  thereto.  28  Geo.  III.  cap.  51.  §  g,  10. 

By  ^  1 1  of  the  same  Act,  (28  Geo.  III.)  persons  pas- 
sing, or  attempting  to  pass,  any  Locks  without  paying 
Tolls,  shall  forfeit  lO/.  over  and  above  the  Tolls ;  and 
may  be  apprehended  and  taken  before  a  Justice,  who 
may  levy  the  Penalties  by  Distress  on  theTackle  of  the 
Vessel,  or  commit  the  Offender  to  the  House  of  Cor* 
rection  for  three  months. 

By  §  13  of  that  Act,  every  Vessel  laden  with 
Goods,  is  to  have  full  two  inches  of  clear  board  in  the 
shallowest  part  of  her  Gunwale,  above  the  surface  of 
the  Water  \  under  Penalty  of  20/.  on  the  Owner  or 
Pterson  navigating  the  Barge. 

By  I  15  of  that  Act,  every  Barge  drawing  more 
than  three  feet  ten  inches  Water,  or  more  than 'shall 
be  from  time  to  time  allowed  by  the  Commissioners, 
or  not  having  two  inches  clear  board,  in  the  shal- 
lowest part  of  her  Gunwale,  above  the  surface  of  the 
Water,  shall  pay  double  TolU^  and  may  be  removed 
out  of  the  navigable  Channel,  until  lightened  and  re- 
duced to  its  proper  draft  of  Water. 

The  thirty^sccond  Section  of  the  Act,  35  Geo.  III. . 
cap.  106.  deserves  particular  attention;     It  recites. 
That  •'the  Navigation  of  the  Rivers  T^w^j  and 

Jsis^  had  long  been  a  very  useful  Chinnel  of  Convey- 

« 

ance  for  cumbrous  and  heavy  Goods,  between  seve-- 
ra}  inland  Countie& ;  that  the  Commerce  of  the  said 

River 
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&V  meatis  of  several  Canals  which  commumcale  vj'tthib^ 
Rhers  Thames  and  Jsis,  between  Cr'tcklade  and  the 
Fort  of  London^  so  that  it  is  become  essenUa^  necn- 
sary  for  these  purposes,  and  to  accommodate  the  ge- 
neral Commerce  of  Uie  Kingdom,  that  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  said  Rivers  should  be  rendered  safe,  easy, 
certain,  at  aa  little  expeoce  afi  possible ;  and  that  the 
several  persons  interested  by  residence  or  mercatntile. 
Undertakings,  as  well  as  the  Public  at  large,  should 
be  thoroughly  informed,  from  time  to  time,  of  the. 
measures  taken,  and  the  sums  expendet^  for  the 
preservation  and  improvement  of  the  said  Navi- 
gation :" 

The  Commissioners  are  therefore  required,  to  tnaka 
out,  annually.an  account  up  to  the.  3,1st  of  December, 
of  all  Money  borrowed,  and  Tdls  received,  and  of 
a^i^aymems  andDisbursements  made^reapectingthe 
smd  Navigation,  to  be  signed  by  seven  Commission- 
ers, and  the  General  Clerk,  and  laid  before  both, 
Houses  of  Parliament,  between  the  1st  and  lotb  of 
February  each  year,  or  within  ten  days  of  the  next 
sitting  after  those  days:  A  Copy  qC  the  Accounta 
is  also  be  inserted  in  the  Oxford  and  Reading-  News^ 
papers,  and  presented  to  the  Epiphany  Quarts  E^s- 
sions  for  the  Counties  of  Oxforilj  Berks,  and  Bfcis. 
By  §  23  and  34  of  29  Geo.  Ill,  cap,  61,.  Al^ 
Penalties  and  Forfeitures  under  that,  or  any  of  the 
preceding  Acts,:  or  inflicted  by  the  CommissioneFB, 
piay  be  recovfurad  in  a  suffiraarj^  way,  Ifefqre  oiks 

Justice 
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Justice  {(x4be  County  where  the  OfFence  is  com- 
mitted^ or  before  any  three  Commissiooera  at  a 
District  Meeting ;  aiKl  be  levied  by  Distress  and 
S»le ;  with  an  ^peal  to  the  General  Meetings^  or 
ta  the  Qroarter  Sessions. 

By  i  35  of  the  Act  35  Geow  III.  cap.  106,  Juris* 
diction  is  given  to  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  residing 
and  acting  for  the  Counties  adjoining  the  Rivers*,  to 
t£^ke  cognizance  of  any  Complaint  respecting  any 
Ofl^nce  committed  on  the  said  Rivers^  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  by  the  Warrant  of  any  such  Justice, 
the  O'Sender  shaU  be  apprehended^  iffouad  on  tke^ 
said  Rivers  or  any  part  thereof^  and  taken  before 
such  Justice;  who  may  examine  into  and  determine 
on  the  said  Offence^  and  order  the  same  to  be 
punished)  as  if  the  OfFence  had  been  committed, 
and  the  Offender  apprehended,  within  the  Countjf 
for  which  the  Justice  is  empowered  to  act.. 

Secondly.  The  yurtsdictlon  of  fh^  Chy  of  London 
on  this  pari  of  the  Thames,  is  next  to  be  considered. 

This  is  regulated  in  the  first  place,  by  the  Act 
passed  in  the  year  VJT^^  (14  Geo*  III.  cap.  gi.) 
the  Preamble  to  which  recites,  the  Conservatorial 
Jurisdiction  of  the  City  on  the  Jtiver,  (within  the 
limits  repeatedly  stated  in  this  Work :)  It  also 
recites  the  Act  of  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45,  with  the  reser- 
vations therein  mentioned  of  the  City  Jurisdiction  ; 
aAd  states,  that  the  Commissioneis  under  that  Act, 

being 
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being  so  restrained  from  exercising  tome  of  their 
principal  authorities  within  the  City  District,  had  not 
attempted  the  execution  of  the  Act  there :— Thae 
the  improvement  of  the  Navigation  in  that  District 
would  be  of  great  public  utility : — ^That  the  City 
were  willing  to  apply  10,000/.  if  necessary,  out  of 
their  own  Estates,  to  improve  the  Navigation,  with-. 
out  imposing  any  Tolls  within  their  Jurisdiction  : — 
That  the  Powers  enjoyed  by  the  City,  were  not 
sufficiently  effectual  for  tompleting  the  Navigation  ; 
and  that  it  was  apprehended  that  the  Powers  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act  11  Geo.  III.  cap.  45, 
would  clash  with  those  necessary  to  be  granted  to 
the  City: 

So  much  of  the  Act  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap.  45,  is  there- 
fore  repealed,  as  gave  any  jurisdiction  to  the  Cork 
missioners  under  that  Act,  within  the  City  District. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen, and  Commons  in  Common- 
Council  assembled,  are  authorised  to  improve  and  com- 
pletc  the  Navigation  within  the  City  Jurisdiction,  and 
for  that  purpose,  to  appoint  a  Committee  with  full 
Powers  :  but  the  Members  of  which  must  not  have 
any  Office  or  Contract  under  the  Act. 

Powers  are  given  to  the  Common-Council  to 
make  such  Orders  as  to  the  purchase  of  Lands,  for 
Towing  Paths,  Wharfs,  Locks,  &c.  as  to  the  size 
and  draught  of  Vessels;  the  opening  and  shuttings 
Ix>cks ;  the  regulation  of  Barges  ;  the  behaviour  of 
Bargemen  ;  and  reparations  for  Damages  done,  &c. 
as   to   them    shall  seem    meet.    And  the  necessary 

Clauses 
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Qs^useiS  fiMr.fMirchasing  and  Qonveying  of  Lands,  arc 
inserted  at  fqll  length. 

.  The  lilce  Powers  are  given  to  set  the  Fares  for 
Carriage  of  Gpods^  and  the  ute  of  Horses  within 
i^he ,  said  District,  by  the  Comnioij-Council^  as  are 
given  to  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  1 1  Geo. 
JIL  cap.  45  ;  sanctioned  also  by  a  Penalty  of  20A 
on  persons  taking  more  than  the  Fares  so  set,  to  bo 
recovered  in  a  summary  way  before  the  Lord  Mayor, 
pr  one  Aldernian,  or  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Middlesex  or  Surry ;  with  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions  in  London^  Middlesex,  or  Surry. 

In  the  year  1777,  was  passed  the  Act,  (J7  Geo. 
III.  cap.  18.)  "  for  enabling  the  City  of  London  to. 
purchase  the  Tolls  then  pa3'able  for  navigating  on 
tfbe  Thames  westward  of  London  Bridge,  within 
t^e  ^ity  Liberties  ;  and  for  laying  a  snuill  Toll  in 
Jicu  thereof  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  com* 
plcting  the  paid  Navigation." 

The  Preamble  to  this  Act,  recites  the  foregoing 
Act  14  Geo;  III.  cap.  94,  and  states,  that  the  City 
had  proceeded  to  carry  it  into  execution..  That 
several  necessary  and  expensive  Works  had  Jbeen 
per^rmed  within  their  Jurisdiction  to  the  improve* 
9vpnt  of  the  Navigation,  and  reducing  the  e^^pences 
thereof — that  the  City  had  applied  near  10,000/.  in 
this  servicp,  out  of  their  own  Estates,  but  found 
that  further  Works  were  still  necessary  to  improve 
the  Navigation,  the  probable  expence  of  which  had 
been  estimated  at  8,000/.  more  :  besides  a  considcr-v 

able 
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able  ^nual  expei>ce  to  b^  itidUrred  >n  M^jkHiting  aR<! 
repairing  the  Works — that  the  City  were  desirous  of 
beiivg  enabled  to  puit^h^kft  Ih^  exi^i^ng  T61l6^  and 
propo^d  that  they  ftbuld  thfen  cease,  as  ihey  appre^ 
hemled  from  the  circt^sUni^esand  nature  cf  the  said 
Toils,  that  they  were  attended  with  great  inconve- 
niences to  the  Natigition  -and  the  Public  : — And 
finaHy,  that  the  City  in  drder '  to  Carry  the  good 
purposes  of  the  former  Act  into  Execution,  to  enabid 
tbenv  to  purchase  the  existing  Td)b,  tf/rrf  i<>' complete 
the  Nawgaiion,  were  also  desirous  of  being  cn>pow- 
cred  to  lay  a  small  Tell  in  lieu  of  the  old  Tolls  upon 
Barges  navigating  the  River  within  the  City  Juris- 
diction: 

Power  was  therefore  given  to  the  Corporation  to 
purchase  the  Old  ToHs  and  Duties  from  thei^ 
Owners ;  immediately  on  which  the  said  Tdls  were 
to  ceasp  aivd  determine. 

In  consideration  of  the  great  charges  and  expencea 
Aat  the  City  would  be  at,  inimpiovmg  and  eomfUiwg 
the  said  Nawgafion,  and  for  keeping  the  Works  in 
repair,  and  in  purchasing  the  Old  Tolls  and  Duties  j 
the  Corporation  is  empowered  and  authorised,  to 
demand  and  receive,  from  all  Barges  and  Vessels^ 
(above  three  Tons  burthen,  and  not  being  Pleasure- 
boats,)  navigated  on  the  said  River,  or  on  any  part 
thereof,  between  London  Bridge  and  the  City  Stone 
above  Staines'  Bridge,  such  Tolls,  as  the  Corporation, 
{upon  due  consideration  of  the  expences  of  improving 
mid  completing  the  said  Navigation,  and  purchasing 

2  the 
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the  Old  ToUb^)  diould  think  proper ;  not  exceeding 
the  following, ;   viz. 

per  Tom,  . 

For  all  Barges  or  Vessels  iiavigated  Westward   of  i       .  . 

London  Bridge  to  Sirand-on^the-Gnen,  or  Brentford  J 

To  Isliumrfb  or  Richmond    •     •     . id. 

To  Tu/fc^^^mor  7#4s/Si&'i^/0ff  » i|d« 

To  Kingston  ox  Hampton^fflci    •     «     .     .      •     «     •  2d. 

To  Dittonf  Hampton-Court^  Moulsey,  or  Hampton  .     •  a|d« 
To   Suniury,    Walton^   Hawford^    Shepperton^    ^^   1       , 

Weyhridge J  ^  ' 

To  Chertsey  or  Laleham 3! d- 

To  Staines  and  upwards 4d. ' 

.  The  said  Tolls  to  be  collected,  according  to 
Regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Corporation  ;  and  in 
case  of  denial  of  payment,  to  be  recoverable  by 
Action,  in  any  Court  of  Record  ;  or  by  seizing  and 
detaining  the  Vessels  tijl  payment ;  or,  on  non-pay- 
ment within  four  days,  the  Vessel  to  be  appraised 
and  sold,  as  in  case  of  Distress  for  Rent. 

Every  Owner  of  any  Barge  or  Vessel  passing  on 
the  River  Thames,  in  the  said  limits,  i^  to  paint  his 
name  in  white  Capital  Letters,  six  inches  long,  on 
each  of  the  outsidcs  of  bis  Barge,  higher  than  the 
same  shall  sink  into  the  water  when  full  laden :  and 
also  permit  his  Barge  to  be  Measured  and  Ganged^ 
^nd  marked  with  the  number  of  Tons  burthen,  at 
the  expence  of  the  City,  whenever  required ;  under 
Penalty  of  40x.  to  be  recovered  in  a  summary  way 
l>y  information  on  Oath  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  one 

Alderman, 
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Alderman,  or  one  Justice  of  Peace,  for  Middlesest^ 
or  Surry y  and  leviable  by  Distress  and  Sale. 

The  Corporation  is  enipowered  to  erect  Toll- 
gates  ;  and  to  appoint  Collectors  of  the  Tolls,  who 
are  to  pay  the  same  into  the  Chamberlain's  Office, 
and  account  to  tbe  Court  of  Aldermen  ;  or  on  refusal 
to  account,  &c.  may  be  committed  to  Newgate^  or 
the  Common  Gaol  of  tlhe  County,  by  tbe  Lord 
Mayor,  or  one  Alderman,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
till  payment  or  composition  made. 

All  Monies  raised  by  Virtue  of  the  Act,  are 
vested  in  the  Corporation,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur* 
poses  of  this  and  tbe  former  Act,  '^  and  an  account 
of  the  said  Tolls  and  Duties  granted  by  this  Act, 
shall  be  annually  laid  before  Parliament/'  The  cxe*  * 
cution  of  which  latter  Clause,  is  no  otherwise  pro- 
'vided  for,  than  by  the  foregoing  general  words. 

The  Corporation  is  empowered  to  borrow  1 5,000/. 
on  the  Credit  of  the  Tolls,  and  to  assign  them  as 
a  security  :  or  to  grant  annuities,  chargeable  on  tbe 
produce,  of  the  Trolls. 

Tbe  Common-Council  may  appoint  Committees, 
to  carry  the  Act  into  execution,  the  Members  of 
which  must  not  hold  any  Plage,  or  Contract,  under 
the  Act :— And  an  appeal  is  given  frpm  thje  order  of 
any  Justice,  to  tho  general  Quarter  Sessions  in  Za»-  « 
4on^  Middlesex^  or  Surry. 

When  the  probable  amount  of  the  Tolls  thus 
granted  to  the  City,  is  taken  into  consideration, 
with  the  time  (now  twenty- three  years)  elapsed 
4  since 
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since  the  passing  the  last  Act,  in  the  ccnirse  of 
which,  it  is  to  be  presunied,  that  the  City  have  had 
ample  opportunity  for  purchasing  the  Old  Tolls, 
and  paying  off  any  incumbrance  caused  by  such 
purchase  ;  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  complaints 
should  exist,  of  defects  in  the  Navigation  of  that 
part  of  the  River  Thames,  so  peculiarly  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Corporation  of  London. 

The  annual  receipt  of  these  Tolls,  calculated  at  an 
average  of  3J.  per  Ton  on  800,000  Tons,  will 
amount  to  10,000/.  It  has  been  loosely  stated,  (see 
pages  312,  31 6,)  that  the  City  expend  in  repairing 
the  avenues  to  the  River,  and  Public  Stairs,  and 
Docks,  and  cleansing  the  River,  6,950/.  To  whaf 
part  of  the  River  this  applies,  is  not  very  clear ;  but 
the  following  Extracts  from  a  printed  Memorial,  are 
deserving  the  most  serious  attention  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  Public— With  these  Extrects,  the  Author 
will  conclude  this  part  of  this  subject ;  he  has  been 
induced  to  enlarge  on  it  more  particularly,  as  it  is 
of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Trade  of  the 
Country,  and  as  the  Acts  abridged  and  digested  in 
the  preceding  pages,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
general  Editions  of  the  Statutes  at  large,  being  of  a 
local  and  confined  nature :  the  insertion  of  all  the 
Acts  of  which  kind,  would  swell  our  Statute*book, 
perhaps,  to  nearly  twice  its  present  enormous  bulk* 

The  Memorial  alluded    to,  (and  which    comes 

from  a  body  of  persons  deeply  concerned  and  intc- 

rmed  in  the  Free  Navigation  of  the  River  Thames, 

6  through 
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throi:^  which  tbeir  Barges  neceasarilj  pass^  in  goio^ 
to  and  from  their  respective  Rivers^)  repreicnts  "  that 
consider^le  Shoals  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate 
and  continue  in  different  parts  of  the  Bed  of  the 
River  Thames,  end  that  the  Towing  Path  in  vamms 
places  is  suffered  to  fall  into  decay,  by  which  the 
mtcrcourse  between  the  Metropolis  and  thoee  Canais^ 
which  have  cost  the  Proprietors  more  than  a  MdUoft 
§f  Money,  is  much  impeded  and  interrupted,  and 
ioT  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year  entire^  pre^ 
vented^ 

^^  One  considerable  Shoal  presents  itself  at  Stadmty^ 
(within  the  City  Jurisdiption,)  where  the  River,  in 
Summer  and  in  dry  Seasons  is  so  shallow,  that 
Barges  laden  only  three  feet  deep  are  incapable  of 
passing ;  and  at  such  times  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
see  thirty  or  more  Bai^es.detained  from  ten  to  twelve 
or  fourteen  days  ;  and  higher  up,  where  the  River  vk 
at  such  times  much  ^^llowcr.  Barges  are  detained 
m  or  more  weeks  from  the  same  cause. 

^^In  the  beginning  of  February  last,  eigtit  out  tii 
twelve  Horses  that  were  drawing  two  Windsor 
Barges,  with  ninety  Tons  o(  Goods  on  board,,  were 
lost,  owing  entirely,  as  it  has  been  clearly  and  dr» 
'  cumstantially  stated,  to  a  deep  Slough  in  the  Tow- 
ing Path,  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  an  tMs 
side  Kingstm ;  and  there  is  another  part  equally  dc* 
fective  near  the  Month  ef  the  1¥ey,  Both  these 
Places  (being  within  the  City  Jurisdiction,)  have 
been  presented  to  an  Agent  iat  the   City,  but 

no 
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no  tiotice  has  been  taken  of  the  G>mplaint^  nor  anjr. 
remedy  applied/' 

•  To  show  the  importance  of  the  Navigation  of  tbft  \ 
Thames  it  is  observed,  that  '^  there  would  be  no  possi* 
bility  of  diffusing  over  the  interiot^  parts  of  the  Court- 
^try  the  immense  qu£intity  of  Goods  brought  to  the 
Port  of  London,  by  the  East  and  West-India,  Baltic, 
^ortugal^and  Mediterranean  fleets/  but  by  the  me-* 
dium  of  that  River,  which  is  noiv  connected  by  Ca- 
nals, with  nearly  all  the  navigable  streams  in  the 
Kingdom.  Neither  could  the  produce  of  the  intc-* 
rior  and  distant  parts  of  the  Country,  the  Timber, 
Flour,  Malt,  Hops,  Bark,  and  numerous  other  arti- 
cles essential  to  the  Trade,  arid  almost  td^the  exist- 
ence, of  the  Metropolis,  be  brought  in  quantities  suf- 
ficient to  answer  the  necessities  of  its  immense  pojpu- 
latiob,  but  by  the  same  medium/'  This  observation 
is  fully  justified  and  confirmed  by  a  clause  of  the 
Statute  35  Geo.  IIL  dap.  106.  already  quoted.* 

"  The  Goods  carried  by  the  Thames  and  Severn, 
Oxford,  Kennet,  Basingstoke,  and  Godalming  Canals 
or  Hivers,  cannot  be  less  thin  300,000  Tons  per 
annum  ;  and  thefe  is  I'eason  to  believe  these  form 
little  more  than  a  third  part  of  the  Goods  that  pass  ' 
up  and  down  the  Thames^  and  if  the  Navigation  of 
that  River  were  to  be  pUt  into  as  safe  a  state  as  it  is 
practicable  to  put  it,  there  is  no  doubt  bili  that  nearly 
the  whole  o(  the  Goods  now  carried  by  Waggons  to 
f^e  more  distant  parts  of  the  Kingdom^  would  be  aent 

*  S««  page  4S7  of  tiiu  Ctu^. 
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visioDing  of  many  thousand  horses,  and  consequeotly 
be  one  of  the  means  of  preventing  the  recurrence  ^ 
seasons  of  scarcity. 

"  Supposing  there  are  800,000  Tdns  of  Goods  car- 
ried up  and  down  the  Thames  in  Barges  in  a  year,  it 
will  amount  to  about  l6,c6o  I'oYis  per  week,  these 
employ  (at  forty  Horses  to  every  1000  Tons,)  about 
six  hundred  and  forty  Horses.  But  to  convey  l6,000 
Tons  of  Goods  by  Land  every  week,  would  require 
four  thousand  of  our  largest  broad-wheel  Waggons, 
and  allowing  two  Horses  to  each  Ton,  the  usual 
average  thirty-two  thousand  Horses. 

"  Another  circumstance,  only  inferior  in  its  consc- 
iquence  to  the  former,  is  the  great  saving  to  the 
Pubfic,  produced  by  conveying  Goods  by  Water  in- 
stead of  Land-carriage.  Supposing  the  price  of 
Land-carriage  to  be  3/.  per  Ton  for  every  fifty  miles, 
and  the  price  of  Water-carriage  to  be  l/.  for  carrying 
Goods  the  same  distance  ;  the  expence  of  convey- 
ing 1 6,000  Tons  of  Goods  by  I^nd,  woiJd  be 
48,000/.;  by  Water  it  is  only  l6,O0O/.  consequently 
the  Public  save  by  this  conveyance  3'2,000/.^r  week. 

"  A  greal  part  of  this  Saving  must  be  attributed  to 
the  different  Navigable  Canals  communicating  with 
the  Thames.  But  if  the  Bed  of  the  Thames  is  not 
kept  free,  and  of  a  proper  depth,  so  that  the  Bargas 
may  pass  with  ease,  regularity  and  safety,  instead  of 
the  Trade  increasing  to  nearly  double  the  quantity, 
which,  if  properly  encouraged,  may  reasonably  be 
expected,  more  than  half  of  the  present  Trade  will 

bo 
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be  lost ;  many  Traders  choo!      \ 
Goods  by  Land^  at  triple  or  < 
than  hazard  their  being  detail 

"To  these  important  nautia     i 
added,  the  loss  occasioned  to 
several  Canals^  many  of  whoir 
Siderable  jjart'  of  their  fortunes 
pnd  depend  upon  their  succe:     ^ 
port ;  but  as  the  end  and  ol 
was  to  obtain  a  free  and  safe  co    i 
ter  with  London,  if  that  is  not 
plan  becomes  abortive,  which  a 
injure^  perhaps  ruin  many  indi 
rate  in  preventing  others  from 
undertakings,  ^nd  thus  Qventui 
the  Public." 

It  haa  been  already .  stated, 
Tonivage  below  London  Bridge 
from  Foreign  Parts,  and  brougl 
estimated  ai  1,779>000  Tons. 
Document  it  appears,  that  the 
Thames  ^tends  to,  about  800, 
To  enable  the  Reader  to  form 
astonishing  extent  of  the  whole, 
ral  Estimate  has  been  formed :— 


1 » 


Tonnage  of  Goods  imported    i  m[ 
Ditto  of  Goods  exported  < 

Tonnage  of  Goods  Ldtmd  qn^t  Ufi 
Thames     •      .    .    .    .    .    . 

Total 

It  K  a 


CHAP.    XVI. 

^  Detail  of  such  Maritime  Regulations  and  Ofences, 
as  eonctm  not  only  the  River  Thatnes  in  parftajar, 
but  all  the  Ports  of  England,  and  Nautieal  Affmrs 
in  general ;  and  as  may  he  enforced  hy  Justices  of  the 
Peace^  or  are  punishable  in  superior  Courts  of  Record. 
— Of  the  employment  and  proleetion  of  Mariners  in 
general  :~^The  mode  of  governing  Seamen  in  the 
Royal  Navy  : — The  Ads  respecting  the  hiring  and 
service  of  Stamen  on  board  of  Merchant  Ships  .•— 
Offences  of  Mariners  against  the  safety  of  Ships  ;— 
and hy Rioting,  &c. — Privileges  to  he  enjoyedhyMa~ 
riners;  in  exemptions  from  being  impressed,&c.: — The 
establishment  of  Greenwich  Hospital  i — As  also  the 
Charity  for  Seamen  in,  the  Merchants'  Service  .^— 
Suggestiotu  for  the  reliif  of  Mariners  against  impo- 
sitions by  Crimps',  and  Dealers  in  Seamen's  fVages 
and  Prise-mtney  ; — Of  Offences  in  Navigable 
Rivers: — The  Registering  Boats f  &e.  employed 
thereon,  &c.-~-The  Duties  of  Masters  and  Owners  of 
Skips  under  the  Navigation  Acts: — As  respects 
the  Re^ienue  Laws; — the  performance  of  QiMt- 
rantine ; — the  sailing  and  keeping  with  CQnv<y  j— 
the  ohtainmg  letters  of  Marque ^  ^c.  S^c. 


CJne  of  the  first  Statutes  passed  respecting  Naval 
A^rs  .waa  |hat  of  the  5th  of  Elizabeth^  cap.  5. 
"  touching  Politic  Constitutions  for  the  mainte- 
nance 
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iiance  of  the  Navy.**    The  i 
are  now  in  general  expired 
Manners,  and  the  many  sub  i 
tions,  become  obsolete :  Son  < 
this  Statute  deserye  notice 
nature,  as  being  yet  actually  i 

By  §27  of  this  Act  (5  Ei 
18  Henry  VI.  cap.  ig.  ^'mi 
tained,  which  depart  from  tt : 
cence'*  is  extended  '^  to  all  ! 
Gunner  taking  prest  or  wag  i 
Majesty,  her  Heirs  or  Succes  i 
by  these  Acts  punished  as  a  F : 
is  now  most  usually  puniske  I 
fVar. 

The.  method  of  ordering  I 
Fleet,  and  keeping  up  discipl  i 
certain  express  Rules,  Arti<: 
enacted  by  the  authority  of  P  • 
Restoration,  but  since  new- mi 
the  13th  year  of  King  Charli 
the  regulating  the  Governmei 
13  Charles  11.  Statute  I.  cap. 
by  the  Statute  22  Geo.  II.  c; 
amended  by  Statute  IQ  Geo.  IJ! 
latter  Statutes  contain  not  onl 
of  War,  in  which  almost  every 
plicitly  set  down,and  the  punisi 
or  left  to  the  discretion  of  a  O: 
sundry  clauses  of  express  Ru 
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sembling  afid  holding  Courts-Martial^  for  the  trt^  o( 
ttre  Oflfences  specified  therein. 

The  mode  of  payment  of  the  Wages  of  petty  Offi- 
cers, Seamed,  and  Marines,  i^  ascertained  by  the 
Statutes  31  Geo.  J/,  ^af.  10.;  3  Gea.  III.  cap.  l6.; 
26  Geo.  III.  cap.  63.;  and  32  Geo.  HI.  cdps.  33,34, 
and  67. :  And  by  the  Statute  35  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  28. 
petty  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Marines  are  enabled  to 
allot  part  of  their  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
WiV6s,  Children^  or  Mothers.  The  payment  of 
Prize-Money,  and  the  conduct  of  Prize  Agents  is 
now  regulated'  by  several  Sections  of  the  Prize-Act, 
33  Geo.  III.  cap.  €6.  The  Rules  and  Restrictions 
introdaced  by  these  Acts  are  minute  ^and  extensive, 
and  may  be  found  stated,  with  great  accuracy  and 
precision,  in  $t£E1.«*8  Ship-MasSer^s  Assisiena. 

Of  the  JUrtng  and  Service  of  Seamen  in  Merchant^ 

Ships. 

'  The  most  important  Statute  to  the  Master  and 
Mariners  of  Mtrchonf^Vesseh  in  general  is  the  Id  of 
Geo.  n.  cap.  96.  made  perpetual  by  ^  Geo.  lU. 
tap.  31 .  by  v^hich  h  is  eKt^nded  to  tbe  Ametican  Go* 
Ionics.  The  provisions  of  this  Statute  are  also  adop« 
ted  in  31  "Geo.  III.  cap.  39.  with  respect  to^CoBSt* 
ing  Trade,  with  some  trifling  variations.    ' 

This  Statute  2  Gco.H.  cap.  36.  is  entitled  '^Aai 
Act  for  the*  better  regulation  and  goverMMnt'oifiSea- 
ftien  ih'theTflfertlhant  Servree:^' 

The 
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The  Preamble,  which  ma; 
convenience  the  Mercantile 
subject  to,  states  "  That  the 
this  Kingdom  greatly  depend 
^vigation  thereof,  the  same  beii 
nefit,  and  tending  very  much 
thereof^  ppon  which  great  nu 
Manufacturers'  Livelihoods  wl 
for  several  years  then  last  past, 
on  by  the  Merchants  to  part 
been  under  very  ereat  diffici 
the  uncertainty  they  laboured 
Mariqers,  who  shipped  then 
chant  Ships,  and  after  they  I 
their  duty  an4  would  not  rem 
Of  Vessels  to  discharge  their 
when  Ships  and  Vessels  came 
order  to  ppceed  Dn  their  rpspec 
men  refused  to  proceed  with  t 
to  new  Agreements  for  increa 
manyofthepi  would  leave  th 
apd  not  proceed  on  their,  Vo 
Owners  of  such  Ships  and  Ve 
and  charges  to  get  otb^r  Sailc 
stead,   a^d  often   was   the.   n 
Voyages  jof  such  Ships  ^nd 
prejudice  of  the  Owners  and  F 
on  .board,  the  said  Ships  ao^  ^ 
Seamen  jind  'Marjriers,  af^r 
'  such '  (^fiei^ce^  and  Disorders^ 
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ligainst  the  Owners  or  Mastisrs  of  the  said  'Ships  and 
Vessels  for  the  recovery  of  their  Wages,  from  the 
time  of  shipping  themselves  until  the  time  they  quit- 
ted such  Ships  and  Vessels  :  And  that  mapy  of  the 
said  Seamen  and  Mariners  woiJd  neglect  their  dyty 
ivhen  on  board  at  3ca,  and  desert  their  Ships  and 
Vessels  in  Foreign  Parts,  which  put  the  said  Owners 
of  Ships  and  Vessels  to  very  great  difficulties  aqd  ex- 
penccs,  to  get  others  in  their  stead,  to  bring  thejr 
Ships  and  Ves^ls  home  ;  and  afterwards  such  Sea-- 
fnen  and  Mariners  insisted'  on  recovering  their 
Wages,  notwithstaqdinj^  their  voluntary  Desertion  j 
Ib11  which  was  a  great  discouragement  to  Tr^de  and 
Navigation  :"        .  * 

To  prevent  such  practices  for  the  future,  the  fol- 
lowing Rules  and  Regulations  are  e9tablished  by  tbt$ 
Acts  above  quoted. 

Every  Seaman  shipping  himself  on  board  any  Mer- 
chant Vessel,  on  an  intended  Voyage  to  parts  beyond 
Sea  (or  in  the  Coasting  Trade)  shall  within  three 
days  (and  in  the  Coasting  Trade  upon  his  entering) 
sign  an  Agreement,  declaring  the  W«ig^  and  the 
Voyage:  And  the  Master,  &c.  of  the  Ship  taking 
any  Seaman  to  Sea  (except  bis  Apprentices)  without 
such  Agreement^  shall  forfeit  5/,  per  man  to  Green- 
wich Hospital ;  recoveraWe  before  one  Justice,  by 
Distress  and  Sale. 

On  the  arrival  of  any  Vessel  in  Great  Britain^  irom 
parts  beyond  the  Seas,  Masters  shall  pay  the  Seamen 
^ir  Wages  within   thirty  days,  (ip  tlie  doastitig 

Trade 
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Trade  within  five  days,)  afte     I 
tered  at  the  Custom-  house  ( 
icred  into  to  the  contrary,)  c 
man  shall  be  discharged,  w    i 
{deducting  out  of  their  Wag 
may  be  due  from  them,  for  I    : 
Penalty  of  paying  to  such  J 
above  his  Wages,  to  be  reed 
ner  as  Wages, 

If  any  Seaman  shall  desert 
the  Voyage,  or  shall  desert  ii 
after  having  signed  such  Con 
the  Wagfes  then  due  to  hinr 
the  fVest-India  Trade,  by  37 

If  after  having  signed  sucl 
shall  desert  or  absent  himse 
upon  being  apprehended  by    ' 
Peace,  he  still  shall  refuse  to 
he  shall  be  committed  by  or  i 
of  Correction,  not  exceeding  t  i 
four^een^ 

If  any  Seaman  shall  absent 
to  which  he  belongs,  withoi  I 
&C;  he  shall  for  every  day^s  al 
pay ;  to  be  deducted  by  the  IV. 
paying  the  Seaman's  Wages. 

If  any  Seaman  (not  enter 
his  Majesty)  shall  leave  the 
longSj  before  |ie  dhall .  have  a 
.  frcun  tl^e  ^M^^r^  &c.  he  shall  I 
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Tljc  Statute  37  Qep.  lU.  cap.  73-.^bovc  alluded 
\v^§  pa5sc4  *^  for  preventing  the  desertion  of  Sparaen 
in  the  West-hdia  Trade.'"    By  this  Act,  3bip-M49-: 
tqrs  hiring  teamen  who  have  deserted  from   ^njc 
Other  Ship  incur  a-  penalty  of  lOp/,     They  are  3I69 
prohibited  from  hiring  Seamen  in  the  Wcst-Iqdies  a( 
more  than  double  Wag^s  (unleg^  by  Licence  0/  x\k^ 
Governor  of  the  Plfice,  &c.)  under  a  fike  penalty  of 
100/.     Every  Ship  trading  to  the  West-Indies  is  tp 
Jiava  an  Apprentice  ii.ndcr  seventeen  years  of  age,  for 
CY^ry  100  Tons  burthen  ;  such  Apprentice  to  be  ppr 
foUcdat  theCustom-bouseofthePort  fron^  which  the 
jSJiip  clears  out,  on  penalty  pf  JQ/.     Within  ten  d^y^ 
after  his  arrival  out  and  boipe,  the  ^jp-^^ster  \%  I9 
deliver  to  the  Collector  pf  the  Port,  a  liet  of  the  Crew 
onboard,  at  the  time  of  clearing,  ojjf  from  Gr^ 
Britain^  and  at.  the  time  of  the  Ship's  arrival  abroad, 
pf  all  having  deserted  pr  (ii^d,  apfl  the  \^age6  4u£  1^ 
their  death  5  undef  pepalty  pf  60/.    A  Pf  Oi^J^y  of  lO/. 
is  Imposed  on  Masters  r^fusin^  to  gr^ptf  tp  3j^loi? 
Certificates  of  their  Discharge. 

The. Penalties  undef  thist  Act,  ^g ^gp^vemW*  by 
Action  in  the  Superior  Courts ;  pr  tljps^  not  exceed,- 
ing  20/., before  any  onp  Justice  of  P^acc,  rei^^JM;  xiQt 
more  thap  tQn  miles  distant  from  .t{ie  paf ty  cppv- 
plained  of.  ... 

In  order  to  interest  jSailprj  in  tli^  rpturn  pf  S^iips 
frpm  Foreign  farts,  arid  to  prevent  ibeir  ^ijrning  pi- 
rates, it  had  many  yeafs  before. been  enacted,  by  ^^ 

of  8  <?po.  I.  Q9p,  %i,  tjiat  "No  JV^iftpf.or  PwW^ 

'of 
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of  any  Merchant  Ship  shall  pay  to  any  Seaman  he^. 
yond  the  Sias^  any  Money  or  Effects  on  account  of 
Wages,  exceeding  one  moiety  of  the  Wages  due  at 
the  time  of  such  payment^  till  such  Ship  shall  return 
to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,"  on  penalty  of  double  the 
Money  paid  ;  to  be  recovered  in  the  Court  gf  Ad- 
miralty, at  the  suit  of  any  Informer. 

m 

Offences  of  Mariners  against  the  safety  of  Ships ;  ^nd 

ly  Riotittg,  &c. 

By  Statute  22  and  23  Charles  11.  cap.  J 1.  (^7,  9m 
12,)  If  any  Mariner  or  inferior  Officers  of  any  Mer-, 
chant-Ship,  shall  decline  or  refuse  to  defend  the  Ship^ 
or  utter  Words  to  discourage  others  from  doing  so, 
every  Mariner,  &Q.  so  behaving,  shall  lose  all  his 
Wages,  and  all  such  Goods  as  he  may  have  in  the 
Ship,  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  thao  six  months. 
Every  Manner  who  shall  lay  violent  hand^  gn  his 
Commander,  tp  hinder  him  from  fighting  ift  defence 
of  his  Ship  and  Goods,  shall  suffer  Death  pis  ?  Felon. 

The  burning,  destroying,  or  casting  ^way  of  any 
Ship  to  thp  prejudice  of  the  Owners,  Freighters,  or 
Untderwriters,  is  made  a  capital  Felony  by  the  above 
Actp  apd  by  the  Acts  1  Ann.  Statute  2.  c^p.  g.  j 
4  Geo.  I.  cHp.  12:  as  is  also  the  maliciously  burning 
or  setting  fire  to  any  Ship^  Keel,  or  other  Vessel,  by 
pxiy  Seaman,  Keelroan,  Caster,  Ship-Cafpentcr  or 
other  person,  by  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  67  ;  and  the  da- 
maging or  de8troyii:\g  any  Vessel  by  such  Seaman, 

Keelman, 
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I  ^ 

Keelman,  &c.  is,  by  the  same  Act,  pumshable  with 
Transportation  for  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than 
fourteen  years. 

By  the  same  Act  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  679  If  any  three 
or  more  Seamen,  Keelmen,  Casters,  Ship-Carpenters, 
or  others,  riotously  assembled,  shall  unlawfully  ob- 
struct the  lading  or  unlading,  or  the  sailing  of  any 
Ship,  Keel,  or  Vessel,  or  forcibly  board  any  Ship  for 
that  purpose,  the  Offenders  shall,  on  conviction  at 
the  Quarter  Sessions,  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  dx 
months  nor  more  than  twelve.  The  same  punish* 
ment  is  inflicted  on  Seamen,  Keelmen,  &c.  unlaw- 
fully obstructing  their  Fellows  from  working,  or  as-» 
saulting  or  confimitting  any  violence  on  them,  to  pre- 
vent or  deter  them  from  working.  A  second  OfF^hcc 
in  either  case  subjects  the  Party  to  Transportation  for 
not  less  than  seven  years  nor  more  than  fourteen. 

By  the  Statute  1  Geo.  I.  Statute  2.  cap.  25.  recit* 
ing  '^  That  Fightings,  Quarrellings,  and  Distur- 
bances often  happened  in  his  Majesty's  Yards,  OfE- 
ces,  and  Stores,  and  on  Pay-days  at  Jjondorty  Ports^ 
mouthy  &c.  by  the  unreasonable  turbulency  of  Sea- 
men and  others :  which  inconveniences  required  9, 
speedier  remedy  than  the  ordinary  course  of  Justice^ 
the  psu-ties  offending  being  many  times  bound  to 
Sea  ;'*  authority  is  given  to  the  Treasurer,  Comptrol- 
ler, Surveyor,  Clerk  of  the  Acts,  and  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  punish  any  per- 
son making  a  disturbance,  fighting  or  quarrelling  in 
any  of  bis  Majesty's  Yards^  Stores  or  Offices^  at  Pay<^ 

days. 
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idaySi  or  on  other  occasions  relating  to  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice ;  either  by  fine^  not  exceeding  20^.  or  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  one^week  ;  or^  for  non-payment 
of  the  fine,  to  send  the  party  to  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion for  two  months.  And  (where  greater  example 
or  punishment  is  needful  J  the  said  Officers  and 
Commissioners  may  bind  Offenders  to  their  good 
behaviour,  and  to  answer  at  (he  next  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, with  or  without  Sureties  ;  or  in  default  of  Su* 
reties,  if  required,  may  commit  them  to  Gaol  till  the 
next  Assizes  or  Quarter  Sessions. 

By  §  46  of  the  Prize  Act,  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66. 
any  Seaman  or  Mariner  [or  Officer  or  other  person] 
who  shall  break  bulk  on  board,  or  embezzle  any 
Money,  Jewels,  Goods,  Merchandise,  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, or  Furniture,  belonging  to  any  Prize,  shall  for- 
feit his  whole  share  to  Greenwich  Hospital,  and  tre* 
ble  the  value  of  the  property  embezzled ;  with  Costs^ 
recoverable  by  Action  in  some  Court  of  Jlecord ; 
two^thirds  of  the  Penalty  being  given  to  ^he  In- 
former, and  one-third  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 
\ 

w 

Priwkges    of  Mariners ;  in  Exemptions  from  being 

Impressed^  &c. 

By  §  41  of  the  Statute  5  Eliz.  cap.  5.  already  al« 
luded  to,  Mariners  and  Fishermen  shall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  as  Soldiers  on  Land  or  on  Sea  other^ 
^  wise  than  as  Mariners,  except  under  some  Captain  of  a 
,  Ship,  to  do  some  special  exploit,  which  Mariners  have 

been 


been  used  to  do ;  or  trnder  any  other  person  having 
authority  to  withstand  any  Invasion  of  Enemies,  or  to 
subdi>fc  any  Rebellion  within  the  Realm.   ^ 

By  §  43  of  the  same  Statute,  5  Eli«.  cap.  5.  no 
Fisherman  using  the  Sea  shall  betaken  by  the  Royal 
Cotomission  to  serve  as  a  Mariner,  unless  the  Com- 
mission be  first  brought  to  two  Justices,  having  local 
Jurisdiction,  to  the  intent  that  such  Justices  may 
chuse  out,  and  return  such  number  of  men,  as  shall 
be  contained  in  the  Commission,  to  serve  in  the 
Navy. 

The  right  of  Impressing  Seamen,  being  often  pro- 
ductive of  dangerous  disputes  and  illegal  resistance, 
it  becomes  highly  tiecessary  to  know  who  are  exemp- 
ted from  being  tbus  suddenly  called  into  the  Service 
of  their  Country. 

The  Statute  n  and  3  Ann.  cap.  6.  provides.  That 
poor  Boys,wfiose  Parents  ere  chargeable  to  ttie  Parish, 
may,  by  Church-Wardens  and  Overseers  of  tbe  Poor, 
with  consent  of  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  be  placed 
out  Apprentices  to  the  Sea-service,  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  they  being  thirteen  years  old  at 
the  time  of  their  placing  out:  these  Appreotici^ 
Bhall  be  protected  from  being  impressed  for  the  first 
three  years ;  (if  they  are  not  more  than  eighteca 
"^ears  old,  4  Ann.  cap.  ig.  §  17.)  And  if  they  are  ini- 
pressed  afterwards,  their  Master  shall  be  allowed 
their *Wages.  And  all  Masters  and  Owners  of  Ships, 
fiom  thirty  to  fifty  Tons  burthen,  are  required  to 
take  one  such  Apprentice^  one  more  for  the  next  fifty 

Tons, 
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^dns,  And  one  rftbre  for  every  hundred  Tons  abov6 
the  first  buAdred>  Under  the  Penalty  of  lO/.;  rccdver- 
able  before  two  Justices,  by  Distress  and  Sale. 

By  §  20  of  the  same  Statute  2  and  3  Ann.  cap.  6. 
If  any  Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  other  Officer,  shafl 
presume  to  impress  any  of  the  men  allowed  to  bt 
employed  in  any  Ship  in  the  Coal  Trade  (viz.  The 
Master,  Mastered  Mate,  Carpenter,  and  one  able 
Seaman,  for  evcfy  hundred  Tons,  not  exceeding 
^hree  hundred)  he  shall  forfeit,  for  every  man  so 
taken,  lO/.  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  of  Record/ 
tt  hias  Jately  been  determined  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  that  a  forfner  Act  on  this  subject  (6  and  7 
William  III.  cap.  18.)  is  no  longer  in  force. 

ISy  the  Statute  13  Geo.  II.  cap.  17.  ''  for  the  in- 
crease of  Mariners  and  Seamen  to  navigate  Mer- 
chant Ships  and  other  Trading  Vessels**  after  recit- 
ing, that  it  is  necessary  to  give  all  fitting  encou- 
ragement to  persons  to  apply  themselves  to  the  Sea- 
service,  and  the  Practice  of  Navigation,  and  also  tt> 
l^oreign  Mariners  and  Seamen  to  engage  in  the 
British  Service,  ^*  It  is  enacted,  that  the  following 
persons  shall  be  exempted  frofn  being  impressed,  viz. 

"  Every  person  beingof  the  age  of  fifty-five  and  up- 
wards ;  and  <ivery  person  not  being  eighteen  years  of 
age ;  and  every  I^^oreigner  being  a  Mariner,  SeamafS^ 
or  tiandsman,  who  shall  serve  in  any  Merchant  Sh^ 
belonging  to  a  Subject  of  Great  Britain." 

And  '^  for  the  encouragement  of  able-bodietl 
landsmen,  to  betake  themselves  to  the  Sea-service'* 

every 


puted  from  the  tiipe  of  his  going  to  Sea,  &Cj 

So  likewise  every  person,  who,  not  having  befortf 
used  the  Sea^  sball  bind  hiuaelf  Apprenlict  to  serve  at 
Sea,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  Impress  for  three 
years  from  the  time  of  binding  himself ;  and  the  Ad- 
TDtralty  are  directed  to  grant  protections  accordingly 
in  all  cases,  without  Fee  or  Reward. 

Harpooners,  Line-Managers,  and  Boat-Steerere, 
in  the  Southern  Whale- Fishery,  are  exempted  from 
being  impressed  by  the  Statute  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  SO. 
§  25.  And  by  32  Geo.  HI.  cap.  22.  ^  5-  tbey  are 
allowed,  when  not  employed  in  the  Fishery,  to  sail  ia 
the  Coal  Trade,  on  giving  Security  to  the  Custom* 
House.  By  this  latter  Act  Seamen  in  the  Fishery, 
are  also  protected  from  the  1st  of  February  in  any 
year  till  the  expiradon  of  the  then  next  Season,  and 
the  completion  of  the  Voyage  home ;  But  this  ex- 
tends only  to  the  proportion  of  ux  Harpooners,  six 
Line- Managers,  and  eighteen  Common  Seamen,  to 
every  -400  Tons.  To  protect  these  persons,  the 
Owner  of  every  Ship  nmst  deKtcr  -on  Oath,  to  the 
Collector  of  the  Customs  at  the  Port,  a  List  of  their 
Names,  and  the  Caphcities  in  which  they  are  to  act. 

By  Statute  2  Geo.  III.  cap.  15.  "  For  supplying 
London  and  Westminster  with  Fish,  and  to  protect 
and  encourage  .Fishermen."  All  persons  coming 
nnder  the  four  following  descriptions,  employed  in  the 
Fisheries  of  these  Kingdoms,  are  exempted  from 

being 
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being  impressed  into  the  I 
Masters  of  Fishing  Vesseb, 
or  their  Owners,  have,  or  wi 
applying  for  a  Protection,  sha 
Apprentices,  ninder  sixteen  ye 
five  years,  and  employed  in  t 
2dly.  All  such    Apprentices, 
tp  every  Master  or  Owner  < 
3Q  Tons  burthen,  or  upwar 
Vessel  under  30  Tons,  during 
prenticeship,  and  till  the  age 
continuing  for  the  time  in  1 
only.     adly.  One  Mariner,  I 
Apprentices,  to  every  Fishin. 
burthen,  or  upwards^  employi 
during  bis  continuance  in  such 
Landman  entering,  and  emp 
Vessel,  for  two  years  firom  his  1 
to  the  end  of  the  Voyage  tber 
long  Qontinue  in  such  service;— 
able  before  one  Justice,  and  lei 
Sale,  is  imposed  on  Officers,  & 
protected  under  this  Act  or  ta] 
tection  from  them. 

The  Legislature  has  here  aisc 
punishments  on  such  as  wilfully 
themselves: — on  these  occasions 
jnust  give  way  to  the  Public  Sei 

By  a  Statute  of  the  2d  and  3c 
cap.  161  §  8.  Persons  using  th 
ing  betwixt  Gravesend  and  W 
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for  one  year  and  a  day. 

And  now  by  Statute  4  Ann.  cap.  ig.  $  18,  If  any 
Waterman  (being  duly  summoned  by  neUco  in  writ- 
ing,  at  his  usual  abode^  by  the  Watermen's  Com- 
pany, shall  not,  within  ten  days,  appear  before  the 
Company  in  order  to  be  ecnt  to  his  Majesty's  Fleet) 
he  shall,  on  conviction  before  (he  Lord  Mayor  aad 
Aldermen,  or  before  two  Justices  and  two  RiUers  of 
the  Company,  suffer  one  month's  Imprisonment,  ttnd 
be  disabled  to  work  on  theTbames  for  two  years,  &c. 
By  Statute  Q  Ann.  cap.  2^.  §  I,  Every  KJahcrmaa 
summoned  hy  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  fisher- 
man's Company,  in  order  to  be  entered  and  to  servQ 
in  the  Navy,  who  sball  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear, 
shall  be  sent  on  board  the  Fle&t,  and  be  disabled  faxa 
fshing  on  the  Thames  for  two  years. 

All  disorderly  Men,  Servants  and  all  Persons,  as 
weti  Men  as  Boys,  who  are  deemed  Vagrants,  and 
sturdy  Beggars  (not  being  Felons)  may  be  taken  up 
and  sent  in^o  the  Navy.---3  and  3  Ann.  cap.  6.  ^  l6. 
Haying  thus  stated  the  cestrsints  to  which  &GVata, 
Watermen,  and  Fishermen,  are  subject,  when  their 
Country  requires  their  Services ;  it  becomes  proper  in 
this  place,  to  bring  under  the  Review  of  the  Reader 
what  the  Country  has  done  in  return  for  their  Ser- 
vices, when  the  Sailors  are  mairaed  or  wounded  and 
unable  to  su[^rt  themselves: — Toallsucb,aD  Asy- 
lum and  Support  is  pro^^<ikd  ^r  the  splendid  Foun- 
dation of 

Greekwich 
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Greenwich  ]   : 

By  Statute  7  and  8  Wil  i 
Doble  Charity,  the  Pride  of  I  i 
fuge  of  English  Sailof:s,  was  i  . 
The  first  paragraphs  of  the  I  ! 
too  just  an  eulogium  on  this  : 
to  be  omitted  in  the  present  ' 
.  "  Forasmuch  (says  the  Ai  : 
safety  of  this  and  other  bis  M<  < 
minions,  do  very  much  depe  i 
and  supplying  his  Majesty's  H  • 
petent  number  of  Mariners  ai  i 
be  in  a  readiness  at  all  times  i 

^^  And  whereas  the  Seamei 
for  a  long  time  distinguished 
the  world  by  their  industry  :  i 
Employments,  and  by  their  c  : 
manifested  in  Engagements  f  i 
flour  of  their  native  Country :    ! 
ment  for  them  to  continue  thi  i 
tion,  and  to  invite  greater  nu 
Subjects  to  betake  themselves  I 
reasonable  that  some  cpflipetet. 
made,  that  Seamen,  w^  by  A  | 
Accidents^  shall  become  disabli 
Sea,  and  shall  not  be  in  a  c 
themselves  comfortably^  niay 
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lie  Charge;  aod  that  the  Children  of  such  disabled 
Seamenj  and  also  the  Widows  and  Children  of  such 
Seamen  as  shall  happen  to  be  slain,  killed,  or  drowned 
in  Sea-service,  may  in  some  reasonable' manner  be 
provided  for  and  educated  :" — 

The  Preamble  then  goes  on  to  state,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  late  Queen  (Mary)  having  determined 
that  an  Hospital  should  be  erected  and  endowed  for 
these  purposes,  had  by  their  Letters  Patent,  dated  Oc- 
tober 25,  1694,  granted  a  piece  of  ground,  part  of 
their  Manor  of  Easf  Grettnvich,  together  with  the 
Palace  of  Greenwich,  to  be  converted  into  the  said 
Hospital :  And  that  hia  Majesty,,  in  further  execu- 
tion of  this  purpose  by  his  Letters  Patent,  dated  the 
10th  of  September  1695,  had  appointed  Commis- 
sioners, and  given  directions  for  carrying  on  and  per- 
fecting the  Plan. 

The  Act  proceeds  to  prescribe  a  general  Registiy 
of  Seamen  ;  but  this  part  was  repealed  by  9  Ann. 
cap.  21.  §  64. 

Towards  the  support  of  the  Hospital  thus  founded 
it  is  enacted  by  the  said  Statute  7  and  8  William  IIL 
cap.  21.  (enforced  by  10  Ann.  cap,  17  ;  and  ex- 
tended by  2  Geo.  IL  cap.  7.  to  Jersey,  &c.  and  by 
18  Geo.  n.  cap.  31.  to  Privateers)  that  every  Seaman 
or  other  person  employed  either  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
or  in  any  Ship  belonging  to  any  Subject  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland,  and  every  Master  or  Owner  navi- 
gating 
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gating  bis  own  Ship,  whethc 
Sea'or  Coasts  of  the  same  (ej 
eighteen,  persons  employed 
Fish  brought  fresh  on  Shore 
in  Vessels  trading  on  Rivers 
of  Sixpence  per  Month  ;  whic 
&c.  of  every  Ship  is  to  detain 
payable  to  the  Seamen,  and 
proper  Officers,  appointed  by 

Masters,  Commanders,  or 
Vessels,  (or  Transports  empl 
2  Geo.  II.  cap.  7>  §  5.)  refusin 
raoned  before  the  Collectors 
said  duty,  and  answer  upon  C 
and  times  of  service  of  the  Sea 
their  Vessels,  shall  forfeit  20/.- 
or  Owners  of  Privateers  so  n 
Penalty  is  50/.  all  recoverable  1 
of  Record. 

If  the  Master  of  any  Ship  i 
Sea  before  the  Duty  for  the 
paid  : — The  Receivers  of  the 
Ship. — 10  Ann.  cap.  17.  §  4. 

The  Master  or  Commander 
from  any  Port  shall  give  to  the 
toms,  a  List  of  his  men  ;  and 
copy  of  the  List,  with  an  Ace 
Qome  of    those  Men  wantin, 
Qf  50/. 


in  the  Navy,  through  the  medium  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, there  is  another  Foundation,  denominated  the 
Chest  at  Chalhaitit  established  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  her  Council,  but  not  hitherto  regulated  by  any 
Act  of  Rirliamcnt :  This  is  supported  by  the  Run~ 
Money,  i,  e.  Wages  forfeited  by  Seamen  having  de- 
'Aertcd,  and  by  certain  other  Forfeitures  of  unclaimed 
Wages,  &c.  the  amount  of  all  which  is  applied  to 
.  the  relief  of  Seamen  in  minor  cases  of  distress. 

Besides  these  Institutions  so  honourable  to  the 
Nation,  with  respect  to  Mariners  serving  in  the 
Navy, -others  have  also  been  established  for  Nautical 
People  in  the  Merchants'  Service.  Among  these 
(as  the  object  relates  particularly  to  the  River 
Thames)  may  here  be  mentioned — 

The  Merchants'"  SeametCs  Iristiluiion. 

The  Preamble  to  the  Statute  20  Geo.  II.  cap.  38. 
(which  first  founded  this  Establishment)  recites 
the  Acts  for  the  Ealabllshment  of  Greenwich. 
Hospital,  as  also  certain  Provisions  in  the  Acta 
10  Ann.  cap.  17  ;  8  Geo.  I.  cap.  24  ;  8  Geo.  IF. 
cap.  29.  extending  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital  to  Sea- 
men wounded,  and  in  the  Merchant's  Service:  "But 
that  the  Hospital  was  not  capable  of  receiving,  nor 
the  Income  thereof  sufficient  to  provide  for,  the  Sea- 
men in  the  Service  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  were 
bounded,  maimed,  or  worn  out  by  age,  or  otherwise 
entitled 


'RIVBR   POLICE.  510 

'  entitled  to  the  benefits  thereof,  so  that  the  Seamen  in 
the  Merchants*  Service,  maimed  and  disabled  in 
fight,  had  seldom  or  never  been  admitted  into  the 
said  Hospital,  though  entitled  thereto,  and  propet 
objects  of  Charity :  And  that  there  was  no  Provision 
at  all  made  by  either  of  the  said  Acts  for  such  Seamen 
in  the  Merchants*  Service,  or  for  the  Widows  or 
Children  of  such  as  should  be  killed,  slain,  or 
drowned  in  the  said  Service :  That  the  Seamen  in 
the  ^said  Service  were  willing  to  allow  sixpence  per 
month  out  of  their  Wages  to  be  applied  to  those  pur- 
poses :  That  the  Seamen  in  the  Merchants*  Service 
had  manifested  their  Courage  and  Resolution,  and 
deserved  all  due  encouragement :  And  finally,  that 
the  establishing  the  said  Charity,  would  tend  to  the 
honour  and  good  of  the  Public  :** 

By  the  said  Act  therefore  certain  persons  therein 
named,  and  their  Successors,  are  incorporated  by  the 
name  of  the  President  and  Governors  for  the  Relief 
and  Support  of  the  sick^  maimed^  and  disabled  Seamen j 
and  of  the  IVidows  and  Children  of  such  as  shall  le 
iilledy  slain^  or  drowned,  in  the  Merchants'  Service ; 

and  enabled   to  purchase  Lands   for  building  an 

« 

Hospital.* 

Provisions  are  made  for  the  reception  of  Seamen 
disabled  in  the  Merchants*  Service,  and  in  certain 
cases  for  their  Widows  and  Children  :    And  it  is 

*  The  Office  of  this  Corporatioo  is  over  the  Royal  Exchange* 

enacted^ 


Act  every  Seaman  and  person  serving  in  any  Mer- 
chant-Ship, or  any  private  Ship  or  Vessel  belonging 
to  Subjects  in  England ;  and  every  Master  or  Owner 
navigating  his  own  Ship  (except  Apprentices  and 
other-  persons  excepted  in  the  Greenwich-HospitaW 
Acts,  and  Pilots)  shall  pay  sixpence  per  month  out  of 
their  Wages ;  to  be  deducted  or  detained  by  the 
Master  or  Owner,  and  paid  to  a  Receiver  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governors,  for  the  Port  of  London, 
or  other  Port  to  which  the  Ship  belongs :  And  the 
same  powers  are  given  to  the  Receivers,  and  Penal- 
ties inflicted  (recoverable  in  any  Court_^f  Record  in 
England)  on  Masters  or  Owners,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Duty  payable  to  Greenwich  Hospital.  The  Mer- 
chants-Venturers of  Bristol,  and  the  Trinity-House 
of  Hull  are  made  Trustees  for  the  Duties  received  at 
their  respective  Ports. 

While  the  Legislature  has  thus  laudably  provided 
for  this  useful  Class  of  Men  when  disabled,  and  their 
Families  when  they  have  fallen  in  the  Service  of  thetr 
Country : — It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  although  much 
has  been  done  to  shelter  them  against  Frauds  and 
Impositions,  in  their  intercourse  with  Society,  yet 
more  is  necessary,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
Suggestiom,  2cc. 


Suggestions 
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Suggestions  for  the  Relief  of  1 

t ion  by  Crirn^ 

It  has  been  already  statec 
Wages  and  Prize-money  in  t 
lated  by  several  Statutes  pas 
is  to  be  feared,  however,  tha 
strain ts  imposed  by  these  St2 
ipstances  eluded,  and  are  in 
as  they  do  not  extend  to  the  < 
and  Letters  of  Marque,  roar 
Department  which  call  for  L 
Notwithstanding  also  the  La 
with  respect  to  the  hiring  of 
chants'  Service,  the  difficulty  < 
ticularly  in  time  of  War,  is  th< 
sition  and  inconvenience.     1 
Jlemedies  are  the  subject  of  th( 

PRbPOSIT 

For  regulating  and  controlling 
Seamen  s  fVages  and  a 

There  arc  two  classes  of  Mc 
great  Nuisances  in  the  Maritim 
Thames.  Those  in  the  first  Cla 
pne  bvindred  individuals^  are  do 


Cbimps. 

These  men  profess  to  procure  Seamen  for  outward- 
bound  Ships.  They  frequently  lend  small  sums  to 
thoughtless  Mariners,  or  allow  them  td  run  scM-es  at 
the  Alehouses  which  some  of  them  keep,  or  get 
them  into  their  debt  for  Board  and  Lodging. 

When  Seamen  arc  wanted,  application  is  made  to 
tliese  Crimps.  In  many  instances  where  Ships  have 
lost  men,  and  are  upon  the  point  of  sailing,  they  take 
(he  advantage  of  the  Captains,  who  are  often  stran- 
gers, by  insisting  on  an  extravagant  sum  of  money 
being  deposited.  No  other  means  exist  whereby 
Seamen  can  be  procured. — ^Thc  time  presses. — ^The 
Ship  is  on  the  point  of  sailing,  and  the  Ship-Masters 
have  no  other  alternative  but  to  comply. 

Men  are  of  course  procured,  who  frequently  run 
away  bcfcw^  the  three  Days  elapse,  when  they  are 
required  by  1  Geo.  II.  cap.  36.  to  sign  the  agreement 
under  which  the  Penalties  of  the  Law  attach  forDe-  ■ 
sertion  ;  and  the  M'oney  is  thus  lost,  as  the  Crimps 
pretend  the  Seamen  have  received  it,  although  many 
instances  occur  where  the  strongest  suspicion  is  ex- 
cited, that  the  Desertion  aiises  from  a  preconcerted 
plan  between  the  Crimps  and  the  Mariners,  that  they 
may,  after  the  Ship  for  which  they  are  intended  sails, 
be  enabled  through  the  sam&  medium  to  commit 
Frauds  upon  others ;  but  even  where  this  is  not  the 
case,  the  only  means  of  recovering  the  Money  from 

the 
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the  Crimps,  being  by  an  Act 
of  tvftich  is  dilatory  and  ted 
pence  must  be  incurred  in  tl 
amount  freqijently  equal  tOj    i 
advanced ;    Straogers  i^eclir 
ing  Justice.    The  Crimps  are 
tinue  their  Impositions  and      i 
With  a  very  few  exceptions  t    i 
men  of  very  loose  and  abandor 
who  pretend  to  follow  this  p   i 
been  discovered  to  be  TThiev 
persons  wh6  have  been  impr 
Felony,  and  punished  for  van 

The  Evil  is  of  gre&t  magi  i 
dent  of  the  money  of  which    i 
quently  defrauded^  Commerce  i 
structed  in  a  very  considerabh 
nations  of  such  Miscreants. 

To  remedy  these  Evils,  the  : 
are  offered : 

ist.  That   all  persons  acting  in  : : 
Crimps,  or  who  undertake 
Ships  in  the  Merchants*  Ser 
censed  by  the  Magistrates,  s  i 
nizancc  with  two  Sureties  fi 
with  power  to  Magistrates,  s  i 
to  refuse  Licences  to  men  of  1 1 
bad  Character. 

« 

arf.  That  in  all  cases  where  Criti 
Money  advanced  to  procure  Si 
relates  to  the  Premium  or  thi 
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Seamen«  where  they  desert  before  the  Articles  aie  signed^ 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  Justice  having.  legal  Jucis* 
diction,  on  the  Complaint  of  the  Party  aggrieved,  ta 
issue  a  Warrant  to  bring  such  Crimps  before  them,  and 
if  they  refuse  to  return  the  Money,  on  due  proof  being 
offered  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Magistrate,  that  the 
men  have  absconded  clandestinely,  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
coilvict  such  Crimp  in  a  penalty  equal  to  the  sum. ad- 
vanced, and  to  commit  the  Ofiender  to  prison  until  paid* 
— And  the  said  penalty  shall  be  paid  over  immediately 
to  the  Party  aggrieved,  and  be  considered  as  a  full  com- 
pensation for  all  claims  on  the  said  Crimp. 

This  Licensing  System,  instead  of  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  procuring  Seamen,  would  tend 
greatly  to  facilitate  it.  By  narrowing  the  competition 
a  select  class  of  men  would  be  introduced  into  this 
branch  of  Maritime  Police,  who  would  find  it  their 
interest  to  conduct  the  business  honestly  and  on  mo* 
derate  terms :  While  the  penalty  inflicted  would  not 
only  destroy  all  confederacies  between  the  Crimp  and 
the  Seamen  ;  but  also  render  the  former  more  careful 
in  preventing  the  escape  of  those  who  have  entered 
into  engagements,  and  prove  an  incalculable  benefit 
to  the  Trade  of  the  Port. 

3d.  That  Crimps,  in  making  engagements  to  procure  Seamen, 
should  have  a  stipulatid  allowance,  and  should  be  re- 
strained by  Law,  from  taking  any  Commission  exceed- 
ing I  OS.  6d.  per  man ;  one  half  to  be  paid  by  the  Ship- 
Master,  and  the  other  half  deducted  from  the  Wages 
deposited  for  the  use  of  the  Seamen ;  who  shall  receive 
the  whole  surplus  without  any  other  deduction  wbatso« 
ever^  under  the  penalty  of  Five  Fouads. 

5  Thi» 
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This  Regulation  would  protect  ignorant  thought- 
less Mariners  from  the  gross  impositions  practised 
upon  them  by  not  a  few  of  the  present  criminal  herd 
of  Crimes  and  pretended  Crimps j  who  at  present  afflict 
the  Trade  of  the  River  Thames. 

The  Second  Class  of  persons  who  are  found  in  ge- 
neral to  be  great  Public  Nuisances^  are  those  who 
pretend  to  be 


/. 


Dealers  in  Seamen  s  Wages ^  and  Purchasers  of  Prize^ 

MoneyJ^ 

The  known  improvidence  of  the  general  run  of 
Seamen  seems  to  require  an  additional  degree  of 
protection  against  that  Fraud  and  Pillage^  and  those 
gross  Abuses,  to  which  their  total  ignorance  of  the 
means  of  protecting  themselves,  their  peculiar  situa- 
tion, their  habits  in  life,  and  their  thoughtless  dispo- 
sition peculiarly  expose  them. 

Unguarded  and  unprotected  as  these  careless 
though  useful  members  of  the  State,  are  at  present^ 
it  is  scarcely  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  they  should  at- 
tract the  notice,  and  arrest  the  attention  of  these 
*Harpies,  who  prey  upon  the  Public  in  a  great  Me- 
tropolis, and  who  are  ever  to  be  found  in  al\  the  prin- 
cipal Commercial  Towns,  ready  to  advance  Money  on 

*  Those  who  fdlow  the  profession  of  Crimps  are,  almost  witfaoDt 
exception.  Dealers  in  Seaoien's  W^ges^  and  Parchasers  of  Prize. 
Money* 

Assignments 
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Assignments  being  m^de  by  Seamen  of  Wages  due  ; 
pr  to  purchase  Prize-money  undei;  circumstance^ 
greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Seanien  with 
whom  they  connect  themselves,  always  injurious  to 
their  families,  and  defeating  in  the  result  every  me&ns 
which  niight  be  established  to  secure  a  provisioa 
against  Old  Age  and  Infirmities, 

As  the  individuals  who  profess  to  deal  in  Seamen'^ 
Wages,  and  to  purchase  Prize-Money  ^t  the  same 
time,  are  with  some  few  exceptions,  a  very  depraved 
Class  of  Men  :  It  seems  highly  expedient,  that  they 
also  should  be  placed  under  Police  Regulations, 
whereby  they  may  be  confined  to  the  honest  part  of 
their  profession,  and  restrained  from  c0m?nitting  acts 
of  Fraud  and  Oppvession.— *-For  this  purpose  it  j& 
humbly  proposed : 

1st.  That  all  persons  who  are  in  any  respect  dirccily  or  indi- 
rectly concerned  in  the  purchase  of  Seamen's  Wages  or 
Prize-money,  or  who  shall,  with  a  view  to  their  own 
benefit  and  advantage,  advance  Money  to  Seamen  or 
Mariners,  on  receiving  a  Power  of  Altorney,  or  Will 
9nd  Powflri  or  other  Authority  i«hatever»  to  receive 
tnthev  Wages  or  Prize-money.  sii^U  be  anmially  It^en^ 
l»d  by  MagistrateSi  and  enter  iz\to  a  recognizance  with 
two  Sureties  for  their  good  behaviour ;  and  that  the  Ma* 
gistr^tes  should  have  power,  as  in  the  case  of  AlehouseSi 
to  refuse  Licences  \o  persons  of  loos?  conduct,  omoto* 
I'lous  bad  character. 

ad.  That  no  Dealer  in  Seamen's  Wages  sliall  be  entitled  tore- 
ceive  a  larger  P^mium  than  7f  per  cent,  for  the  Money 
advanced,  besides  legal  interest,  until  the  said*  Money 

is 


is  refunded  ;  por  shall  ac      i 

Wages  due  to  any  Seama 
10  per  cent,  or  charge  ai 
Necessaries  furni3hedi  unc 
amount  of  what  ha,s  beei 
recoverable  before  any  one 
such  Justice^on  the  Compk 
issue  his  Warranty  to  brii 
»id  to  convict  him  on  due 

jd.  That  no  person  dealing  in  Pri 

undertal(iog»  by  virtue  of  f     i 
aoch  Priae*iTioney»  (otber 
pointed  by  the  Capt^ip^  Oi    i 
sh^l  be  legally  entitled  to 
Prize-money  of  Seamen,      i 
granted  shall  be  first  regisu 
men's  Office*  with  the  Na    i 
Nativity,  and  last  Abodes  c 
given,  to  render  a  just  and    i 
due,  after  allowing  the  l^J  I 
which  balance  shall  be  plat  i 
xpan  to-  whom  it  belongs,  ai  i 
the  management  of  the  Inst 
of  his  Family!  or  his  suppoi 
and  manner  as  the  Manage 
cording  to  the  circumstances  : 
where  after  a  certain  timp   I 
Clainaants  appear,  the  Mone^ 
propriated  to  the  Relief  of  Sc  i 

These  Regulations  will  opei  \ 
venting  the  enormous  Frauds  i 
committed,  and  by  which  thd 

6 


B28  TBBATI8B  on 

criminal  Classes  in  the  Ciominunity^  are  suddenly  and 
unwarrantably  enriched. 

The  Purchasers  of  Seamen's  Wages,  and  of  Prize- 
money,  are  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Gravesend  and  the 
Nore,  when  Fleets  arrive,  and  having  provided  Boats 
they  go  on  board  the  Ships  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  men  on  shore,  that  they  may  avoid  the  Press. 
They  charge  them  an  exorbitant  price  for  landing 
them  with  their  Chests  and  Bedding,  and  afterwards 
for  concealment :  By  entertaining  them  and  furnish- 
ing Lodging,  Liquor,  and  Cloaths,  and  in  many  in- 
stances bringing  Women  to  them,  the  Seamen  get 
suddenly  in  debt.  They  are  then  arrested,  and  when 
locked  up  and  in  distress,  compelled  to  give  a  /f?// 
and  Powerto  theCrimps  to  receive  their Wages,Prize- 
Money^and  everything  belonging  to  them  in  case  they 
should  die.  The  Crimps  next  procure  the  Sailore  an* 
other  Ship,  for  which  the  Captain  pays  them  Two 
Guineas  Crimpage,  and  a  certain  sum  in  addition  is 
paid  by  the  men.  When  the  Sailors  go  upon  their 
new  Voyage,  the  Crimp  receives  their  Wages,  Prize- 
Money,  &c.  and  makes  what  use  of  their  Property 
he  pleases.  Instances  have  been  known  where  a  Sea- 
man has  brought  home  from  30/.  to  40/.  and  in  a 
fortnight  after  he  has  been  14/.  or  15/.  in  debt. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  oppression  which  these 
poor  people  sufier,  while  the  Crimps  make  large 
sums  of  Money,  and  live  very  extravagantly  and 
profusely.     ' 

It 
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It  is  also  the  practice  of  th 
charging  Is.  Qd.  in  the  poui 
vanced^  to  furnish  Cloaths  \ 
charging,  (as  has  been  stated  i 
instances,  from  50  to  100  p 
Cost^  by  which  the  Seamen  a 
debt ;  and  the  more  so  as  r 
Voyages  are  generally  in  want 
in  this  manner,  their  hard  ean 
their  high  Wages,  arc  speedi 
great  injury  of  then^selves  and 

This  £K vision   of  the  Subj 
closed   without  noticing  that 
The   Marine  SocIeety;    wt 
by  the  Statute  12  Geo.  III.  c 
amble  to  that  Act  it  is  stated,  i 
the  time  of  its  Institution  in  Ji 
of  the  passing  the  Act  (in  1 
fitted  out  five  thousand  four  1 
Landmen  to  serve  in  the  Navy, 
three  hundred  and  six  Boys,  a; 
cers  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and 
That  the  incorporating  the  S 
them  to  carry  into  execution  tht 
{viz. — "  the  fitting  out  and  aj 
out  poor  distressed  Boys'*  in  tl 
Service)  would  be  of  great  advai 
''  OS  being  a  means  of  supplyini 
War,  with  Seamen  properly  brc 
and  contributing  to  the  Comm< 

M  M- 


3nd  eonseqtuntly  aost  dangerous  Members  of  Society  :" 
The  Grovu'noia  are  accordingly  incorporated,  and 
•mpowered  to  clothe  and  fit  out  poor  distr&ssed  Boys, 
and  to  bind  tbem  Apprentices,  ss  Servants  to  Offi- 
cers in  the  Navy  or  Merchant  Ships*  with  copaent 
of  the  Boys*  Parents  when  known.  Such  Aj^iren^ 
tices  are  exempted  from  being  impressed  till  they  are 
dghtecQ  years  old.  The  Society  is  governed,  and 
its  Business  managed  by  a  President,  six  Vice-Bresi- 
dents,  and  a  Committee  of  Governors^  elected  an- 
nually at  a  Geoosl  Court,  of  which  there  are 
four  in  a  year  :  Their  Office  is  over  the  Royal  Ex- 
change. This  Society  continues  very  fully  to  answei 
the  laudable  Purposes  for  which  it  cjatained  the  Pn»- 
tectioa  of  the  Legislature. 

Of  Offences  in  Navigable  Rivers,  Doci-Yards,  &ir. 

Any  pnson.  who  shall,  either  by  day  or  night,  wil- 
lully  or  malicioui^y  pull  down  or  otherwise  destroy, 
any  Lock,  Sluice,  Flood-gate,  or  other  Work,  oa 
any  Navigable  River,  erected,  or  to  bo  erected,  bjr 
Authority  of  Parliament,  or  wbo  shall  fixeibly  reacuo 
any  pciaon  being  lawfully  in  custody  for.  sueh  Of-i 
fence,  shall  be  guilty  of  Felony,  without  benefit  of 
Clergy,  and  shall  suffer  dcath.-:-8  Geo.  H.  cap.  20; 
\  I.  nude  perpetual  by  27  Geo.  11.  cap.  iG.  ^  1. 
-  Any  person  who  shall,  wilfully  or  maliciously,  draw 


w  platk  lip  My  J*lckx!-gab 
Weaf  Of  Lock,  fefected  of  n    ; 
liament,  upon  Any  Navigal 
viction  bdfbr6  two  Justice)    I 
House  of  Correctioii  for  o 
bap.  20,  §  2. 

Any  person  who  shall  stej 
Merchandise,  of  the  value  of    i 
Lighter,  fioat,  or  other  Ves    I 
Navigable  River,  Port  of  Er 
afty  Creek  belonging  theretOj 
or  shall  feloniously  steal  any 
Chandise,  of  the  value  of  4Qj.  : 
Sdjacent  to  any  Navigable  Ki  i 
fient,  aiding  and  assisting,  in  t  i 
OfFdnces,  shall  be  excluded 
Clergy,  and  shall  suffer  Death 

The  Laws  at  present  existii  | 
embezzling  of  Public  Stores  u 
their  instifiiciehcy  to  the  obje 
been  already  stated,  and  mad< 
Bion,  by  the  Author  of  this  \  • 
of  the  Treatise  on  the  I^olic  i 
.It  is,  therefore,  at  present  only 
Reader   to  that  Volume.      J I 
261— 263, 

In  the  year  1795*  an  Act  wa  i 
cap.  58.)  for  the  registering  1 
and  other  Vdssels,  exceeding  1 ; 
Hot  belonging  to  the  Royal 

MM.  :: 
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Pleasurp-Boats.)  The  Preamble  of  this  Act  recited, 
"  That  it  was  expedient  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of 
Vessels  employed  in  the  Inland  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion of  Great  Britain^  and  the  number  of  Men  re- 
tained in  navigating  the  same,"  It  appears,  how- 
ever,  to  have  been  principally  a  measure  of  Revenue ; 
as  Vessels  worked  without  being  registered,  were  di- 
rected'to  be  forfeited ;  and  the  Penalties  were  reco- 
verable, as  in  cases  of  Offences  against  the  Excise 
Laws;  and  surveying  Officers  appointed  by  the  Ad- 
ihiralty  to  seize  unregistered  Vessels  were  to  be  re- 
warded by  a  share  of  the  produce  of  the  Seizure. 

Under  this  Act,  all  Boats,^  Barges,  &c.  were  to  be 
registered  with  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  the 
Burthen,  Owner's  Name,  and  Place  .  of  Abode,  &c» 
were  to  be  painted  on  the  outside  of  the  Stem,  oa 
Penalty  from  20/.  to  5/. 

The  continuanceofthe  Act  was  declared  to  be  till 
April  5,  1798,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament.  This  Law  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  continued,  nor  to, be  now  in  force.  The 
time  for  registering  Vessels  was  enlarged  by  §  3.  of 
cap.  1 12  of  the  same  Session. 

« 

A  General  View  of  the  Nature  and  Principle  cf  tic 

Navigation  Acts. 

The  present  condition  of  our  Marine  (says  Blacks 
stone)  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  salutary 
Provisions  of  the  Statutes  called  the  Navigation  Acts ; 

whereby 
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iHrhereby  the  constant  incre^e  of  English  Shipping 
and  Seamen  was  not  only  encouraged,  but  rendered 
unavoidably  necessary.     By  Statute   5   Richard  II. 
cap.  3,  in  order  to  augment  the  Navy  of  England, 
then  greatly  diminished,  it  was  ordained,  that  *^  hone  of 
the  King's* leigc  People  should  ship  any  Merchandise 
out  of  or  into  the  Realm,  but  only  in  Ships  of  the 
King's  Leigeance,  on  pain  of  forfeiture/'  Iii  the  next' 
Vear  by  Statute  i6  Richard -IL  cap.  8j  this  wise  pix)- 
vision  was  enerviated,  by  only  obliging  the  Merchants 
to  give  English  Ships  (if  able  and  sufficient)  the'pre-' 
fe^enbe.  *  But  the  most  beneficial  Statute  for  <he 
Trade-  and'  Commerce  of  these  /Kingdoms  is  that 
Navigation  Act,  the  rudiments  of  which*  were  first 
framed  ia  l65t);  with  a  riairow*  partial  View  ;  being 
intended  to  mortify  our  own  Sugar  Islands,  which 
were-  disaffected  to  the  Parliament,  and  still  held  out 
for  Charles  IL  by  stopping  the  gainful  Trade  which 
they  earned  .on  with  the  Dutch^aud  at  the  same  time 
to  clip  the  wings  of  those  our  opulent  and  aspiring 
neighbours*    This  prohibited  all  Ships  of  Foreign 
Nations  from  trading  with  any  English  Plantations^ 
without  Licence  from  the  Council  of  State:  In  l651, 
the  prohibitiori  was  extended  also  to  the  Mother* 
Country  ;  and  no  Goods  were  suffered  to  be  im- 
ported into  England,  or  any  of  its  DependencieSj  in 
any  other  than  English  Bottoms ;  or  io  the  Ships  of 
(hat  European  Nation,  of  which  the  Merchandise 
imported  was  the  genuine  growth  or  mauufacture^ 
At  the  Restoration  the  foriner  Provwons  were  con^ 

tiQued 


very  material  improvement,  tbat  tbe  Master  and 
thwe-fourths  of  the  Mariners  sbsU  also  b»  BngUth 
Subjects,  under  fbrfeiture  of  the  Ship,  and  all  Goods 
imported  or  exported. 

This  latter  Provision  is  confinne4  by:  the  St4tute 
34  Gqo.  |II.  cap.  68,  Tt  is,  however,  occaaonally  re- 
laxed in  time  of  War :  As  in  tbe  instance  of  tho. 
i^t^tyte  33  ^o.  III.  cap,  26,  whidi  pefipits  (during 
the  present  War)  even  three-foprths  of  the  Mariners 
tp  be  Jporeignen.  And  by  Statqte  37  Gca^  III*, 
cap.  117,  certain  iqdnlgfnoejf  ^re  allowed  to  th& 
^t-^^ia  Company,  ^it^  fespept.  to  Foieiga  Veai^f 
ifi  tjie  Country  Tra^e  in  the  ^t-Iqdies, 

It  has  been  Kated  aqd  recognise^  by  yery  respecty 
ftble  4vithority,*  that  the  fiindan^ental  ppnpiples  of  our 
Cojppiercial  Jurisprudence,win  be  ffltni^  obiefiyin  tbft 
Acts  \1  Ci^lfs  //.  («/>.  J8  0  13  and  lA  Ckarla  IJ. 
(f(yi.  l\.)  n  mi  2?  Ci^rkf  //.  («^.  26.)  26 
Ckfrii(s  //.  (w-^  ;.)^nd  7  awJ  %  m^H^pn  Uh 
(fty.  5i'A-)  which  latter  Act  has  been  greatly  ^t«ade4 
a.p4  isaWRWd  by  the  Apt  3$  Geo.  Ill,  ?i^  60. 

By  vtf  s  :Act  (26  Goov  m.  cpp,  60.3  Pvery  Ship  or  - 
Yew^  Jjavipg  »  ppdc,  flr  being  of  (be  Burthen  of 
lg,^Op^;ai}d  belonging  to  a  subject  in  Grtat  Bri~. 
l^n  OS  'Jtcfiantit  Gu^rttfgy,  y<r4ey^  or  the  ^fk  qfMa*i9 
^  p?y.  Colflnj^,  piaotstipp.  Island,  or  Territ(?ry  to  hi* 

'  •'  ^te  tht  t'ii'tdtaee  e/Mr'.  irviitg  tte  InifrcUr.Ceneral «f  Great 
Briiilli^ btfiirt' the'  Finaltce  CammitUe  0/  ibt  Hoiui  tf  Cttmrnait  Or 

Majesty 
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Majesty  belcmgingy  niustlx 
claiming  Property  therein ; 
Uly:ate  of  such  Registry,  in 
Sbq^  Of  Veflsel  properly  bek 
U  to  disfinguisfa  the  Ship  < 
theae  two  Qasses ;  Certific 
JElegidtry,  or^  Certificates  ol 
f^r  ihf  European  Trade  Brii 

No  Ship  is  to  be  permittee 
built  Shipi  or  a  Bri^kh  S 
the  privileges  of  a  British- 
Ship,  unkss  the  Owner  has 
Registry ;  and  any  Ship  pa 
being  so  registered^  an4  obtj 
shall  be  forfeited. 

jEfUATf  Simply  noi  entiHed  it 
l0^buifa;  Ship^  or  a  BriHsh 
regi^tetedM  aforesaid^  is  tleei 
long  to  Btifish  Subjects,  to 
lo  be  an  AUen^  or  Foreign  Sk 

JkB  dh^n  as  the  Master  f>( 
CDorandum  tbercaof  is  to  be 
cate  by  the  proper  Officer  o 

The  Owncra  to  eanse  the 
is  registered  to  be  pmnted  i 
the  Steni>  and  such  naooi^  is 

If  a  Certificate  of  Jlegisti 
any  Ship  shall  be  altcccd  in  1 
;aay  deoooitiiation  of  Vessel 


"Certificate  granted. 

Masters  of  Ships  are,  on  demand,  to  produce  tb6 
Certificates  to  the  prindpal  Officer  in  any  Ptwt 
within  the  King's  Dominions,  or  to  the  ^itishCAn- 
Bul  or  chief  Officer  in  any  Foreign  Port,'on  Benalty 
of  lOoA — All  Penalties  and  Forfeitures  under  this 
Act  are  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  Courts  of  Re- 
cord, as  in  cases  of  Offences  again&t  the  Customs : 
Officers  seizing  are  to  be  rewarded  as  in  the  case  jof 
unlawful  Importation. 

The  Act  34  Geo.  III.  cap.  68,  contains  sevefaJ'Ke^ 
gulations  to  enforce  the  foregoing  Provisions.  Tho 
Acts  above  cited  also  contain  Regulations  as  to  the 
Transfer  of  Property  in  Ships ;  which  must  in-  all 
cases  be  m^de  by  Bill  of  Sale  or  Instrument  in  Wri- 
ting ;  and  an  acknowledgement  and  psRibulaFS  oi 
the  change  pf  property  must  be  indorsed  on'  the  C^F-" 
tificate  of  Registry.  .  •  : 

The  prominent  Features  of  the  whole  of  this  naui 
tical  Code,  have,  on  the  very  respectable  Authocity 
alreadv  auotcd.  fsee  nace  533^  been  stated  to  be  as 
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tei^ners,  wbo  dre  Mt  the  Si 

of  which  the  Article?  are  t 

Manufacture,  from  becomin| 

ciatorg;  and  Thirdly,  The 

own  Manufactures,  by  check 

of  absolute  prohibitions,  or  h 

tion  into  the   home    markc 

Foreign  Manufacture,  as  mi 

daily  those  iri  a  progressive  st 

'  Under  the  operation  of  tl 

JLaws  (it  seems  univecsally  ad 

oar  Navigation,  our  Reventi 

toresjiave  flourished^  beyor 

other  nations, 

'Cbinpldrce  «arly  became  an 
tancein  tfaist  KiD^dku»:;.  and 
Ctattntries  possess  «'Jar|;e  prop(  I 
medlnm,  it  wis  natural  for  the  i 
imposts  on.Tnadea^  :a  source 
Sys|%im  of  Taxatton!\vas  establi  i 
Goevai  with  the  •  commencemi  i 
has  been  pragrfesaiveJy  extendc  i 
about  nine  millipns  o(  the  gro 
the  net'Revenub  df  Great  Bri  i 
Duties  pn  Jmporta  ahd.Expoit 
•  Besidei  the  Acti  afabve  gene:  i 
others,  passfed  from  time  to  tin 
and  confined  natuns,  require  iV  \ 
of,  the  Merchant  and  Ship-C  i 
/eund  detailed  at  length  witl 
peek's  Ship-Mmer's  jUmteat. 


Act  12  Geo.  III.  cap.  57,  are  contained  Provisions 
for  purchasing  and  building  Lazaretto's.  The  Sys- 
tem is,  however,  by  no  means  complete,  especially 
83  regards  the  latter  particular;  aS  instead  of  Land 
Lazarettos,  Vessels  are  made  use  of  iii  a'  way  which 
perhaps  tends  rather  to  the  infcreasing  than  the  pre- 
venting of  the  danger  to  be  appfehended  from  this 
dreadful  malady.* 

■  The  following  Regulations  in  thesd  Stdtiitcs  re- 
quire the  attention  of  Ship- Masters, — ^"^'Ali'  Vet^s^ta 
arriving,  Persons  coming,  and'Goods  imporlcd,  into 
Great  Britain,  or  the  Isles  (if  Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c. 
from  Places  whence  his  ;Maj6sty,  by '  advice  of  his 
Council,  may  judge  it  probable  the  Infection  of  the 
Plague  maybe  brought,  fehall  be' obliged'to  mak^ 
their  Quarantine  \n  such  place,  and  in  such  manner,' 
and  for  such  time,  as  directed  by  ordci' of  Council, 
notified  by  PWciartaiidn,  or  published  In  tlieLondon 
Gazette  ;  and  all  Persons  and  Goods  on  board  such 
Vessel,  and  all  Vessels,  BoatSj  or  Persons,  receiving 
any  Goods  or  Persons  out  of  the  same,  are  to  be  sub- 
jectto  the  same  Orders  — ," 

The  Orders  'erf"  Council  On  this  subject  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  Exigency  Of  Circumstances. — ^Those 

•  Sn  til  tjd  Rfferl  ef  tie  Finance  Ctmmittte  tf  the  Haait  if 
CommBai.^A>id Ihe  Appendix  therett,;  B.  {^)  B.  (8)  B.  'g.}  «  tf 
tie  Quarantine  Service  at  Hull,  Liverfael,  and  PerttmBHih. 
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at  present  existing  will  be 
Masters  Assistant. 

Ships  or  Vessels  bound  to 
any  Menfiber,  Creeks,  or  o< 

the  River  Thames  or  Medv 

1 

Quarantine'  in  Standgate  Cre^ 
"  If  the  Plague  actually  ap 
scl,  being  to  the  northward 
Commander  is  immediately  t<^ 
of  St.  Helen's  Pool,   betweti 
HelenV  Teen,  and  North  "W 
Islands  of  Scilly,)  or  to  such 
jesty  in  Council,  shall  from 
where  being  arrived,  the  Mast 
his  case,  to  an  Officer  of  the  ( 
quaint  some  Custom-house  Of 
England  with  it,  and  he  is  wit 
telligence  thereof,  to  one  of  tl 
of  State.     The  Ship  must  w; 
pleasure  is  known,  and  none  o 
shore.     In  case  the  Comman 
Island  of  Scilly,  or  is  forced  up 
be  must  not  enter  into  any  Poi 
open  Road  till  he  receive  On 
or  Privy  Council  ;  and  must  t 
one  from  going  out  of  the  Sh 
course  with  other  Ships  or  Pei 
any  other  Person  on  board,  k 
incurs  the  punishment  of  Fel< 
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V  Clergy ;  for  which  he  may  be  tried  In  the  County 

where  the   Offence  is  committed,  or  wbefe  he  is 
apprehended. 

"  When  any  Place  is  infected  With  the  Plague  ; 
or  when  any  Order  made  by  his  Majesty  concerning 
Quarantine,  if  any  Vessel  attempt  to  enter  into  any 
Port  in   Great  Britain,  &c.  the  principal  Officer  of 
the  Customs,  or  Person  appointed  t6  ^ee  Quarantine 
performed,  must  go  off,  or  cause  sottie  other  Person 
so  to  do,  and,  at  convenient  distance,  demand  the 
Name  of  the  Ship  and  Commandef ;  at  What  Place 
the  Cargo  was  taken    on   board;  what  Places  she 
touched  at  in  her  Voyage ;  and  whether  arty  and 
which  of  them  were  infected  with  the  Plague ;  how 
long  she  had  been  on  her  Passage  ;  how  many  Per- 
sons were  on  board  when  she  set  sail ;  whether  any, 
and  what  Persons  on  board,  during  the  Voyage,  had 
been,  or  are,  infected  with  the  Plague;  how  many 
died  in  the  Voyage,  and  of  what  Distemper ;  what 
Vessels  he,  or  any  of  his  Ship's  Company  with  his 
privity,  went  on  board,  or  had  any  of  theif  Company 
come  on  board  his  Vessel,  in  the  Voyage ;  to  what 
Place  such  Vessels  belonged  ;  and  finally,  the  true 
Contents  of  his  Lading,  to  the  best  o(  his  knowledge. 
tf  it  appears  that  any  Person  on  board  is  infected, 
or  the  Ship  is  obliged  to  perform  Quarantine,  the 
Officers  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War,  Ports,  or  Gar- 
risons, or  any  other  Officers,  are,  upon  notice  given 
them,  to  oblige  her  to  go  to  the  Place  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  by  any  Force  or  Violence  necessary. 

And 


And  if  the  Vessel  came  fcoih 
any  body  on  board  infected,  t 
son  on  board  having  charge, 
guilty  of  Felony,  without  bei 
making  a  true  discovery  in  t 
particulars  forfeits  200A  recoi 
Courts  of  Record,  or  the  propi 

^*  Every  Commander  of  a 
form  Quarantine,  upon  hisar 
deliver  to  the  chief  Officer  ap 
tine  perf(HTOed^  such  Bill  of  J 
be  has  received  from  any  firii 
Voyage,  together  with  his  Loj 
forfi»ture  of  500/.  recoverable 

^^  Every  Commander  of  a 
perform  Quarantine,  if  be  goe 
any  other  Vessel,  or  knowing!; 
Passenger  to  do  so  (without 
xantine.is  duly  performed,  or  c 
ael  and  her  Lading  to  be  conr ! 
pointed  fot  that  purpose,  respi; 
nient  time,  after  due  notice, 
every  Offence ;  and  any  pcrsci 
sel  may  be  compelled  to  re: 
every  Ofience  is  to  suffer  six  i: 
and  forfeit  200/«  recoverable  as 

If  a  Pilot  quits  the  Ship,-  cci 
the  King  in  Council,  though 
the  last  mentioned  Penalty  .; 
Clause  of  Statute  26  Geo.  IL  c 


be  may  be  iodicted  for  a  MisdenieanDr,  and  puDisbed 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

"  The  proper  Officers  authorised  to  put  in  exe- 
cutioD  the  Orders  of  his  Majesty  in  Counal,  are  to 
compel  Persona  obliged  to  perform  Quarantine  to  re- 
pair, and  cause  the  Goods  comprised  in  that  order  to 
be  conveyed  to  the  Houses,  liwarettos,  or  other 
places  provided  for  their  reception>      .  . 

"  Persons  wilfully  refusing  or  neglecting  to  repair- 
thither,  within  convenient  time  after  due  notice,  or, 
escaping,  or  attempting  to  escape,  from  thence  be- 
fore Quarantine  is  duly  performed,  may  be  compelfed 
to  repair  or  return  thither,  by  such  force  as  the  case 
may  require  ;  and  the  person  so  refusing  or  neglect- 
ing to  repair  ihither,or  actually  escaping  frona  thence, 
is  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Felony,  without  benefit 
of  Clergy. 

"  Any  Person  not  infected,  entering  into  a  House, 
Lazaretto,  or  other  place,  while  Persons  infected  with 
the  Flagiie,  or  under  Quarantine,  are  there,  and  at- 
tempting to  return  from  thence,  (unless  by  proper 
"  Ucence,)  may  be  compelled  by  the  Watchman  or 
Guard  upon  duty  to  return  thither  and  perform  Qua- 
rantine; and,  in  case  of  actual  escape  before  it  is 
duly  performed,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Felony, 
without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

"  AnyOfHccrof  theCustoms,or  other  Person  .whose 
business  it  is  to  execute  the  Orders  concerning  Qua- 
rantine, for  every  wilful  breach  or  neglect  of  duty,  is 
2  to 
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to  forfeit  his  Office,  and  be  i 
thereof,  and  also  forfeit  100 
mentioned;)  and  for  embezzi 
any  Goods  under  his  directic 
mages  and  full  Costs. 

'^  Alter  Quarantine  has  beei 
Vessel  or  P^sori^  upon  pro 
Master,  and  two  of  the  Pe: 
Vessel,  or  of  two  Witnesse 
&c.  of  the  Port  where  it  was  p 
Port,  or  of  a  Justice  of  the  I 
two  Jurats  or  Magistrates  ol 
Veasel  and  Persons  have  duly 
and  are  irtJ^  from  Infection  ; 
Certificate  to  that  purpose, 
who  superintetided  the  Quara 
fore  whom  the  proof  is  made, 
thereof,  and  the  Vessels  and  ] 
farther  detention. 

"  Any  Person  demanding  or 
ward  for  any  Oath,  Order,  or  I 
this  Act,  forfeits  lOO/.  recover 
in  the  same  manner  as  other  1 

'*  Any  Person  directed  to  sec 
ibrmed,  or  appointed  as  a  Wat 
his  duty,  or  knowingly  suffei 
or  Goods,  to  depart  or  be  coi 
appointed  for  the  performance 
by  proper  Licence  ;  or  any  Pei 
tificate  of  a  Ship's  having  dul 
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rantine^  is  to  suffer  Deaths  as  in  cases  of  felony^ 
without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

*'  Any  Person  wilfully  concealing  from  the  Officers 
of  Quarantine,  or  clandestinely  conveying  any  Letters, 
Goods,  or  Merchandise,  from  a  Ship  under  or  liable 
to  perform  Quarantine,  or  from  any  other  place  where 
Goods  are  performing  Quarantine,  shall  suffer  deatb^ 
as  in  cases  of  Felony,  without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

**  When  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland^  &c.  or 
prance,  Spain,  Portugal,  or  the  low  Countries,  is  ii>» 
fee  ted  with  the  Plague,  his  Majesty  may,  by  Procla« 
mation,  prohibit  any  small  Boat  or  Vessel,  under  the 
burthen  of  20  Tons,  from  going  out  of  any  Port  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  until  Security  is  given  by  the 
Master,  in  the  Penalty  of  300/.  that  she  shall  not  go 
to,  or  touch  at,  any  Country,  Port,  or  Place,  men* 
tioned  for  that  purpose  in  such  Proclamation ;  and 
that  no  Person  on  board  the  Ship,  shall  go  on  board 
any  other  Vessel  at  Sea ;  and  that  he  shall  not  suffer 
any  person  to  come  on  board  her  from  any  other 
Vessel  at  Sea ;  and  that  he  shall  not  receive  any 
Goods  or  Merchandise  out  of  any  other  Vessel :  Any 
Boat  or  Vessel,  going  out  before  such  Security  is 
given^  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  Master  and  ^veiy 
Mariner  convicted  of  sailing  ici  her,  by  the  Oath  of 
one  credible  Witness,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peaces 
where  the  Offender  is  found  (or  by  the  Courts  in 
Jersey y  &c.)  shall  forfeit  20/.  leviable  by  Distress  and 
Sale ;  and  for  want  of  Distress,  the  Offender  shall  be 
committed  to  Prison  for  three  months." 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  Rules,  the  principal 
2  Officer 
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compciica  oy  oiress  oi  *v  caiiicr,  bui;u  kuui  &iiiui  lur-* 

feit  lOOl.  recoverable  as  under  the  Revenue  Laws. 

By  the  same  Act,  that  and  all  former  Acts  regard- 
ing Quarantine,  shall  extend  to  all  Diseases,  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  declared  infectious  by  Proclama- 
tion, or  by  Publication  in  the  Gazette,  whether  such 
Disease*  be  denominated  the  Plague  or  not. 

Regululiotis  respecting  Cotrvqys. 

By  Statute  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  §  8,  If  the 
Captain  of  any  Merchdnt-Ship  under  Ganvoy,  Ghalt 
wilfully  disobey  signals  or  instructions,  or  any  other 
lawful  command  of  the  Commander  of  the  Convoy, 
or  shall  desert  tlie  Convoy  without  leave,  he  shall  be 
liable  to  be  articled  against  in  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty for  such  disobedience,  and,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  500/.  and  shall  suffer  such 
imprisonment,  not  exceeding  one  year,  as  the  said 
Court  shall  adjudge. 

By  the  Statute  38  Geo.  III.  cap.  76,  "For  the 
better  protection  of  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  &c.'* 
generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  Convoy  Act,  the 
Preamble  of  which  recites,  that  "  it  will  add  to  the 
security  of  Trade,  to  prevent  Ships  from  sailing  with- 
out Convoy,"  it  is  enacted.  That  no  British  Vessel 
[except  such  as  are  not  required  to  be  registered  ;  or 

tuch 
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be  tried,  may  mitigate  the  same,  so  as  not  to  be  IcsS^ 
than  50/.  ' 

The  Clause  in  33  Geo.  III.  c.  66.  noticed  in  p.  548, 
is,  by  this  Convoy  Act,  ordered  to  be  painted  on  a 
board,  and  fixed  in  some  conspicuous  part  of  every 
Merchant-Ship,  on  penalty  of  50/. 

In  case  of  any  Ship's  sailing  without  Cotivoy^ll 
Policies  of  Insurance  made  thereon,  or  on  Goods 
laden  therein,  by  any  Person  privy  to  her  sailing 
tvithout  Convoy,  are  declared  null  and  void  ;  and 
a  penalty  of  200/.  is  imposed  on  Parties  to  such  In- 
surance, or  Brokers,  settling  or  paying  any  loss 
thereon, 

Previous  to  clearing  out  from  the  Port,  the  Mas^ 
ter  or  Conimander  must  give  Bond  at  the  Custom- 
house, with  one  Surety  in  a  penalty  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  Ship,  not  to  sail  without  Convoy,  nor 
to  depart  therefrom ;  and  this  extends  to  Ships 
(tlcaring  out  in  order  to  join  Convoy. 

The  Penahies  arc  recoverable  by  Action  in  the 
Superior  Courts. 

Of  ohaming  LeiUrs  of  Marque :  and  the  Regulations 

to  he  observed  in  Consequence. 

iRy  Statute  33  Geo.  ITI.  cap.  66.  §  15,  All  Ap-- 
plications  to  the  Admiralty  to  obtain  Letters  of 
Marque  roust  be  made  in  writing,  setting  forth  the 
exact  description  of  the  Vessel,  speci/)'ing  her  Name 

and 


N^        ' 


add  Burtl)en,ButIt,nuinber  ( 
longing.  Owners'  Names,  a 
All  these  particulars  are  to 
of  Marque,  which  is  to  be 
Slander  to  the  Collector,  C 
the  Port,'  from  which  the  J 
out ;  \vho  is  to  examine  the 
tificate  of  the  Vessel's  being 
thaa  stated ;  such  Certiiicat 
sary  Clearance  before  the  S 
•ail:  A  Penalty  of  lOOOL 
maiader  Bailing  without  sucl 
force  inferior    to  that  spa 
Marque :  Recoverable  in 
'  and  also,  not  more  tlian  one 
the  discretion  of  the  Court. 
By  §  1 9  of  the  same  Ac 
shall  be  forfeited  in  case  < 
Owners  or  Commander  of 
fierenue  Laws. 

By  §  8  of  37  Geo.  III.  caf 
foregoing  Act  33  Geo.  III.  c 
o£  evtry  Letter  of  Marque  is 
nal,  containing  an  exact  ace 
actions,  the  capture  of  Pri£< 
and  all  infbrination  which  hi 
Enemies'  Fleets,  their  Force 
bis  arrival  at  any  Port  of  his  J 
is  tq  deliver  op  this  Journal 


niiiiuu*  u.,ut»..v-i  ^.^-BJ. 

"  Any  Person  wilfully  concealing  rrom  the  Officers 
.  ofQuaranttne,  orclandestinelyconveyingany  Letters, 
Goods,  or  Merchandise,  from  a  Ship  under  or  liable 
to  perform  Quarantine,  or  from  any  other  place  where 
Goods  are  performing  Quarantine,  shall  suffer  deatb^ 
as  in  cases  of  Felony,  without  benefit  of  Clergy. 

*'  When  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  &c.  or 
France,  Spain,  Portugal,  or  the  low  Countries,  is  in- 
fected with  the  Plague,  his  Majesty  may,  by  Procla* 
mation,  prohibit  any  small  Boat  or  Vessel,  under  the 
burthen  of  20  Tons,  from  going  out  of  any  Port  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  until  Security  is  given  by  tb« 
Master,  in  the  Penalty  of  300/.  that  she  shall  not  go 
to,  or  touch  at,  any  Country,  Port,  or  Place,  men- 
tioned for  that  purpose  in  such  Proclamation;  and 
that  no  Person  on  board  the  Ship,  shall  go  on  board 
any  other  Vessel  at  Sea ;  and  that  he  shall  not  suffer 
any  person  to  come  on  board  her  from  any  other 
Vessel  at  Sea ;  and  that  he  shalt  not  receive  anj 
Goods  or  Merchandise  out  of  any  other  Vessel  :  Any 
Boat  or  Vessel,  going  out  before  such  Security  ii 
given,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  Master  and  pvery 
Mariner  convicted  of  sailing  in  her,  by  the  Oath  of 
one  credible  Witness,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace» 
where  the  Offender  is  found  (or  by  the  Courts  in 
yersey,  &c.)  shall  forfeit  20/.  leviable  by  Distress  and 
Sale ;  and  for  want  of  Distress,  the  Offender  ahail  be 
committed  to  Prison  for  three  months." 

Ifl  addition  to  the  foregoing  Rules,  the  principal 
1  Officer 
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fcr  the  ransom  of  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Cargo,  or  any 
pare  thereof,  aft^r  the  same  shall  have  been  taken  as  a 
prize,  and  shall  in  pursuance  therebf,  actually  quit, 
tet  at  liberty,  or  discharge  any  such  Prize,  instead  of 
bringing  the  same  into  some  Port,  (unless  in  case  of 
extreme  necessity,  to  be  allowed  by  the  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty,) shall  forfeit  his  Letter  of  Marque,  and 
shall  be  punished  by  Fine  and  Imprisonment^  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Court. 

The  37th  Section  of  the  said  Act  provides,  that  it 
^hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Subjects  to  ransom,  or  con- 
tract,or agree  to  ransom,any  British  Ship  ©r Vessel,  or 
any  Merchandise  or  Goods  on  board,  the  sanip,  cap* 
tured  by  the  Subjects  of  any  State  at  War  with  'his 
Majesty,  or  by  any  Persons  committing  Hostilities 
against  his  Majesty's  Subjects. 

All  Contracts  and  Agreements  entered  into,  and 
all  Bills,  Notes,  and  other  Securities,  given  by  any 
Person,  for  Ransom  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer- 
chandise or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  are  (by 
§  38  of  the  Act)  declared  to  be  absolutely  null 
and  void. 

Any  Person  who  shall  ransort,  or  contract^  or 
agree  to  ransom,  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  Mer- 
chandise, or  Goods  on  board  the  same,  shall^  for  every 
such  Offence,  forfeit  600/.  recoverable  with  full 
Costs  of  Suit,  in  any  Court  of  Record. 
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the  Customs^  and  verify  the  G)ntent8  ort  Oath.  This 
Journal  is  by  the  Custom-house  Officer  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Admirahy  with  an  account  of  the  Crewr^ 
&c.  who  arc  to  be  mustered  on  board  in  the  Port,  by 
the  Tide-Surveyor.  A  new  Certificate  is  to  be 
granted  by  the  Custom-house  Officer  of  the  Ship** 
being  properly  manned  and  armed  :  A  Peoalty  of 
lOO/.  recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Record,  is  im«» 
•posed  on  the  Custom-house  Officer  giving  a  false 
Certificate. 

By  J  9  of  the  same  Act,  directions  are  given  for 
the  conduct  of  Commanders  on  meeting  Ships .  of 
War,  or  in  the  Service  of  the  Revenue  ;  to  the  Cap* 
tains  of  whom  they  are  to  produce  their  Journal,  aa 
also  to  British  Consuls  at  Foreign  Ports,  who  are  to 
act  as  Custom-bouse  Officer^  are  directed  to  do  in 
British  Ports. 

A  Penalty  ofbOOl  recoverable  in  any  Court  of  Re* 
cord,  is  impossed  on  the  Commanders  of  Letters  of 
Marque,  neglecting  or  transgressing  any  of  the  fore* 
going  Regulations  ;  and  on  swearing  falsely  they  arc 
liable  to  the  Penalties  of  Perjury.  By  any  such 
neglect  or  transgression  the  I^etters  of  Mar(}ue  also 
become  null  and  void* 

It  ifiay  be  proper  also  in  this  place  to  notice  the 
restrictions  on  ransoming  Shifs^  captured  either  /rem 
or  by  the  Enemy. 

By  the  said  Statute  33  Geo.  III.  cap.  66.  ^  36, 
Any  Commander  of  any  Privateer,  who  shall  agree 

for 
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<br  tbe  ransom  of  any  Shipj 

part  thereof,  aft^r  the  same  i 

Prize,  and  shall  in  pursuan 

set  at  liberty,  or  discharge  a 

bringing  the  same  into  some 

extreme  necessity,  to  be  alloi 

miralty,)  shall  forfeit   his 

shall  be  punished  by  Fine  ai 

discretion  of  the  Court. 

The  37  th  Section  of  the  ii 

«hall  not  be  lawful  for  any  Sui 

tractjor agree  to  ransom,any 

any  Merchandise  or  Goods  ( 

tared  by  tbe  Subjects  of  an, 

Majesty,  or  by  any  Persons 

•gainst  his  Majesty's  Subjecu 

All  Contracts  and  Agree: 

all  Bills,  Notes,  atid  other  { i 

Person,  for  Ransom  of  any  1 

•handise  or  Goods  on  boa 

S  38  of  the  Act)  declared 
and  void. 

Any  Person  who  shall  n  1 
agree  to  ransom,  any  such  I 
chandise,  or  Goods  on  board  1 1 
Buch  Oflfence,  forfeit  500/.  1 
Costs  of  Suit,  in  any  Court  of 
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♦  Respecting  Pilot agd. 

X 

Id  addition  to  what  is  stated  in  page  345^  as  to 
Pilots  ufifdcr  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Trinity-House^ 
for  Ships  dawn  the  Thames^  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
by  jthe  Statute  3  Geo.  I.  cap.  13,  (now  in  force  tilj 
March  2S,  1806)  no  Person^  arc  permitted  to  pilot 
any  Ships  from  Dover,  Deal,  or  the  Isle  of  Thanct^ 
to  any  place  in  the  River^  Thames  or  M^druoay^  but 
such  ^as  have  been  examined  and  approved  by  the 
Trintty-HQuse  oi  Dover ^  &c.  and  adii^itted  into  that 
Society;  oa  Penalty,  for  the  first  OtFence,  ofio/. 
the  second  20/.  and  for  every  subsequent  one  40i^ 
reoovecabte  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  pf  the  Cinque 
Ports,  or  in  the  superior  Courts  of  Record.  Mastery 
or  Mates  pf  Vessels,  or  Part-Ownors  residip^^atDeal 
may  .pilot  their  owa  Vessels.  And  if. a  qualified 
pilot  is  not  ready  within  one  hpur^  np  Penalty  at- 
taches for  employing,  a  filot  not  pf  the  Trinity^ 
House.  Masters  may  choose  their  Pilots,  and^if  a 
Pilot  is  not  employed  at  least  twice  a  year^  fae  is  not 
to  continue  in  the  Society. 

'  •  •    • 

The  t^rices  of  Pilotage  arc  also  settled  by  this  Act, 
Viz: — 

For  Vessels  drawing  Seven  Foot  Water    3  10    O 
For  Vessels  drawing  Eight  Foot  Water    4    0    0 


*. 


an 


a 


and  lOx.  additional,  for  eve 

Draft  of  Water,  to  sevcni 

Rate  is  67.  lOs.  from  Doz 

Thanet,  to  any  Place  in  th 

,    No  Allowance  to  be  made  i 

.      A  Pilot  losing  a  Ship  is  fi 

from  acting.     The  number 

than  One  Hundred  and  T 

are  every  Lady-day  to  be  fi 

Houses  at  London  and  Dove 

By  the  same  Act  all  disp 

♦age  of  Anchors,  Cables,  &; 

(m  twelve  hours'  time)  by 

by  the  Lord  Warden  of  the  < 

By  §  14  of  the  Statute 
Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Lc ; 
Trinity-Hoase,  at  a  Court  o 
powered  to  make  Orders  a 
better  Government  of  these 

The  Pilots  in  the  Port  of  ! 
gulatqd  by  Acts  of  Parliame  i 
is  that  of  37  Geo.  III.  cap. 
ttract  is  given  in  Suefs  Ship-l  I 

Of  the  Liahility  of  Owners  o 

Embezzlement  c 

On  this  Sobject  there  are    i 
fte  attention  of  Owners  and  ] : 
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The  first  of  these  is  the  Statute  7  Gep.  II.  cap.  1 3, 
the  Preamble  to  which  recites  it  to  be  "  of  the 

'  ^eatest  importance  to  this  Kingdom  to  promote  the 
increase  of  Shipping,  and  to  prevent  any  discourage-' 
ment  to  Merchants,  &c.  concerned  therein  :  That  i( 

*  had  been  held,  that  in  many  cases  Owners  of  Ships 
were  answerable  for  Goods  shipped  on  board,  although 
the  same  were  made  away  with  by  the  Master  or 
Mariners,  without  the  knowledge  or  privity  of  the 
Owners,  by  which  means  Persons  were  discouraged 
from  adventuring  their  Fortjunesas  Ownei'S  of  Ships  ; 
which  would  necessarily  tend  to  the  prejudice  of 
Trade  and  Navigation  ;'*  For  ascertaining  and  set- 
tling the  question,  therefore,  it  is  enacted,  that  ia 
future  no  Owner  shall  be  liable  to  make  good  any 
I^fls  or  Damage,  by  reason  of  any  embezzlement^ 
secreting,  or  making  away,  ky  the  Master  or  Mariners^ 
of  any  Gold,  Silver,  Jewels,  or  other  Goods,  or  for 
any  Act,  Damage,  or  Forfeiture,  occasioned  or  in- 
curred by  the  Master  or  Mariners,  without  the  pri- 
vity and  knowledge  of  such  Owner,  beyond  ih^  value 
of  the  Shipy  arui  the  Freight  for  the  Voyage. 

By  the  Statute  26  Geo.  IIL  cap.  86,  to  explain 
and  amend  the  foregoing  Act,  after  reciting  the  above 
provision,  and  that  all  Masters,  Captains,  and 
Owners  were  by  Law  respectively  liable  to  answer  for 
the  value  of  Goods  shipped,  notwithstanding  they 
were  lost  by  Robbery ^  Fire,  or  other  Accident ;  other 
than  by  the  King's  £nemies,  the  Perils  of  the  Sea, 
or  the  Act  of  God^  or  unless  the  Master  or  some  of 

the 
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the  Ship's  Company  were  | 
wAici  case  alone,  the  resp 
was  by  the  former  Act  liir 
Ship  and  Freight :   To  pn 
sponsibility  to  which  the  O 
exposed,  it  is  enacted.  That 
Vessel  shall  be  liable  to  ai 
mage,  by  reason   of  any 
secreting,    or    making  aw,i 
Silver,  Jewels,  or  Merchand 
Vessel,  or  for  any  Act,  Dam 
sioned  or  incurred  without  th 
b'-vond  the  value  oftheShi| 
^ -e  Master  or  Mariners  are  r 
to  such  Robbery  :  Nor  for  ; 
an);  Goods  or  Merchandise  '> 
means  of  any  Fire  happen! 
Nor  for  any  Gold,  Silver,  H^ 
the  nature  and  value  of  them 
shipping,  inserted  in  the  Bill  i 
declared  in  Writing,  by  the  ; 
or  Master  of  the  Ship. 
These  Acts  also  provide,  ( ' 

tors  of  Goods  should  happen 
bery.  Embezzlement,  &c.  and  \ 
Ship  and  Freight  should  not  b 
•ate  all  their  Losses  the  Proprii  i 
average  Proportion  to  the  amoi 
that  to  ascertain  the  amount  a 
losses,  cither  the  Freighters  c 
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a  Bill  of  Disoevery^  in  any  Court  of  Equity.  The 
Owners,  on  exhibiting  every  sueh  Bill,  are  to  swear^ 
that  they  are  not  guilty  of  any  collusion  on  the 
Subject.  ^ 

It  is  expressly  declared,  that  the  Acts  sh^Il  not 
lessen  or  discharge  any  remedy  against  the  Master  or 
Mariners.  ^ 


Thus  has  the  Author  endeavoured  to  bring  under 
the  review  of  his  Commercial  and  Nautical  Readers, 
that  species  of  Information  with  respect  to  the  Laws 
of  Commerce,  Shipping,  and  Navigation,  which  can- 
BOt  fail  to  be  interesting,  and  of  course  likely  to  be 
useful  and  advantageous. 

The  mass  of  Information,  which  is  thus  compressed 
within  50  narrow  compass,  will  prove  also  a  conve- 
nience to  Men  of  Business,  whose  time  does  not  ad- 
mit of  that  minute  Investigaticm,  to  which  it  is  only 
necessary  to  resort,  where  cases  occur  re^juiring  legal 
discussion. 

As  a  Directory  through  the  Labyrinth  of  Commer- 
cial and  Nautical  Jurisprudence,  this  General  Fiew 
Will  be  found  desireable.  It  will  require  but  a  ver/ 
short  Ume  to  fix  upon  the  mind  a  knowledge  of  what 
10  required  of  Commercial  and  Nautical  Men  to  per- 
fcrm  s  while  a  Beacon  is  held  out,  shewing  the  Pains 
and  Penalties  which  it  is  necessary  to  avoid. 

In  no  Work,  which  hfts  come  und^r  the  Author** 

notice^ 
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notice,  has  the  same  compre 

oftbis  interesting  Subject,  v 

valuable,  as  much  pains  have  I 

the  acts  of  their  Technical  F 

and  reducing  the  extracts  a 

out  doing  violence  to  Accur 

to  which  the  greatest  attenti 

It  remains  therefore,  onh 

this  Work  by  a  Summary' 

I^ws,  as  may  be  considered  ; 

Compilation,  long  and  ard. 

Ship-Masters  trading  to  the 

Tie  Rules  and  Regulations 

which  will  fonn  the  subject  ( 

Chapter, 
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IntroJuctiott,  explanatory  of  the  ad'tantages  of  an 
Abstract  of  the  Regulations  applicable  to  the  River 
Tltames^: — \st.  Legislative  Rules  respecting  Pilots. 
^-Q,nd.  Revenue  Officers. — 3d.  The  Passage  from 
Gravesend  to  London. — 4th.  Guns  Shotted  in  the 
River. — 5  th,  Gunpowder^  and  when  and  .where  to 
he  Landed. — 6th.  Ships  Mooring  in  St,  Saviours 
Dock.-r-lth.  P^essels  from  Foreign  parts. — Sth.  Ships 
Laden  with  Tobacco. — gth.  Harbour  Masters. — 
10/^.  Principal  Regulations  to  be  observed  on  the 
arrival  of  Ships  at  the  Port  of  Discharge. — 1 1  th^ 

.  I  By  Fessels  taking  in  Cargoes. — 1 2th.  Ships  in 
Ballast. — I3th.  Ballast  for  Ships  outward-bound.-^* 
14th.*  The  Heating  or  Melting  Pitch,  or  other 
Combustible  Matter.-^lSth.  Bumboais. — l6/A.  Bye 
Laws  of  the  Trinity  Corporation,  as  they  relate  to 
the  River  Thames. — ITth.  Regulations  of  the  Gene^ 
ral  Meeting  of  the  fVest-lndia  Merchants,  respect-- 
ing  Ships  in  that  Trade.'-^lQth.  Legislative  Regu^ 
lations  respecting  Quays,  Wharfs,  and  Wharfingers. 
— IQ/A.  Respecting  the  Hiring  of  Seamen. — 2Qth. 
Incroachments  and  Nuisances  on  the  River  Thames. 
'"^And  Lastly,  General  Observations  on  the  Penal 
Statutes  applicable  to  the  River;  the  means  of  Pre^ 
vention;  and  the  mode  of  obtaining  relief  when 
Offences  are  committed. 


An 
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./xN  ardent  desire  to  convc 
mation,  witbtn  £he  shortest  ] 
may  protect  Ship-masters  an 
employed  on  the  River  Tbao 
penalties^  has  produced  the  i 
which  may,  in  most  respects, 
prehending  the  principal  Rut 
8ucb  a  com(»latian»  contalni 
of  the  Laws  and  Usages  aa 
Thames,  good  order  should  b( 
degree  than  heretofore,  am 
formed  Ship-Masters  and  o 
respect  to  the  duties  incumbe 
and  the  offences  they  ought  t 
object  will  be  gained  in  tl 
Police  of  the  River  Thames  , 
knowledge,  the  unwary  are  fi  i 

w 

pect  opened,  through  the  sam  i 
the  demand  for  punishment, 
convictions  on  penal  ofFen; 
degree  of  security  is  estabHshc 
danger  of  conflagration. 

Impelled  by  a  strong  sens: 
the  object  explained,  and  b) 
some  degree,  to  supply  a  defic 
long  felt  as  a  grievance,  an  at 
arrange,  under  the  following 
what  may  not  improperly  be  d 

O  o 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS' 

OP  THB 

PORT  OF  LONDON, 

For  the  Information  of  Ship-Masters,  and  pikers  fre- 
^tenting  the  Port  of  London^  or  employed  indifferent 
Pursuits  on  the  River  Thames^  or  the  Wharf s^  and 
landing  Places  adjacent  thereto. 

SECT.  l^Respecfing  'Pilots. 
Every  person  taking  upon  himself  the  chai^  of 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  (except  Colliers  and  Coasters)  ap- 
proaching the  River  Thames  or  Medway,  or  depart- 
ing therefrom  down  the  said  Rivers,  or  through  the 
'  North  Channel,  to  or  by  Orfordness,  or  round  the 
Long  Sand-Head  into  the  Downs,  or  down  the 
South  Channel  into  the  Downs,  or  from  or  by  Or- 
fordness up  the  North  Channel,  or  the  River  Thames, 
or  Medway,  must  be  piloted  only  by  persons  duly 
licenced  and  authorized  under  the  Seal  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  Trinity-House  of  Dcptford  Strond. 
By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20.  every  Pilot 
taking  cliarge  of  Vessels  as  aforesaid,  without  being 
duly  licenced,  forfeits  aol.  The  Rates  of  Pilotaga 
are  settled  by  the  said  Corporation  of  the  Trinity- 
House,  under  the  Autlux'ity  of  the  i^iove-meGt- 
tioned  Act. 

I  Filots 
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Pilots  for  Ships  uf  the    : 
licenced  by  the  Trinity-Hou  * 

SECT.  ll.^Respeetmi 
Every  Ship-Master  ♦  on   i 
London,  in ward-bound^(or(le  i 
is  to  bring  to  at  the  usiial  plat  i 
Officers  on  boards  for  the  pu  ■ 
Cargo,  who  are  to  have  ac(  i 
Ship  ;  and  if  the  keys  of  cl 
livcred  to  them,  or  the  place  i 
stowed  are  not  opened,  the  T 
to  send  for  their  Superior  O: 
them. — Penalty  lOOl. — ^By  1 
cap.  13. 

By  the  Stat,  g  Geo.  II.  c  i 
of  the  Customs  or  Excise,  b: 
Vessel  within  the  limits  of  i 
hindered  or  beaten  in  the  ti, 
the  party  or  parties  offending 
be  transported  for  seven  yeaii 
II.  cap.  34,  If  any  person  ji 
dangerously  wound  any  Office  i 
attempting  to  go  on  board  of 

*  On  coming  widiin  Four  Leagues  of  1 1 
u  bo«nd  by  the  Act  of  ^^  Geo.  lU 
of  lool.  to  produce  has  Manifest  to  the 
coming  on  board,  who  shall  ^crtifj 
hack  thereof.— He  shall  also  furnish  th 
who  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Colk 
Goods  are  consigned,  under  the  like  pei 

o  o  a 


his  office,  such  offender  tx  offenders,  on  conviction, 
(ball  stlfTer  death.— And  furlhcr,  by  24  Geo.  III. 
Stat.  1.  Cftp.  4y,  If  Any  person  on  eliore,  or  on 
bobrd  of  any  Ship,  Vessel,  or  Boat,  shall  malicbuslf 
shoot  M  iny  Ship,  Vessol,  or  Boat,  or  maim  or 
*odnd  any  Officer  belonging  to  the  Navy,  or  to  the 
Customs  or  Exercise,  within  the  limits  of  the  Port 
at  London,  (or  any  other  Port  in  Great  Britain,  or 
*ithin  lout  Iftagaes  of  the  Coast,)  \yhile  such  Officers 
are  attempting  to  go  on  board — or  while  on  boari— 
or  returning,  or  otherv^isc  acting  in  die  executioa 
of  their  duty,  cvety  offender  rfialF,  on  conviction, 
suffer  death ;  and  further,  by  the  Act  of  19 
Geo.  III.  cap.  28,  If  any  person  shall  assault, 
resist,  oppose,  molest,  or  hinder  any  Officers  of 
Custohis  or  Excise,  iii  Sizing  any  Goods  liable  to 
be  Seized,  or  shalj  by  force  or  violence  rescue,  or 
cause  to  be  rescued,  4ny  of  the  Said  Goods  after  be- 
ing Seized^  or  shall  attempt  to  do  so  ;  or  after  such 
Seizures  made,  shall  break  or  damage  any  Ca&I:s  or 
Packages,  where  thcsanie  are  contained ;  the  parties 
emending,  on  convictron,  may  be  imprisooed,  in  the 
House  of  Correction,  for  three  months. 

SECT.  III. — Time  allowed  to  pass  from  Gravesend  /• 

Jjondoit. 

By  13  &  14  Car.  II.  cap.  11.  No  Ship  arriving 

from  beyond  Sca>  shall  be  above  three  days  coming 

3  fhnn 
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Irdm  Omvesefid  to  her  pl2 
River  Tbame;^  witfapvit  t 
Quay>  or  Place  adjoining  t 
Gravesend  aod  Chester'l  Q 
pontrary  wifids^  or  other  j 
allowed  by  the  principal  OQ 

SECT.  W'—Respfcting  ( 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  I 
mander,  or  other  OiSjcer  o 
Majesty's  Ships,)  whiie  in  t 
permit  any  Gun  to  be  fired  1 
sun-setting,  under  the  p6f)al 
so  fired ;  nor  shall  any  6u 
Ship  or  Vessel  sfasll  be  in  the 
Blackwall  and  London  Bridg 
5l.  for  each  Gun  so  kept  aba 

SECT.  Y.^Beffe^fiffi  Gun- 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  cz 
cap.  6l,  The  Commander  ol 
arriving  within  the  Port  of  I^ 
Majesty's  Service,)  is  bound 
powder  on  board,  except  S 
^rival  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel 
in  twenty-four  hours,  (in  case 
-mit,)  after  coming  to  anchoi 
of  unlading.«-Nor  dball  any 
person  on  boards  receiye  on 
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bound  Vessel,  more  than  25lb.  of  Gun-powder,  be- 
fore such  Vessel  falls  down  to  Blackwall,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting,  in  both  cases,  all  the  Gun-powder  found 
on  Board  above  25lb.  and  also,  in  either  case,  2s. 
ibr  every  pound  of  Powder  found  on  Board  above 
the  said  25lb.  which  is  allowed,: — and  no  Gun- 
powder, (exceeding  100  pounds,)  shall  be  conveyed 
by  water  in  any  Barge,  Boat,  or  other  Vessel,  (ex- 
cept in  Vessels  with  Gun-powder  imported  from^ 
br  to  be  exported  to  any  place  beyond  Sea,  or 
going  Coastwise,)  that  hath  not  a  close  deck,  and 
which  shall  not  be  covered  besides  with  Raw  Hides 
or  Tarpaulins;  and  all  Gun-powder,  water-borne 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  in  barrels  closed,  joined,  or 
hooped,  without  any  Iron  about  them ;  and  each  barrel 
shall  contain  no  more  than  lOOlb.  of  Gun-powder, 
and  not  more  than  200  barrels  shall  be  conveyed  ia 
-  any  Boat  or  Barge  at  the  same  time.  All  Gun- 
powder carried  or  removed  in  any  other  manner 
than  before  prescribed,  is  liable  to  be  seized,  and 
forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  person  seizing  the  same. 

SECT.  VL-^ReguJaiions  respecting  Ships  mooring  a/ 

St.  Saviours  Doci, 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20,  It  is  enacted, 
that  in  case  any  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  be  laid  up 
or  moored  in  the  mouth,  or  any  part  of  St.  Saviour*8 
IXx>k,  in  the  County  of  Surrey ;  (except  such  Ves- 
sels, as  shall  be  lading  or  taking  in,  or  unlading  or 
delivering  their  Cargoes  respectively ;  and  also  ac- 
cept 
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6ept  auch  Vessels,  not  cxc<  i 
any  one  time,  as  shall  lie 
wright  Yard,  at  the  North 
Dock,  daring  the  time  su<  I 
be  repairing,  and  no  Iong<  i 
of  every  such  Ship  or  Vess<  I 
vball  forfeit  and  pay  for    ! 
Vessel  shall  so  continue  to 
(unless  for  the  purposes  af( 
to  the  Poor  of  the  Trinity  < ! 

SECT.  VlL^Fessels  iradk  i 
remove  from  the  Stream,  ex ' 

By  the  Act  of  19  Geo. 
Vessel  coming  from  foreign 
the  Port  of  London,  shall 
Stream,  except  to  the  Law ' 
Goods  are  discharged  out  oi 
Vessel    outward-bound    to 
Groods  on  board,  shall  be  rei 
except  to  the  said  Lawful  < 
accident  or  emergent  occas 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
their  consent,  the  Master, 
such  Vessel,  shall  forfeit  ICM 

SECT.  Vlll.-^Regulaiions  % 

with  Tel 

.    By  the  Act  of  29  Geo.  ] 
arriving  with  Tobacco,  sbali 


pf  the  Pool  appomtod  by  tbc  •Commifiibncis  ef -  4b€ 
Ctutoms,  and  in  ik>  other  pltte^  and  shail  i«BBaio  at 
6Qcb  Moorings  until  die  delivery  of  the  Cargo^  aod 
until  such  Vessel  shall  have  been  clegped,  «ider  the 
penalty  of  IQOL  unless,  io  the  Judgment  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  Master,  or  Person  haying  chai^ 
of  such  Vessel,  sh^ll  have  been  prevented  fnom  coia^ 
^ying  with  thiis  Rule,  by  pnavoidable  accidents 

k 

SECT.  IX. — Regulations  withnsfcct  io  the  Harlour-- 

Master^^His  Powers  explained. 

By^  the  Act  of  89  <Seo.  IIL  oap.  Ishc.  Tlie 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  n  aothoriaed  to  appoint  a 
Harbour-Master,  with  ppwer  and  authority,  (attend* 
ing  to.  the  Acts  of  I9  &  29  Geo.  UL  beSott 
ineTitipne4»).to  <iirect  the  ent^ng,  nKXH»ng^  an4 
unmooring,  vno^iitgand  femoAngall  Sbip%  Vessris^ 
Ughters  and  Cra/t,  (exccqpt  those  of  the  Trini^  Cor» 
|X>ratk>nJ  coming  into,  lying,  <h:  beiqg  in  thePoA 
c^  London,  pnd  the  i^iial  and  Cuts,  or  any  of  tbem^ 
(except  the  Docks  and  the  entrance  thereto^  and  to 
regulate  the.  times  and  manner  of  their  entrance 
into  and  going  out  of  the  same ;  and  tb^r  re^>ec* 
live  Biftbsi,  Stations,  Fomtions,  Lading 'and  Dis* 
charging,  thereon,  and  the  time  of  opening  and 
shutting  the  several  Gates  of  the  said  Canal,  in  con- 
formity to  >th}6  Aof,  and  4o  the  Bye*L»vra  of  the 
Corporation  of  London^  Which  they  are  authorized 
to  makeiAr  the.go^dlSowcaineot  of  the  Harbour, 
Mast^,  «pd  i^her  Fdratotf  to  be  employed,  for  the 

more 
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siore  sMe  and    conveniei 
Mooriog  and  Unmooring 
in  the  River  Thames.— An 
iag  and  regulating  all  !M 
ligbtennea,  and  others  v 
Canal ;  and  for  preventing  < 
sod  Merchandise^  and  in  < 
or  Pilots  &c.  having  char 
Ship  or  Vessel,  shall  refuse 
Unmoor,   or  remove  any 
directions^  within  twelve  1 
in  writing,  or  left  with  so) 
Ship  f9r  Vessd  for  that  pur 
bour-Masters,  and  their  as  i 
anoor  umd  unmoor,  move  i 
Vessel,  and  the  char^  the ; 
a  sum  not  exceeding  lO/.  ni 
•fience,  by  the  Owner,  M^ 
charge  of  such  Ship  or  V&i 
strucdon  or  hindrance,  the 
fidrfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
than  5/.  and  such  orders  shsi 
the  re^nsibiiity  of  the  pen 
any  Ship  or  Vessel. 

SECT.  X.— Principal  Revei: 
arrival  at  ike  Fori 

By  the  Statute  1st  of  EIi;i 
and  Masters  of  Vessels,  are 
or  Unlading  Ships,  except  i 
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Legal  Quays  and  places  appointed  in  London  and 
elsewhere  ;  and  without  due  notice  to  the  Custom- 
house Officer;  and  by  the  26th  of  Geo.  IIL.cap. 
40,  the  Master  of  every  Vessel  belonging  to  British 
Subjects,  is  bound  to  have  on  board  a  Manifest 
signed  by  himself,  containing  the  names  of  all  the 
Ports  at  which  any  of  the  Goods  on  board  have  been 
laden  ;  the  name  of  the  Built  and  Tonnage  of  the 
Ship ;  the  Master's  name,  and  the  Port  to  which  .the 
Ship  belongs ;  with  a  true  account  of  the  Cargo, 
whether  Packed  or  Stowed  loose;  and  the  exact 
number  and  marks  of  every  Package  in  which  the 
Cargo  is  contained,  (which  must  be  produced  to  the 
first  Officer  who  comes  on  board  within  the  limits  of 
th)5  Port.) — ^And  Bulk  must  not  be  broken,  nor  any 
part  of  the  Cargo  Unladed,  until  the  Vessel  cornea 
to  her  proper  place  of  Discharge  in  the  Port,  and  is 
authorised  to  Unlade  by  the  proper  Officer  of  the 
Customs,  under  a  Penalty  of  200/.  except  in  cases 
of  inevitable  necessity,  to  be  stated  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs. — And  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  Ship's  arrival,  the  Master  must  misike 
Oath  before  the  Collector  of  the  Ship's  Built  and 
Burden,  and  the  contents  of  her  Lading,  axul 
deliver  his  Manifest,  under  a  Penalty  of  2O0L^ 

.     SECT^ 


•  By -the  Act  of  xj  and  14  Charles  II,  cap.  1 1,  If  after  dearii^ 
any  Ship,  and  dischaiging  the  Tidesmen,  there  shall  be  found  on 
board  an/  Goods  coQcealed  for  which  the  Duties  oaght  to  have  \xtxi 
.      .  paid. 
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• 

SECT.  m. — 'Principal  Revenue  RegulationSy  as  they 
rilate  to  Ships  taking  in  Cargoes  and  departing. 

By  the  Statute  12  Geo.  I.  cap.  28,  Goods  received 
on  board  of  any  Ship  on  which  Duties  are  payable, 

or 

fold,  die  Master  or  peraon  having  the  charge  of  such  ^ip»  shaH 
forfeit  looA— By  9  Geo.  II.  cap.  35,  All  Goods  found  ooiw 
cealed  on  board  of  any  Ship  after  the  Master  shall  hare  made  his 
Report  at  the  Costom-hoose,  and  not  mentioned  in  said  Reporti 
ahdl  be  foKfeite4»  and  the  said  Master  subject  to  a  Penalty  of  trebk 
the  valne. 

By  5  Geo.  III.  All  Goods  found  concealed  in  any  Package,  or 
among  any  other  Goods  contained  therein,  at  any  time  after  the 
iade  shall  have  been  sent  to  the  King's  Stores,  and  which  shall  not 
have  been  within  twenty  days  after  the  first  Entry  duly  enterec^y 
and  the  Duties  paid  or  secured  ;  or  which  shall  be  found  concealed 
ia  any  Package,  or  inclosed  in  any  of  the  Goods  therein  contained, 
"Which  shall  be-  brought  on '  Shore  by  Special  Sufferance,  or  ord^r 
'  from  the  Customs  on  the  application  of  the  Proprietor,  and  shall  not 
be  specified  in  such  application,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited. 

By  21  Geo.  III.  If  the  Master  of  any  Vessel  shall  conceal 
or  suflfer  to  be  concealed  by  his  Mate,  Seamen,  or  any  of  tlSem  in 
any  part'  of  such  Vessel,  or  in  any  Chest,  any  Foreign  Spirituous 
Liquors,  over  two  Gallons  for  each  Seaman  on  board  ;  or  any  Tea 
above  Six  Pounds ;  or  Coffee  above  Nineteen  pounds ;  or  if  the 
Master  shall  clandestinely  Import,  or  suffer  to  be  clandestinely  Im- 
ported,  any  such  Foreign  or  Spirituous  Liquors,  or  any  other  Ua- 
customed  Goods  whatsoever,  whereby  the  Owners  become  liable  to 
any  Penalties,  or  the  Vessel  is  liable  to  be  forfeited ;  the  Master 
shall  not  only  forfeit  to  the  Owners  all  Wages  then  due,  bat  also 
treble  the  value  of  the  Uncustomed  Goods  over  i!he  Penaltie  s  to 
which  the  Master  shall  be  subject  by  any  Laws  now  in  force ; 
vi^ich  Penalties  of  treble  the  value  shall  go  to  the  Owner.  Mates 
or  Seamen  clandestinely  concealing  or  importing  any  Foreign  Sbiiii 
%cnous  Liquors,  over  Two  Gallons  for  each  Seaman,  or  Tea  above 
Six  Poqnds,  or  Coffee  above  Nineteisn  Pomds,  shall  forfeit  all 
Wages  doe  by  the  Owners;  and  io#.  for  every  GsUon  of  Foreign 

Spirit; 
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or  which  are  pohibited  to  be  cxpM'ted  without  ji 
Warnmt  or  without  the  presence  q(  an  Officer  of  the 
Customs  appointed  for  that  purpose^  are  liable  to 
be  seised  and  forfeited.  And  by  26  Geo.  III«  cap. 
40,  Masters  of  outward-bound  Ships^  are  to  deliver 
their  Cocquets  to  all  Custoni-bouse  Officers  on  de* 
mand  for  their  inspection,  on  Penalty  of  lOO/.  anfl 
any  Goods  on  board  not  corresponding  with  thp 
CoequEla,  may  be  seised.  No  Goods  entitled  to 
drawbacks  are  to  be  sent  on  board,  unless  acconr- 
panied  by  Revenue  Offiners,  or  persons  licensed  by 
the  Comoiissioner  of  the  Cuatonas* 

By  the  same  Act,  no  Ship-Master  can  clear  oat 
until  he  has  given  Bond  not  to  relapd  Goods  fraudu- 
lently, and  not  to  oppose  the  Offieers  in  the  Custoois 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

SECT.  XU.— 5A/>j  in  Ballast, 

By  ^4  Geo-  HL  Stat.  2,  Cap.  47/  ^  20,  Tt^ 
Master  of  every  Vessel  arriving  in  .the  TThames,  qt 
going  Qiitwards  (or  in  any  other  Fort  ia  this  King.* 
dom)  in  Ballast,  shall,  if  caHed  upon  by  the  Cel«. 
lector  or  Comptroller,  or  other  Officer  of  the  Cus- 
toms, make  a  true  Report  of  such  Vessel,  bptb  in.- 

Spirit ;.  ;oi.  fpt  ^^ry  Fo)»nd  of  Tea;  tmi  ioi,  for  every  Fouod  ^ 

gj^  Tlt^UjIpst  Act  is  to  be  Printed  and  pot  op  ia  some  coQsjttoioiis 

^fift  9^  eveiy  0riti^  Ye^,  Tttuj&Dg  Co  or  from  the  Ki^jS^m ; 

aQ4  ^  M^st^r  is  liable  tf  {Ay  a  Penalty  of  One  Shfiling  a  day* 

for  everyday  the  jaid  Act  jfihaU  not  be  Replaced  aftet  l^eiogDe&ced 

or  taken  49wa« 

wards 


w&rds  and  outwards,  and  answer^  upon  Oath  ^.such 
questions  rdative  to  the  Voyage,  M  dhall  be  put  ta 
'  him  by  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  on  his  arrival 
or  departure,  under  the  penalty  of  lOOL  But  such 
Report  is  not  to  subject  the  Master  of  any  Ship  to 
Additional  Feps. 

• 

S£1CT.  XIlL^RepJations  respecting  Ballast  in  iht 

Biver  Thames. 

'  All  Ship-masters,  or  persons  haian^  the  charge  of 
Ships  for  the  time  being  on  the  River  Thames^ 
having  Ballast  on  board,  are,  by  the  Act  of  d 
Geo.  II.  cap.  39,  prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of 
51.  from  throwing  any  such  Ballast  into  the  River. 
And  the  same  Act  directs,  that  such  Ballast  shall,  at 
the  expence  of  the  Owner  or  Master,  be  laid  orpu^On 
some  Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  Oliver,  or  some  ground 
or  place  above  High  Water  mark ;  or  that  the  said 
Ballast  shall  be  discharged  into  the  Lighters  of  the 
Trinity  O)rporation,  who  are  to  furnish  the  saine,  on 
demand  being  made  (at  their  Office  on  Tower-hill), 
within  thriee  days,  or  forfeit  50l.  for  neglect  or  re- 
fusal, unless  occasioned  by  Tempestuous  Weather; 
for  which  service,  6d.  for  every  Ton  of  Ballast  re^ 
ceived  into  the  said  Lighter  shall  be  paid  to  the  Cor^- 
poration  for  the  use  of  the  Poon 

* 

Ballast  far  OuSward^mnd  Fessek, 

And  by  the  same  Act,  and  the  Act  32  Geo  II.  cap» 
16,  All  Ship-masters  and  others^  intending  to  ship, 

as 
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as  Ballast,  Dung,  Compost,  Soil,  Chalk,  Rubbi9b, 
Soap-ashes,  ahall  previously  entet*  the  same  at  the 
Ballast-office  of  the  Trinity-house  (Tower-hill),  and 
shall  pay  a  Licence  Duty  of  id.  per  Ton,  in  terma 
of  the  said  Act,  subject  to  a  penalty  of  5L  in  case 
such  articles  shall  be  put  on  board  before  the  Entry 
is  made  and  Licence  Duty  paid,  or  a  greater  quantity 
diipped  than  such  Entry  specifies ;  the  said  Acts 
having  recognized*  the  Sole  Right  of  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  of  supplying  all  Ships  and  Vessds  with 
Ballast,  that  sail  between  London  Bridge  and  the 
Main  Sea,  at  the  follpwing  rates,  (specified  in  the 
Act  of  6  Geo.  IL  cap.  29,)  namely, 

/ 

For  every  20  Cwt.  carried  in  Vessels  in  the  Coal  Trade  .  iid. 

British  Vessels     •     .     •    •  ifd. 

.    • ^    Foreign  Vessels  •    •    •    •  I9d. 

without  however,  altering  or  affecting  the  price  of 
washed  Ballast  delivered  to  any  Ship. 

For  the  purpose  of  preventing  Frauds  in  the  de- 
livery of  Ballast,  the  Ship-Masters  applying  for  and 
taking  the  same,  may  appoint  persons  to  inspect  the 
Marks  of  the  Lighters,  and  on  discovery  of  any 
'  fraudulent  alterations,  suspicious  Lighters  are  to  be 
weighed  within  ten  Working  days  after  a  request  is 
made  to  the  Corporation  ;  and  if  a  Fraud  is  detected^ 
the  offending  party  to  forfeit  5/.  if  not,  the  person 
applying  shall  pay  the  expence  of  re-weighing  the 
Lighter. 

When  Ballast  Lighters  arc  conveyed  to  Ships,  the 

Masters 
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Masters  may  appoint  the  Mate  or  any  other  person^ 
to  inspect  the  Lighter*s  depth  in  the  water^  for  which 
purpose  the  Ballast- men  are  obliged  to  trimsoch  sus- 
pected Lighter,  and  to  pump  all.  the  water  out,  so  as 
to  swim  at  equal  Marks  at  Stem  and  Stern  :  and  in 
case  of  obstruction^  the  Ballast-men  to  forfeit  5/. 

SECT.  XLV.'-^ReguJaUons  to  be  attended  to  whilf 
Ships  are  in  the  Port  of  London. — To  prevent  Fire 
and  Conflagration  by  heating  Pitchy  &c. 

By  the  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.  cap.  20,  *^  If  any 
Master,  G)mmander,  or  other  Officer  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel,  or  any  other  person  on  board  the  same, 
shall,  while  such  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  lie  or  be  jjn 
the  River  of  Thames,  between  London  Bridge  and 
Blackwall,*'  heat  or  melt,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be 
heated  or  melted  by  Fire,  Logger  Heat,  Shot,  or 
any  other  thing  on  board  any  such  Ship  or  Vessel : 
any  Pitch,  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease,  Tallow,  Oil,  or 
other  Combustible  Matter  or  Things  :  every  person 
or  persons  50  offending,  shall  for  such  Offence,  on 
conviction  before  two  Justices,  forfeit  Five  Pounds. 

(pr  In  this  case,  the  Law  allows  no  power  of  Miti- 
gation. 

SECT.    XV. — Regulations  to  he  attended  to  while 
Ships  are  in  the  Port  of  London,  respecting  Bumboats. 

By  the  act  of  2d  Geo.  L  cap.  28,  No  Bum- 
boats  or  other  Boats  are  authorised  to  piy  on  the 
river    for   the  purpose  of   selling  Liquors,    Slops, 

Tobacco, 
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Tobacco,  Brooms,  Fruit,  Greens,  Gingerbread,  and 
other  such  like  Ware,  unless  such  boats  are  duly 
licensed  by  the  Trinity  Corporation,  and  used 
in  the  day  time,  between  Sun  rising  and  Sun  setting 
only. 

Where  persons  navigating  such  Bumboats  or  other 
Boats,  receive  unlawfully  any  Ropes,  or  any  part  of 
the  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Furniture  of  the.  Vessel, 
or  any  part  of  the  Cargo  by  way  of  barter,  exchange, 
or  otherwise,  such  offender  may  be  seized  hy  any 
Person^  and  the  Offender,  together  with  the  Boat 
and  Articles,  carried  before  a  Magistrate. 

SECT.  XVI.— Bye-Laws  o/M^Tbinity-House. 

Of  the  Bye-Laws  of  the  Trinity  Corporation  as 
they  apply  to  the  River  Thames,  those  following  are 
not  superseded  by  acts  of  Parliament,  or  rendered 
obsolete  by  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  state  of  Society. 

1.  Ship-masters  discharging  Goods  in  the  River 
ivbo  shall  permit  Bumboats  to  come  on  board  their 
Ships  at  unseasonable  Hours,  or  who  shall  suffer  the 
dirt  of  their  Ship*  to  be  put  into  their  own  Boats  at 
\inseasonable  Hours,  shall  forfeit  Twenty  Shillings. 

> 

Resfecmg  Bread  Rooms. 

2.  Every  Ship-master  or  Mate  dr)?ing  or  per- 
mitting  Bread  Rooms  to  be  dried  in  the  Night,  or 
keeping  any  Fire  therein  in  the  Night,  to  forfeit  Five 
Pounds. 

JRuk 
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Rule  to  he  observed  m  lading  and  discharging. 

3.  Every  Ship-master,  &c.  who  shall  suffer  Goods 
to  be  t^ken  in  or  heaved  out  of  bis  Ship  without 
Jwvipg  a  Sail  nailed  to  the  Sill  of  the  Port,  or,*  (if  a 
small  Vessel)  to  the  Gunnel,  to  overhang  the  fide  of 
the  Lighter,  shall  forfeit  Twenty  Shillings. 

Obligations  on  Seamen  respecting  good  Behaviour  and 

moral  Conduct* 

4.  Every  Mariner  who  shall  swear,  curse,  or 
blasphenje  while  on  Ship  board,  shall  forfeit  One 
Shilling  to  the  Poor's  Box, — Every  Mariner  who 
shall  get  drunk  shall  in  like  Manner  forfeit  One 
Shilling  to  the  Poor's  Box. — Every  Mariner  who 
shall  be  obstinate  and  stubborn,  and  shall  not  obey 
the  Master's  lawful  Commands,  or  the  Mate's  or 
Boatswain's  in  his  absence,  shall  forfeit  Half  his 
Month's  Pay  to  the  Poor  of  the  Corporation. 

General  Obligations  on  all  Seamen  respecting  good  Be-- 
haviour  and  Moral  Conduct ,  by  the  Statute  Law. 

5.  And  further  by  the  Act  of  the  2d  Geo.  IL 
cap.  36.-r-If  any  Seamen  shall  desert  or  refuse  to 
proceed  on  the  Voyage,  after  having  signed  the  con- 
tract directed  by  Law,  he  shall  forfeit  all  the  Wage^ 
due  to  him. — ^Extended  to  the  West-India  Trade  by 
37  Geo.  IIL  cap.  73. 

Any  Seaman  thus  engaged  by  signing  the  Con- 
tract, who  shall  desert  oif  absent  himself,  may  be  ap- 

P  P  prchcnded 
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Vhligaiions  on  Ship-Masters  respecting  their  Agreements 

with  Seamen. 

And  further,  by  the  Act  of  2  Geo.  II.  cap,  3  6, 
every  Seaman  shipping  himself  on  board  any  Mer* 
chant  Vessel^  in  Foreign  Trade,  shall,  witbia  three 
days,  (and  iq  the  Coasting  Trade  upon  bis  enteriog>) 
sign  ap  Agreement,  declaring  the  wages  and  the  voy- 
^e,  (except  Apprentices)  w  in  defauk,  the  Master 
shall  forfeit  5l.  per  man  to  Greenwich  Hospital :  and 
on  the  arrival  of  any  Veflel  from  beyond  Seas  in 
the  Thames,  (or  in  any  part  of  Great-Britain,)  the 
Master  shall  pay  the  seamen  their  wages  within  thirty 
days  (and  within  five  days  in  the  Coasting  TradCi) 
after  the  Vessel  is  entered  at  the  Custom-House,  (ex- 
cepting there  is  a  previous  Agreement  to  tb^  con- 
trary,) or  at  the  tiipe  of  jthe  dischfirge,  deducting  all 
such  penalties  as  may  be  due  from  them  for  breach 
of  Liuvs. — ^Penalty  to  the  Master  Twenty  Shillings 
above  the  wages. 

By  the  Act  of  37  Geo.  Ill-  cap.  37,  for  preventing 
desertion  of  Seamen  in  the  West-India  Trade  :  Ship- 
Masiers  hiring  Seamen  who  have  deserted  from  any 
other  Ship,  incur  a  penalty  of  lOOl.  They  arc  also 
prohibited  from  hiring  Seamen  in  the  West- Indies, 
at  more  than  double  wages,  unless  ^y  licence  of  the 
Governpr  of  the  place,  under  a  like  penalty  of  lOOl 
1  A-ery  Trading  Ship,  to  the  West-Indies  is  to  have 
i\\\  Appreoticfr  under  17  year^  of  i^c,  for  every 
hundred  tons  bui:(|en,,  and  such  Apprentice  to  be  in- 
rolled 
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rolled  at  the  Custom-house^  where  the  Ship  clears 
out,  under  a  penalty  of  lOL 

Within  ten  'days  after  her  arrival  out,  and  home/ 
the  Ship-Master  is  to  deliver  to  ihc  Collector  of  the 
Fbrt^  a  List  of  the  Crew  on  board  at  the  thne  df 
clearing  out  from  the  Thames,  or  any  Port  in  Great- 
Britain,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Ship's  arrival  abro&d, 
of  all  who  have  deserted  or  died^  and  the  wages  due 
it  their  death,  under  a  penalty  of  501. — And  Ship- 

4 

Masters  also  incur  a  penalty  of  lOl.  for  refusing  to 
grant  a.  Seaman  a  Certficate  of  discharge. 

For  the  purpose  of  inducing  Sdlors  to  return  in 
Ships  from  Foreign  Parts,  and  to  prevent  their  turn- 
ing  P5rates,  the  Act  of  8  Geo.  I.  cap.  24,  prohibits 
Masters  or  Owners  of  Merchant  Ships  from, paying 
to  any  Seamen  beyond  Seas,  in  money  or  effects, 
more  than  one  moiety  of  the  Wages  due  at  the  time 
erf*  such  paymem,  till  such  Ship  return  to  Great- 
Britain,  or  Ireland,  on  penalty  of  double  the  mofiey 
|)atd. 

SECT.  XVII.— Por/  Regulation^  respeciirig  the  fVtst- 
Ihdla  Trade y  tsiablished  by  fhe  Merchants. 

By  the  Regulation  of  the  West Jndia  Merchants 
trading  to  and  from  the  l^ort  of  London,  bearing  date 
the  12th  June,  1789^  and  finally  confirmed, 
amended,  and  promulgated  on  the  27th  April,  17^* 
the  following,  among  other  rules  were  unanimously 
agreed  to,  and  established. 

1st.  That 
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Ist.  That' it  be  recommended  to  Captains  to  be  as 
much  as  possible  on  board  their  Ships  while  Un«r 
lading,  and  that  they  see  the  Hatchways  well 
secured  after  dark. 

2d.  That  Persons  who  work  the '  Ships  be  not  per- 
mitted to  go  on  Shore  during  the  day,  but  be 
victualled  on  boards  and  searched  when  they  go 
on  shore  at  night. 

3d.  That  the  regulations  prohibiting  all  perquisites 
arising  from  Sweepings  of  Sugar  be  confirmed  and 

continued. 

« 

4th.  That  it  be  recommended  where  it  is  convenient^ 
that  only  the  working  Hatchway  or  Hatchways  to 
the  between  Dcpks  and  Hold  be  open,  and  also 
that  the  passage  through  the  between  decks  and 
hold  be  closed  at  the  sides. 

5th.  That  no  Boat,  unless  provided  or  permitted  by 
the  Captain,  be  allowed  to  be  fastened  to  the  Ship. 

6th.  That  the  Ship's  Husband  or  Captain,  do  appoint 
Coopers  to  be  Victualled  and  kept  on  board,  and 
attended  to  in  like  manner  as  labourers  above 
mentioned;  to  give  substantial  Cooperage  to  the 
Sugar  casks  on  board  the  Ships,  and  do  ap- 
point Coopers  to  attend  the  casks  in  the  Lighters, 
at  tlie  Wharf,  and  at  their  Landing,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  delivered  in  good  condition 
according  to  the  Bill  of  Lading.  That  the  Ship's 
Coopers,  wherever  necessary,  attend  beloW  in  the 
Ship,  to  give  such  Cooperage  as  may  be  requisite 
for  bringing  the  casks  upon  deck  wi^h  safety  to 

their 
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their  contents,  and  that  they  repair  all  damages 

done  to  the  casks  in  the  Lighters  before   the 

Lighters  quit  the  Ship. 
7th.  That  the  Captain  or,Mate  see  that  each  Lighter 

has  a  sufficient   number  of  good  tarpaulins,  for 
,    the  purpose  of  -covering  the  Sugar  Casks. 

Further  Resolutions  of  the  West-India  Merchants 
Trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  entered  into  and 

'  promulgated  on  tfie  Establishment  of  the  Marine 
Police  Institution,  in  June  1798. 

A^  a    General  Meeting  of  the  West-India  Merchants 
Trading  to  the  Port  of  London,  held  at  the  Ma- 
rine Society  $  Office,  th  IQ/A  and  26th  June,  1798.* 
*'  Resolved  Unanimously,        igthJune,  1 798. 
«  That    two  Marine   Police   Constables   be  ap- 
pointed to  each  Ship,  (properly  sworn  and  instructed, 

in 

»  Abstract  of  the  principal  Regulations  of  the  West  India  Mer- 
chants, sctdcd  and  approved  by  a  General  Meeting  held  at  the 
Marine  Society's  Office,  on  the  19th  June,  1798,  specifying  the 
Conditions  under  which  the  Consublcs  and  Lumpers,  under  the 
Marine  Pdice  Institution,  should  enrol  themselves. 

CONSTABLES. 
I.  That  Marine  Police  Constables,  properly  sworn  and  instructed, 
shall  Watch  the  West-India  Ships  under  discharge : — That 
they  shall  attend  the  Lighters  to  the  Quays,  and  continue  to 
Watch  the  Property  on  board  until  delivered  over  to  the  Qijay 
Guard :— -That  they  search  all  Persons  on  leaving  the  Ship, 
and  apprehend  all  delinquents,  and  bring  them  before  the  Ma« 
gistrates,  whose  Instructions  they  are  bound  to  obey, 

LUMPERS. 
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in  lieu  of  the  watchmen  incumbent  on  Ship-owners 
to  employ^)  and  that  the  said  Constables  do  watch 
the  ships^  stores^  and  cargo,  and  attend  the  Lighters 

up 

LUMPERS. 
IL  That  the  Foremen  Lumpers  shall,  under  the  direction  of  tbe 

Saperintendant  of  Lumpers,  see  that  the  Gangs  perform  there 

duty  with  diligence  and  attention. 
IIL  That  the  Foreman  and  his  Gang  shall  attend  the  Marine 

Police  Office  at  Five  o'clock  in  the  Summer,  and  not  later 

than  Six  in  the  Winter,  and  repair  immediately  to  such  Ship 

as  the  Superintendant  shall  direct. 

IV.  That  the  Lumpers  shall  submit  to  the  orders  of  their  Foir- 
man  while  at  Work. 

V.  That,  in  conjunction  with  the  Foreman,  they  shall  strike 
Yards  and  Top-Masts,  get  up  the  Deriek,  and  prepare  ev'cry 
thing  as  heretofore  done  by  Lufopers  on  the  River  Thames^ 
and  then  proceed  to  the  discharge. 

VL  That  the  Working  Hours  shall  be  from  Six  In  the  Morning 
till  Six  at  Night  in  Summer,  and  from  Sun-rise  to  Sun-set  iit 
Winter. 

VII.  That  no  Lumper  shall  go  on  Shore  during  the  Day,  but  shall 
cat  their  victuals  on  boards. — They  shall  be  allowed  Half -an 
Hour  to  Breakfast,  at  Eight  o'Clock  in  the  Morning;  and 
One  Hour  to  Dinner,  to  commence  at  One  o'Clock  in  the 
Afternoon. 

VIII.  If  for  want  of  Entries,  or  other  circumstances,  a  Gang  can- 
not be  employed,  they  must  return  to  the  Office  for  fresh 
Instructions. 

JX.  The  Gangs  of  Lumpers  shall  wear  only  Stoekings  and 
Breeches. — No  Frocks,  Tro\^ser»>  Jemmies,  Pouches,  or  Bags, 
will  be  allowed. 

X.  On  quitting  the  Ship,  every  Lumper  shall'  be  searched  by  the 
Police  Constables. 

XI.  The  whole  Gang  shall  land  iu  a  Boat  with  their  Foreman. 
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tip  to  the  Quays  until  discharged,  and  carry  all  Of- 
fenders before  the  Magistrate  at  the  Marine  t'olice* 
Office." 

*^  Resolved  UivANiMOUSLT,  iQthJune,  1798. 
"  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Owners  and  Hus- 
bands of  West-India  Ships  and  their  Agents,  to 
have  their  cargoes  discharged  at  this  Port  by  means  of 
Lumfpers,  under  the  Regulations  of  the  Marine  to- 
lice-Office,  No.  259,  Wapptng  New-Stairs/  and  that 
the  Captains  of  all  West-India  Ships  be  instructed 
by  the  Owners,  &c.  to  grant  an  order  on  the  Ship's 
Husband,  or  Agenfs,  for  the  amount  of  the  Dues 
for  discharging  their  respective  Cargoes,  and  such 
order  to  be  given  fo  the  Qerk,  authorized  by  the 
Marine  Police  to  receive  the  said  Does,  according  to 
the  Rates  which  have  been  settled  by  this  Meeting, 
and  which  will  be  produced  by  the  Clerk  of  the  said 
Marine  Police-Office.       James  Allen,  Secretary/* 

On  the  2d  July,  1798,  a  Circular  Letter,  in  the 
following  terms,  with  the  subsequent  Resolutions, 
was  transnfiitled  by  the  Committee  of  West-India 
Merchants,  to  all  Importers  and  Ship-owners  in  the 
Port  of  London. 

XII.  Whacon  Ship-board,  tie  Coftstabks  and  Lumpers  shall  bt 
of  good  behaviour,  and  do  their  duty  with  civility,  and  shew 
all  proper  respect  to  the  Captain,  Officers,  and  Crew.— And 
if  any  Pfenon  quits  his  Duf/  or  Work  without  leave,  or  shall 
break  these  Conditions,  he  shaH  forfeit  the  Wages  which 
would  be  otherwtif  due  to  hxm« 

"  The 
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The  excessive  depredations  which  are  committed 
on  the  Cargoes  of  West-India  Ships,  between  the 
period  of  the  Ships  arrival  in  the  River,  and  their 
discharge,  have  induced  us  to  enter  into  the  fol- 
^*  lowing  Resolutions,  which  we  consider  as  neces- 
sary to  promote  the  effect  of  the  New  Marine 
Police-Office,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting such   depredations ;  We  therefore  com- 
municate them  to  you  thus  early,  in  order  that 
your  determination  may  be  understood  and  acted 
"  upon  without  delay/* 
The  Resolutions  are  as  follow  : 

"  Resolved, 
"  That  every  Captain  of  Our  Ships,  Homeward- 
bound,  do  Sleep  on  board  his  Ship  from  the  time  of 
her  arrival  until  her  Cargo  be  completely  discharged. 
That  he  do  constantly  attend  the  discharge  of  the 
Ship's  Cargo  in  person,  excepting  when  it  may  be 
necessary  for  him  to  be  at  the  Custom-house  or  the 
Counting-house  on  actual  business, 

"  That  where  it  is  convenient,  only  the  Working 
Hatchways  to  the  between  Decks  and  Hold  be 
open,  and  also  that  the  Passage  through  the  between 
Decks  be  closed  on  the  sides,*' 

^^  Resolved, 
-  ^'  That  such  Captains  do  apply  to  the  Marine 
Police-Officc,  No.  259,  Wapping  New-Stairs,  for 
the  hire  of  persons  to  be  employed  as  Lumpers  in 
discharging  the  Cargo,  who  are  to  be  fed  on  board, 
and  go  on  shore  only  after  their  work  is  6nished  in 

6  the 
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Mtbc  cvoningi  at  which  time  they  do  make  a  point  of 
being  present,  and  of  seeing  their  dress  carefully 
searched  for  concealed  sugar/' 

Furlher  Resolution  of  iJie  West-ht^ia  J^Unliants^  of 

the  10th  July,  1798. 

**  Rerolved, 
•  *'  That  the  Masters  and  Mates  of  West-India  Ships 
be  requested  to  give  a  Signed  List  of  the  number  and 
marks  of  the  Casks  and  tlicir  Contents,  delivered 
from  the  ship  into  each  Lighter  to  the  Constable  who 
attends  the  Lighter  to  the  Quay,  and  that  the  said 
list  be  afterwards  given  to  Ihe  Superintendant  at  the 
Quays,  and  that  he  be  diriacted  to  enjoin  the  Qu^y 
Guards  to  attend  the  safe  landing  of  the  Casks  from 
each  Lighter." 

■ 

SECT.XVIIL — Regulations  respecting  Qimys^  TfTmrfi^ 

ami  jVharfingers, 
By  the  Statute  of  13  and  14  Charles  IL  cap.l  1,  It 
is  enacted,  that  if  any  Keeper  of  any  Who  if.  Crane, 
or  Quay,  or  their  Servants,  shall  knowingly  suftcr  lobe 
taken  up  or  landed,  or  shall  ship  off,  or  suffer  to  be 
water-borne,  from  theirWharfa,  &c.  any  goods  prohi- 
bited,orwhercofanydutiesare  payable,  without  theprc- 
senccof  the  OfBcer3  of  the  Customs,  or  at  times  not 
appointed  by  Law,  or  Goods  passing  by  Certificates, 
Waste,  Coquet,  or  otherwise,  without  notice  given 
to  His  Majesty's  Officers,  every  such  Wharfinger 
fprfcits  iOOlf  and  if  any  Goods  shall  be  taken  frpm 

the 
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the  Shore,  to  be  carried  on  board  any  Ship  outward- 
bound,  or  laden  out  of  any  Ship  arriving  from  Fo- 
reign Ports,  without  a  Warrant  and  Presence  of  an 
Of&cerof  the  Customs,  such  Boat  shall  be  forfeited^ 
and  the  Master,,  or  any  Mariner  of  any  Ship, 
inward-bound,  consenting  thereto,  shall  Forfeit  the 
value  of  the  Goods. 

And  in  case  any  Person  shall  assist  in  Shippftig  off 
or  Carrying  Avfay  such  Goods,  he  may  be  appre- 
hended .by  the  Warrant  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  may  be  Committed  till  he  find  Surety  for  Good 
Behaviour,  until  discharged  by  the  Barons  of  Ex- 
chequer,— On  committing  a  Second  Offence  a  pe- 
rtalty  of  5l.  or  in  default  two  Months'  Imprisonment 
is  inflicted. 

By  the  Statute  of  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  108,  If  any 
Wharfinger  or  Dealer  in  Coals,  shall  directly  or  in- 
directly give,  to*  any  Labouring  Coal-Metre,  any 
Reward  or  Gratuity  besides  4d.  per  Chaldron,  he 
shall  forfeit  20l.  in  London,  and  50l.  in  Westminster 
and  Surrey.  And  by  the  same  Act,  if  such  Wharf- 
ingers or  Dealers  shall  use  any  Sack  less  than  Pour 
Feet  in  Length  and  Two  in  Breadth,  he  shall  Forfeit 
5l.  and  Labouring  Meters  40s. 

Upper  Thaniei. 

Wharfingers  or)  the  Banks  of  the  River  above 
London  Bridge  arc  required,  by  1 1  Geo.  III.  cap. 
45.  §  25 — 27,  To  keep  Regular  Entries  of  Goods 
brought  to  their  Wharfs  for  Carriage,  and  to  give 

Receipts 
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Receipts  for  the  same^  if  required  ;  and  eVery  Barge- 
Master  is  to  lade  and  forward  the  same  according 
to  the  Priority  of  the  Entry  in  the  Wharfinger's 
Book>  without  any  undue  Preference,  except  in 
case  of  Goods  of  a  perishable  Nature^  under  Pe« 
Dftlties  not  exceeding  5l.  or  less  than  20s. 

SECT.  XIX.— Respecting  the  Hiring  of  Seamen. 

By  the  Statute  2  Geo.  II.  cap.  36>  It  is  incumbent 
on  every  Ship-Master,  or  other  Person  hiring  Sea« 
men, '  that  they  require  such  Seamen,  after  they  are 
entered  Three  Days,  if  in  Foreign  Trade,  or  imme^ 
diatilyy  in  the  Coasting  Trade,  to  Sign  an  Agrees 
inent,  declaring  the  Wages  and  thp  Voyage.  Ship- 
Masters  taking  Mariners  to  Sea  (except  Apprentices) 
without  such  an  Agreement,  shall  forfeit  Sl.  per 
Man  to  Greenwich  Hospital. 

And  by  the  same  Statute,  Ship-Masters  arriving 
in  any  Port  of  Great- Britain  shall  pay  their  Seamen, 
if  in  Foreign  Trade,  within  30  Days^  and  in  Five 
Pays  rf  in  the  Country  Trade,  after  the  Vessels  being 
entered  at  the  Custom-house. 

t^S^e  Section  XVI.  respecting  the  Offences  cwu^ 
mitted by  Seamen,  pages  hTTy  578. 

SECT.  XX. — Jfiespecting  Encroachments  and   A«i^ 

sances  on  the  River  Thames, 

The  Water-Bailiff  (for  the  time  boihg),'  acting 
under  the  Authority  of  the  Ix)rcJ  Mayor,  as  Con^ 
acrvator  of  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Medway,  and  of 

every 
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every  BcHni^  Shore  and  Wharf  thereto  adjoinrn^,  cn-« 
forces  not  only  the  Regulations  and  Bye  Laws  re- 
lative to  the  Fishery  upon  the  River,  but  also  takes 
Cognizance   of  all  Encroachments   on  the  River  or 
its   Ba^iksy    and   of  all   Nuisances  and    Attmjyances 
whereby,  the  Navigation  may  be  obstructed,  or  irt 
any  res[^ct  injured,  namely — By   Pitching  Poles — 
Erecting    TVliarfs — Making  Canseivays  and  Siairs — 
Continuing  or  Increasing  Ay tes — Making  or  Co»ti^iui?ig 
Stages — Erecting    Walls — Building  Pot    Galleries — 
Planting   Oziers — Laying  Moorirg   Chains — Injuring 
the  River  hy  throwing  out  Ruhhishy  Ballast ,  or  any 
4tlher  Article — Or  Obstructing  the  Navigation  by  laying 
Lighters  and  Craft  in  improper  Situations. — Every  Per- 
son committing  any  of  the  Offences  herein-bcfore 
enumerated,  or  any  other  Offence,  considered  as  an 
Encroachment y  Nuisance^  or  Annoyance^  is  subject  to  a 
Prosecution   by  Indictment,    before   the  Court  of 

Conservancy,  and  to  Fine  or  Imprisonment  in  case 

» 

of  Conviction. 

The  Act  of  6  Geo.  II.  cap.  29,  establishes  an 
important  Police  Regulation,  by  prohibiting,  under 
a  penalty  of  5l.  any  Ballast  being  thrown  into  the 
River,  and  directing  that  it  shall,  (as  before  stated, 
vide  §  XIII.)  be  landed  above  high  water  mark, 
or  laden  into  the  Lighters  of  the  Trinity  Corpora- 
tion. 

By  the  Act  of  S2  Geo.  II.  cap.  16,  Any  Person 
throwing  Rubbishy  Ashes ^  Dirt^  or  Soil,  from  any 
Wharf,  Quay,  or  Bank  adjoining,  or  near  the  River, 

or 


or  out^f  any  Barge  or  Lighter,  forfeits,  on  convic- 
tion, 40s.  . 


Under  the  foregoing  heads  will  be  found  the 
leading  features  of  the  most  prominent  Rules  and 
Regulations,  which  either  apply  locally  or  generally 
to  the  Port  of  London. 

In  cases  >vhere  a  more  full  explanation  is  found 
necessary,  by  a  reference  to  Acts  of  Parliament,' 
an  Index  is  here  furnished  to  such  Statutes  as  relate 
immediately  to  the  Pcnaltes  which  ought  to  be 
avoided,  and  to  Offences  which  are  meant  to  be 
controlled. 

If  the  Compendium  thus  offered  to  the  attention 
of  Commercial  and  Nautical  People,  and  to  the  Pub- 
lic at  large,  shall  prove  useful  as  a  Directory ;  where- 
by Penalties '  and  Forfeitures  may  be  avoided  by  a 
due  attention  to  the  Laws  and  Regulations  made  foe 
the  good  Government  and  Security  of  the  Trade  of 
the  River  Thames,  and  for  the  general  Benefit  of  the 
Navigation,  Commerce,  and  Revenue  of  the  Port 
of  London,  the  object  of  the  Author  will  be  fully 
accomplished,  and  the  time  and  pains  he  has  be- 
stbwed  in  digesting  and  forniiitg  these  Regulations, 
amply  rewarded  in  the  good  effects  they  may  pro- 
duce. 


C0NCLUDIN(^ 


Sg2  TABATICf9  OM 

CoNCLtTDINO    OBSERVATIONd. 

In  travelling  over  so  wide  a  Field,  enrbracing 
such  a  variety  of  Objects,  the  attentive  Reader  will 
easily  perceive,  that  the  leading  object  of  the  Autbor 
has  been  to  impress  upon  the  Public  mind  the  neces-* 
sity  of  a  well-regulated  Nauticial  Police,,  improved  by 
a  System  of  Legislation  applicable  to  this  Object, — 
And  also  by  a  more  general  promulgadorf  of  the 
existing  penal  Stamtes  relative  to  the  River  Thames 
in  particular,  and  to  nautical  Affairs  in  general.    . 

The  last  of  these  objects  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  general  and  interesting  view  which  is  given  of 
the  most  important  Laws  and  Regulations,  respecting^ 
penal  Police,  as  they  relate  to  Navigation,  Cprnmerce, 
and  Revenue. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  imme- 
diate advantages  which  are  to  secure,  and  reader 
permanent  the  system  of  Police  which  has  been 
formed,  and  so  successfully  carried  into  execution,  the 
Legislature  must  be  resorted  to. 

Of  the  importance  of  the  object  the  Public  will 
form  a  trpe  estimate.  Next  to  the  utility  of  good 
and  appropriate  Laws  to  promotp  the  security  and 
comfort  of  society,  is  the  establishment  of  a  well- 
regulated  Police  to  carry  such  Laws  Into  execution. 
Without  this  crimes  can  never  be  prevented,  or  eveo 
materially  diminished. — Without  such  an  Institution 
there  can  be  no  effectual  mode  of  Relief  where  the 
Public  suffer  wrongs  and  are  aggrieved. — In  a  com- 
^uercial  Port  where  Property  in  SIups,  P'essels,  Crafty 

5  and 
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\         and  Merchandise  amounts  to  the  enormous  value  of 
^  Seventy  Millions  Sterling,*    floating  inwards  and 

^  outwards  in  the  course  of  a  Year.— Where  13,400 

^  Ships   and  Vessels   arrive  and   depart  within   the 

f  same  period,  while  no  less  than  22,500  Vessels  of 

all  descriptions  form  the  aggregate  number  in 
this  Trade  of  unparalleled  magnitude,  employing 
above  Fifty  Thousand  Individuals  in  various  nautical 
pursuits,  it  would  seem  evident  that  a  permanent 
Police  applicable  to  this  object ,  alone  must  be  a  deside- 
tum,  in  the  attainment  of  which  is  involved  the 
security  of  Commercial  Property,  against  Fraud  and 
Depredation ;  the  Improvement  of  the  Public  Re- 
venue ;  the  Preservation  of  the  Privileges  of  In- 
nocence ;  and  the  Renovation  of  the  Morals  and 
Habits  of  the  present  and  future  Generations  engaged 
in  nautical  Pursuits  on  the  River  Thames, 

♦  See  Page  23, 


FIN  i%. 


Q» 


A  STATEMENT  OF  TE 


SOUTH-SIDE 
THE  RIVER  THAMES. 


Cotton's  Wharf     - 
Bridge  Yard  -    -    - 


Battle  Bridge 


a,3 — 6,0—6,0—6,6 — 6,9 — 10,3 — 1 1,0 — 9,0- 
3 ,0 — ^4,0—  1 2 ,0 —  1  o,  9 — 8 ,0 — 9 ,9 —  1 3 ,0 — 1 4, . 


1,0 — 1,0—1,6 — ^1,0—5,0 — 6,0 — 7,6— 9»0 — I 


Stoney  Lane 


Still  Suirs 


t,6— 4,0 — 8,9 — 9,9 — 10,0 — 11,6—11,6 — 9,0- 


1,6—2,0—4,0—5,0—7,0—7,9—7,0—8,0—8 


Freeman's  Lane, Dancing-  7 
Stairs 3 


1,3— a.3— 3»6— S»3— ^»*>-*»<>— ^'^"-9'9-:i' 


«had  Thames.  King's  Row. 


1,0—1,6—3,0-5,6—9,0—11,0—10,6—10,9 


iiorsclydown  Stairs. 


I  *»3 — S«Q — 6,6— 7»6— 10,0 — 7,6—7,0 — 7i6-^7 


5t.    Saviour's  Mill  Stairs. 


1 ,0— 1,6 — 1 ,6 — 4,9—2,0 — 2,0 — 1,9—2,0 — 3, 


£ast  Lane  Stairs 


-     -  I  1,10 — i,io — 6,4 — 11,0 — 13,11 — 12,1 — 12,1- 


Mariner's  Stairs 


1,3— 1»9— 30--4.6— 6,9— 8,9— IT,3— 11,9- 


Chcrrv  Garden  Stairs    -    -     2,0— 3,0— 6,0— 7,0— 11,9— 16,0— 18,0— 19,0 


Kcdri ft' Stairs      .    -     -     -  |  1,0—1,6—2,0—2,6—3,0—3,6—4,6 — 5,3 — 6,< 

*  '  '    ■  "     -    -    '  ■        I        1.1     .1         ■  I m-^-  ■       ■■         !■— .^^^^1^^ 

Princess' Stairs  -     -    •     -  |  1,0 — 3,0 — 4,0 — 5,6 — 7,0—8,2 — 10,6 — '11,0 — 


^^^•^■^^iw- 


Church  Stairs    -     -     ►     -  |  1,0 — 2,6 — 5,6 — 8,0 — 9,6 — 9,6 — 10,0—10,0 — 

-  -  I  _        _  ■  -  ^  ^  >4im 

Hanover  Stairg     -     -     -    -  |  1,0—3,0 — 4,0 — 7,6 — 12,0 — 14,0—11,6 — 13,0 


King's  Mil!  Staifs   >""-     ■ 
Opposite      >      .     .     . 


1,0—2,0—2,6—2,6 — 2,9—3^0—4^0 — 4,6 — 4,- 

I  '»3 — ^,0 — 3>^— 4*0 — 6,0 — 7,0 — 10,9 — 1 3,6 — 

King  and  Queen's  Stairs     >  |  1,3—2,0—3,6—7,6—11,3—11,0—12,0—12^ 
^PP^»'^^ I  «>o--2,o— 5,0— 10.3— 11,9— 13,3— 12,9— 13, 


Globe  Stairs 


1,3—2,6—4,3—7,9—11,6—16,3—16,3—17,0 


Opposite      .....  ,                            , 

towixt J  «.o— 2,6— 5,3— 7,0— 10,6— 12,6— 13,6— 19.3 

Opposite     .......  I  1,0-1 ,6—2,6—4,0—5 ,3  —5,3—5 '9— 6,9— 7t< 

Pageant's  Stairs      -     - 


-  I  1,0 — 2,^ — 3,0 — ^4,0 — 6,6-r-8,o— 8.6 — 9,( 


II, 


Opposite 

Bciwixt    - 


::! 


Cuckold's  Point 


^6—3o—4.9x5»^>—^i3— 7.9— 8>3—r  .9— 10 


-  -  :.l 


Betwixt    the   Point    and? 
•  Norris  Causeway    -     -  J 


» t3— 2,9— 4,9— 5,3— 7,3— 7,9— ^,9— 10, 


1,0 — 2,0 — ^3,6 — 4,0^—5,6 — 7,0 — 8,6 — 10,6 — I 


Norns  Causeway     .     .    .  |  j,©:— 1,6— 2,0— 2,0-3,0— 4,0— 5,6-7,9— 8,1 


Betwixt  Norris  Causeway  7 
and  Gfeenland  Stairs,  ist.  3 


1,0—1,6—3,6—4,0—5,0—7,3—9,3—11,3—1 


«d. 


»»3— »,3— 3i3--6,3— 7,0— 8,3— 9,9— 9,9— 9,c 


S0UTH.S1DE 
THE  RIVER  THAMES. 


Greenland  Stairs    - 


j; '  I  1, 0—1,6 — z,o— 3,0 — ^4,( 


.1,9-^ 


Betwixt  GreenUnd  Stairs > 
and  Greenland  Dock.        ( 


1.0— 2,0— 3,o~4,3— 5,^|-— i»,a- 


Greenland  Dock 


and  E 

<.o^i.3— 1.9— *»9-^»9i~*4.9— 


,  Dog  and  Duck  Stairs     -    -  |  1,6—1,6—1.6—3,0—3,9^6 — 16, 


Betwixt  George's  Stairs  { 
and  Victualling  Office.     \ 


Victualling.Office    -    •    • 


'»9— 3.0— S.o— 7.CH-8,oK-i3t< 


and  Fo 
ii^--».3— a,6^-n4,o— 4,9|l — 14,9- 


Victualling  Office  Ware-  | 
houses J    I  >»o— 1,0— 5,0— «,o— 7,< 


t6. 


Above  Upper  Water  Uate  .  \  i,9~n»,6^,^-^,6.->,6f  19,3^^;;; 

*  t.r        ^  i  ^'  ■  and  Thi 

lawer  Water  Gate    -    -  ■  j  i,o-i,9~2,6^4,o-6,ol,o-.,7,j 

Betwixt  LowcrWater  Gate  I  I  '       ~  T 

pital  Stairs,  ist.y  |  '»»^'»^^*i^— 4t3— St3-y>0— I9f< 


and  Hospital 


A  Shoal  opposite  Creek's 
Mouth 


apposite  Creek's  1 
3d. 


I»0 — 1,6— 2,0 — A»6— -3/ 

100  feet  out. 


•11,6- 


4th. 


wenty-T 
1.6— 6,0— 6,9— 7,0— 7,6-f7.o— '  5.S 


1,3— a,o-~3,9-^^9— .5,3. 


j,3— a 


5th. 


I    1,0—1,6 1,9 ^4,9 a,o.f  2»0 22, 

Hospital  Stairs,  ist.    |  1,6— 1,6^2,0— 2,6— .t,6J»4.6—i3t< 


I  1,0—2,0—6,0—9, 


O— io,<f— 15»^ 


1,6— 2,6— 3,9— 6,< 


Sixty.  1 
S — 15,0 


1,0— 2,6— 3,6— 4,6— 4^9-|-iS,3--'^»Q 

j}^ 1,6— 3,6— 5,0— 6,6— 9,<J-i7»^— '7>< 

6th.  I  2,0— 3,6-^,6— 8,»-i2>6|-'^>^—'4> 


1^ 


7th. 


o 

B 

I 

S 


P. 
t 


8th. 


Forty-£«i 
8»o--9.o— 1 1,6— ig,6— I  Jr- 9t6— g'^ 

a.3— 3.«>— 3.6— 7,9— iO,5jr-«5.^«^'^ 


7,0— 8,0— 9,0—10,6— 12^'^»^^*^ 

»  


nth.    . 


and  Forty- E 
3.6-3.9-6,6-H,,9-il,6i3;:i3^9::^^ 


12th.  I  8,9— »a»3— 13.9— t5,9—Cil?^^-r — 


13th. 


"ed  and  £»«^'y 
1,6— 1,9— 3.9— 4»6-5,6-Jf;__ 


Opposite  New  Docks    »    >  |  1,3 — 2,6— 4,0— 8,o-9,<>: 


Below  New  Docks 


i»0— 3,6^4,0— 4,6— 5,0- 


ired  and  Sevcnt 
.i6.6--«6,6'-i 


-h^r^ 
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APPENDlX,--No.  n. 


Licensed  Keepers  of  ^umboats.— 1800* 


.-ii'} 


<^U3, 


No.  of 

Boats.  Names. 

1.  Edward  Martin     •  • 

2.  Peter  Hunter    •    •  • 

3.  David  Mitchell  •  • 
4*  Thomas  Green     *  • 

5.  James  Irving    •    •  • 

6.  James  Wtden  •  •  . 
7«  Henry  Thome  •  •  • 
8.  Richard  Rounsen  •  • 
9*  Henry  Ford  •  •  »  • 
[O*  John  Smith  •  •  . 
:i«  John  Ross  •  •  •  • 
12.  Blake  Robinson  «  « 
[3.  William  WiUiams  •  . 
[4*  Sarah  Aiken  •  »  • 
[5.  Charles  Fetcher  •  • 
16.  John  Crighton  Walker, 

7.  Henry  Grely  .  •  • 
[8.  John  Read  •  •  .  • 
[9.  James  Fielder   •    •  • 

ao.  Thomas  Aldis  •    •  • 

21  •  William  Slade  •    .  . 

7,2*  Thomas  Laidler    .  • 

23.  John  Thomas  •     •  • 

04.  David  Cromarty    •  • 

as*  Henry  Nelson  •    •  • 

26.  Peter  Ifibister    •    •  • 


Jiisklenci* 

Gravesend. 

Queen  Vhead-alkyt  Wapping* 
St.  Catharine's. 
Narrow-streei^  Limehouse* 
Ship-street,  Wapping, 
'Stone-staun,  Ratctitft;. 
Woohfridu 
Shadwell, 
St.  Catharine^s. 
Cherry  Garden. 
ShadwdL 
Rotfaerhithe. 
Cherry  Garden. 
Love*lane,  Shadwell. 
Shadwell. 
Lhndiouse. 
Shadwell. 
Greenwich. 
Greenhithe. 
Limehouse. 
Trinity-yard;  Ratclife. 

Shadwell  Dock. 

•  * 

Trinity-yaid,  Ratcliffc. 
New-strtet,  Shadwell. 
Shadwell  Dock. 
Ratchffe  Cror$. 


Kit 
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No.  of 

Boats.  Namit. 

87.  Domingo  Page 
a8*  Jane  Nicholls   •     • 

29.  Samuel  Huggins    . 

30.  David  Sanders  •     • 

31.  David  Mackenzie  • 

32.  Peter  Johnson   •     . 

33.  Cuthburt  Bowrea   • 

34.  Timothy  Donnovan 

35.  Peter  Mouat     . 

36.  Thomas  Miller     . 

37.  John  Steward   .     • 

38.  Nicholas  Grafton    • 

39.  David  Mills     •      • 

40.  George  Wallace     . 

41.  George  Harding    • 

42.  Richard  Maynard   • 

43.  John  Francisco 

44.  Edward  Watts     • 

45.  Thomas  Phillips    * 

46.  William  Hills  .    . 

47.  William  Styles  .    . 

48.  Hans  Stelling     •     • 

49.  Barnard  Bone     •     • 

50.  Michael  Doyle  .    , 

51.  George  Anderson    • 
52-  Hugh  Miller     .    . 

53.  John  Ross    •     .     . 

54.  David  Fristan   •     • 

55.  Alexander  Malcolm 

56.  James  M'Gaw   .    . 

57.  William  Whittaker 

58.  William  Richards 


•   • 


•  • 


Residencci 
Rotherhithe. 
Greenwich. 
Trinity-yard,  RatclifFc. 
Middle  Shadwell. 
Gravesend. 
Shakspeare-walk. 
Greenwich. 
Limehouse* 
Ratcliffe  Crofs. 
Shakspeare*s-^walk* 
Limehouse. 

Wiltshiie-Itnc,  East  SmithficW. 

Gravesend. 

Fountain-stairs. 

ditto. 
Cherry  Garden. 
Trinity.yard,  Ratcliflc. 
R^tclifFe  Cross. 
Brewhouse-Iane,  Shadwell. 
Gravesend. 

New-street,  Shadwell* 
Limehouse  Wall. 
Lower  Shadwell. 
Shadwell  Dock. 
Wapping. 
Rotherhithe. 
Limehouse. 
Wapping. 
Ncwmarket-strcct. 
Shadwell. 
King-stairs,  Rotherhithe 
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•      • 


Boats.  Names* 

59*  James  Strahan   • 

60.  Tames  Nealc      . 

61.  John  Wells  •   . 

62.  Nathaniel  Brown 

63.  John  Simmons   • 
64..  Peter  Branburg   • 

65.  Robert  Moor 

66.  William  Bradley    • 

67.  William  Murphy   • 

68.  Thomas  Hill   •   •   • 

69.  William  Bristow    • 

70.  Patrick  Conaghton  • 

71.  Robert  Grace   .   •  • 

72.  Thomas  Berry    .    • 
73*  Daniel  Nowlan   •   • 

74.  James  Stafford    •    • 

75.  John  Burgess    .    .  • 

76.  Joseph  Hornsby   .   . 

77.  Joseph  Dyckes    .  ^ 

78.  William  Smith  •    . 
^  79.  William  Cochnui  . 

8o.  Thomas  Byrne    •    • 
81  •  Leonard  Johnson    » 

82.  Henry  Gibson   .  •. 

83.  Robert  Flemming   . 

84.  Robert  Fwc  .   •  .   . 

85.  Walter  Walker   .   . 

86.  Thomas  Norman  • 

87.  Charles  Stewart   /  . 

88.  George  Stroughts  .  . 

89.  Thomas  Young  .  . 

90.  James  Connell  .    . 


Reiidenci* 

Greenwich. 

St.  CatharineVlane* 

Rotherhithe. 

ditto. 
Gravesend* 

King-stairs,  Rotherhithe. 
Limehouse* 
Raynham,  Essex* 
St.  Catharine*s^ 

ditto, 
Rotherhithe-stairs* 
Trinity-yardy  Ratclific. 
St.  CatharineVlane. 
Hermitage. 
St.  Catharine's. 
Broad-street,  Ratcliflfe.^ 
Trinity-yard,  Ratcliffe. 
Shakrpeare-walk. 
Woolwich. 

ditto. 
King-stairs,  Rotherhithe. 
New-street,  Shadwclh 
Gravesend. 
Greenwich. 
Stone-stairs. 
Shadwell  Dock. 
Na;row- Street. 
Bermondley* 
Shadwell  Dock. 
RatcIifFe  Crofe. 
Wapping. 


R  R  a 


iVi, 
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Anzmix,  so.  iz* 


•    • 


•     • 


•    • 


Boats*  Names* 

91.  Jonas  Olman 
9a.  Willhrni  Turner    • 
93.  William  Rye  •  •  • 
94«  John  Thorn   •    «    • 

95.  James  MarshaR  •   • 

96.  Lake  Eccleston 
97*  William  Ciudin 

98.  Richard  Turner  •  • 

99.  Richard  Hatter  •   • 

00.  William  Woffbt  .  • 

01*  Samuel  Spooner  •  • 

OS.  Alexander  Bennitt  • 

03.  Edwatd  Brown  •    • 

04.  William  Clements  . 

05.  John  Munns    •   •   • 

06.  Heiixy  Foster  •  •  • 

07.  Thomas  Collins  •  • 
08  •  Daniel  Lamberd  •  • 

09.  John  Turner  •   •   • 

10.  William  James  •    • 
XI.  Andrew  Gain 

12.  John  White 

13.  Daniel  Moor  •   •   • 

14.  Anthony  Hopkins  • 

15.  Miles  Jewel  •   .   .  , 

16.  James  Base  •   .  •  . 

17.  Barnard  Wilton  •  . 

18.  Samuel  John  Eastikid 

19.  William  Munro  &  . 

20.  Joseph  Wright  .  .  • 

21.  Thomas  Bruer  •  ,'  • 

22.  John  Keates  .  •  •  • 


m     m 


•     . 


Risieknci. 
King  Edward^tiunj  Wapping. 
Shad  Thames. 
'Gxtivetend* 

ditto. 

ditto. 

St  to. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 
'  ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Milton,  xnar  Gravesend. 
Gravesend. 
'  ditto. 

Greenhithe. 
Gnvesend* 

ditttf. 

ditto. 

'ditt<f. 

ditto. 

ditto. 
Woolwich. 
Limehousew 
Deptford. 
ShadwelL 
St.  Catharine's* 
Fore-street,  Limehoulse* 

Nu 
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Boats.  ,  Names. 

123.  James  Wilson    •    •   • 

1 24.  •  Patrick  Dowley  •   •   • 
125*  Rd.  Stevenson  Branden^ 

126.  Francis  Lamb  •  •  •  • 

127.  Philip  Redmond  •  .  . 
128*  George  Cruden    .  •   » 

129.  Job  Trtsttam  •   •  •  • 

130.  Thomas  Confer   •   •  • 

131.  Thomas  Beattie  •   .  . 

132.  Walter  Devereux  .    . 
X33.  Benjamin  Plummeridge 

134.  Joseph  Butcher   •   •   • 

135.  Maurice  Looby  •  •    • 

136.  James  Byrne 

137.  Thomas  Wilmott   .   . 

138.  Matthew  Devorix  •   • 
Z39.  Jeremiah  Dennett    •    • 

140.  George  Buike  •  •  •   • 

141.  William  Haycock  •   • 

142.  Luke  Loft 

143.  Peter  Forster  •   •   •  • 

144.  Patrick  Lawler  •    •   • 

145.  Richard  Harvey  •  •  4 
X46.  Richard  Rony  •  .  •  • 

147.  Jasper  Scallion  •  •  •  • 

148.  John  Wood    •    •  •   • 

149.  Isaac  Large   •   •  •  •,• 

150.  John  Dawson  .   •   •  • 

151.  Dennis  Redmond  •  •• 

152.  Thomas  Tcrney  .  .  • 

153.  Patrick  Conner  •  •  •  • 

154.  Walter  Kensello  •  •  • 
15s*  John  Rawlings  •  •  ;  • 

I 


Rssidtiici^ 
Rojtberhithe. 

Salisbury-street,  Rotherhithe 
Gtavesend. 
Wappmg. 
Tower  HilL 
Gravesend. 
Lower  ShadweU, 
Boukingy  Essex. 
ShadwelL 

Queen-street,  Limehouse^ 
Horslydown. 
Northfleet«  Kent. 
Spring-street,  Shadwell. 

ditto. 
Gravesend. 
Middle  Shadwell. 
Gravesend. 
ShadwelL 
Shad  Thames. 
Gravesend. 
Woolwich. 
St.  Catharine's^ 

ditto. 
Shadwell. 

ditto. 
Bermondsey 
Rotbeihithe. 
Shadwell. 

ditto. 
RatcliflTe. 
Shadwell. 

ditto. 
Gravesend.. 


No. 
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No.  III. 

Kbport  /rem  the  Committee  of  fFest-India  Merchants  to  th^ 
Merchants  and  Oumers  of  Shi^,  trading  from  the  ffis/* 
Indies  to  the  Port  of  London. 

,  The  Committee  of  West-India  MerchantSt  finding  cvciy^ 
Regulation  which  they  have  suggested,  and  every  Expedient 
tBvhich  they  have  adopted,  ineffectual  to  check  the  enormous 
Depredations  to  which  the  homeward-bound  Cargoes  of  West- 
Jndia  Ships  are  annually  subject  in  the  River  Thames*  and 
those  Depredations  having  of  late  increased  in  a  very  alarming 
degree,  npt  only  affecting  the  interest  of  the  Planter  and  the 
Merchant,  but  also  that  of  the  Ship-Owner  and  the  Revenue, 
have  submitted  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers  a  Plan  of  Police 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Port  of  London,  in  which  tho  energy 
of  Executive  Justice  in  the  punishment  of  Ofienders,  is  com- 

f 

bined  with  regulations  having  an  immediate  tendency  to  prevent 
the  offence : — And  this  Plan,  comprehending  in  its  structure 
not  only  a  Marine  Police-OfEce  for  Judicial  Proceedings,  but 
;dso  an  Establishment  of  Boats,  and  a  general  Register  of 
X'Umpers,  having  been  sanctioned  by  Government,  who  havQ 
farther  conferred  on  it  all  the  stability  and  importance  of  a 
Public  Institution,  by  9  determinatipn  to  defray  thq 
expense  of  the  Judicial  Department, — It  b^omes  necessary  to 
(explain  to  those  most  essentially  concerned  the  outlines  of  this 
New  Establishment,  ^.nd  the  security  which  it  holds  out  to 
Property  by  means  of  the;  CiviJ  Force,  which  will  be  attached 
to  the  Police  Department ; — By  the  speedy  and  rcgiilar  Dis. 
charge  of  Ships,  by  Men  properly  selected  and  registered  i-^ 
And  by  9  System  of  Superintendance  under  Regulations  properly 
methodized,  ^nd  calculated  to  give  energy  and  effect  to  the 
geneifd  design  of  the  pstablishiYieDtv 

With 
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With  this  particular  view  it  has  been  determined,  that  a 
Marine  Police  Office  shall  be  forthwith  established  at  No.  259^ 
Wapping  New-Stairs,  being  as  near  as  possible  the  Centre- 
Point  where  the  Ships  usually  dischaige» — ^and  that  there  shall 
be  two  distinct  Departments  comprehended  within  the  lnsti« 
ujtion»  namely,— 

I  St.  A  Police  Department  where  Magistrates  shall  preside 
for  the  purpose  only  of  taking  cognizance  of  OiFences  committed 
on  the  River  and  its  vicinity,  and  to  which  shall  be  attached  a 
superintending  Magistrate,  a  resident  Justice,  a  Clerk,  a  Chief 
Constable,  and  Fifty  Petty  Constables,  to  be  increased  to  a  * 
Hundred  if  occasion  require. 

2nd.  A  Department  for  Lumpers,  to  which  will  be  attached 
a  Superintendantof  Lumper$,  a  Cashier  to  receive  ihe  Lump- 
ing-dues  from  the  Owners  of  each  Ship,  and  pay  WageSy-^^ft 
Collecting-Clerk,  and  perhaps  a  Book- Keeper. 

3rd*  That  the  resident  Magistrate  shall  sit  every  Day,  Morn- 
ing and  Evening,  (Sundays  excepted,)  and  shall  particularly 
direct  his  attention  to  the  means  of  detecting  and  punishing 
Delinquents  and  preventing  Crimes^ 

4th.  That  the  Constables,  besides  ihe  ordinary  duty  attached 
to  their  situation,  sliall  act  as  Watchmen,  properly  armed,  on 
board  ^ch  Ship  under  Discharge.     They  shall  be  selected  • 
from  the  best  men  that  can  be  found ;  and,  to  prevent  any 
corrupt  practices,  will  be  occasionally  changed  from  Ship  to 
Ship.     The  duty  of  these  Constables  will  be  to  search  all 
Lumpers  when  they  go  on  Shore  in  the  Evening,  and  to  appre* 
hend  and  bring  to  Justice  every  person  discovered  conveyii^ 
any  Article  clandestinely  out  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel  committed 
to  their  charge.     That  they  shall  be  visited  Morning  and 
Evening  by  the  Chief  Constable,  who  shall  see  that  each  Fbtty 
Constable  executes  the  duty  assigned  him ;  and,  if  not,  to 
report  his  conduct  to  the  superintending  or  resident  Magistratey 

that 
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thtt  be  may  be  reprimanded  or  distxiisficdi^  accotdiog  Iq  the 
future  of  the  oflfence. 

5th.  That,  as  an  additional  means  of  pievention  ytiW  arise 
from  a  general  Re^ster  of  Lumpers  al  the  Marine  Police- 
Office,  under  pioper  regulations ; — ^thc  Institution  ivill  thus 
embrace  two  objects*— D^/'f/zV/^and  Punishnunt^  under  tbe 
Police-Department :  and  Prevention^  under  the  Discharging. 
Department.  This  last  is  of  great  importance  in  perfecting 
thf*  System,  and  without  which,  the  Port  of  London  can 
never  be  completely  rescued  from  that  imputation  of  habitual 
and  disgraceful  Depredations  upon  Comdiercial  Propertyi 
which  has  arisen  out  of  the  present  mode  of  dichaiging  Vcs* 
sels.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  abolish  the  old  Systenii  as 
ruinous  and  destructive  to  the  Port  of  London,  and  to 
discharge  Wpst-India  Ships  by  means  of  Lumpers,  who  shall 
fee  attached  to  the  Marine- Police  Establishment,  and  who  will 
be  employed  in  rotation,  and  victualled  by  the  Owners  on 
board  the  Ship,  under  a  reputable  person  in  the  character  of  a 
Foremanji  who  shall  be  answerable  for  the  quick  and  regular 
dispatch  of  Ships.  But,  great  as  the  advantages  are,  which 
may  unquestionably  be  expected  to  result  froln  this  Systenii 
its  success  will  depend  on  the  support  and  union  of  the  Ship- 
owners as  well  as  the  Merchants,  in  attaching  themselves 
closely  to  this  new  Institution  ;  and  in  forming  resolutions  to 
conform  to  the  Rules  established  for  the  Protection  of  Property 
in  the  River;  and  to  discharge  their  Vessels  by  no  other 
Lumpers  than  those  who  are  registered  and  furnished  by  the 
Establishment. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  the  Committee  find  them- 
selves enabled  to  state,  from  every  estimate  they  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  form,  that  the  expense  of  Lumping  out  a  Ship 
tinder  the  new  System,  will  probably  pot  exceed  the  average- 
amount  hitherto  paid  for  Lumpers  and  Watchmen  j — the 
whole  of  the  Freight  on  the  quantity  of  Produce  usually  plMn* 

dcied, 
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deredt  will  therefore  be  a  clear  profit  to  the  Ship;  and, 
estimating  this  Depredation  at  the  very  low  rate  of  a  |  Cwt.  of 
Su^r  per  Hogshead,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  saving  to  Ship* 
Owners,  in  the  Port  of  London  only,  will,  in  One  Year* 
amount  to  upwards  of  ^.io,oco,  on  the  single  Article  of 
Sugar  iroportedf  exclusive  of  other  Merchandise. 

The  Merchants  and  Ship-Owners,  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  West-India  Trade  and  the  Port  of  London, 
are  therefore  invited  to  afford  their  utmost  assistance  in  givin^ 
effect  to  this  new  and  useful  Establishment,  by  entering  into  a 
Resolution  to  discharge  their  Ships  only  by  means  of  Lumpers 
festered  at  the  Marine  Police- Office.  It  is  therefore 
earnestly  requested,  that  sdl  Merchants,  Ship-Owners,  in 
the  West-India  Trade,  or  Agents  for  Ship-Owners,  who 
approve  of  this  Institution,  and  who  are  desirous  of  giving  it 
effect,  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  superintending  Magis- 
tsate  at,  the  Marine  Pdice-Oflice,  No,  259,  Wapping  New- 
Stairs,  by  Letter  or  personally,  as  soon  as  possible,  that  it  may 
be  precisely  known  who  are  to  be  considered  as  disposed  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  Institution,  and  to  avail  themselves  of 
die  benefits  which  it  holds  out. 

Committee-Room,  Martne'Socielft. 
Officii  Jum  %6,  ^798, 


No. 
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No.  IV. 

Minutes  ^f  a  Meeting  •/  the  CommitUe  of  JVeJ-Indla  Mer- 
chmtttSt  held  at  the  Marine^SHtety  s  Office t  in  Bishopsgate^ 
Street ,  on  Friday  the  22d  of  June,  1799;  containing 
Explanatory  Observations,  relative  to  the  Effect  of  the 
Marine  Police  System,  and  Propositions  for  discharging 
yesselsy  and  protecting  the  Cargoes  and  the  Tackle,  utpfarel, 
and  Stores f  of  ff^est^India  Ships,  upon  a  Plan  advantageous 
and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned* 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  West^India  Merchants, 
held  at  the  Marine- Society's  Office,  in  6ishopsgate-S^reet|  00 
Friday  the  28th  of  June,  1799. 

Mr.  COLQUHOUN,  superintending  Magistrate  of  the  Marine 
Police  Office,  laid  before  the  Meeting  a  Report,  conuining  spe- 
cific Details,  relative  to  the  Organization,  Management,  and 
Effect  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution^  during  the  last  Twelve 
Months ;  together  with  various  other  Documents,  explanatory 
of  the  System  which  has  been  pursued  for  the  protection  of 
West-India  Property^  against  the  excessive  Plunder  and  Depre- 
dations which  formerly  prevailed;  and  the  Committee  being 
anxiously  solicitous,  that  the  benefits,  which  were  derived, 
wherever  Ships  and  Lighters  were  placed  immediately  under  the 
Charge  of  the  Institution*  should  hereafter  be  extended  gene* 
tally  to  the  whole  of  the  West- India  Trade, 

<'  Resolved, 

'*  That,  with  a  View  to  remove  those  prejudice's  and  mis* 
conceptions,  which  have  hitherto  tended  to  impede  the  fiill 
efficacy  of  the  Design,  the  followviog  Statement,  accompanied 
by  propositions  for  the  delivery  of  Ships'  Cargoes  by  the 
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Marine  Police  OfEce,  be  printed  and  sent  to  the  Merchants 
and  Ship-Owners,  trading  from  the  West-Indies  to  the  Port 
of  London.'' 

The  Marine  Police  Office,  established  in  June  1798,  has  a 
two-fold  object ;  To  procure  a  speedy  and  regular  discharge  of 
West-India  Ships  by  registered  and  approved  Lumpers,  under 
the  control  of  the  Office ;  and  to  protect  the  Property  in  every 
stage  of  the  Discharge,  from  the  moment  the  Ship  arrives  at  her 
Moorings  to  the  final  delivery  of  the  Goods  at  the  King's 
Beam,  by  means  of  a  Civil  Force  attached  to  the  Police 
Department. 

The  efficacy  of  the  System  adopted  for  the  attainment  of 
these  ends  being  universally  admitted,  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge 
upon  it :  To  the  expence  only  attending  its  execution  objections 
have  been  started ;  and  on  this  score  much  misconception  and 
unjust  prejudice  have  prevailed.  The  amount  of  the  Rates,  as 
settled  last  year  by  the  West-India  Committee,  has,  in  some 
instances,  been  complained  of  as  an  exorbitant  charge  for  Lump- 
ing ;  and  in  othen,  as  a  still  more  uiu-easonable  remuneration 
for  Protection  from  Plunder :  But  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
both  these  services  are  included  in  the  charge,  and  it  is  presumed 
are  effected  without  any  increased  expence  to  the  Ship-OvCner; 
who,  on  the  contrary,  derives  proteaion  for  his  Ship,  her  Tackle, 
and  Stores,  fi-om  the  River  and  Quay  Guards,  to  which  expence 
he  contributes  nothing. 

The  Lumping  Rates  have  been  ultimately  settled  on  the 
lowest  Terms,  for  which  honest  labour  can  be  procured  for 
daily  wages.  A  Ship-Owner  could  not  therefore  obtain  it  at  a 
cheaper  rate,  unless  in  cases  where  an  adequate  indemnification 
for  the  abatement  can  be  obtained  by  the  Plunderage  of  the 
Cargo.  The  remainder  of  the  expence  incurred  for  Ship- 
Constables  cannot  be  deemed  an  additional  burden,  since  tbose 
furnished  by  the  Office  are  only  efficient  Substitutes  for  very  in- 
efficient 
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efficient  Watchmen,  who  were*  or  ought  to  have  been»  em- 
ployed* according  to  the  established  usage  of  the  Port»  and  at 
nearly  the  same  rate  of^agcs.(a) 

On  the  subject  of  Plunder*  it  seems  unnecessary  to  bring  for- 
ward the  evidence,  heretofore  adduced,  to  prove  the  extent  and 
onagnitude  of  the  evil ;  it  is  sufficient  for  the  present  puq)ose  to 
lepeati  that,  in  many  instances,  the  Master  Lumpers  were 
deeply  iinplicated  in  the  crime,  by  pocketing  the  sums  for 
which  they  contracted  to  lump  out,  and  allowing  their  men  to 
remunerate  themselves  by  Plunder*  The  Committee,  there- 
Jbre,  does  not  consider  it  possible  to  make  a  fair  comparison  of 
theexpence  of  working  out  a  Ship,  under  the  former  and  pre-* 
eent  Systems,  by  a  simple  reference  to  the  amount  of  the  re« 
q)ective  Bills ;  yet  they  cannot  doubt,  that,  when  the  Table  cf 
Dues,  now  settled  with  the  Lumpers  under  the  Police  System* 
are  carefully  perused^they  will  be  considered  ^fair,  modfraie» 
and  iconomcaL 

It  appears  to  this  Meeting,  from  the  Documents  which  have 
been  produced,  that  thirty-eight  individuals  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  Contractors  for  lumping  out  West-India  Ships,  pre* 
vious  to  the  Establishment  of  the  Alarine  Police,  who  generally 
employed  Foremen ;  and,  having  several  Ships  working  at  the 
same  time,  sekiom  attended  in  person  to  their  Discharge.-* 
That,  under  the  New  System,  sixty-seven  nautical  Master 
Lumpen,  who  either  constantly  attended  themselves,  or  made 
it  their  business  to  superintend  the  Labourers  under  their  chaigCi 
were  taken  into  the  employment  of  the  Institution^  and  properly 
sworn  and  instnicted,  besides  twenty-three  of  the  old  Class. 

{a)  In  this  View  of  the  Case,  It  mast  be  admitted,  that  neither 
the  Expence  of  Lumping  nor  Ship  Constables  can  be  considered  ai 
a^y  nrw  Charge ;  and  ought  not  to  be  blended  with  the  actual  £x« 
prices  of  th:  Police  System*  since  Lumpers  and  Watchmen  must  be 
pid  fo^i  whether  there  be  a  Police  or  not* 

The 
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The  remaining  fifteen  were  cither  excluded  as  ixppure  charac- 
ters, or  declined  the  employment,  either  from  a  dread  of  the 
consequences  of  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  the  control,  or  from  the 
encouragement  given  them  l>y  those,  who  did  not  er  would  not, 
see  the  advantage  held  out  to  them  by  the  Institution.  The 
new  Master  Lumpers  have  bpcn  in  training  for  a  year ;  and,  as 
they  usually  work  along  with  the  Labourers  they  employ,  and 
are  tied  down  by  specific  rales  and  an  oath  of  fidelity,  besides 
the  direct  control  of  the  Surveyors,  this  Meeting  is  of  opinion, 
that  they  are  likely  not  only  to  be  able  to  work  at  a  cheaper  rate, 
butalso  to  conduct  the  operations  of  the  Discharge  with  more 
purity,  and  with  a  greater  attention  to  the  interest  of  those,  who 
are  concerned  either  as  Ship-Owners  or  Proprietors  of  the  Car* 
goes.  The  average  Expence  dn  t^o  hundred  and  eleven  Ships 
Worked  out  under  these  Master  Lumpers  aippears,  from  the 
Documents  pfoducedat  this  Meeting,  to  have  been  31/.  i6i.  i  od* 
per  Ship,  which  does  not  seem  to  warrant  the  opinions  which 
have  been  formed  of  the  great  increase  of  expence  attached  to 
the  New  System  4  nor  is  it  £iir  to  impute  to  this  System  those 
unavoidable  charges,  which  may  have  arisen  from  the  delays  f 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  Lighters  and  the  crowded  state  of 
the  Quays;  a  Contingency,  which  nothing  but  extended  Con* 
veniences  can  remove.  The  Question  submitted  by  this 
Meeting  to  Ship-Owners,  and  to  tlie  Trade  at  large,  is,-*- 
**  Whether,  all  circumstances  const  Jcrcd,  the  expence  is  not  as 
"  nvoderate  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  as  a  proper  lemu- 
*^  neratioiH^Hiot  for  criminal  but  honest  Labour  ^"  And  whe- 
ther, after  the  great  labour  which  has  been  bestowed  in  systema^ 
tizing  this  Design,  and  in  forming  a  new  class  of  men,  more 
likely  (from  personal  attention,  and  from  being  under  control) 
to  conduct  this  branch  of  the  business  of  the  Port  with  honesty 
and  oeconomy,  it  is  not  decidedly  the  interest  of  SJiip-OwncrSt 
as  Guardians  of  the  Property  of  their  Employers,  to  attach 
themselves  to  an  institution,  where  a  Chain  of  Protection  is 

established. 
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established,  which  does  not  and  cannot  attach  to  Ships  or  Caf^ 
goes,  which  are  not  worked  out  under  the  control  and  inspection 
of  this  useful  Establishment  ?  Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  in 
this  place  to  inform  the  Trade,  that  in  all  instances^  where 
Plunder  to  any  ext^t  was  detected  last  year,  it  proved  to  be 
from  Ships  not  placed  under  the  Protection  of  the  Institution. 
It  is  for  Ship-owners  and  Agents,  having  the  charge  of  such 
ShipSf  to  determine  how  far  they  regard  the  interest  of  the 
Freighters  in  permitting  the  Property,  intrusted  to  their  care, 
to  be  open  to  Depredation,  while  the  means  of  Prevention  are 
accessible. 

For  the  purpose  therefore,  of  attaining  the  object  in  view,  and 
to  remove  from  the  minds  of  all  concerned  every  idea  of  profit 
to  the  Institution,  from  the  exertions  that  are  used  to  eradicate 
the  Depredations,  which  have  so  long  afflicted  the  Shipping* 
Concerns  and  the  Floating  West-India  Property  in  the  Riva 
Thamt:5,  the  following  Propositions  are  made  to  Consignees 
and  Ship-Owncrs: 

I.  That  Master  Lumpers,  on  the  application  of  Ships*  Hus- 
^  bands  or  their  Agents,  will  be  recommended  by  the  proper 
Officer  of  the  Institution  who  superintends  that  'Department, 
with  whom  the  Parties  applying  shall  themselves  make  their 
own  agreements,  either  on  the  Terms  specified  in  the  Table  of 
Dues  already  mentioned,  or  as  much  lower  as  can  be  obtained, 
with  the  benefit  of  the  Protection  of  the  Institution,  provided 
such  Master  Lumpers,  who  shall  superintend  the  work;  are 
sworn  to  fidelity,  and  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Police,  and 
the  prices  agreed  on  for  specific  Labour  registered  in  the  Office  ;^ 
and  that  two  Constables  are  also  applied  for  as  Guards  m  the 
Ships  and  Lighters,  at  as.  6d.  per  day,  and  2s.  6d.  per  night, 
each,  while  the  Ship  is  discharging  Goods,  and  to  be  reduced  to 
half-pay  during  the  period  that  no  work  is  carrying  on,  after  the 
first  week  ;  and  the  said  Constables  to  be  victualled  on  board. 
a  11.  That 
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IL  That  on  depositing  2;.  per  Ton^  when  any  Ship  i^thus 
placed  under  the  Protection  of  the  Office^  the  Owners. WfU  be 
relieved  of  the  trouble  of  paying  the  Lumpers  weekly,  which*  in 
most  instances,  will  be  necessary  where  Master  Lumpers  are 
employed,  who  perform  the  work  themselves ;  and  whoj  on 
this  account,  will  deserve  a  preference*  although  they  may  be 
unable  to  advance  money  till  the  work  is  finished. 

in.  In  all  cases  where  money  is  deposited,  a  faithful  account 
shall  be  kept  of  the  same ;  and  an  exact  statement  of  pay- 
ments and  disbursements  furnished  each  Ship's  Husbahd  after 
the  Discharge,  containing  a  specific  statement  or  account  of  the 
advances  to  Master  Lumpers  and  Constables*  and  the  sums 
paid  to  each  on  a  final  settlement,  (unless  Ship's  Husbands 
should  signify  a  wish  to  make  such  final  settlement  them- 
selves.) And,  in  consideration  of  the  expence  of  Officers  and 
Clerks y  who  must  be  employed  in  this  Department,  to  engage 
Lumpers^  adjust  Accounts^  and  attend  to  the  general  detail  of  the 
Business^TL  charge  only  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  money  dis- 
bursed shall  be  made,  and  the  exact  balance,  as  the  case  may  be, 
cither  paid  or  received,  so  as  to  render  it  clear  to  Demonstra- 
tion, that  no  benefit  whatsoever  rests  with  the  Institution,  inas- 
muclj  as  the  five  per  cent,  on  the  Disbursements  will  be  more 
than  exhausted  by  the  additional  salaries  to  Officers  and  Clerks, 
and  other  expences  which  would  not  be  incurred,  independent 
of  the  Discharging  System. 

I V.  I  n  cases  where  Ships'  Husbands  may  not  incline  to  place 
their  Ships  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Office,  it  is  re- 
comnaended  to  them  to  attend  particularly  to  the  Police  Rates, 
which  have  been  found,  by  experience,  to  afFojd  only  a  fair  le- 
muneration  to  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  performing  a  part  of 
the  labour  themselves .  Where  separate  agreements^  are  made, 
it  is  recommended  that  the  parties  contracting  shall  be  sent  to 
the  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  having  their  names  registered,  and 
of  being  sworn  to.  Fidelity,    This  will  cost  nothing,  while  it 

may 


teay  be  produaive  of  great  good  in  overawing  De!inquent9|  and 
in  preventing  gross  impositions  upon  Ship  Masters  and  others* 
jn  making  agreements  with  impure  characters,  it  being  always 
understood^  that  no  person  shall  be  registered  and  sworn  to  Pide^- 
lity,  who  has  been  known  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  evil 
practice. 

V.  It  is  understood  that  allShipSi  which  are  cortstahled  and 
worked  out  by  a  Master  Lumper*  under  the  Cognizance  of  the 
Office,  shall  be  entitled  td  the  benefit  of  the  daily  and  nighd^ 
inspection  of  the  Boat  Surveyors  and  River  Guard,  gratis,  and 
also  to  the  assistance  of  such  Surveyors  (being  old  Ship  Masters) 
in  occasionally  overlooking  the  progress  of  the  Discharge,  and 
in  promoting  whatever  may  contribute  to  Security  and  Dis- 
patch. In  preventing  the  unnecessary  breakage  of  Casks,  and 
in  checking  Pillage  and  Embezzlements,  not  only  of  tlieCaigo, 
^ut  also  of  the  Stores  and  Materials  of  the  Ship. 

Finally,  It  is  to  be  understood,  that  in  all  <jases  %vherc  Ships 
are  not  placed  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Institution, 
iieither  the  advantages  above-stated,  nor  the  System  of  Trotec- 
tioB  and  Preventive  Police,  which  has  been  organized,  and  which 
has  already  been  found  so  salutary  and  beneficial,  can  be  extended  . 
cither  to  the  Stores,  Tackle,  Apparel,  or  Cargo.  And  while  it 
is  thus  shewn  that  no  extra  Expence  is  to  be  incurred,  that  does 
not  immediately  apply  to  the  Lumping  Department,  and  that 
this  Expence,  while  it  is  extreinely  moderate,  is  to  produce  both 
Oeconomy  and  purity  in  the  Discharge  of  Vv^'est-India  Ships; 
this  Committee  entertain  hoped,  that  all  concerned  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  which  it  holds  out,  both  to  the  Ship* 
Owners  and  Merchants,  and  also  to  the  West- India  Proprie* 
tors,  whose  Property  they  are  called  upon  to  protect. 


No- 
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Rules  J^xplantitoryof  tbt  Exf^a  which  will  le  incurred  in  dis'^' 
charging  ffisi-india  and  other  Ships  in  the  River  nameSfi 
and  Gfudiiions  to  be  performed  by  Lumpers^  Ship-owners^- 
and  the  Marine  Police  fnsiitation.     tA  July^  1799* 

Conditions  to  be  performed  by  Master  Lumpers* 

It  is  understood^  that  all  Master  Lumpers,  who  undertake- 
to  discharge  Cargoes,  shall  be  sworn  to  Fidelity,  and'  shair 
agree  to  follow  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  MagiSttates  for  the 
prevention  of  Pillage  and  Plund^f ; ^nd  particularly,  that  they* 
shall  assist  the  Police  Constables  in  Searching  the  Lumpers 
when  they  g«  on  shore.    That  each  Lumper  shall  carry  with 
him  his  breakfast  and  dinner,  and  shall  not  be  permitted,  on 
apy  preteoee  whatsoever,  to  leave  the  Ship  while  under  Dis« 
charge,  until  the  work  for  the  day  is  finished ;  and  that  small, 
beer  shall  only  be  furnished  at  the  Ship's  expence.    That  every 
exertion  shall  be  used  to  promote  dispatch  in  discharging  the 
Ship,  and  to  prevent  the  wilful  breakage  of  Casks,  whereby 
Sugars,  Coflee,  or  other  articles,  may  be  spilled  ^  wasted. 
And  fafther^  that  the  said  Master  Lumpers  shall  select  good 
and  proper  Labourers,  and  be  careful  that  they  shall  have  no 
Appard.calqulated  to  conceal  Plunder,  nor  any  Jiggers,  Blad- 
ders  with  no^^les.  Pouches,  Bags,  Socks,  or  Vessels  of  any  kind, 
whereby  Plunder  may  be  obtained  and  conveyed  away.     To 
begin,  to  ^Work  at  Six  o'Clock  in  the  Morning,  and  not  to  leave 
off  till  Six  o'clock  in  the  jEvening,  during  the  Six  Summer 
Months ;  and  from  Sun-Rise  to  Sun-Set,  during  the  Six  Win- 
ter  Months.     To  be  allowed  Half  an  Hour  to  Breakfiist  and 
One  Hour  to  Dinner, 

1     *  S  s  I  J/.  Rates^ 
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V, 

1st.  Rates  to  be  paid  for  Ordinary  fFork  to  hi  performed  by  Lum» 
pers  previous  to,  and  during  the  Discharge^ 

To  unbend  the  Sails,  get  down  the  Topgallant  Masts  and 
Yards,  strike  Yards  and  Topmasts,  unreeve  running  Rigging, 
put  out  Boats  and  Sails,  build  up  a  Stage  for  Cables  if  required, 
gpt  up  the  Cables  from  bdow^  and  coil  them  thereon,  clear 
the  decks  of  all  lumber,  get  up  and  rig  a  Derick  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discharging  the  Cargo,  and  to  pump  the  Ship  and  wash 
the  Decks  when  required ;  and,  after  the  Discharge  is  finished, 
the  Ship  to  be  completely  washed,  the  Fire-wbbd  piled  if  re- 
quired, and  the  Ship  left  in  every  respect  in  good  condition. 
Where  Rum  makes  a  p^  of  th^  Cargo,  the  same  shall  be 
struck  down  and  placed  in  a  proper  situation  for  Sanipling,  or 
hoisted  upon  Deck  to  clear  the  Ship  for  the  Discharge  of  Sugars 
or  other  Goods. 

Nota.  Por  these  specific  Services  Two  Guineas  shall  be  paid 
the  undertaking  Lumper ^  in  all  cases  where  the  burthen  of  the  Ship 
shall  be  registered  unaer  250  Tons  ;  and  where  the  said  burthen 
shall  be  250  Tdns  and  upwards ,  then  the  allowance  shall  be  Three 
Guineas,  and  no  more* 

Qd.  Specif  Rates  to  be  paid  for  discharging  Cargoes. 

s.  i. 

for  every  Hogshead  of  Sugar  from  the  British 

Islands •    •     •    •   o    ir 

For  every  Tierce  of  Sugar  from  ditto  •  •  o  7 
For  every  Puncheon  of  Ruin  from  ditto  •  q  9 
For  every  Hogshead  of  Rum  from  ditto  .06 
For  every  Tierce  of  CoSee  from  ditto  •  •  o  7 
For  every  Barrel  of  Coffee  from  ditto  ..04 
For  every  Bag  of  Coffee,  Ginger,  Pimento, 

Cocoa,  and  Turmeric    •••/..    o      a 
For  every  Bag  of  Cotton   ..••••    o      6 

For 


I. 


For  every  Pocket  of  Cotton  •...••  o  3 
For  every  Hundred  Hides  .  •  •  .  •  4  6 
For  every  Ton  of  Logwood*  Mahoganyt 

Fustic,  and  other  Dye- Woods     •.36 
For  every  Elephant's  Tooth    .     .     •    .     .    o      2 
For  every  Cask  of  Ginger^  from  2  to  3  cwt.    o      4 
For  every  Cask  of  Castor-Oil     t     •    •    •    o    10 
For  every  Lancewood-Spar    •     •     •     .     •    o      2 
And  for  every  Hqgshead  of  Sugar  from  Mar- 
tinique, and  other  Captured  or  Foreign 
Islands,  where    the  Weight  upon  an 
Average  does  not  exceed  11   cwt.   or 
thereabouts 08 

The  Rum,  Cotton,  Coffee,  and  other  Articles,  on  board  of 
Ships  from  the  Conquered  or  Foreign  Islands,  to  be  paid  for 
according  to  the  General  Table* 


I 


3d.  RaUs  to  be  paid  for  extraordinary  fTorl  out  of  the  Common 
s  Course. 

1.  In  all  cases  where  Rum  Casks  are  struck  into  the  hoU  of 
any  Ship  cur  Vessel,  after  being  hoisted  upon  Deck»  an  allow- 
ance of  4d.  per  Puncheon',  and  2d.  per  Hogsheadi  to  be  made 
for  this  extra  Work ;  to  be  paid  for  on  production  of  a  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Commanding  Officer  on  board  at  the  time  by 
the  Master  Lumper.  And  this  charge  to  be  incurred  as  often 
as  the  said  Rums  are  hoisted  up  or  lowered  down  into  the  Hold ; 
excepting  in  cases  where  a  specific  agreement  is  made  on  lower 
Terms,  to  be  certified  as  to  the  amount  by  the  said  Command- 
ing Officer.  ^       , 

IL  In  cases  whqre  any  Foreman  Lumper  shall  be  directed  to 
perform  any  labour,  not  already  specified  under  the  head  of 
Ordinary  and  U^tr^vrdinury  fFork^  a  specific  i^greement  shall 

s  a  2  be 
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be  made  fqt  the  same,  and  the  Master  Lumper  shall  leceive 
from  the  Commanding  Officer  a  CcrtKicatei  specifying  the  extia 
labour  thus  performed»  and  the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the 
same,  unless  such  Officer  shall  choose  to  settle  for  such  Work 

himself. 

III.  Infill  instances  it  is  understood,  that  where  such  extn 
Work  is  paid  for  on  the  Ceruikates  of  the  G>mmaQding 
OfficefSi  who  have  agreed  for  the  same,  the  sum  paid  shall  make 
a  part  of  the  general  Disbursements  to  be  settled'and  paid  by  the 
Ship's  Husband  on  a  final  adjustment  of  the  account. 

r 

I,  Master  Lumptr^  bavinz 

perused  the  Rules  laid  down  hf  the  Marine  Police  Establishment  9 
and  the  diffident  Allowances  and  Rates,  for  ordinary  and  extraar'^ 
dinary  Labour,  do  declare  myself  satisfied'  with  the  same,  If^it^ 
ness  my  Hand^  Ms  day  ef' 


1 


jI  Provision  for  Cases,  where,  from  the  particular  State  and 
Condition  ofthje  Cargo  of  any  Ship  or  Fessei;  it  m^y  be  imprac^ 
ticable  to  find  Lumpers,  who  will  undertake  the  Discharge  at 
any  specific  Rates,  which  may  not  be  considered  as  very  ex-* 
orbit  ant  \  or  where,  from  the-^  Bad  Condition  of  the  Caski  und 
Packages,  it  may  not  be  the  Interest  of  the  Ship-Oumers  and 
Consigned  t&  resort  t^  the  usual  Mode  offf^erking,  • 

When  a  Ship,  is  so  peculiarly  circumstanced  as  to  require 
much  care  and  circumspection  in  tiie  Discharge  of  the  Cargo, 
from  damage,  or  the  bad  condition  of  the  Casks  and  Packages, 
in  that  case  the  Unlading  of  the  Ship  shall  be  carried  on  by 
Day-labour,  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  it  can  be  procured,  and  a  true 
and  faithful  account  rendered  of  thesamf. 

Conditions  tp  he  complied  with  by  Ship-Owners. 

When  a  Ship  is  placed  under  the  Cognizance  of  the  Marine 
Police  Insftftution  for  thepnrpoae  of  being discba^ed«  two  Con*. 
6  stables 
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stables  shall  bs  applied  for>  to  protect  the  Cargo*  and  the 
Tackle,  Apparel,  and  Stores,  of  the  Ship ;  and  two  Shillings 
per  Ton.  shall  be  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  .defisaying  the 
iveekly  Wages  of  the  Lumpers,  until  the  amount  can  be  finally 
adjusted.  Each  Constable  to  receive  2s.  6J.  per  day,  and  2x.  6d. 
j)er  night ;.  to  be  reduced  to  Half«pay  after  the  Arst  week,  dur- 
,ing  the  period  the  Ship  is  not  working.  The  full  amount  of 
the  actual  Disbursements,  and  no  mare,  shall  be  ultimately  paid 
by  the  Ship<Owners,  with  5  per  cent*  on  the  same,  to  defray 
the  extra  Expences  incurred  by  the  Lumping  Systeau 

Ccndhi§ns  to  be  complied  with' iy  the  Marine  Police  Institution. 
I.  A  faithfiil  account  shall  be  kept  of  the  Disbursement  of 
'the  Money  deposited,  and  an  estact  statement  of  the  same  fur- 
ilished  td  the  Ship's  Husband,  and  the  Balance  of  the  Amount 
either  paid  or  received  when  the  Discharge  is  finished  ;  placing 
against  such  deposit  the  actual  advances  made  to  the  Lumpers 
and  Constables,  with  5  per  cent,  on  the  Amount  of  the  Dis- 
bursements,  to  defray  the  expence  of  the  Officers  and  Clerks, 
"who  must  necessarily  be'  employed  to  conduct  the  Lumping 
Department ;  c^ery  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  Institution  being 
"disclaimed.  '  '  * 

11.  In  all  cases  where  Ships,  are  placed  under  the  Cogniz- 
ance of  the  Institution  by  means  of  Constables  and  Lumpers, 
^ch  Ships,  with  their  Cargoes,  Tackle,  jfpfarel,  znd  Stores,  shM 
be  entitled  to  tb^  daily  and  nightly  inspection  of  the  Boat  Sur- 
veyors and  River  Guards,  gratis  ^  and  also  to  the  assistance  of 
such  Boat  Surveyors  (being  old  Ship  Masters)  in  occasionally 
overlooking  the  progress  of  the  Pischaige^  and  promoting  what- 
ever may  contrili^ute  to  Security  and  Dispatch.  Wbeie  Shies 
are  not  placed  m  this  manner  under  the  Institution,  no  assist- 

ance  or  protection  whatsoever  can  be  afFoided. 

/*  • .  . 

approve  of  the  Rates  and  Conditions  herein-iefore  mentioned 

in  Behalf  0/ the  Owners  of  the  Ship 

ffltness  my  Hand,  this  Day  of 
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No.  vr. 

I  <  —  •  ■ 

General  Instrxtctions  to  Marine  Police  Surveyors,  havki 
Difutations  under  the  Authority  of  the  Act  of  the  2nd  Gts* 
III.  caf.  28. 

You  are  constantly  to  keep  in  mind,  that  on  your  appoint- 
ment  to  the  Office  of  a  Surveyor,  you  took  a  Solemn  Oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelifts  of  Almighty  God:  That  you  shall  well 
ftnd  truly  serve  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  in  the 
Office  of  a  Constable  for  one  year,  or  until  you  shall  be  dis- 
chaxged,  or  shall  cease  to  be  in  the  employment  of  the' Marine 
Police  Institution,  for  the  purgose  of  preventing  and  detecting 
Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  in  Ships,  Vesselsi 
and  Lighters,  in  and  upon  the  River  Thames. — That  you  arc 
not  directly  or  indirectly  to  connive  at  any  of  the  said  Ofences, 
but  to  stiTA  and  detain  the  Oifisnders  when  detected  by  your- 
self or  others  in  any  act  of  Criminality. — ^That  you  are  to  be 
regular  and  punctual  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  in  con- 
formity to  the  Instructions  which  you  receive  from  the  Magis- 
trates.— ^That  you  will  not  receive  directly  pr  indirectly  any 
Money,  Goods,  or  Property  of  any  kind,  for,  or  in  consldcia- 
tion  of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  or  improper  design,  or 
of  concealing  any  evil  practice  which  may  come  within  yout 
knowledge  ;  but  shall  conduct  yourself  with  the  strictest  fideli^ 
in  the  execution  of  the  duty  assigned  you. 

And  you  further  swear,  that  you  will  bear  true  allegiance  to 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  and  defend  his  Person, 
Crown  and  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposcrs  what- 
soever, and  obey  the  orders  of  the" Magistrates  presiding  at  the 
Marine  Police  'Office,  and  all  cithers  wiioip  they  may  set  over 
yoii — ^so  help  you  Goor 

Article  xx/.-j-You  are  appointed  Sitter  in.  one  of  the  poats 
belonging  to  this  Institution  ;  in  which,  assisted  by  twq  Waicr^ 

ipen  or  Rowers  under  your  direction  and  controul>  you  arc  ^0 

'  "  "        take 
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take  your  regular  turn  of  duty  in  peiambulating  the  River 
Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  BladcwalU  agree$d>ly  to  a  rott 
which,  is  laid  down — In  executing  this  duty,  it  is  expected  and 
required  that  you  should  be  regular  and  punctual,  departing 
from  the  Station  at  the  back-tstairs  of  the  Office  at  the  precise 
hour  that.is .fixed  j  and  after  visiting  every  part  of  the  Pool  and 
the  different  tiers  of  Shipping  and  Craft  in  that  part  of  the 
River  which  is  within  the  limits  assigned  you«  for  the  number 
of  liQurs  specified  in  the  rota  of  duty ,  then  you  are  to  return 
again  to  yqur  Station  at  the  Office,  to  be  succeeded  by'  the  other 
Surveyt)rSf  whose  duty  commences  at  the  period  that  yours  is 
completed :  so  that  at  all  times,  both  by  day  and  night,  thert 
shall  be  constantly  two  Boats  upon  the  River; 

Articli  Tnd.—ln  executing  this  important  trust,  it  is  required 
of  you  to  be  watchful  and  vigilant  in  detecting  and  apprehending 
all  persons  offending  against  the  Laws  now  in  being,  respecting 
Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  committed  on  the 
Rivet 't'hames  within  the  limits  prescribed.   . 

%  the  Act  of  the  and  George  IIL  cap.,  a8.  You  are  autho- 
rised *'  to  apprehend  and  to  detain  all  persons  on  board  of  any 
BumiotU,  and  also  to  sdze,  search,  and  detain  in  some  place  of 
safety  such  Beat,  and  the  Tackle,  Apparel,  Furniture,  and 
Lading  thereof;  and  the  person  or  persons  so  apprehended, 
shall,  (as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,)  be  conveyed  t)efore  the 
Justice,  or  Justices  having  Jurisdiction.  In  all  cases  where 
such  Bumboats  shall  Navigate. on  the  said  River  Thames,  for 
the  purpose  of  Selling,  Bartering,  Exchanging,  or  exposing 
to  Sale,  to  and  among  the  Seamen  and  Labourers  employed  in 
and  about  Ship^,.  Vessels,  and  other  Craft  in  the  said  River 
Thames,  any  Liquors,  Slops,  Tobacco,  Brooms,  or  any  Fruit, 
Greens,  Gitigerbread,  or  other  such  like  Ware;  or  who  shall 
Sell,  Barter,  olr  expose  to  Sale  as  aforesaid,  such  Articles,  in 
or  from,  or  out  of  any  Bumboat  or  other  Boat,  other  than  and 
except  such  Bms  ^s  shall  be  entered  in  the  Office  of  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  and  shall  be  used  and  navigated  for  the  purposes 

aforesaid 
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aforesaid  in  the  day  time  between  Sun-riswg  atj^i  Stm^seNing 
9nfy.    Or  where  persons  levigating  such  Boats  as  sifoMsaid^ 
shall  take  in  Exchange,  or  by  way  of  Barter,  or  diall  unlaw- 
^lly  receive  or  procure  to  be  delivered  to  them,  any  R^Sf 
C$riiage,  TaciU,  Apparel^  Furniture^  Stores,   or  Mainiah,  or 
any  part  of  the  Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Ships  or  Vessels  in 
the  said  River  Thames :  Or  in  xases  where  any  Bumboat  or 
other  Boat  shall  be  found  Navigating  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
from  London  Bridge  to  the  Lower  Hope  Point,  anc)  siiall  not 
be  entered  by  the  Owner,  or  Owners  theieof,  with  th&  Corpo^ 
ration  of  the  Trinity-house,  and  who  shall  not  have  marked  his 
or  their  Christian  and  Surnames,  and  place  or  placesof  Abode, 
on  the  said  Boat.'* 

'  That  all  such  OiFenders  on  beiag<  brought  be&re  the  Justice 
or  Justices,  may  te  dealt  with  as  the  Lauf  directs. 

The  said  Act  also  authorises  yen,  '<  to  stop*,  search,  and 
detain  in  some  place  of  safety ^  any  Boat  which  there  shall  be 
reason  to  suspect,  has  any  Repest  Cordagi%  Tackle»-  Apparel, 
Furniture,  Stores,  Materials,  or  any  part  of  any  Ca|]go,  or 
Lading,  stolen  or  unlawfully  prociued  from  or  out  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  in  the  said  River  Thames ;  and  alsQ,  to.appiebeqd  and 
detain  atiy  person  who  may  be  reasonably  aispectedtOf  having 
or  conveying  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  things  in  such  Boats* 
and  such  person  or  persons  so  appiehendcd,  shall  be  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  conveyed  before  any  one  or  more  Justice 
or  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  the  County,  City,  Division,  or 
Liberty,  or  place  adjoining  the  said  River/' — To  he  deaU  with 
as  tki  Law  diruts* 

The  same  Act  further  authorises  you, "  to  apprehend  all  per- 
sons who  shall  be  discovered  Cutting,  Damaging,'or  Spoilingacy 
Cordager  CaUeSt  Buoy-Ropes,  Headfasts,  or  other  Fast^  fixed 
to  any  Anchor,  or  Moorings,  bdonging  to  any  Ship  or  .Vessel 
at  Anchor  or  Moorings  in  the  said  River  Thames,  or  any 
Ropes  used  for  the  purpose  of  Mooring  or  Rafting  Masts  or 
Timber,  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  therein  with  an  intent 

to 
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to  steal',  the  iamc ;  and  to  convey  such  Offenders-  befere  the 
Justice  or  Justices  as  aforesaid*"  h  he  didlt  wtb  according  to  Law^ 
(  By  the  Actof  the'  32nd  Geo.  II.  cap.  16,  You  are  autho- 
rised to  give  jnfdrnBation  to  a  Justice  of  th6  Peace  iii  all  in* 
stances  whem^you  discover  ^y  Ship-Maaterr  or  other  person^ 
recetving  or  putting  on  board  any  Ballast,  without  having  prei> 
vioudy  made  ^ti^e  entry  of  the  same  at  the  Ballast-Office  of 
the.  Trmity  Ooq)oiation ;  and  who  have  not  paid  t6  «the  said 
Corporation  4»e  penny  per  Ton  for  the  same,  or  who  shall 
receive  or  put  on  board  any  Ship  or  Vessel  any  greater  quantity 
of  such  Ballast  than  shall  be  so  entered  and  paid  for. 

By  the  same  Act,  you  are  authorised  to  give  Information  in 
ril  cases  where  Vessels  inward  bound  shall  unlade  or  throw  out 
Ballast  in  die  River,  and  shall  not  land  the  same  on  some  com- 
mon Wharf  or  Quay  near  the  same,  at  the  expence  of  the 
Owner  or  Master,  or  intQ  Lighters  belonging  to  the  said  Cor- 
poration. 

In  the  execution  of  these  duties,  you  are  protected  by  the  said 
Act  of  a  Geo.  III.  against  all  persons  attempting  to  obstruct 
you :— It  being  enacted,  "  that  all  persons  so  obstructing^  and 
all  such  as  shall  act  in  their  assistance^  shall,  on  conviction  on 
the  oath  of  two  credibk  witnesses,  be  transported  for  feven 
ytarj.** — It  becomes  therefore  your  duty,  when  such  Offences 
are  attempted,  first  to  warn  the  -parties  of  their  danger,  and  if  an 
actual  obstruction  takes  place»  to  bring  the  Offender  to  Justice. 

Article  3^. — In  the  course  of  your  duty  upon  the  River,  if 
you  should  discover  that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship 
or  Vessel  (contrary  to  the.  Act  of  5  Geo.  II.)  outward-bound, 
shall  receive  on  board  any  Gunpowder,  (not  being  a  Ship  in  His 
Majesty's  Service,)  in  any  part  of  the  s^id  River  above,  and 
not  against  or  below  Blackwall,  you  are  authorised  to  lodge 
an  Information  against  the  Offender  or  Offenders,  that  they 
may  be  dealt  with  according  to  Law.    . , 

And  in  like  manner,  if  (contrary  to  the  said  Act,)  you  dis- 
cover that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel 

inward 
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inwafd^bouady  (not  being  in  the  £iqg*s  Sorrice»}  shall  not 
have  Unded  his  Gunpowder  either  before'  his  arrival  ac  Blacky 
vvall,  or  within  twentyribur;  houcs  aft^r  he  shall  have  come  to 
an  Anchor  there,  or  at  the.  place  of  iier  Unlading*  you  are 
also  .to  lodge,  an.  ioforaiatioQ  against  the  OflSeoderor  OffiandeiSf 
that  th^  may  bc^  d^c  wifh  according  to  Law.  And  further, 
if  you  discover  any  Gftui^powder  conveying  upon  the  River 
Thamesi  (exceeding  too  pounds*}  in  <ioy  Baxge,  Boat,  or 
other  Vessel,  (except  in  Vessels  with  Gun-powder  imparted 
from,  or  to  be  exported  to  any  place  beyoad  Sea  or  Coastwise,) 
the  same  m^y  be  seized,  unless  in  Barrels  of  not  more  than  loo 
pounds  in  each,  and  hooped  without  any  Irgn  about  them ;  and 
also,  unless  such  Powder,  is  in  cIose>decked  BargeSi  Boats,  or 
Vesselst  and  covered  besides  with  Raw  Hides  or  Tarpaulinsi 
the  Powder  so  seized-  in  such  cases,  becomes  on  conviction, 
forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  person  seizing  the  same. 

And  further,  (if  contrary  to  the  said  Act,)  you  shall  discover 
that  the  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Ship>  (not  being  in  the 
King*s  Service,)  lying  between  London  Bridge  and  Blackwally 
shall  permit  any  Gun  to  be  fired  before  Sun-rising,  or  after 
Sun-setting,  or  where  Guns  are  found  to  be  Sliotted  on  board 
of  such  Vessels  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames,  you  are  in 
like  manner  to  lodge  an  Information,  that  the  Offenders  may 
be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

And  if  you  shall  in  like  manner,  discover  (contrary  to  the 
said  Act,)  that  any  person  or  persons  on  board  of  any  Ship  or 
Vessel  in  the  said  River,  between  London  Bridge  and  Black- 
wall,  shall  heat  or  melt,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  fieatcd 
or  melted  by  Fire,  Lotrgcrheat,  Shot,  or  any  othfer  thing  on 
board  of  such  Ship  or  Vessel,  any  Pitch,  Tar,  Rosin,  Grease, 
Tallow,  Oil,  or  other  such  Combustible  Matter  or  thing» 
you  are  also  to  lodge  an  Information,  that  the  Offenders  may 
be  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 

Article  /^th. — In  your  Perambulations  within  the  limits 
assigned  you,  and  particularly  in  the  night  time,  you  will  bo 

exceedingly 
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*C30deedii^y  walchfol  lespectiog  F»«s»  both  on  board  at  Ships 
and*  on  the  Whufs ;  and  for  this  purpose,*  if  your,  suspicion 
dHHild  be.  excited:  by  any  appearances  iadicating  ady  evil  designs 
upon  the  Shippingjoc  Waiehpusest  by  having  Combustibles  in 
«thetr  posBe^oAr  or- by  any  other  act  that  may  denote  an  iniem- 
tion  to  do  raiscbier,  you  will  casefuUy  watch  such  persons»  and 
when  such  intentions  are  deaily  ascertained,  you  will  prevent 
the  evil  by  apprehending  the  Culprits  before  they  have  beeil 
-able  to  cany 'their  diabolical  d^gns  fully  into  eacecutioni  and 
convey  them  before  the  Magistrates; . 

Article  sih^'^hi  C2SC  of  Fire  or  any  appearance  thereof  in 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  on  the  River,  you  will  instantly  adopt  the 
most  effectual  measures  forextinguifliing  it,  by  giving  notice  tb 
those  who  have  the  cliarge  of  the  Engines  upon  the  River* 
and  by  calling  to  your  aid  as  many  Officers  as  can  beTound  iii 
the  Service  of  this  Institution,  and  employing  the  whole  of 
4he  Boats  in  whatever  service  may  be  necessary  to  remove 
Shipping  and  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  danger. 

Article  6M.— In  your  daily  and  nightly  Perambulations  on 
the  River,  and  particularly  in  galeg  of  Wind  or  Snow-storms, 
if  you  at  any  time  discover  Ships,  Vessels,  or  Craft,  drifting^ 
or  in  danger,  you  will  consider  it  to  be  your  indispensable  duty 
to  give  your  utmost  assistance  in  securing  them,  by  warning 
the  persons  on  board  of  their  danger,  and  aiding  in  securing 
their  Vessels :  and  in  all  cases  where  Vessels  or  Craft,  arc 
dtifting  without  any  person  on  'board,  and  particularly  such 
Vessels  as  ai^  laden,  it  is  expected  and  required  of  you,  that 
you  will  take  ttafge  of  them  and  renftove  such  Vessels  or  Craft 
to  some  place  of  safety,  leaving  a  Guard  upon  the  Property, 
Until  proper  noMcf  om  be'^ven  to  tiie^Owners. 

"  Article  ^l^S.-*-ln  your  general  Surveys  on  the  River,  you  will 
keep  a  watehful  eye  upon  Ships 'iiftdeir  discharge,  particularly 
Vessels  from  the 'West-Indies,  not.  placed  by  their  Owners 
under^diecbajrg^of^the  Ii^titu^oi^  and  not  benefiting  on  this 
account  by  die  Preventive  Systenp,  which  attaches,  x^  Ships 

guarded 
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gqaided  bf  Police  Oflken  under  jriair  ccintfoiiI.*«-Be  jnhtcularlf 
vigilant  when  the  Liimpccs.hncl  other  Liboiiivrs  tove  theee 
uapiotected  Ships»  •  and  where  Sugvs»  of  any.  other  Article 
auqiectcd  to  have  been  s^en  firom  the  Cxgjiiii$J(mr)dinApir 
^poGsesaion,  or  in  the  possession  .'of  Lumpen  gr<  others  coming 
finim  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  River,  you  ase  to  do  joor  doty 
as  detailed,  from  the  wonfeof'the  Act  of.«Pastiainem  in  the 
Second  Article  of  these  Instriittions. 

*  The  same  authority  enables  you  to  detect  allclipsesof  Lum- 
pers or  others  from  Ships  in  genend ;  also  Bivir  Pirnieur^ 
tiight  ^Plunderers. — River  Ttievet,  who  ^r/]  in,  the  practice  of 
stealing  Goods  from  outward-bound ^Ships^ — $tedUrs:of  Goods  from 
Orcft. — Thieves  in  the  practice  of  stealing  Cook  and  Timier.^^ 
And  othei  Acts  authorise  you  to  detect  Delinquents  damaging 
CordagSy  Cables,  Buoy-Ropes,  &o« — Recciycrsf  and  others 
landing  Goods  from  bis  Majesty's  Ships,  and  §hips  and  Vessels 
not  in  the  King's  Service,  having,  on  bo^.  any  Coidag^ 
Blocks*  Metals,  Stores,  or  Maiterial&  with  ^e.  King's  mark 
thereon* — C^r  persons  committing. Misdemeanors  ,with  respect 
to  Gunpowder,  Guns  shotted,  heating  Pitch,  Tar,  and  other 
Combustible  Matter,  or  lading  or  discharging  Ballast  coniraxy 
to  the  Laws  herein  before. mentioned.* 

Article  ifh, — Wherever  information  is  received,  or  suq>tcioa 
is  excited  of  any  evil  practice  being  in  contemplation  in.  any 
Ship,  Vessel,  or  Craft,  or  in  or  about  any  Wbarf,  Landing 
Place,  or  Slip,  on  the  banks  of  the  River,  the  utmost  exertions 
are  to  be  used  in  watching  those  points  of  xlanger,.  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  either  preventing  the  mischkf,  or  of  detecting  and 
bringing  the  Offenders  to  Jitftice. 

JrticU  gth. — In  the  execmien  of  their'  important  Xttitts^ 
whicb  are.  thus  assigned  y9U|.  if,  is  ezpept^  ^id.  required  that 
you  shall  conduct  yourselves  w>th  the  utmost  attenUQo  to  pro» 
priety.^^That  you  will'  spi^n  with  iiW^gptatic^  eveiy  anerapi 

*  For  further  information  or/  this  subject,  yod  are  fefelied  tb  the 
Rules-and  Regulations  of  the  Port  of  London.  **•'--* 

to 
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to  corrupt  your  fatuity  or  to  withdraw  you  from  the  strict  line 
of  ypur  d^typ  in  the  eyecutfon  of  which »  the  utmost  zm/» 
vigihmctt  pruditUe,  discretion  and  sobriety,  must  on  every 
occasion  be  maoifestcd,  nover  resorting  to  acts  of  severity  or 
harshness  when  it  can  be  avoidedr  and  on  no  account  using 
Arms  but  in  your  defence.— -In  your  intercourse  with  the 
Revonue  OfEcerSr  you  wiU  conduct  yourself  with  the  utmost 
civility  and  fa»prietyi  and^  render  them  every  assistance  in  yotir 
power. 

Artick  lo/J^.-^You  are  to  insert  in  your  Diary  all  the  occur* 
rei)ces  of  the  day  and  night  while  you  have  been  on  duty,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  Magistrates  every  morning^  and  you  are 
also  to  collect  in  a  Ginnal  Report,  to  be  delivered  once  every 
Quarter  on  the  day  your  Salaries  are  paid,  a  detailed  account  of 
the  Sfiecific  Services  you  have  performed  Airing  the  preceduig 
three  monthsi  under  tl^  following  heads,  viz. — ist.  The  evils 
you  have  prevented. — 2nd.  The  number  of  Offenders  you  have 
detected^  and  of  these  the  number  convicted. — 3d.  The  Ships^  VtS' 
selsf  and  Craft ^^  ifjhich  by  your  vigilance ^  have  been  preserved 
when  drifting  in  the  River.^^\x\i,  The  general  state  of  the  River 
with  respect  to  security,  and  tvery  other  information  which, 
may  be  connected  with  your  Official  Duties,  that  nothing 
may  be  withheld  from  the  Magistrates,  leaving  them  to  act 
upon  such  inforipation  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

•  1'  •     ?  .  •  * 

Particular  Instructions  to  Marine  Police  Surveyors,  to 

tvhom  is  assigned  the  duty  of  visiting  Ships  where  the  Owners 

or  Consignees  thereof  have  requested  Ship-Constables  to  be  sta* 

tionedf  or  who  6ave  applied  for  Lumpers  to  discharge  the  Cargo. 

• 

Artick  1st. — In  all  instances  where  Ships  discharging  Car^ 
goes  under  die  coghizkmce  of  this  Institution,  are  placed  under 
your  particular  diarge,  with  Maiine  Police  Officeis  on  board 
for  the  protection  of  the  Catgo,  you  are  required  to  visit  such 
Ships  at  least  once  every  day,  and,  also  once  during  the  nigbt» 
noting  down  in  the  Officers*  Book  the  hour  you  visited  the  Ship^^ 

and 
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and  taking  iovm  in  your  own  Book  such  occuimds  as  m^  be 
proper  to  convey  to  the  Magtstnites»  whether  they  •relate  to  anjr 
matter  applicable ,  to  the  conduct  of  .the  Officers  under  your 
coRfrool,  or  the  Lumpers  employed  in  the  discharge  of  dis 
Cax]go.«^AIthougb  this  Inetitution  can  take  no  responsibilitjr 
upon  itself  relative  to  such  Cargo,  yet  it  is  your  duty  to  see  that 
the  directions  of  the  Magistrates  for  the  purpose  ^  prevenlii^ 
Plunder,  are  strictly  carried  into  eflect.  In  paitindar,  yoii  mft 
enforce  the  following  Regulations  :— 

1st.— That  the  Printed  Caution  against  PHfeg^  and  Plun- 
der, is  fixed  on  the  Mast  of  each  Ship  placed  under 
'     your  charge, 

snd. — ^That  the  Caution  against  insuking  Police  Officers,  is 
fixed  up  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  Ship. 

3d.— That  the  Advertisement  forbidding  the  appropriation  of 
Sweepings  and  Scrapings,  is  also  generally  made 
known. 

4th. — That  the  Constables  in  each  Ship  belonging  to  your 
division,  are  furnished  with  Printed  Instructions,  and 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  Weekly  Bills  of  Discharge^ 
and  also  the  Lighter  Pass*BilIs* 

It  will  be  your  particular  duty  to  furnish  yourself  with  a 
Copy  of  the  Book  of  Instructions  for  Regulating  the  Conduct 
of  Ship  Constables,  and  to  see  that  the  various  duties  assigned 
them  are  punctually  performed,  and  regularly  to  report  to  the 
Magistrates  cvQiy  instance  where  they  appear  remiss,  careless 
or  incapable ;  at  the  same  time  bringing  under  their  review, 
the  conduct  of  such  Officers  as  are  vigilant,  active,  prudent^ 
and  discreet,  in  the  execntion  of  their  duty.-*-You  will  r^* 
larly  examine  the  Books  kept  by  these  Officers ;  and  where 
they  are  new  in  Office  and  ignoiant  of  the  importance  of 
the  duties  assigned  them,  yon  will  in  such  cases  admonish  and 
instruct  them. 

ArtUle  2nd. — As  often  as  you  visit  Ships  in  the  day  time 
during  their  Discharge,  you  will  aflford  every  assistance  in  point 

ef 
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of -advioeanl  ifi&}niiation»  iivkich  may  ariste  from  your  local 
and  tunilical  knowledge  in  Acilitatiog  (he  discharge,  in  pre- 
venting unnecessary  expenceSy  in  xontrolling  every  disposition 
manifested  on  the. part  of  the  Lumpers^  to  injure  the  Casks 
and  Packages,  or  to  lay  or  execute, plans  for  obtaining  Plunder. 

Where  (tisputes  arise  between  the.  Commanding  Officer  on 
board,  or  others>  and  the  Lumpers,  you  will  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  compose  and  reconcile  all  these  difibences,  tnat 
the  Work  may  go  on  with  expedition  and  harmony. 

You  will  at  DO  time  remain  longer  on  board  of  any  one 
Ship  than  the  nature  of  your  duty  requires,  and  on  no  account 
longer  than  you  can  be  employed  usefuUy  to  the  Institution. 

•  •       •  '  - 

Article  3</.— It  will  be  your  duty  to  keep  an  attentive  eye 

on  all  Lighters  receiving  Sugars  and  other  Goods  from  Ships 

under  your  charge,  that  noevilpraaice  may  be  permitted  to  go 

on  while  lading ;  and  afterwards  to  see  that  each  Lighter  is 

furnished  with  a  Tarpaulin  to  protect  the  Cargo  from  damage ; 

and  also,  that  no  Lighterman  is-  sufimd  to  loiter  and  wilfully 

to  lose  the  Tide. — And  further,  that  a  Marine  Police  Constable 

With  a  Printed  Bill  properly  filled  up,  shall  always  accompany 

each  Lighter.— -And  if  Tarpaulins  are  wanting,  or  any  thing 

amiss  respecting  the  arrangements  established  with  respect  to 

Lighters,  shall  come  to  your  knowledge,  you  will  report  the 

same  immediately  to  the  Magistrates. 

i 

Artiek  ^sbj^ln  your  nightly  Surveys  of  the  River,  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  the  Ships  of  your  division,  you  wilt  also 
visit  the  Wharfs  where  the  Lifters  with  Sugars,-  apd  other 
Commevctal  Property  are  lying,  tsot.  only  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  that  eveiy  thing  is  safe,  but  also  as  a  check  upon  the 
Police  Gtiards  stationed  upon  the  Quays  and  on  the  said 
Lighiers,  who  are  to  be  hailed,  and  if  not  found  upon  duty, 
their  want  of  vi^lance  to  be  reported  next  morning. — And  on 
boaidingithe  diiSerent  Ships  in  your  division^  during  wbich,  if 

I  any 
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any  Ship  Constable»  shall  not  aaswer  at  yoor  call»  and  shall  be  - 
found  in  bed  or  asleep,  and  not  walking  the  Deck*  yea-irviil 
report  the  same  to  the  Magistrates  in  the  morning;        > 

Articli  ^th. — In  the  general  execution  of  jrour  duty,  you  ' 
^ill  conduct  yourself  in  such  a  manner  as  not  only  to  deserve  * 
the  confidence  of  the  Magistrates  as  a  vigilant  and  attentive 
Officer,  but  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  Consignees,  Shtp* 
Ownersy  and  Ship-Masters,  a  due  sense  of  the  advantages' 
derived  to  the  Port  of  London  in  geneni],  and  to  the  protection 
of  Commercial  Property  in  particular,  from  your  zeal  and  vigi- 
lance in  the  execution  of  these  and  all  other  Instructions  yoa 
may  receive  from  the  Magistrates.     For  this  purpose,  you  vrill ' 
ever  keep  in  view  that  you  are  Superior  Officers,  and  that  as  a 
greater  trust  is  reposed  in  you,  more  extraordinary  exertions 
vixW  be  expected.    And  that  while  Depredations  exist  upon  the 
River,  these  exertions  can  only  be  manifested  and  proved  by  your 
success  in  detecting  Offenders,  and  in  bringing  them  to  Justice. 


fiSS-S 


Instructions  U  Land- Officers /»  ihe  Servki  of  the Marim 
Police    Institution f   being  swam  and  admitted  as  Constailes, 
and  having  t)(fputations  under  the  Authority  4>fjheA£t.rf^ 
the  2nd  Geo*  III.  cap.  a8.       .  .  , 

You  are  constantly  to  keep  in  your  recollection,  that  you 
have  taken  a  Solemn  Oath  *'  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almi^Ky  God,"    That  yoQ  shall  vrell  and  truly -serve  dur 
Soverei^  Lf»rd  King  George  in  the  Office  of  a  ConstaUe  for*: 
one  yeart  or  until  you 'shall  be.disrhaipdan  dub  couiite'of/ 
Lawv  («r  shall  *ceBse»  m  cooGequence  of  Resignation  or  Did^-' 
mission;  to  be  in  the  Service  of  the  Magistrates  of  die  VLmtm 
Police  Establishment,)  for  the  purpose  of  performing  thcse^ 
duties  belonging  to  the  Office  of  a  Land  and  River*Offieer,  lA  • 
detecting  Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,. committad* 
in  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Craft,  in  and  upon  the  River  Thames; 

and 


and  in  seizing  and  apprehending  persons  who  may  have  in  their 
possession  any  part  of  the  Stores*  Furniture>  or  Cargoes  of  tlic 
said  Vessels  or  Craft  which  niay  reasonably  be  suspected  to  have 
been  stolen :  And  all  other  duties  connected  with  your  situation 
as  Thames  Police  Officers. 

In  the  execution  of  the  Office,  and  powors  with  which  you 
are  thus  invested,  you  promise  and  swear  to  conduct  yourselves 
with  the  utmost  purity,  discretion,  and  vigilance. — That  you 
are  not  directly  or  indirectly  to  receive  any  Money,  Goods,  or 
Property  of  any  kind,  or.  the  promise  of  any  reward  for,  add 
in  consideration  of  your  conniving  at  any  criminal  or  improper 
design,  or  concealing  from  the  Magistrates  any  thing  injurious 
to  the  ends  of  Publice  Justice,  or  the  prevention  of  Criminal 
OSences. — And  further,  that  you  shall  bear  true  allegiance  tp 
our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George,  and  defend  his  Person, 
Crown,  and  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what* 
soever;  and  obey  the  Orders  and  Instructions  of  the  Magis- 
trates presiding  at  the  said  Marine  Police  Office-Hso  help  you 
God. 

ist.-— You  axe  ever  to  keep  in  view,  that  in  executing  the 
^uties  of  your  Office,  you  are  to  demean'  yourself  with  the 
utmost  propriety  and  decorum,  and  with  the  greatest  attention 
to  accuracy,  prudence,  and  discretion. 

To  permit  no  temptation  to  seduce  you  into  a  state  of  intox« 
ication,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismis^on :  you  are  never  to  be 
off  your  guard,  of  manifest  any  harshness  or  severity  in  the 
execution  of  your  duty,  while  at  the  same  time  you  conduct 
yourself  with  zeal,  firmness,  and  cainion,  in  all  matters  iai- 
trusted  to  your  care,  taking  the  Laws  of  the  Land  constantly 
for  your  guide. 

You  are  on  no  occasion  to  shew  your  Arms  with  a  view  to 
excite  terror ;  and  they  are  never  to  be  used  on  any  orcasifln 
but  in  your  own  defence. 

T  T  2nd. 
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2nd. — ^You  arc  to  receive  no  fee  or  gratuity  from  any 
person  whatsoever*  for  any  duty  you  perform.  Neither  arc 
you  to  recdve  any  reward  fo^  Services  however  meritorious, 
unless  with  the  previous  consent  of  the  Magistrates. 

3d. — In  executing  your  duty  as  a  Land-Officert 

You  are  authorised  (being  a  Constable  duly  admitted  and 
8worni)  **  to  apprehend  and  detain,  or  cause  to  be  apprehended 
and  detained  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  may  reasonably 
be  suspected  of  having  or  carrying,  or  any  ways  conveying  any 
Ropes^  Cordagif  Tackle^  JppareU  Furniture,  Stores,  Materiaht 
or  any  part  of  any  Cargo  or  Lading  stolen  Or  unlawfully  pro- 
cured from  or  out  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  River  Thames; 
and  also,  to  seize  and  detain  in  some  place  of  safety,  such 
Merchandise,  Goods,  Stores,  and  things  aforesaid  ;  and  as  soon 
as  conveniently  maybe,  convey,  or  cause  the  persons  so  appre- 
hended, to  be  conveyed  before  any  one  or  more  Justice  or 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  any  County,  City,  Division,  Liberty, 
or  place  adjoining  the  said  River.*^ 

4th.— By  Virtue  of  a  Search  Warrant,  under  the  Act  of 
the  2nd  Geo.  III.  cap.  28,  granted  by  any  Magistrate  having 
legal  Jurisdiction,  you  are  duly  authorised  in  the  day  time,  to 
search  any  Dwelling-house,  Warehouse,  Out- house,  Yard, 
Garden,  and  place ;  and  if  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  Thing^i 
shall  be  found  therein,  suspected  to  be  stolen  or  unlawfully  come 
by,  or  taken  from  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  said  River,  ^ 
g^usc  the  same  to  be  deposited  or  kept  in  some  place  of  safet}'» 
*id  also,  to  cause  the  Person  or  Persons;  in  whose  House, 
Warehouse,  Out-house,  Yard,  Garden,  or  other  Place,  the 
same  shall  be  found  to  be  brought  before  such  Magistrates,^ 
other  Justice  or  Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  be  dealt  with  accortling 
to  Law.' 

In  executing  this  duty  (the  Warrant  being  directed  ^^^ 
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Officers  In  general}  It  will  be  proper,  that  you  call  upon  some 
Officer  acting  for  the  time  being,  as  a  Constable  or  Head- 
borough  in  the  Parish  or  Place  where  the  Warrant  directs  you  ' 
to  search,  that  he  may  be  at  all  times  present,  aiding  and  assist! 
ing  in  the  said  search. 

5th.  If  in  the  course  of  your  duty  in  patroling  the  Streets, 
Lanes,  Slips,  Passages  to  tl}e  River,  and  other  Places  within 
yoiir  Jurisdiction,  you  discover  or  receive  informations,  which 
may  enable  you  to  discover  and  ascertain,  that  any  Person  or 
Persons,  who  shall  have  purchased  or  received  any  part  of  the 
Cargo  or  Lading  of  any  Shjp  or  Vessel,  or  any  Goods^  Stores, 
or  Things,  of  or  belonging  to  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  said 
River,  knowing  the  same  to  be  stolen  or  unlawfully  come  by,  or 
shall  privately  buy  or  receive  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  or  Things, 
or  any  part  of  such  Cargo  or  Lading,  by  suffering  any  Door, 
Window,  or  Shutter,  to  be  left  open  or  unfastened,  between 
Sun-setting  and  Sun-rising,  for  that  purpose,  or  shall  buy  or  re- 
ceive the  same  in  a  clandestine  manner,  from  any  Person  or 
Persons  whatsoever :  You  shall  forthwith  lodge  an  informa- 
tion befibre  the  Magistrates,  that  legal  steps  may  be  pureed 
to  bring  the  OfFendcrs  to  Justice. 

6th.  In  executing  the  Laws  whi(;h  have  now  been  explained  to 
yon,  the  utmost  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Alder men^of  the  City  of  London.  If  an  Offence 
is  committed  in  your  view,  within  that  Jurisdiction,  the  Party 
offending  must  be  immediately  handed  over  to  a  City  Officer, 
(unless  you  are  yourself  a  Constable  within  this  Jurisdiction}  and 
by  him  carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor  or  some  other  o(  the 
Aldermen,  who  are  alone  authorised  to  take  cognizance  e#th^ 
Offence :  It  will,  however,  be  your  duty  on  such  occasions,  to 
attend  as  a  Witness  to  maintain  your  charge,  and  to  give 
Evidence. 

In  executing  occasionally  the  Duties  of  extra  River  Officers. 
1st,  You  are  authorised  by  virtue  of  your  Deputation,  under 

T  T  2  the 
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the  Act  of  the  ad  of  Gec^  HI.  cap.  a8»  '<  lo  ftop»  fearchi 
and  dstain  in  some  place  of  Safety*  any  Boat  which  tbeec  disdl 
be  fcason  to  suspect,  has  any  Ropfs,  C^rdinge^  TadtlcB  AffarA 
Fumiiurif  St9res^  Malf  rials t  orany  part  of  any  Cargo  or  Lading 
stolen,  or  unlawfully  procured,  from  or  out  of  any  Ship  or  Vei- 
9el  in  the  River  Thanies,  and  also  to  appn»hend.aBd  det^uopy 
Penpp,  who  may  be  reasonably  suspected  of  havir)g  or  cgovqr^ 
ing  any  such  Goods,  Stores,  ^or  Things,  in  such  BoalS;  ao4 
such  Person  or  Persons  so  apprehended  shaU  be,  a^  soon  as  o^* 
voiiently  may  be,  conveyed  before  one  or  more  Justice  or  Jus* 
tices  of  the  Peace,  for  any  Coumy,  Qty^  Division,  Liheity,  or 
Place  adjoining  the  said'River :  To  be  dealt  with  acconfog  to 
to  ^aw. 

2d.  You  are  authorised  to  apprehend  and  to  dehun  aB  F^* 
•ons  on  board  of  ^ny  BinAboat,  and  also  to  seise,  seaich  and  de- 
tain, in  some  Place  of  Safety,  such  Boat,  and  the  Tackle,  Ap- 
parel, Furninire,  and  Lading  of  such  Boat,  and  the  Person  or 
Persons  so  apprehended  shall,  as  soon  as  convenientiy  may  be> 
be  conveyed  before  one  or  tnore  Justices  of  the  Peace  as  afore* 
said.     In  uU  Case^  where  such  Buuiboota  shall  navigate  in  the 
said  River  Thames,  for  ihe  purpose  of  selling,  bartering,  ex- 
changing, or  exposing  to  Sale,  to  and  among  Seanien  and  La- 
bourers employed  in  and  ahput  Ships  and  Vessels,  and  odier 
Craft  in  the  River  Thames*  any  Liquors^  Slvps^  TohccQ,  Broms, 
$r  any  Fruif,   Gruns^  Gingerhrcadf  or  other  such  Hke  Ware, 
.  or  shall  Sell,  Barter,  or  expose  to  Sale  as  aforesaid,  ai^  soitof 
LifMr,  or  any  6V^r,  Tobacco^  Brooms,  or  any  Fruit,  Ginger- 
bread, or  other  such  like  Ware,  in  or  from,  or  out  of  any 
fiuitiboat  or  other  Boat,  other  than  and  except  such  Boots  as 
skali  be  entered  in  th^  Office  ^  ihe  Trinity  Corparaiionf  and 
shall  be  used  afid  navigated  for  the -purposes  aforesaid,  in  iht 
day  time  between  Sun-rising  and  Sun-setting  only:  or  wlicie 
persons  Navigating  such  Boais  as  aforesaid,    shall  take  in 

Exchange,  or  by  way  of  Baiter,  or  sihall  unlawfiiUy  ffcciv«» 
•  or 
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or  ptocore  to  be  deliveled  to  diem^  any  Ropes^  Cordage, 
Tackle,  Apparel*  Famiturery  Store^i  or  Materials,  or  any  part. 
of  the  Caigo  or  Lading  of  any  Ships  or  Vesseb,  in  the  River 
Thames. — ^Or  in  cases  where  any  Bum  boat,  or  other  Boat 
wfaatsoevter,  shall  be  found  Navigatii^  tor  the  purposes  aforesaad^ 
in  the  River  Thames,  from  London  Bridge,  to  die  Lower 
Hope  Point,  shall  not  be  entered  by  the  Owner  or  Owners 
theieofy  \4rtth  the  said  Trinity  Corporation,  and  who  shall  Mt 
have  maikdd  hi»  df  their  Chsisttan  and  Surnanies,  and  place  or 
pbeef  of  ftbodit,  on  the  said  Boat,  as  the  Law  directs. 

3d.  If  in  the  course  of  your  duty  upon  the  /River,  yoti  shall 
detect  any  PcMon  dr  Persons  in  the  act  of  Cutting,  Damaging,  or 
Spoiling -aoy  Coidige,  Cs^ble,  Bm^s,  Buoy-Rbpes,  Hesd-Fs^t* 
<»r  ifthey  Fmcs,  fixed  to  any  Anchor  or  Moorings  belonging  to 
any  Ship  or  Vessel  at  Anchor  or  Moorings,  in  the  River 
Thaiiite,'6r  tfny  Rope  used  tor  the  purpose  of  Mooring  or 
RaMng  Mafefis  Or  Timber,  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assistiiig^ 
riitrtift  with  ai>  intent  to  steal  the  same  9  you  will  forthwith 
apprehend  all  such  OflbfKtevSf  md  convey  diem  beibi^  the 
Magistrate,  to  be  dealt  with  accoiding  to  Law. 

Nota. — ^Xi^^<l  Act  of  28  Geo*  II L  cap.  28,  having  enacted 
that  ia  case  any  Person  or  Persons  acting  in  the  execu. 
tion  of  any  of  the  powers  gnmted  by  the  same,  shall  be 
obstnicted  therein^  every  Person  so  obstructing,  and  all  such 
as  shall  aa  in  their  assistance,  shall  on  conviction,  upon  the 
oath  of  two  credible  Witnesses,  be  Transported  for  Seven 
Years.  '  It  becomes  your  duty  to  warn  OflfenderS  of  the 
nature  of  the  punishment,  atid  m  all  cases  where  sucfar  obstruc'*' 
tions  are  afterwards  experienced,  to  bring  the  Offenders  to 
Justice  as  the  Law  directs. 

4th.  In  your  peiumbalations  on  the  Rive^,  ybo  Will  avail 
yourself  of  your  loo^  knowledge  in  carefully  watching  all 

points 
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points  ofdangeri  e^xcially  Slips  and  Back-dooas  to  the  River 
and  such  quarters  as  from  information  actually  i«:eived,  or  from 
other  circumstances,  you  have  reason  to  suspect  mischief  is 
intended. 

5th.  You  will  be  Vigilant  and  attentive  in  watching  the  Lumpers 
and  other  Labourers  coming  on  Shore  from  Ships,  where  tbey 
have  been  employed,  particularly  those  Ships  not  placed  by  the 
Owners  under  the  protection  of  this  Institution — ^That  you 
will  regularly  search  all  Lumpers,  and  Others  suspeaed  to  bave 
in  their  possession  any  Stores  or  Materials  pf  Ships,  or  any 
part  of  their  Cargdes. 

6th.  In  the  execution  e^youfcduty*  you  willc^n^uct  yoiir« 
selves  with  civility  to  all  Revenue  Officers*  and  wiieye  your 
assistance  is  required,  you  will  give  every  aid  in  youjpoweo  in 
carrying  the  Revenue  Laws  into  effect.       .   .     <    . 

7th.  You  are  required  to  make  regular  reports  to  (be 
Magistrates  of  the  Marine  Police  Establishment  of  all  your 
proceedings  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  you  are  to  obey  all 
Other  instructions  which  they  oiay  see  prqper^  from  time  to 
time  to  give  you. 


Instructions  to  River  Officers  having  Diputafims  under  the 
Act  cf'2  C^eo.  III.  cap,  28,  and  employed  under  the 
Marine  Police  Institution,  on  board  of  Ships  and  Lighters 
in  the  River  Thames,  for  the  protection  of  Commercial  Pro- 

» 

perty  against  Pillage  and  Depredation, 

TheOatbof  IN  the  first  place,  you  are  to  keep  ever  in  your 
r^ollection  that  you  have  taken  a  folemo  oath,  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  ^f  Almighty  God,  **  That  you  shall 
**  well  and  truly  serve  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 
<•  George,  in  the  Office  of  a  Constable,  for  one  year, 
^*  or  until  ypufhall  be  discharged  or  shall  cease  to  be 
•«  in  the  employment  of  the  Marine  Police  Establish- 

^  mcntj 
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*'  ment ;  for  the  special  and  express  purpofie,  and  no 
^  ''  other,  of  detecting  Felonies,  Larcenies  and  Mis* 

'  **  denoeanors,  in  Ships,  Veflels,  and  Lighters,  in  and 

upon  the  River  Thames.   That  you  are  not  direaly 
or  indirectly  to  connive  at  any  of  the  said  oiiences ; 
**  but  to  seize  and  detain  the  offenders,  whenxletefied 
"  by  yourself  or  others  in  any  act  of  criminality* 
**  That  you  are  to  be  vigilant,  and  attentive  in  watch^Oath  of  Vi* 
■*  ing  the  conduct  of  all  Persons  who  may  be  sta-**  *™^' 
''  tioned  on  board  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  or  in  any 
'^  Lighters  where  you  may  be  called  upon'^o  execute 
"  the  duty  of  a  Watchman,  whether  Lumpers  ens* 
ployed  in  discharging  the  Cargo  or  others,  that  no 
pillage  or   plunder  may   be   committed  without    . 
<'  bringing  the  delinquents  to  Justice*     That  you. 
<V  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  receive  any  Maney« 
'*  Goods,  or  Property,  of  any  kind,  for  and  in  conf 
''  fideration  of  your  conniving  at  any  aiminal  and  im^ 
<*  proper  design,  or  suffer  the  same  to  take  place ;  that  Oah  of  FU 
"  you  shall  not  conceal  any  evil  practice  which  comes  ^  ^^^' 
"  within  your  knowledge,  but  shall  conduct  yourself 
<'  with  the  strictest  fidelity  and  honesty  in  the;  exocu« 
*^  tion  of  the  duty  assigned  you.     And  further,  that 
<<  you  shall  bear  true  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  Cuh  of  Ai. 
•*  King  George,  and  defend  his  Person,  Crown,  andiyiS""* 
"  Dignity,  against  all  his  enemies  and  opposers  what-  ^^'^^Magif- 
<«  soever,  and  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
"  Magistrates  presiding  at  the  Marine  Police-Office, 
«•  and  all  others  whom  they  may  set  over  you.** 

And  which   Orders   and   Directions,   in   the 
mean  Time,  arc  these  following ; 

I.    YOU    will  ever  keep  in  View,  that  in  con- Rules  for 

sequence  of  the  Authority  with  which  you  are'  now^^^^^  ^^' 

'   *  *  ^  invested. 
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iaveitod,  your  condition  in  Society  is  advanced  i  and 
il  will,  therefore,  become  you  to  demean  yourself  ac- 
cordingly»  as  a  discreet  and  respectable  Man,  determin- 
ed to  do^your  Duty  with  Prudence,  Firmness  and  Integ- 
rity^  and  to  avail  yourself  of  the  Power  with  which, 
yoD  are  invested  in  preventing,  as  fir  as  in  you  ties,  all 
Dcpvedalioos  upon  Pkoperty;  and,  when  such  are 
committed^  to  arize  and  detain  the  Offenders;  and 
thatf  in  general t  your  conduct  shall  be  such  as  to' 
command  ths  respect  both  of  the  Captain  and   Mate 
of  the  Ship  where  you  are  stationed,  6o  as  to  ensure 
to  you  at  least  an  equal  degree  of  Attention  and 
Rq^  as  the  Reireniie-Oflicers ;  since  your  Hank  as 
Officers,  armed  with  the  authority  of  the  law.   is  at 
least  equal  to  them ;  and  you  must  prove  that  you 
deserve  such  rank;  and  also  the  confidence  that  is 
placed  in  you,  by  a  prudent  and  discreet  conduct  on 
your  part  to  every  person  on  board,  and  particularly  to 
the  Revenue*€)fSoers ;  (to  whom  when  required,  you 
will  give  every  asntsAce)  ind  that  yon  may  deserve  the 
lespcct  of  odicis,  take  care  that  you  pay  proper  re- 
Pscca^^    spect  to  yourself,  by  keeping  yourself  sober ;  *  by 
ayddiQg  dilutes  and  quarrels;  and  by  appearing  clean 
and  decent  ia  your  person  and  your  apparel ;  aub* 
mittiog,  without  grumbling*  to  $udi  accommodations, 
and  to  aucb  bre  as  ciicuiiisrimce^  will  admit,  and  con- 
sidering your  duty  as  the  first  and  only  object  of  your 
attention* 

*  In  aU  cases  where  it  shall  appear  to  the  Visiting 
Surveyor,'or  where  notice  Is  given  by  the  Captain  or 
Mate  that  any  Officer  is  in  liquor,  or  has  misconducted 
himself  in  any  relpect,  such  Officer  shall  be  immediately 
brought  before;he  Magtstraees,  and .  if  be  ihaK  aj^r 
to  be  in  liquor>  or  shall  be  proved  to  have  in  any  rcspeoc 
betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  he  will  forfeit  his  wages 
and  be  ciischarged. 

II. 


11.  As  soon  as  you  enter  the  Ship  which  is  ajt-ACuu-n 
*gncd  you,  it  must  be  your  first  duty  to  See  that  thejf **°"d^"' 
printed  paper  now  delivered,  entitled  A  CAUTION,  ^*"»^°'^« 
be  nailed,  pasted,  or  fastened,  to  the  Main-Mast^SLMut^ 
and  that  you  suffer  no  person  to  retnove  or  take  ir  ' 
down,  until  the  Ship  is  completely  unladen ;  and  that 
you,  or  your  colleague,  read  it  aloud  every  morning, 
tJ^hile  the  lumpers  are  at  breakfast,  or  when  they 
come  first  on  board,  that  those  who  cannot  read  it 
themselves  may  not  pretend  ignorance  5  nod  that  yott 
also  paste  up,  and  read  in  the  same  manner,  the^ 
eaufion   against  ^a;r<;^«7^j  and  Scrapings,   that  nof^i-ttwlT. 
Person    may  be  aHowed    to   appropriate,   to  thdrlSgi^r'* 
own  use,   any  article   whatsoever,   whether  sugar,  **'^*°^ 
eoflee,  or  any  thing  else,  which  may  drop  into  the 
hold  from  the  casks  and  packages. 

III.  Your  next  objca  must  be  to  inspect  the  shipPoioti  of 
narrowly,  and  to  turn  your  attention  to  all  the  Point*SX,ir 
of  danger  wjicreby  plundered  articles  may  be  con- p*"^***"^* 
treyed  into  boats,  such  as  the  Quarter^Galkry,  \ht^^^- 
Item  or  Cabin^fFind^s,  the  Head^RaUsof  iL  Ship!:t^^''^' 
the  Cabin-Scuttle,  the  FoncastU,  the  PortMries,  thei 
Fm^Scutlhy  ziiA  every  open  Place;  and,  when  boat* 
are  along-side,  an  additional  degree  of  vigilance  must 
.  be  exercised,  to  see  that  no  pan  of  die  cargo  is  clan, 
destrnely  taken  away.     Before  the  discharge  Com- 
mences,    the  hatches  oug^t    to   remain    batten^id 
down,  as  wdl  as  every  other  place  leading  to  the 
hold,  or  between  decks,  where  the  Cargo  is  deposited. 

yi   When  the  Lumpen  come  on  board  to  begin  L«„pe„  to 
todischai^gc,  your  attention  must  be  pwticularly  cfi.b««»««o«* 
reacd  to  their  dresi,  to  see  that  tbey  haVe  no  frocks  CooptS, 
nor  wide  trowsers.  ^mies,  or  under-waisfcoats  with«m"<i?'' 
poochesi  and  rfiat  no  hags  or  empty  stockhigs are^^ 

brought 
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brought  on  board  either  by  Lumpers,  Coopers,  or  any 

other  PersoDS|.  as,  in  such  cases,  it  is  always  for  the 

express  purpose  of  thieving.     This  precaution  to  be 

used  every  morning ;  and  every  person  coming  on 

board  to  assist  in  the  delivery  of  the  Cargo,  (and  all 

o^her  persons  v/here  a  suspicion  of  any  bad  intention  is 

excited,)  must  be  regularly  searched  as  often  as  they 

go  on  shore,  not  forgetting  to  examine  the  Crowns 

of  their  Hats,  as  they  are  often  used  for  the  Purpose 

of  concealing  Sugar >  Coflee,  Ginger,  Pimento,  and 

other  small  articles. 

Bmis  CO-         V.  Be  careful  in  examining  every  Boat  that  comes 

w^t^be  ^^  board,  to  see  that  no  Bladders  with  Nozles^  smaB 

€*x$fu]\yt%.  Pumps »  called  Jtzzers,  or  tin  Tubes t  u^ed  in  plunder- 

amiDcd  for  *^  ^         ^  op  *    .^        l.       •  1 

Implements  ing  Rum,  is  brought  on  board  :  and,  if  such  articles 

^  "°  ''  should  be  discovered  concealed  in  the  Hold,  Forecastle, 

Steerage;  Cabin,  or  any  part  of  the  Ship,  it  will  be 

your  duty  to  seize  them,  and  report  the  case  to  your 

Surveyor,  at  his  next  vifit,  that  he  may  convey  them 

to  the  Marine  Police  Office.     The  same  rule  ^\\\ 

apply  to  Jomies  with  Pouches,  Wallets,  Bags,  empty 

Stockings,  and  Bccr-Canns,  brought  by  Watermen 

>vith  Porter,  which,  heretofore,  have  often  been  rc- 

tuined  full  of  Sugar. 

The  Duly  of     VI  •  While  the  Discharge  of  the  Ship  is  going  on, 

explained    it  Will  be  the  duty  of  you  and  your  Colleague,  ^wbo- 

^^J^'J^^^cver  can  write  best,)  to  attend. upon  deck,  andinseit 

the  Ship  if  an  account  of  all  the  Casks  and  Packages  which  aK 

put  into  the  Lighter,  (to  be  taken  from  the  Mates 

Book,  as  your  attention  will  or  ought  to  be  generally 

too  much  engaged  looking  after  the  Lumpers  and 

others,  to  attend  accurately  to  every  Package  yourscit) 

And  as  soon  as  such  Lighter  is  laden,  to  cast  upthfi 

whole  >Jumber,  as  taken  down  in  youy  Clicd^'^*^ 
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and  insert  the  same  m  the  printed,  weekly,  daily*  and 
Tide  or  Way  Bill,  which  last  gods  aloog  with  each 
Lighter  to  the  Qiiays.     You  will  receive  a  sufficient 
number  of  these  bills,  and  it^  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
Constable,  who  is  on  deck,  to  note  down  in  his  Check*  OnDeck, 
Book  the  liami  of  the  Lighter^  xhc  number  of  the  cashs^^ 
and  other  f  adages   on  hoards  ahd  .when  she  departed 
from  the  Ship,  and  to  what  Quay,  she  is  sent.  And, 
while  this  duty  is  executing  on  decky  the  other  Con-, 
stable  must  be  constantly'in  the  liold,  attending  t6  theia  iheHoM. 
unstowing  of  the  cargo,  and  keeping  a 'watchful  eye. 
on  the  Lumpersand  Coopers,  that  they  do  hot  wilfully 
break  casks  and  packages  for  the"  purpose  of  spilling 
Sugar t  Coffee^   Pimento^.  Gingir^  and  other  Articles^ 
with  a  view  to  plunder;  and,  upon  its  appearing  to 
you  that  they  are  carrying  such  .'evil  intentions  ihto  ^t  « 

execution,  (which  has  been  tod  often  the  case''her&« 
tofore,)  yon  will  apprife  the  Master-^Lum^r,  (^ha 
is  a  sworn  Ofljger  as  well  as  yoursdf,)  and  also  the 
Captain  or  cominanding  Officer  if'On  board,  that  af 
check  may  be  givdn  to  it ;  and  it  wirll  also  be  your 
duty  to  give  the  same' information  to  yoor  Sorveying- 
Officer  on  his  next' vifit.  .    ^ 

On  no  account  are  you  to  alldw^your  attention  to. 
be  taken  off  your  duty,  or  your  vigilance  to  be  sus^ 
pended  for  one  Aibment  by  performing  any  labour  oa 
board  the  Ship,  as  a  Lumper  or  iadicrwise»  on  pain  o( 
immediate  dismission  and  the  foi;fiiJture  of  all  wages 
due  at  thq  time;  and  at  app^dng  to  h;ive  beea^A 
practice  for  Lumpers  and  others  to  conceal'  bags  of 
Sugar  and  other  Articles  under*  the  fiallasti  when 
working  in  the  hold  with  a  view'tojeraove'it  after  the 
discharge  is  finished,  you  will  be  particularly  watchful 
to  prerent  this^  and  <o  examine  tbb  ^llast  sis  sooiii  «4. 

you 
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you  can  have  access  to  it  in  the  evening  after  the  work 
fer  the  day  is  finiiiied,  and  particularly  before  you 
quit  the  Shipt  alter  fihe  is  completely  discharged^  that 
the  plunder  so  found  may  be  restotcd  to  the  cargo. 
^^^    VIL     If,  in  the  courfe  of  your  discharge,  yoU 
pan  of  thi  difiCDvsr  any  perMin  stealings  or  having  in  his  pos- 
Kized  aod  sesflion,   any  Stigntr,  Av/nr,  Cofie^  Pimento^   Ginger, 
Ckoa^  Cotton,  or  any  other  Article  coiUpristtig  the 
Ship's  Cargo,  or  Materiab  or  Stores,  ycta  will  in<» 
stantiy,  by  virtne  of  (he  Authority  you  p6s5e8s«  ierze 
andayppehend  such  Ufilnder,  and  detain  him  aod  the- 
Ankles  stolen  in  safe  Custody  Until  your  Stiryeyer 
comes  on  bo»d^  or  rintti  yon  can  sen4,  notite  to  the 
Macine  Police^Ofike,  thitt  all  such  Oflbiidef  or  Of- 
fendeis  nay  be^eak  with  as  the  La^  directs* 
Laotemt  Id     VIIL    It  will  be  your  indispensable  Duty.^  soon 
d!r!oi'The  ^^^  Sun-«et  every  \Night»  lo  see  that  ivTo  Ldnterns 
Night.       g|«  Kghied  and  hung  up  in  tht  Main-Shrouds,  at  the 
Gangway,  and  their  to  rnnitn,  properly  lighisdy  untit 
DajF-break*    You  and  your  CoUeitg^f  or  Fartoefr 
KighuDttty  aM  to  watch  coietaifliy,  and  without  interGaifiSton»  and 
bictez.  *  to  relieve  one  another  every  Four  or  Six  Mours^  as 
piamed.     ^^^  ^  settled  betwccn  you;  and  you  arc,  on  no 
Account  to  accept  of  ibeoflbs  of  Revenue  Oflicerr  to 
watcb  i»  yoos  Stead,  as  when  soch  offer  is  inade# 
tiierer  are  stsong  leasons  to  sespect  k  is  with  no  geod 
I)esign.    Is  tfaia  roSanes  have  Watchmen,  on  farmer 
occasifons,  been  decehred,  Snd  amichf  Phmder  carried 
§n^    Besides,  it  wiE  be  your  duty  to  keep  in  mind^ 
that  the  Fdtee-Surveyor  of  your  Division  will  visit 
you  at  some  unceitain  hour  in  the  course  of  the  nig^r 
and  if  you  or  your  Pl^tner,  as  the  case  fnay  be,  are 
not  ot^  your  Poet  awdke  and  on  the  Leok-iMitv  you 
are  10  undersund^  duit^  by  such  misconduct  and  gross 

neglect 


neglect  of  duty,  you  will  forfeit  not  only  all  th«  WagesTheCoMc- 
iirbich  msf  be  due  at  the  ttme,  t>ut  you'  will  be  stig-Negtecc  of 
m^ttzed  as  yn worthy  of  tfao  truft  itspofled  in  you,  and  medute"'' 
you  wiU  be  stript  of  your  Deputaiion  as  a  Rivcr-^"""*^" 
OflScer,  and  iiKtantly  brought  on  shore  and  discharged        v 
with  Di^race- 

IX*    On  no  account  am  you  ^o  pemHt  Boats  toBoacf  not  ^ 
hang  upon  the  Bows,  Quarters,  or  along*  ade  of  thctoClgu^i^ 
Ship  in  which  you  ase  stationed,  without  complaining*^'  ^^'P* 
to  the  Captain  or  Chief  Officer  on  board  ;  and,  if  he 
will  nqt  reiaove  themf  you  will  note  the  same  down, 
for  the  information  of  the  Police-Surveyor  and  the 
Ma^rales;  and,  in  aU  such  cases,  you  and  your  , 
Colleague  may  justly  suspect  that  Boats  so  detained* 
are  kept  for  some  evil  design,  and  therefore  it  will  be 
your  indispeASabfe  Duty  to  watch  them  nanowly,  a^ 
to  seize  and  appfebfnd  all  Pcisons  carrying  away  any 
part  of  the  Cargo  in  a  Clandestine  Manner. 

X.     In  esMCuthg  this  and  every  other  Duty»  youciviUty  to 
will  conduct  yourself  with  aU  possible  civility  to  allMit^'^iSdr* 
persons,  and  'particularly  to  the  Captain,  Mate,  and^^^^s^^- 

*  commended 

Revenue-Officers,    and  gllow  neither  to  have    theoa  lU  occ«. 


least  cause  of  complaint  against  you  on  this  or  any 
other  account. 

XL    As  soon  as  a  Lighter  is  laden,  eitberyoo  ornte  Duty 
your  Colleague  must  attend  it  to  the  Quay,  carrying j[^^^J^**^ 
with  you  the  printed  Way-Bill  already  mentioned  ;^^'2^^*^ 
and,  on  your  arrival  at  the  Qyay,  you  will  call  outopiikincd. 
fcnr  the  Polioe*Guard,  and  deliver  the  Lighter  into  his     « 
Charge,  with  the  printed  Bill  of  the  Cargo,  and  take 
his  Reoeipt  on  your  Check-Book  for  the  same ;  and, 
when  so  done,  you  will  return  immediately  to  your 
Ship,  and  report  to  your  Survcying-OiEcor,  on  his 
next  Visit,  what  you  have  done.    And  as  it  has  here- 

tofoie 
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tofbre  happened,  that  Lightertneo  frequently  lost  the 

tide  on  purpose,  and  pretended  to  run  athwart  Hawse^ 

merely  to  havic  an  opportunity  of  plundering  theCargo^ 

and  of  conceaJiQg  it  in  the  For&*Sheets»  you  oiust  be 

of  Con^a.  extremely  vigilant  and  attentive  not  only  while  the 

J^tJrTrl!)    Lighter  is  lading,  to  sec  that  stolen  Bags  of  Coffee 

JjIjI'^^'J^^.^ Pimento,  Ging«r,  Cotton,  &c.   are  not.  hid  in  the 

P«u4ee  ro  Fore^Sheetf,  but  also  that  the  Lighterman  does  not 

the  Qoayi.  , 

lose  the  Tide,  but  use&  every  endiavour  to  get  up  as 
fast  as  possible ;  and  particularly  that  no  Person  is 
permitted  to  come  on  board  during  her  Passage  to  the 
Quays,  especially  in  the  Night;  and,  if  they  do,  be 
vratchfiil  of  their  Conduct,  as  such  visits  are  gene- 
rally for  some  mischievous  or  bad  purpose.    And. 
above  all,  be  carefiil  that  no  lighter  quits  the  Ship 
Kffpectiiw  ^"h°"*  having  sufficient  Tarpaulins  to  protect  the 
Tarpattiioi.  Cargo  from  Rain,    tf  this  should  ever  be  suffered,  it 
will  be  your  Duty  to  remonstrate  with  the  Captain  or 
Mate,  and  to  shew  them  your  instructions;  and  if. 
after  this,  no  Attention  is  paid  to  the  Safety  of  the 
Sugars,  you  will  immediately  send  Notice  to  the  Of- 
fice, or  report  it  to  your  Superior  Officer » 
Comtabfci      XII.     The  Authority  you  arc  invested  withi  as  a 
arms  in    River  Officer,  ought  to  ,be  sufficient,  if  discxeetly  used. 
dSinceXtto  enable  you  to  execute  your  Duty  with  effect ;  but,  in 
oot  other-  Q^^  ^f  Resistance,  you  arc  furnished  with  a  Cutlass, 
which,  however,  is  never  to  be  shewn  or  used  but  in 
your  Defence  ;   and  you  ought  to  recollect,  that  a 
prudent  OfEcer  has  seldom  occasion,  in  the  execution 
of  his  Duty,  in  seizing  or  apprehending  Offenders, 
to  have  recourse  to  any  thing  but  the  Authority  of  the 
Law,  manifested  by  shewing  and  exhibiting  his  Staff' 
cf  Office.    Arms,  therefore,  are  only  to  be  resorted 
to  in  the  last  extremity. 

XIIL 
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XIII.  It  being  the  Praaice  of  the  Ma^ftratcs  to^Jj]^ 
examine  all  Constables  very  strictly  and  minutely  separately 
after  the  Discharge  of  the  Ship  in  which  they  aregt^ratwf « 
stationed,  and  also  to  call  for  their  Check-Books,  itS'^^J^'j^'uT" 
will  be  creditable  to  you,   and  also  a  great  recom-'*o^"^y- 
mendation  to  ftiture  Employment,  if  this  Book  shall 
appear  to  be  distinctly  and  accurately  kept,  and  that 

you  shew  your  vigilance  by  noting  down  every  Parti- 
cular that  occurs,  and  also  every  insult  offered  you  by 
Reveitue-Officers  or  .  Mates,  which  will  always  be 
properly  noticed,  and  Redress  given,  provided  it  ap- 
pears that  such  Insult  was  not, provoked  by  any  im- 
proper conduct  on  your  part. 

XIV.  If  it  is  discovered  that  you  quit  your  post, 
'either  in  the  Ship  or  Lightert  while  property  is  under 
your  charge,  without  leavCf  or  before  another  officer 
'takes  your  station,  your  wages  will  be  forfeited,  and 
you  will  be  instantly  dismissed  the  ^rvice.  I  f  you  are 
moreover  discovered  to  be  asleep,  or  not  upon  Deck 
in  the  Lighter,  you  will  instantly  lose  your  situation. 

XV.  Lastly,  you   will   observe,  that,  in  order  toRulc«u- 
establish  a  just  Rule  whereby  those  Constables  onfuUP^yaod 
board  of  Ships,  which  are  quickly  discharged,  may  beconsi4M»* 
ifpon  an  equal  footing  with  others  who  remain  for  a 

great  length  of  time  doing  nothing,  that  it  has  been 
settled  by  the  Magistrates,  that  the  following*  Rule 
shall  take  place  in  future  relative  to  the  payments  of 
wages,  namely, 

U3"  That  full  pay,  or  51.  a  day,  shall  be  paid 
to  each  Constable  for  the  first  seven  days, 
and  afterwards  half-pay,  unless  on  those 
days  when  the  Vessel  shall  discharge  any 

part 
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|Mirt  of  htr  Cargo*  amoiimu^  to  a  Lifter- 
load.  And  wbeo  such  discharge  stops,  thea 
the  Constables  to  b«  again  reduced  lo  balf- 
payi  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  dischai]ge ; 
and  such  full  days  and  half  days  to  be  cer- 
tified by  the  visiting.  Police«Surveyor. — ^As 
soon  as  the  Ship  is  discharged  in  which  yon 
were  last  employed,  you  arc  to  consider  y our- 
aelf  as  out  of  the  service  of  the  Institution* 
until  again  called  iipon  and  employed  by 
the  Magist^tes. 


SUTPLSMBITTAL  IiraTRUCTIOKS. 

I  St.  In  all  cases  where  Felony  or  Larceny  shaU  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  place  on  board  of  any  Ship  or 
Lighters  under  your  particular  chaige>  the  M?^ 
gistratcs  reserve  a  power  of  declaring  your  Wages 
to  be  forfeitedi  in  caae  it  shall  appear  that  such 
Felony  or  Larceny  arose  from  any  want  of  vigi- 
lance on  your  part ;  and  you  will  moreover  be 
dismissed  the  Service,  and  struck  off  the  List  of 
Occasional  OfEcers. 

2d«  If  any*tbing  should  come  to  your  knowledge  re- 
lative to  any  trial-practice^  connivance»  or  impro- 
per conduct  on  the  part  of  any  Brother  Oflker, 
you  are  bound,  by  your  oath  of  office,  to  state  it 
inunediately  to  the  Magistrates,  tbal  the  same 
may  be  examined^  and  the  party  accused  acquitted 
cur  punished  accordii^  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 
If  it  shall  appear  that  you  omit  or  neglect  to  do 
your  duty  in  this  respect,  your  Wages  dueat  the 

•      time 


Mm  iii4IHbeibrfeitcd»  wd  fou  wiUte  dkitiksed 

3d.  If  any  OScer  shall,  after  the  solemn  da(h  he  has 
taken,  and  in  opposition  to  these  Instruct  ion  s, 
prove  *so  base  and  ihfamoiis  as  to  be  concerned 
l^i^tse^f  in  siealing  or  pilfering- any  part  of  the 
Car^o,  Provisions,  .or  Materials  of  the  Ship  he 
is  appointed  to  Guard,  however  small  or  trifling 
the  satpc  may  be  ;  or  shall,  by  aiding  and  abetting 
others,  suffer  such  felonious  practices  to  takeplace, 
or  shall  enter  into  an  agreement  "with  Revenue 
Officers,  Mates,  Lumpers,  Watermen  or  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  Plunder,  such  OtScer  shall » 
on  detection,  be  apprehended  a^  a  Felon,  and  pro* 
ceeded  against  with  the  ufmbst  flgOur  of  the 
Lawj  at  the  expence  of  the  InstUutioa. 


fh«  As  iht  l^hbk  siiccvBs  of  the  design  de{iends  on 
tile  {>imty  and  integiit}'  of  tbe  Officers  employedf 
4hd  ai6  it  is  die  iirm  detenmnation  of  the  Magi- 
4tiines'to  ftllow  no  act  of  ddinquency  to  escape 
Atit  notice,  tfnd  to  use  every  meanft  in  their 
pow^  todmectaiid'bring  to  light  every  evil  pkilc- 
%i<f«,  or  graiB'fieglect,  on  the  fart  of  the  OBioersr 
*  <Aiey  4!m^y«'  it  w  understood  that  4  f«wird  y^Ht 
bt  given,  Wheiever  Jtiir  and  proper  iiffoftnation 
is  given,  whioh-tihall  nltiouiidy  lead  to  cimvic^ 
lion.--'At  the  same  time  let  it  abo  be  undtmood» 
Adt  wberdvtsr  4iti  Officer  is  diflaoKMcd  10  ^have 
conducted  himself  mentoriouslyy  and  ^iA  ho-* 
nesfy  and  fidetity,  he  will  be  ranked  as<a  ftijif^ 
aUe  Offietr,  and  v^ill  fedsive  twff  piasMe  ^ai- 
tD«egeM»lt4imb  the  Ma^itiatei. 

•  U  u  N.  B.— 
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N.  B. — The  SuperktiHiling  Maguftmief  m  Ae  fl/- 
rival  of  ivtrj  Flat  9  has  been  in  the  constant 
habit  of  assembling  the  whole  of  the  Ship  Con- 
stables on  the  Registers  of  the  Institution  for  tht 
time  beings  and  of  giving  them  a  solemn  chaige, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  purity  of  conduct^ 
vigilance  and  attention  to  their  duty,  and  pni- 
deuce  and  discretion  in  the  execution  thereoCi 


it 


Instauctioks  to  Quay  Guards  in  the  Service  of  the 

Marine  PoUce  Institution. 

« 

You  are  ever  to  keep  in  yaur  recollection,  and  let  it  inaka 
a  deep  impression  on  your  mind,  that  you  have  taken  a  solemn 
oath,  on  the  Holy  EvahgeUsis  of  Almighty  God,  "  that  you  friU 

faithfully  discharge  your  duty  as  a  Guard  upon  the  QuaySf 

Wharfs,  and  Lighters,  on  which  you  shall  be  stationed,  in 
*^  the  Port  of  London,  for  the  protection  of  CammcrcW  Pro- 
**  perty,  during  the  time  you  shsdl  be  in  th^  immediate  semcc 
*«  of  the  Marine  Police  Institution,  for  the  purpose  oficJctcct- 
"  ing  Felonies,  Larcenies,  and  Misdemeanors,  which  may  be 
"  comoMtted  on  Goods  sknd  Merchandiset  in  Lighters  lyifig  ^^ 
"  or  jiear  the  said  Quays  or  Wharfe,  or  landed  from  the  same. 

"  And  you  further  promise  and  swear,  that  you  will  faith- 
"  fully  execute  the  orders  and  instructions  hereunto  aancxcd, 
**  and  all  other  orders  which  you  may  rec^re  from  the  Maff- 
•«  stratesat  the  Marine.  Police  Office,  or  the  Surveyors  ?ct  over 
«*  you. — ^That  you  will  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  W|8tcbiiJg 
««  the  conduct  of  all  persons  upon  the  Wbarft,  Quay*'^^ 
"  Lighters,  who  may  be  reasonably  suspected  of  ankiteflOOtt 


V- to  com0)iv  acts  of  pillage;  and  on  the  detection  of  fuch 

•*  Ofllenders,  immediately  to  secure  themi  and  hand  them  over» 

*<  with^the  property  stolen,  to  a  Constable  of  the  City  of 

**  Londony  or  some  Peace-officer,  having  legal  authority,  where 

'<  the  oflFeoce  is  comtnittedi  fot  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed 

"  V^fore  the:  Lord  Mayor*  or  other  M^istrate  having  jurisdic* 

**  tioQ>  to  b(^  dealt  with  according  to  Law. 
_  "And  yoM.finrther  swear  that  you  will  not,  directly  or  in- 

•*  directly,  receive  any  Money,   Goods,  or  Property  of  any 

**  kind,  for,  and  in  consideration  of  your  conniving  at  any 

**  crimitial  or  improper  design,-  or  suffer  the  sime  to  take 

**  place  in. consequence  of  any  promise  of  a  reward;  but  con^ 

•*  duct  yourself  with  the  strictest  fidelity  and  honesty  in  the 

«  disoharg^  of  all  the  duties  assigned  you, 

"So  help  you  GOD." 

*  • 

-  Artkkl . — ^You  will  have  a  particular  station  assigned  you  by 
the  Superintending.  Surveyor  of  the  Quays,  which  station  yoa 
are  not  to  quit,  on  pain  of  immediate  dismission,  until  you  are 
regularly  relieved. 

AfticU  IL — As  often  as  a  Marine  Police  Constable  accom* 
panies  Lighters  with  Goods,  making  a  part  of  the  Cargoes  of 
Ships  protected  by  this  Institution,  you  will  receive  the  Lighter 
Bill  or  Bills  from  such  Constable,  and  note  down  in  your  Check- 
Book  the  day  and  hour  when  the  said  Lighter  or  Lighters  ar- 
rived, making  also  a  similar  memorandum  in  the  Constable'^ 
Book,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  return  immediately  to  his  Ship, 
and  then  all  such  Lighters  must  be  the  object  of  your  immediate 
attention,  particularly  in  the  night-time,  so  as  eflfectually  to 
prevent  idle  and  suspicious  persons  from  going  on  board  on 
pretence  of  scraping  the  ca&s,  (which  must  on  no  account  be 
suflfered,)  or  with  a  view  to  obtain  plunder. — ^And  that  such 
Lighters  may  be  sufficiently  protected  against  depredation,  it  is 

u  u  a  expected 
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•xpected  from  you,  that  you  ^rll  station  ydui^lf  on  the  bat- 
sFde  Craft,  or  in  such  a  situation  a^  shall  enable  you  (fidnctly 
490  see  the  whole  fhat  are  conmutfted  to  your  particular  charge. 

» 

Ariitle  III. — In  all  cases  tvhere  Lighten  'are  accompuneil 
by  Marine  Police  Constables  without  proper  Tarpaulin^,  yoo'D 
immediately  report  thisnegkctfo  the  Superintendii^Suiyeyor, 
that  measures  ntoy  be  taken,  in  ctfse  of  neetf,  to  prottxt'thi 
Cflrgo  against  the  weather* 

* 

Aritde  I V.^— Wherever  you  perceive  idfe  and  dtssohitt  cha- 
racters lounging  tipon  the  Quays,  such  as  long-apron-men,  and 
others,  who  gathct  in  crouds,  for  the  pur^pose  of  o«atfii%  (^il- 
fusion,  with  a  view  to  obtain  Phinder,  youMl  use  your  'iMis:^ 
exertions  to  drive  them  av^y,  so  as  to  keep  the  Q^s  as  clear 
as  possible,  and  thereby  enable  the  real  labourers  to  any  on 
ffabir  business  with  the  .greater  facility,  and  to  prevent  all  sus- 
picious charactars  from  having  an  opportunity  toobtain  Pluader* 

Article  V. — ^When  any  pilfering  transaction  is  discovered 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  London,  you  will  seize 
the  delinquent,  and  hand  him  over  to  a  City  Officer,  with  the 
stolen  articles  found  in  his  possession,  fqr  the  purpose  of  teiflg 
carried  before  the  Lord  Mayor  or  Aldermen,  before  whomjou 
will  also  appear  at  the  proper  time  to^^e  evidence  of  the  of- 
fence committed ;  and  when  similar -offences  -axe  detected  in  the 
Counties  of  Middlesex  or  Surrey,  you  will,  in  like  maDna^ 
hand  over  the  offenders  to  the  Peace-Officers  of  the  District, 
to  ^e  carried  before  the  Justices  having  jurisdiction  in  thoip 
Counties,  before  whom  you  will  also  appear  to  give  evicted 

Arttcli  VL— You  are  to  take  especial  care  that  noirilf"! 
breakage  of  Casks  or  Packages  takes  place  on  the  Qua/*  ^ 

Wharfs,  with  an  apparent  view  to  obtain  pillage:  ^^^^ 

spiUii^ 


y^niiiBgn  pjf  Su^.  Cqffire*  or  othijr  Articles ;  and  when  you 
:sp^  fUl^h  p^tic«s  gpiqg  fprward,  you  will  instantly  apprise  the 
Wh^finget  of  tb9  saine^  tbat  means  may  be  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Article  Vll. — ^Whcn  lai^ge  quantities  of  Sugars,  or  other 
.QoodSft  9rQ  piUd  upojQL  the  Qy^^s  and  Wharfs  where  you  are 
5i2ttiojQK?da  you  wiU  be  doHbjy  diligent  in  your  duty,  by  movioig 
consj^antly  K»md  them,  so  as  to  prevent  Persons  in  search  ot 
Pluod^r  boax  having  tio^e  to  carry  their  evil  designs  into  eOect. 

ArtifkyWl. — When  visited  and  hailed  in  the  night  by  the 
^police  Surveyors  on  the  River,  you  are  to  be  regular  in  answei:- 
ing  their  call. — Any  neglect  or  omission,  in  this  respect,  will 
be  CQp,strued  into  an  absepce  from  your  Post,  and  will  not  only 
occajsioo  a  forfeiture  of  your  Wages  then  due,  b|ut  will»  if 
actual  absence  is  proved*  occasion  your  immediate  dismission 
from  the  Service. 

Article  IX. — In  the  execution  of  your  duty,  you'll  con- 
duct yourself  with  the  utmost  civility  and  attention  tQ  tke 
JUimm  Oficsrs  a^d  Wi¥Ufingir49  and  alFofd  (9  fa^i^  ^very 
a^s^stapce.  i|i  yomr  power  w||\^n  f^fluiro^. 

Article  X.— You'll  make  a  rfrgblar  Report  of  every  occur- 
rence to  your  Surveyor;  who  i^  hereby  instructed  to  form  tke 
^me  into  a  General  Report,  fot  tli#  Inspectmti  of  the  Magi- 
strates. 

You  wiH  keep  yoursetve»  constantly  sober,  ahd  use  no  intent- 
perate  or  provoking  language  to  any  person,  and  be  particularly 
Wip(W  pevw.  t^.  shew  yqur  -^ims.  or  tq  use  them  o;i  any  oc- 
C9^Q!fu  I^ui  in  your  own  defence*  It  i$>  at  the  s^api^p  titpp*  e^f:- 
pp(:tefl  tha^l  yoi^  ye  to  be  firm*  v^I^nt,  and  ^Icrt  ip  thf;  e)^ec^- 
lion  of  yoiJi;:  4uty,  and  tp  m^  evqry  pryd^pt  end^vopi  tq  pi;p- 
^K  ^  property  md^  jwr  chaigf  f«ow  ff^ast4,  Ifb*^4ir,  yr 
injwfrfonf  i^d-»^Aad  when  auok  ii^acy  \%  austainod  by  caie- 
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lessness  or  inattention*  on  the  part  of  those  who  perform  the 
lalpour,  you'll  Report  their  Names  to  your  Surveyor,  for  the 
information  of  the  Committee  of  West  India  Merchants,  and 
th$  Magistrates* 

Lastly,  As  the  Superintending  Surveyor  of  the  Quays  is 
directed  to  make  regular  Reports  of  the  good  or  bad  conduct 
of  all  Persons  employed  as  Guards  upon  the  Qj^iays  in  the 

.  service  of  this  Institution ;  you  are  to  understand  that  every 
person  who  conducts  himself  meritoriously,  wjll  receive  pro- 
tection and  encouragement,  and  will  always  have  a  preference. 
The  good  services  of  such  men  will  be  registered  by  the  Ma- 
^stratest  while  those  who  are  found  to  be  inactive,  careless, 

.  and  inattentive  in  the  execution  of  these  instructions,  will  be 
discharged  to  make  room  for  others  who  are  more  deserving. 


Instructions  to  Watermen  in  the  Service  of  the  Ma- 
rine Police  Institution,  having  Deputations  under 
the  Authority  of  the  Act  of  2  Qeo.  IIL  Cap.  28- 

Having  taken  a  Solemn  Oath  to  be  faithful  to  the  Tnist 
feposed  in  you  as  a  Waterm^  under  the  controul  of  the  Magi^ 
trates  of  this  InsiitutioQ,  ^  su|>ject  to  be  dismissed  on  any  Act 
of  Misbehaviour ;  it  is  expected  that  you  will  keep  yourself  ^t 
fill  tiines  sober ;  and  that  you  will  be  regular  in  your  atteiubDce 
ppon  your  duty^  as  hereafter  e^plain^ 

I.  You  are  to  be  punctual  in  yo«r  attemlance  upon  youi 
Surveyor  at  the  precise  time  fixed  for  your  proceeding  upon  yo"^ 
Jliver  Duty ;  and  to  have  all  the  Materials  of  ttre  Boat  in  pro* 
per  order ;  and  when  your  Surveyor  vifits  any  Ship,  you  are  to 
remain  alongfide,  without  having  any  intercourfe  with  thcLu^' 
pers  or  others  on  board  \ — you  are  on  no  pietence  whatever!  '^ 
4pKrt  or  al^sent  yourself  from  your  said  Duty  on  pain  of  immedi^^ 

dismis»io»' 
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dismission  :  or  of  having  your  wages  due  from  the  preceding 
YfcelL,  either  mulked,  or  totally  forfeited,  at  the  direction  of 
the  MagistrateSi  accoirding  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

IL  In  the  execution  of  your  Duty,  you  are  to  conduct  your- 
self, at  all  times,  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  discretion. 
You  are  to  be  vigilant  and  attentive  in  detecting  unlawful  prac- 
tices on  the  River,  and  firm  and  active  in  the  apprehension  of 
offenders.  In  executing  this  or  any  other  duty,  no  insolent  or 
violent  expressions  are  to  be  used ;  nor  are  you  permitted  on 
any  pretence,  to  utter  profane  Oaths  or  Imprecations,  or  return 
any  bad  language  for  the  abuse  you  may  receive  upon  the  River. 
If  you  are  assaulted  or  obstructed  in  the  execution  of  your  Duty, 
on  lodging  a  Complaint  before  the  Magistrates,  the  law  will  af- 
ford you  a  ready  remedy.  At  no  time  are  you  to  make  use  of 
arms  but  in  self-defence,  and  never  until  you  are  attaoked,  and 
have  no  other  means  of  securing  yourself  against  danger. 

III.  On  all  occasions  Where  you  know  or  receive  infornna- 
tion  of  any  illegal  or  felonious  act,  either  actually  committed, 
or  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect  upon,  the  River  Thames, 
you  are  to  give  notice  of  the  same  imtpediately  to  your  Sur- 
veyor, or  in  his  absence  to  the  House  Surveyor  or  the  Magis- 
trates. 

IV.  You  are  to  consider  your  powers  and  duty  to  be  con* 
fined  wholly  to  offences  committed  on  the  Ri^er  ^  (always  under 
thediredion  of  your  Surveyor:}  This,  however,  is  not  ^to  pre- 
clude you,  when  fo  direAed,  from  following  Offenders  deteaed 
on  the  water,  and  even  to  apprehend  them  after  they  land  if  not 
practicable  before ;  but  in  no  other  case  are  you  to  interefere* 

•  ■ 

V.  You  are  hereby  directed  to  be  particularly  careful  of  the 
boat  in  which  you  are  employed  as  a  rower,  and  to  see  that 
such  boat  is  never  placed  in  a  situation  to  receive  injury.  It  is 
also  your  duty  to  pay  due  obedience  to  the  orders  of  your  Sur<^ 
ye^OTj  ;i^d  to  secure  the  Oars,  Beat-hook,  Tilt,  and  all  other 

articles* 
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WtioSir  l|iat  aoihing  may  be  atolpii  ot  earcitct  away; :  iM  19 
bs'paitictiiwl]^  caffiful  dutt  youc  aflD»s  «c  l(epl  diwnv  and  9t  «U 
times  in  good  oider»  oft  paift  of  bdog  mulked  wJMa  mwbainis 
aie  inspected  and  found  rusty  or  unserviceable. 

VI.  Each  of ,  you  being  rurnished  unth  a  ^jreat  coat  2^  the 
expence  of  the  Institution ;  you  are  to  be  anssrerabib  for  it, 
as  well  as  for  your  arms,  if  from  any  act  of  oarefessness^  or  in- 
attention they  are  lost  or  stolon. 

Lastly — As  the  Surveyors  are  instructed  to  make  reguTat  re- 
ports of  the  good  or  bad  conduct  of  Watermen  in  tKe  service  of 
this  fnstitutioni  it  is  to  be  understood  that  while  those  who 
conduct  themselves  mentoriously,  will  receive  proteceioiv  ani 
encouragement  from  the  Magistrates,  who  wiH  order  tlidr  ser- 
vices to  be  registered;  on  the  contrary >  such  Watermen  as 
are  careless  and  inattentive  in  the  execution  of  theif  duty,  or 
whQ  act  contrary  to  these  instructions,  v^ill  be.discbai^ed  to 
make  room  foe  others  more  deserving. 


sss 


Iksteucxiqk9  to  Maator  Luinpers  xiuho  etiUr  info 
SHg0gem0nts  tQr  diuharge  Ships  titukr  the  Ctigmsufnci^ 
^  the  Marine  Pbli^e  ImMurioru 

Havmiq-  tak^  a*  solemn  Oalh.  to.  be  faldiful  tA  the  tt\^ 

« 

repofifid  in.yjW  as  Foceoiao.  of  the  Jlumpcica  you  m- 
pipy,  to  discharge  the  respective  Ships  assigned  you  uncfer  diis 
institution,— Having  also  solemnly  proniised  and-  sworn  that 
yoif.  will  not  connive  at  any  plundert  or  be  concerned  youiself 
in  any  evil  practice  ;  but  that  you  wiH  not  only-  restrain  the 
jpersot)^  upder  yoiir  controuh  from  actr  of  pifltigp  and-  wilA)^ 


Trffi^K?gy  qC  QajJ(.$  and  packages  ;  t|ut  that  with  a  vif  w  to  detec^ 
tuin»  yov.  wiU  tcgiilaily  search  or  assist  vi  searchhia^aH  Lumpers 
on  their  leaving  the  ship  in  which  they  are  employed.  Having 
further  promised  and  sworn  to  obey  the  Orders  and  Instructrons 
qf  th.e  Magij$tr3te$  wit'h  a  view  to  the  preveption  of  all  abuses 
i^  thedi3ehaxge  of  the  ships  and  vessels  assigned  you.  In  com- 
plyiAg  Vitb.  thfi^  solemn  engagements  you  are  carefully  and 
{uuKtMally  to  attend  to  the  following 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

I*  You  ajcq  to  comply  strictly  with  the  Conditions  ex-* 
IJiaiaed  lA  th^  primed  Rules,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Ship-mas- 
ter aiui  yourself,  on  your  first  undertaking  the  discharge.  You 
are  to  select  the  best  men  that  can  be  found,  both  as  Holders 
suid  Deckcps^  rejecting  all  who  arc  kno^Afn  to  be  notorious  bad 
(Juuacters.  You  are  to  stipulate  with  each  Lumper  you  eca.^ 
ploy«  that  he  shall  carry  with  him  his  boeakfast  and  dioner  oa 
l)aard»  and  sihall  not  be  permittfd«  oo  any  pretence^  to  leave 
the  ship  until  the  work  for  the  day  is  finished,  that  every  ex^ 
ertion  shall  be  used  to  promote  dispatch  in  discharging  the 
q)iip>.  9nd  in  preventing  die  vilfisl  breakage  oC  Ca^ks.  where- 
^  Sugar,  Coffee*  oc  other  articlos  ouy  be  spilled  or  wasted^ 

II.  You  will  be  qareful  that  the  Lumpers  you  employ  shall 
have  no  apparel  with  large  pouches  or  pockets,  calculated  to 
Q2DQsd.  plunder ;  nor  any  $mall  pumps  known  by  the  natne 
of  Ji^^^U  Bladders  with  NoTdi^  pouches*  bag^p  socksi^  or  ves- 
sels of  any  kind,  whereby  pUinder  may  be  obtained,  concealed,^ 
and  Qony^ed  away-  If  such  articles  are  found,  it  will  be  your 
4utjr.  to.  detain  the  same,  and  convey  information  immediately 
tQ  ^e  M^strates,  and  in  the  mean  time*to  give  qharge  of  tbt 
QfodeT.  or  Oiendcrs  to  the  Shl^  Condables. 

ni.  It  is  understood  that  during  the  six  montfks  firom  Lady* 
Day  to  Miphaetmas,  yeu  are  to  begin  working  at  Six  o'Clodi 
fo  the  Morning,  and  not  to  leare  off  until  Six  in  rtie  Evening^; 

And 
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And  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-Day,  to  commence  woA  at 
Sun*nse»  and  to  suspend  it  at  Sun-set :  Your  men  to  be  al- 
lowed  half  an  hour  to  Breakfast,  and  one  hour  to  Dinner. 

IV.  The  first  labour  t©  be  performed  when  Lumpers  go  on 
board  of  any  ship  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  Cargo,  is 
to  unbend  the  sails  get  down  die  top-gallant  masts  and  yaids— 
to  strike  yards  and  top-masts^to  unreeve  the  running  rigging 
—put  out  boats  and  sails — to  build  up  a  stage  for  cables  if  re- 
quired— ^and  then  to  proceed  in  the  discharge.  When  finished, 
the  ship  to  be  washed  completely,  and  left  in  every  re^KCt  in 
good  condition,  and  the  fire-wood  to  be  piled  if  riequiicd  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  on  board. 

V.  In  cases  where  Rum  makes  a  part  of  the  Cargo,  the 
Puncheons  and  Hogsheads  in  which  it  is  contained,  arc  to  be 
struck  down  and  placed  in  a  proper  situation  to  admit  of  being 
sampled,  or  if  necessary,  to  be  hoisted  upon  deck,  to  make  room 
for  the  discharge  of  Sugars,  and  other  Merchandise. 

VI.  During  the  discharge  of  any  ship  by  means  of  Lumpers 
under  your  controul,  it  will  become  your  duty  to  be  present  at 
all  times,  or  to  depute  a  trusty  Person  during  your  occasional 
absence,  for  whom  you  are  to  be  responsible. 

VII.  As  a  Master  Lumper  acting  under  the  cognizance 
of  this  Institution,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  you  are  to 
be  subject  to  the  occasional  visits  of  the  Police  Sun^eyors, 
who  are  to  inspect  your  conduct,  and  repcMrt  regularly  what- 
ever appears  to  them  to  be  amiss,  to  the  Superintendant,  to 
whom  is  committed  the  management  of  the  Lumping  De- 
partment ;  whose  duty  it  is  to  convey  to  the  Magistrates  all 
information  he  may  receive  tending  .to  any  infringement  of 
your  agreement,  or  any  neglect  of  duty,  who  upon  due  inves* 
tigation  of  the  case^  will  make  such  ojder$  as  shall  appear  to 

tb^m  to  be  proper* 

And 
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» 
And  if  it  shall  be  found  that  you  act  in  any  respect  unworthy 

of  the  trust  reposed  in  you,  you  will  be  dismissed  from  the 

employment. 

Lastly^  The  Soperintendant  of  Lumpers  for  the  time  being» 
is  inttnicted  to  make  regular  Reports  of  the  good  or  bad  con* 
duct  of  Master  Lumpers  in  the  service  of  this  Institution.  It 
is  to  be  understood,  that  all  who  conduct  themselves  meritorous* 
ly,  will  receive  protection  and  encouragement  from  the  Magis- 
trates, who  will  order  their  services  to  be  placed  upon  a  register 
to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  in  the  Office  for  Lumpers. 

On  the  contrary,  such  Master  Lumpers  as  shall  appeair 
careless  or  inattentive,  or  shall  act  corruptly  or  contrary  to  the 
Instructions  herein  contained,  will  be  immediafely  discharged 
to  make  room  for  others  who  are  more  deserving. 
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General  Observations  on  the  whole  of  the  precede 
ing  Instructions^  to  the  Officers  of  the  Marine  Police 
Institution* 

On  considering  these  Instructions,  as  they  apply  to  the 
various  classes  of  Officers  employed  in  the  different  Depart- 
ments of  the  Institution,  the  Reader  will  observe  how  much 
anxiety'  b  discovered,  not  only  to  ensure  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion in  the  execution  of  their  Duty,  but  also  to  giiafd  them 
against  impurity  and  improper  conduct.    > 

To  attain  this  object,  not  only  have  thefe  Instructions 
been  promulgated  at  different  times,  as  experience  suggested 
new  objects  requiring  the  attention  of  Magistrates ;  but  they 
have  been  unceasingly  accompaniedi  and  enforced  by  the  strong- 
est injtmctions,  as  often  as  Occasions  oeci^iedf  where  such  in- 
junctions became  necessary* 

Yet, 
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Yctf  up^der  circumstances  whq^e.  mpo  wup  sucMesly  col- 
lected tqgetlxcry.  anfd  wii(&re.  such  a.  iOM}tiH<dc  v^re  to  be  cm- 
ployed  almost  at  the  same  moment^  the  best  eflforts  of  thosp 
who  conducted  this  important  design  could  not  ensure  an 
uniicersal  puxity  of  condoct.  To  expect  tlu^  nitQuHl  be  tp  look 
for  nion  tbaa  belongs  to  hun)M  nature* — ^Sucb  however;^ 
the  e^ct  of  the  va^ipvi^  p^ecai^itipos  whiclji  we^e  used»  that  the 
Instances  of  impure  conduct  h^ve  bcect  very  few  indeed ;  ai^l 
,i»'bcjDe  pjpoofk  have  beea  9ddM<=cd,  the  examples  harp  beeo 
(xompt  and  severe. 

As  the  system  has  nuturod*  the  charactecs  oC  men  have  bas^ 
developed.  Poubtful  a^id  ine£pieot  Offv^ecs  bajtrc  beea  dis- 
char^ed»  and  tho^  only  retajned  a^gs^^Jt  whoai  no  w<jU  SMitt^ec^ 
ticatc^fl  charge  h^s  been  prefez^eci — ^Little  doubt  is  therdjiwe  to 
be  entertained,  that  by  degrees  such  a  selection  will  he  pr^ct^ 
cable*  as  will  secure  a  faithful  and  honest  discharge  of  the 
trusts  reposed  in  the  various  Officers  employed ;  because  no 
system  heretofore  devised  admits  of  an  equal  accuracy  of  in- 
vestigation, combined  with  the  same  power  to  overawe  and  to 
funifb* 

l>e.irilDlt  of  thefe  Ii;ii$ticucttoi;u  hs^ve  beea  coQuauaiatdi 
and  the  nature  of  this  part  of  the  system  detailed  9X  gieater 
length  than  might  otherwise  seem  necessary,  from  a  hope  diat 
the  ififiM^matioBt  which  it  convcyi,  mighi  bf  usafol  to  ether 
Sftat  Cofomeicial  Porj^.  |t  ki  fvi4tat»  indftc^  from  the  y 
gJUcaticMiks  whicb  baye  l^n  nmd»  to  i)it  Attth^r,  for  i^fotm- 
ttcin,  fioQk  Ux^qpool  wi  JfinMn  (wkr(t  mtm  iVif  #r<  §^ 
klUb^  Hlfrett  aa  icon^  9Am  ^^  wb«f^  CoQiixiKrcial  Pro- 
perty passes  in  transit,  ihal  «)an|f(ia4  w^  uwi^  lhi9  s^n^  wbfft' 
$V4K  siwk^  l^iTf^tatiQiis  tvM :  89d  tlvrt  a^  P^lioe,.  aiydlicable  to 
ttie  ebjuct  of  m^ainiag  jh»  fPvotvijA  4&spQS(tiotps,  and  the  di- 
yiived  ipo(«lf  of  xw^J  o(  tba  kiwf r  c)aM|i  of  Nai^^isal  Ur 
bwr«rs,  s^ePM.  equally  MtfLmmPH  Ibe  ibr  pnotecfiim  of  Cosi* 
nmi^t  ff^i^iiyi  a»A  tlMrSioiDty  a(  Iht  Bevtmie^  wfaertvir 
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ihercliandlSe,  io  a  gr^t  extent,  is  in  the  cdurse  of  bdifig  dthbt 
Mbn^discHsrged. 

ItispainftfitotheVeeli'ngs  of  a  benevol^nft  tnitld,  to  witite^ 
to  many  'instances  of  this  specifcs  of  turpitnde ;  blit  as  'the  ob- 
j^t  of  tlt^  Author,  'in  aH  that  hais'been  recorded  or  isit^^tti  iii 
ftts  Work,  is  to^t  a  period  to  the  evil,  by  mild  Stnd  tenfent 
inesistircs  t>f  prevention,  it  mast  proVc  in  efftct  2i  nckl  act  bf 
htifnanity  «d  those  Who  liave  becfn  already  contaminated,  sfhS 
^ho,  by  the  means  now  suggested,  shall  be  restrained  from  i 
?^petWon  of  "ritnifar  offences,  which  might  ultimately  TeadTd 
Severe  punishriierits,  to  the  mm  'of  thefitiselves  and  'their  inn*, 
cent  ofl5prhig.-*-tlorfe  it  to  be  Considered  as  less  prddtirtive  erf 
good  to  those  hitherto  tintainted,  who,  but  for  stieh  an  In^tttu- 
tito,  ffli^t  hsn^e  hctti  unguardedly  sedtjced  froih  xHt  paths  bf 
Ifcftiest  indu^,  into  a'&itaation  equaRy  deplorable  ^nd  cahrtrtit* 
Vhs. 


No.  VII. 

Marine  Police  Estahlishment^  No.  25Q,  Wapping  iVJrw?- 
Stairs y  under  the  sdncthn  of  Govenrnient,  and  at 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  .^ 


A  CAUTION. 


-For  tlie  e^cjWiss  Tptir|>ote  of  ^escutog  the  Pbrt  6f  I;onlicli 
••ftom  the  great  injury  and  disgrace  tvhich  has  ariiseh  from  the 
<eii»rmoiisJPiiiageaad  Plunder  which  has  heretdfore  |>fevaIhA 
'on  bdard  of  WtsNltidfa  aftd'oflicr  Ships,  and  m  Lights  «*- 
•tt^iflg  Cargoes  on^hbrep^aslrcli'as'updn  Lcjgil  iQuays  nHittte 

Goods 
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Goods  are  landed,  a  Marim  PoUce-Office  has  been  establcdiedf 
to  which  are  attached  above  Six  Hundred  Lumpers  for  working 
out  Ships,  and  also  Two  Hundred  Constables*  armed  with  the 
authority  of  the  Law  to  act  as  Guards  and  Watchmen  on  board 
of  each  Ship  under  discbarge,  toget|ier  with  a  proper  munber  of 
Boats  commanded  by  Police- Surveyors  and  navigated  by  Officers 
of  Justice,  with  power  to  search,  seize,  and  apprehend  all  per- 
sons whatsoever  suspected  of  taking,  or  having  in  their  posses- 
sion. Sugar,  Rum,  Coflfee,  Cotton,  Ginger,  Pimento,  Indigo, 
pr  any  article  whatsoever,  composing  the  CaigOy  Stores,  or 
Materials,  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel  in  the  River  Thames,  and  to 
bring  all  Offenders  to  Justice  without  respect  of  persons* 

It  is  therefore  hoped  that  this  early  caution  will  prevent  eveiy 
description  of  persons  either  working^or  acting  in  any  capacity 
on  board  of  Ships  under  dischaige»-and  all  persons  whatsoever 
from  making  free  even  with  the  smallest  quantity  of  Sugar  or 
other  articles,  as,  in  case  of  detection,  (which  will  be  certain^) 
nothing  can  prevent  the  ignominy  of  a  Prosecution  for  Felooyi 
and  the  ultimate  punifliment  in  case  of  conviction* 


No.  VIII. 


Summary  viiw  of  a  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevrn^ 
tion  of  depredations  on  the  River  Thaines. 

EXPLANATORY   INTRODUCTION. 

The  Bumboat  Act,'2  Geo.  III.  cap.  28,  was  passed  in 
1762:— -Nothing  was  done  under  it  for  about  fourteen  years* 
The  present  temporary  Marine  Police  Office  had  no  cJihef 
special  ground  for  its  proceedings  than  that  act,  which,  though 
conducive  to  its  object  as  far  as  it  goes,  has  been  shewn  by  a 

twelvemonth's  experience  to  be  &r  indeed  from  adequate* 

Wliat 
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\Vhftt  the  Act '  cratributesy  is  confined  to  penalties  and  legal 
powers.  The  Office  furnishes  civil  Guards,  ptoperly  equipped 
and  armed*  for  the  execution  of  those  powers.  The  expence 
of  these  Guards  being  defrayed  by  a  single  branch  of  the  Trade, 
(viz*  die  Westrlndia,)  out  of  twenty-eight  and  more  that  may 
be  distinguished,  the  immediate  effects  of  the  protection  afforded 
by  them,  have  of  course  been  confined  to  that  single  branch  of 
Trade. 

To.$ut>stitute,  to  this  scanty  and  occasional  detachment,  a 
more  permaaent  as  well  as  stronger  force,  commensurate,  in 
point  of  numbers  as  well  as  funds,  to  the  extent  of  the  demand 
as  furnished  by  t)ie  whple  Trade,  (not  to  speak  of  his  Majesty's 
floating  property,)  is  one  main  object  of  this  Bill :— to  give  the 
requisite  extension  of  those  penalties  and  those  powers,  is  tlie 
other.'  From  what  has  been  done  by  the  one,  with  such  in- 
adequate means,  as  well  as  under  numerous  disadvantages,  what 
would  be  done  with  adequate  means,  legal  as  well  as  pecuniaiyt 
may  be  inferred. 

In  proportion  as  the  following  sketch  is  summary,  the  word- 
ing  could  not.  but  be  loose :  but  in  the  Bill  itself,  nothing  can 
exceed,  in  point  of  anxiety,  the  care  that  has  been  uken  for  the 
security  of  innocence,  and  /or  divesting  power  of  the  faculty  of 
abuse. 

If  explanations  of  the  grounds  of  the  Bill,  in  point  of  reason 
and  experience,  be  desired,  they  may  be  found,  in  a  degree  of 
detail  rather  beyond  what  is  most  customary^  in  the  preambles, 
by  which  several  of  the  Sections  are  introduced. 

PROVISIONS  OF   THE  BILL.  ^ 

I.  Geheral  Preambls.— Power  to  his  Majesty  to  esta- 
blish a.Police-^Oiiice,  at  or  near  Wapping  New-Stairs,  under 
the  name  of  the  Thames  Police-office.  Three  Justices,  (two 
of  them  to  sit  constantly,)  with  special  powers  herein-atter 
mentioned,  under  the  name  of  Special  Justices,   §  i.    Pro* 

2  visions 
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visiofts  6f  fli6  existing  Police^Aet,  3a  Geo.  IH.  c«p.  53.  ex- 
tehded,  as  fot  as  appfficablc,  to  flife  Office,  f  *«. 

II.  Power  to  SpecW  jG^k^  16  appoint',  sBSf*iid,«idd»- 
Wilss,  divert  ^s  of  CottSiablfe&,  ^z.  1.  Offitc  €6ft^%lrt  far 
Land-sen'ice,  &  in  the  cxfetitig  PeMce-tD<te»s.  4  3.  «. 
Bdat.Cdh^«b!es.  ftt  patroling  Ac  fctvcr  to^ltoiM*.  3-  ^p- 
Constables,  to  be  attached  to  Ships  during  the  unladii^  «fc. 
-<m  application  try  persons  trttctestefl.  4.  SutHfei^  ^♦^'h  the 
others  of  CcmstuMes,  for  inspeetlhg  n^  At^S^  ^  Wter 
Constables,  i^mver  10  the  Lwd  ^yor  an«  AfWe«*itt>.  is  aho 
to  the  Tnnity  House,  to  <»srtiJss  any  6f  these  <>WiiUfel«- 
5  3  artd  4. 

in.  <»0J- defraying  vA\  sadh'-eJ^wfc* *f  ^*«  fisAlis!"**' 

as  are  ever  afid  above  the  t^pm^  «f '»«  «h«-**ce-Ofito, 

fftie  Fund  ¥dr  thK  ^xirpose  ieiftg  <li«««ig«u*al  %  <Afc  iwk 

of  The  Office  Fund)  a  peculiar  Fund,  underAe««me*fI« 

Thames  Police 'Guard  F«w! ;  tt>4»e«»i«d  by  a^ttif.  homage 

©urics,  itfjpdseil  Oft  the  sevWal  «lass«  bfifcfs**  Wi«*wdrln 

•sfMidfifca'p^dportions,  adjusted  w  difc  semal.tkgrees-tif  ibeneft. 

«$  5. '9.  ro.  I'l .    Payrtie«  sec^flsd,  by  refaaJ  of Cleararieew 

ta  a  proper  Certificate  of  payment  be  produced.  §  14.    "«» 

tjiised.  not  to  exceed  io,o6ol.  pwanmici.  but  to  tfe  «di*.ble 

io  any  ivttottbt.  f^-    For  thte,  hnd  o»h<»r  4>"«P°^  "  •*!*' 

tJotnmissioners.  termed  Thfc  Thiwies.Policfc  F«ad  O*®"*^' 

to  be  chosen,  one  out  of  each  »f  about  twenty^ht  cUfts* 

Penons  contributing  .0  the  Fund.  §  5-  6.     Orgamzafon   t 

the  body  of  C«hmissioncr*-PrW«ion8  for  ensuring  the  at- 

tendance  of  different  numbers,  competent  to  *f«'^°»  P"^^ 

-Meetings,  General  and  Special.-Adjoumment5--a"*'^ 

wfficient-Chairmen-Casting  Votes.  §  7--Vat«»t  «f ' 

be  filled  up  by  the  Commissioners  themselves,  out  6f  theaas 

which  the  vacancy  takes  place,  i  8.    For  ^^^"^  ^^ 
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nkf  ht  called  •by .  tKe  Special  Justicc#«  §  '  3  •  Poweis 
fbr  appctimiUgSuboidbatesy  viz.  Colkctor,  Treasvirer,  Cashier, 
and  Auditors; 'the  Auditors  out  of  their  own  number^  and 
unpaid — Powers  to  Auditor?- for  examining  iipoh'Oath.  $  I2. 
-'^For.'iainifcst  unfitness,  a  Commissioner  may  be  suspended 
by  his  brethren ;  and,  on  their  represeotationj:  dismissed  by 
Kizig  in  Couqcil.  §  51.  .      ,  .     ..  ,.  ; 

'  IV,  Pfoviiions  for  securing  thfs.good  behaviour  .of  Working 
X«umpers«,(l^tiQurers  employed  in  the  lading  and  unlading  of 
Sbips»).andthj^ir  Masters.-^The  Master  Lumpers  not  to  act 
without  a  licence  granted  by  the- above  Comipi8sioner|s«  or  the 
Special  }U6iices.—-Licence  discretionary,  as  in  qase  of  Ale^ 
Hpusea.  §  i^P  Working  Lumpers,  not  .^without  being 
rcgistered«..§  i6.  Working  l,umpers, ..  .quitting  work, 
jHinishahle ,  a£i  other  labooiers  axe,  under  6  G^q.  IL  cap. 
■^5.  §  18*  .Pqwer  to  Cpmtnissioners  to  make  regulations 
Sot  the  Gov^oo^nt  of  Lumpers.  $  19*  Lumpers'  Con- 
txiicts,  M'ff^Tiq4sm^  ii^der  heads,  to  be  r^i^red  at  the 
OfEce^'fot  ihq.'pujipoBe  of  ascertaining  the  conditions  of  the 
eng^geoieitf , .  thi^y  ( picventing  disputes,  and  rendering  the 
parties  responsible  and  forth-coming.  §  2o.  Special  Justices 
to  be  furnished  with  the  names  and  abodes  of  the  Lumpers  em- 
fbyed  on  boaid  each  .Ship;  as  also  of  the  Coppei^s,  Water- 
men, and  Lightcroicii.  ^'21, 


>  •♦  >.' » 


.  V.  Power  to  Commissioners  for  making  certain  regulations 
xelativei  to.  apparel,  by  prohibiting  liabiliments.  contrifed  (as  at 
present}  for  secreting  plunder  ;  and  for  establishing  distinctions 
visible  at-. a  d43Uulce«  betwneen^peraons  having  butiness  on  the 
spot,  and  persons  not  having  business ;  and  between  persons 
in  authority,  and  persons  not  in  authority.  ^17. 


ri 


m 

.yi.  .Pr<|¥i$i0DS  specially  applied  to  Sbips.'-^hip^Constables 

-       :•  X  X  to 


t 
« 
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to  be  AationeS  by  tbe  Special  JusCice«l» 'mi' cyrlrfit  MroM^  ^ 
instirn^^  of  Ownfefr^  or  CohsigDcc^^  ^"^  ^  PerSD»  to  be 
charg^  for  as  a  WaichmHiy  wlia.hae  ndt  beta  .swoM  jb  na 
Ship*Cdn8taUe^*«-^n]r  fit  person  recomtnonded  .by  the  Ship's 
Hvsband,  shall  be  made  a  Sbip-Coi)9&bie.  §  48.  Pe^vcrs  to 
the.'above  Sucrcyors^  £nr;y3sbto|[  ShipSi*  directing  the  Ship* 
Constables,  and  inspecting  the  conduct  of  Luospcc^.  CooperSi 
&c.  §  24.  Ship-Masteis  to  keep  fastened  up  all  die  Avenues 
to  the  Mold,  but  one ;  arttl  that  too^  when  goods  are  noi  dis- 
charging* §  4^  Powers  td  t^  Sha{>-Mami«  and"  Msster- 
Luitiptrs  foT  i^aitFliing  Working  LifUfipers :  Nfosttfi^Luinpeii 
bounj  so  fo  did,  under  a  ^dnattyi  besides  lespobsitiiity  ftf 
-S|i^ii)c  ]os0«  §  65.  Po<vv«rt  to  Gommis^idneT'VM  tb^  tiasunct 
of  Owners  aAd  Cbnsign^s,  io  appoint  Ship'Jtns^ecMi  ^ 
saving  s^ll)^;  dralhMgsv  kc.  iiad  thereby  firei'ent&lg  trllM 
fr^^e.  §  3f .  '  C^nierar  ()ovims  Id  Cfi^milfistMdfSf'to  liiske  f^ 
gulations  -  rMM^  #  the  Af]^iifgi  Aizdfcdtllj^  lbndii%»  wtf^ 
itdbfring^  and  scfmplirig  good»)  fot^^epri^WHlCJIKli^^aste,  ic- 
^idcnt,'  and  de]pM?dai^i>.  P^v^^  M  KMg  ^M^Ctfqneii,  tttht 
tnitWcfe  tif  ^fse  Lord  Nfti^*  iAct  AMwawnj'Ad  TittswJ 
9^hl«  or  'ffie  B<»ai4  ef  Gtasfctffl^^:^ tyftatfl»  «>tb  ngghtfoni 


I' 


Vri. .  Pnyviai^na  s^cidlf  appKe^i  cb  WkaMs*  Aid  Wst- 

houses,  in  respect  to  landing,  reoi^»ii^i>  sawyWrtg^ ibdf  P^^ 
to  the  Commissioners!  for  appointing  Wharf  Inspectors,  with 
ihe  pbw9^  o£  Qonsttblea ;  alto  at  ti»^  wmmidt(d(  Onikrs  an' 
Cdii;di^nobs;..WatehxiDfik  li^cidrsL  f  3b,.  S|«ght  peoakr, 
indiciabblby  susnhiafjt  pit)takioe3i  ^for  injorif^-^paoiMg^s^  ^^ 
Mftiag  <0Dr  iibeii'.«ofiteni5^(i:it'.the>jpiapt}sef  o£i>p»o6iiilg  by  A^ 
^i^iie.:^a9;    •  '    •••'  * 

VIII.  Provision^  authorizing  slight  penalties,  inflictableby 

sufftfnary  pfpdtidtn^  ori  <;irt2aiAasmiKiafl  eviddMWy^'lMiil  iy<^^ 

examination 
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WKOHMtipn  of  the  Mmti^m,  ha  uodtr  the  BburiboM  Acty  mi 
£«9kiHMet9(  Act)  wbeiiBf  on  ff^gpslv  ptooTk  it  woiiM  be  Felony  { 
t^:{of  atf$chii^  upon  like  prdctiee  eif  depmbtkm»  in.ttich 
stages  of  jkU  profftss^  ti  aire  previous)  or  subse(}iitot  to.  fh« 
.felonious  act. — Misdemeanor  to  have  concealed  instruments  for 
4f^ing  bff  liqiiQiif.  f.31.  "Mra^eni^anor'to  tHfovr  goods 
oteibdard  (o  jntwnt  disccntry  t^-swheii  it  is  froni  a  fiesta  Pbmr 
linr  ajlprehcBding  tte  Ctenr.  ^34. 
-.'..'  '  •  .'     •' 

. . .  IX.  PaiMis  ^f  SfMrchi  Seiwilft,  afi4  Anesr>  es^fh^iiable  od 
;VieWf  Oil  sv^cipii  of  Petty/ TbfiCu  cofwnh^  JriShip^ 
Lighters,  Boats,  &c.  Landing  Places,  and  Warehbuitoi*  Ths 
ofence  punishable,  as  a  misdemeanor,  with  a  slight  penalty,  as 

X.  Powers  of  Seatch,  &c*  on  Oath  of  Suspicion,  at  a 
fi^ifff^t  Reclbiver*lL  Thd  dSkuKt,  kt  dofaiik  of  a.itgular 
{^i0o&  puaifbabk  ,iti  a  mtfldtttieaAtSir^^^The  Bmnboat  act 
MMvAti  10  4ii#  behalf.  §  33.  43.  EVmect  fbr  tiicihg  su*-* 
Ifect^  gM)d4  throgjgk  any.  rambblr  of  handi  ^^^noiher  aineAd>- 
.QKsnt.«yr  thflirBtiAkb«it  AsX't  §  jy.  Psnal^  fer  fahikHMg  fal^ 
iM»^  Pai^edd,  %o  cover  su^pecteol  goodsA  $.  j/k .  Hecdiv^^ 
J161  authorized  merblyt  but  boand,  {wtxicr  ia  iriight  penoky,}  to 
stop  persons  bringing  (ship)  goods  to  them,'  under  suspicioiis 
circumstances.  ^  38*  To. render  the  criminal  intercourse 
4fang»itii»  te  b«t4i  sMes,  indeimvity  to  Thieved,  con^ctingRe- 

XL  Provision  for  preventing  the  carrying  off  entire  Lighters 
with  their  Cargoes,  (a  frequent  ofience.) — Commissioners  may 
appoint  Tickets,  the  want  of  which  shall  be  a  ground  of 
suspicion,  warranting  Constables  to  search,  &c.  a  Lighter  na« 
vigatcd  at  suspicious  hours.  §  27. 

XI L  Special  provision  in  regard  to  Coals. — ^Misdemeanor  to 

carry 
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carry  oflT  Coals  from  Ship«v  tec.  otherwise  than  in  the  course 
of  Trade ;  or  to  sufi^r  them  to  be  carried  off.  (This,  besidei 
theft,  prevents  Coal-heavers  firofn  being  paid  in  Coals,  at  the 
expence'of  the  duty.)    Powersof  Arrest»  &c,  $16. 

XI I L  Provisions  for  pitfventiog  obstruction/  and  ensuring 
sssisfancc  to  the  execution  of  the  law  in  this  bdialf — ^Penalty 
for  suppression  of  evidence.:  or  other  obstruction*  Severe 
Penalty,  if  with  force.  §  44. — Penalties  for  destroying  or  in- 
juriiig  OfBce^bbats.  §  4^*  ^sons  jn  general  bound  toassist 
Constables,  not  on  command)  but,  in  case  of  nbed,-  widioot 
conunand*  $4^ 

XIV.  Penalties,  and  application  thereof.  §4x9.  Prooeduie 
summary ;  no  appeal,  nor  certiorari.  §  41. 

• 

XV. .  Further  amendments  of  the  Bumboat  Act. — Offences 
flgunst  that  Act  punishable  either  as  sudi,  or  as  against  this 
Act.  $  46.  Boats  which,  under  timt  Act,  aft;  destroyed,  may 
dthcr  be  destroyed;  or  soM,  or  icstosed,  00  terms.  §43' 
Misdemeanors,  which,  under  that  Aa,  are  oflirnces  transport- 
able for  Touiteen  Years,  deemed  felonies;— that  the  procedure 
may  be  propapc,^  in  idooies,  instead  of  dilatory,  as  in  mis- 
demeanors^  §  46, 

-  X  V I  •,  Formal  Clauscs4-^Londoh  Privileges  saved* — ^Limita- 
tion of  Actions. — ^General  Issue. — Treble  Costs; — ^This  a 
Public  Act.  §  51,  53. — Duration  limited  to  Three  Years. 
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Oeo.tII.19.  c.  48V  CuRofT><         -        -      •       -  •  9^  4cf. 

—  r.  74.  Grand  larccnjp  -  ^4*3 
*     21.  r.  39.  Smuggling             -             -  39'»  3 

24*  A  2-  ^*  4-7*  Cu(h>im  397.  405.  409.  411 

26.  r   14.  Coats  -  .       *  455 

s6.  r.  40.  Manifelt  Aft  •      ^       -         399"*-40^ 

•—f,  83.  Coals  -         '       "•  453 

—  €-  108.  Coals  •   -  •  454 

•    27.^.  13.  Cuftom  houfc  •  -  396*7 

28.  c,  34.  Boats  and  wherries  .  432 

t  —  f.  37.  Revenue  officers  -  -  41JJ 

— •  r.  51.  Thames  navigation  (^reftwanl)     477.  480, 

487,  8 

—  f.  53%  Coal  owners  -  -  447,  8 
32.  f.  50.  Cuftoms               -              •  394 

—  r.  53.  Police  A£b  *  -  275 

34.  r.  50.  Revenue  officers  .  -  412 

—  f.  65.  Watermen  -  .         426—431,5 

—  68.  Navy  .  -  534 

35.  c.  58.  Boats  and  wherries  -  S3i»  a 

35.  f.  106.  Thames  navigation  (weilward)       480 — 

482,7,9 

36.  c,  82.  Cuftoms  ^  •  396 
««-r.  no.  Ballaft                -                -  352 

38.  f.  Ivi.  Coals  -  •.  ..  452 
38*  r.  76.  Convoy  duties             -               -  21 

39.  f.  Ixix.  Wet  Dock  Aft         289 — 291—8.  318 — 

326.  362—380.  4^5—475 
Jifr'tca^  the  trade  t6  that  country  commenced  in  1563  4 

African  Ctmtpany  eftabliihed  in  1663  *  -  7 

African  trade ^  (and  Cape  of  Good  Hope)  amount  of  de- 
predations on,  2500!.  per  annum  *-         ir7>ii8 
Mkmry  (IHe  of)  vide  Guernfey. 
Amtricay  United  States  of;  plunder  on  the  trade  to  and 

from  -  .      .      •  •        119,  12* 

£{^imated  to  amount  to  io,oool.a  year         .  ""7 

Amefitan  Ship  Mafters,  their  approtntion  of  the  fiver  police      239 

Anchors  and  Cables  ftolen  frotn  mips,  inftances  of         -  151 

Auftrian  Flanders,  trade  to  and  from.     See  France* 

B. 

£/i^«>ftf^^,  the  ftatutes  rcfpefting  *  .  347 — 355 

MaRiage  duty  in  London  *■        ^         33^>  4S9«  '>>  4^^>  "* 

Barges^  fee  Craft. 

Beacons y  fee  Ir'nity-Hovfe. 

Jflack/h-ap,'}Migs  died  black  to  conceal  plunder  .  59 

Boats,' iec  Cri^jty  fVatermen^  fT/jernrs. 

Bcai.fieerers  in  the  Southern  Whale  Fifhery,  ^xemptecL 

from  being  imprclTcd  -  .  512 

Branny  30  (kins  full  drawn  from  one  Guero&j  fti£  135 

'  a  2  Bumhcats, 
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Page 

$$mip0Sf  regulated  hy,  flat.  z.  Geo.  3.V.  aS.  ij^k;.  144 

Tbefc  regulations  dated  ^  -  42, 6 

Their  em6ts  in  dicniniihing  Hawkers  *  47 

'  Only  1  ^;  licenfed  Buroboat  keepers  at  prefent        14. 47 

The  ^€t  very  inelEcactous  in  reftraming  plunder   47.  ana 

^/•84.}i^9 — 3^ I. aBo.  288.  355,6 
A  Chib  eftabltfted  to  defray  the  pcnaftica  of  the  A^    43 
The  authority  i^iven  to  the  Trinh}'  Corpora- 
tion under  this  A  A  «  -  "^       355i^ 

C. 

Canada,  trade  with,  proteftcd  b)'  the  River  Police        -  140 

Cfif^  TVrwj  of  plunder  for  fugar,  coffee,  rum,  &c        -  172 

Captains  of  Anierican  vjsflcls  have  been  known  to  connive 

,  aty  and  (hare  in  the  pillage  of  their  own  (hips  l2i 

(See  A/47/ri.) 
Ctfr//,  420  licenfed  in  London  -  -  •327 

Thcfc  licenfes  worth  about  lool.  •  i^ 

C^  at  Cbath^in,  foiue  fiiort  account  of  -  *  5'^ 

China  Ships,  fee  Eaft  Imlia  Tradt^ 
CoalJ^a'vnsy  fee  Ceal  TraJt* 
Ccals  and  Coal  Trade, 

Nearly  50,000  chaldrons expofed  to  plunder  all 

the  year  round  -  z'jyand  fie  page  iJ^f^lio 

This  trade  alfo  employs  more  flii])s  in  pumbcr 

than  the  foreign  trade  -  -  li* 

Requires  double  the  number  of  craft  necefTaiy 

Mir  the  whole  trade  of  the  river  befides         -  a; 

Above  90  colliers  frequently  difcharging  in  the 

Pool  at  the  fame  time     *    '  -  -  A 

1 1 70  coal  craft  lying  in  the Pbpl atonce  -  «^. 

Monthly  fupply  of  coals  for  .the  Metropolis  cal- 
culated at  6cm>oo  chaldron  .-  -  ''• 
2 196  barges  employed  in  the  coal  importation  '^« 
Num'oer  of  colliers  arrived  in  the  river  in  x  798        26,  /». 

(anJJee  table  paga  16, 17) 
Depredations  on  the  trade  detailed        .    -  14' f' 

The  audacious  concluft  of  Coal  heavers  .  14* 

Mailers  and  Mates  of  colliers  connive  at  pillage  14* 

The  cvil  cffedb  of  the  privilege  allowed  to  the 

Meter  -  -  -  143,  &  «• 

Average  coft  of  ^oqIs  per  dialdroa  -  ,..145 

Coal-heavers  earn  from  7s.  to  1 8s,  ^  day  -        144- 

About  800  in  employ  -  -  i^. 

Of  whom  600  ai'c  probably  delinquents         . .  |Sr 

The  impofition  pra^lifed  on  them  by  the  Coal- 

undertakers  •  -  -         144,6 

Suggefiionsfor  the  relief  of  Coal-heaver?  froqi 
ihefe'Impofitions,  and  a  detail  of  the  fiatute 
heretofore  made  for  tliat  purpofe        -  460—4^ 


INDEX. 
'      '  PA|^ 

Coali  and  Coal  Trade* 

Coal.mcrcKa'nts  fufFcr  very  feverrly  from 'the 

plunder  cf  coals  -  -  -  147 

Amount  of  deprtdations  on  this  trade eftimated 

at  2o,oool.  a  year  at  the  leaft  -  -         147 

The  grcgt  beneii't  arifiug  to  the  coal  trade  from 

thccftablilllment'oftheRiver  PolW  -  24a 

Abridged  digeff  of  the  ftatutes  iq  force  to  pre- 
vent the  unlawful  combination  of  Cod. 
owners  -  -  -  443 — 44? 

Ditto  of  the  ftatutes  made  for  regu^ting  the 

meafure  aiid  falc  of  coals  to  the  confumers     4  49 — 459 
Ccajiiug  Tradcy  particulars  of,  between  the  Port  of  Ldh- 
don  and  the  Port^  of  England  and  Wales 
(table)  •  -  -  11.  17 

Between  London  and  Scotland  (table)  H)  17 

Depredations  on  this  trade  •  -        137,141 

Eflimated  to  amount  to  20,oocl.  yearly  on  the 

corn  trade  alone  -  -  141 

The  advantages  refultin|;  to  this  trade  by  the 

eihblifhment  of  the  River  Police  •*  241 

(See  Coal  Tradc^  Ships,) 

Coffee^  the  quantky  plund^rred  enormous  -  •  60 

Commei'^e  of  the  river  Thames,  rife  and  progrefs  of,  cap.  hp.jic/Bf* 

Its  fuccefs  and  increafe  attributable  to  the  mea- 

fures  adopted  by  Government  during  the  war  56 

Con/irvanc^  of  the  river  Thames,  as  exercifed  by  the  Cor- 
poration of  London :  origin  of  this  jurifdic. 
tion,  and  its  total  inefficiency  301-— 303,  &c 

(See  London  Corporation.) 
Convey^  the  laws  relating  to  it  detailed  -  54^*^5$^ 

C0nv4fy  Duties^  the  means  of  afcertdining  the  true  value  of 

.    ImportH  and  Exports  -  *  -       .2t 

Cetpersy  (Journe)'men  J  their  mode  of  plundering  (hips  05 

Their  nnrr.ber  'about  400,  of  whom  300  are 

iuppol?d  to  be  delinquents  -  181 

The  conri'uit  between' the  former  and  pfefent 

fvftem  relative  to  employing  them  •  %i^ 

Cftponctty  a  fpecies  of  Receiverb  conneAtd  with  Revenue 

Onicers  -  •  -  193 

Copper^   depredations  on,  calculated  by  the  favings  in  • 

watching  one  fliip  -  -  87 

Cora,  fee  Grain. 
Crafty  number  in  aftual  fervice  In  the  Port  of  London  in 

1796  (table)  <'  •  -  15 

In  1797  and  1798  •     ,.  -  17 

In  the  rivers  Lea  gnd  Thames,  employed  5,nd 

ftationary  •  -  .  14 

Stf«  (Tabic)  -  -         xs»i7*ij 
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any  olTCoah  from  Shipcy  &c.  otherwise  than  in  the  coarse 
of  Trade  \  or  to  sufkr  them  to  be  carried  ofF.  (Tliis,  besidea 
theft»  pr^ents  ,Cpal-Heavers  fio|n  being  paid  inCoals,  at  die 
cxpencc'of  the  duty.)    Powers  of  Artest»  Jec.  §  16, 

XI I L  Provisions  for  pnfvent'iDg  obstnictioD/  and  ensuring 
sssisfance  to  the  execution  of  the  law  in  this  behalf— Penahj 
for  suppression  of  evidence*;  or  other  obstniaion.  Severe 
Penalty,  if  with  force.  §  44. — Penalties  for  destroying  or  in- 
jurifig  Ofisce^boats.  'f  45*  Pbrsons.in  geneiai  bound  to-assist 
jC6nitabk5»  not  on  command)  but,  in  case  of  iifeed/ wtthoot 
command.  §42* 

f 

XIV.  Penalties,  and  application  thereof.  §40.  Procedure 
summary ;  no  appeal*  nor  certiorari.  §  41. 

XV. .  Further  amendments  of  the  Butnboat  Act. — Oflencc^ 
agiinst  that  Act  punishable  either  as  such,  or  as  against  this 
Act.  §  46.  Boats  which,  under  tliat  Act,  af^  destrc^red,  may 
dthcr  be  d^strc^ed ;  or  soki,  or  restoied,  on  terms. '  §  43. 
Misdemcanofs,  which,  under  that  Aa,  are  offienceat  transport- 
able for  Touneen  Years,  deemed  felonies  ^^-^-tliat  the  procedure 
may  be  proppt,  ^s  in  ielooies,  instead  of  dilatory,  «as  in  mi»> 
demeanors^  §  46. 

•  X  y  I*.  Formal  Clauses««*-Loodoh  Privileges  sived- — ^Limtta- 
tion  of  Actions.— General  Issue.— Treble  Costs: — This  a 
Public  Act.  §  5^1,  53.^Duration  limited  to  Three  Years. 
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.    NtGHrr  PLUNDERERS 
M,  J^ATCATCHERS         *  '    ' 

''  '"      RECEIVERS 

REVENUE  OFFICERS 
RIVER  PIRATES 
.    SCUFFLE  HUNTBRS 
■  WAREHdUSES 

WATCHMEN 
.  WATERMEN. 

[For  the  amount  of  depredations  on  each  branch  of 
trade.  See  Eoft  India  Trade ^   Welt  India  Trade^  &c. 
&ci  in  this  liidcx— The  Tabic  in  page  154^';  and  ar-  *         '^ 
\\c\k%  Li'VAffo^^  Severn^  &c.] 
P^ks.    Set  Wft  Docks;  fTet  D$ci  j^ ;  mft'ImUm  Dock 

Company  • 
Dock'Mafttrsy  ID  he  aLfpointed  by  ihe  Weft  India  Dock 

Conipnny  *  -  "•      •  37 1 

Pock-yards^  rtota  in,  hKnw  piinifltai)1e  «-  jod 

.pnun-hogfbtads — fuch  as  have  fuffered  from  piundor  60 

E. 

Eafi  India  Company^  iird  chartered  A»  D.  I J99  •  ^ 

Its  furpi*izing'progrefr         '       •  •  •  .   liti 

Import,  to  the  value  oi^  Six  MiUiofii  and  it  half 
.    annually  •  ^  96 

Ea/t  India  Trade^  a  detinl  of  the  depredations  00         »        88»  97 

.Edi mated  to  amount  to  2^,oool.  a«*yc9Rr  90 

China  Ships,  plunder  at  B(ackwall  on  9$^  3^4 

>  The  benefits  confcrted  on  it  by  the  River  Police        239 

Eafiiand  Comtany^  chzrttrtd  A,  D,  J i^f  .        •      '  5 

Exci/e.     See  Cuftoms. 

Export  Trmdc^  ififlaoces  of  plunder  oa   .      .    «  xaj^  ^5^  4 


Finance  Committee — ^their  opinion  on  the  perplexed  ftate 

of  the  Laws  «>f  the  Cui^oms  -•  -     r  387 

Th^ir  opinjon  on  fees  paid  to  Revenue  Officers  405— -407 
Fire  in  Ships  and  Veflels,  penairirs  and  ptinifluneott  im- 

pioftd^  in  order  to  pirevenl  it    .        -     .  462>  6 

Regulatiops  under  the  Wet  DockA^  againft 

accidents  by 'fire  -  .  465 

Fiflh^itlAom  eaten  by  th^  poor  in  London  .  430 

The.  frauds  pradifed  In  order  to  keep  up  its 

price  *  ,  '        .  4^6*— 4^ 

Abi'idged  Digcft  of  the  Laws  refpeding  the  Im- 
portatiQn  and  Sale  of  Fi(h  in  the  Port  of 
'London  -  436«*44i.  and  ftc  504,  5 

Fijbcrics 
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Si^fria  (Southern  and  Northern  Whale),  depredations 

on,  eftimated  at  2,oool.  a-year  •        ix8»  ix) 

F^rei^ners  principally  carried  on  Trade  and  Navi^^tkm 

during  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  -  3  &  «. 

Franet  mmi  Auftrian  VetherUuds^  Trad^  to  and  frooit  de> 

predations  on,  eftimated  at  lOtOO^U  annually   ' 
Furs^  plundered  from  Quebec  Ships  -     '      • 

An  inftance  of  400).  plundered  in  this  article 
alone  from  one  Ship        .         •  •         i^« 

G. 

Gtum  Sbips^  tfapfe  ^ere  the  officers,  &c.  were  corrupted  61 

Canu^  iJghtermfn^  Watnmen^  OMers^  Uc,  See  thofe  titles. 
Qarhling%f\icek  in  London,  the  La»'8  refpefting.  -  331 

Gerwtfffy,  trade  vrith,  depredations  on,  -  12^,130 

(jflT,  inftance  4^  xoop  gallons  being  plundered  from  one 

lhip<      '         •"  .  -  1-  126 

Gbu  rcvemte  officers ;  general!}'  confift  of  illegal  lottery 

'    infvrance  clerks,  &c  -  •  173 

Their  manner  of  getting  into  a  fhip  in  order  to 

plunder-  -  •     *       -  -  174 «• 

Gnierally  plunder  from  each  fliip  to  the  amount 
•     of  fi*om^i5  to  20I.  *    •  r  174 

Gr4/«|  vaft  quantities  flolen  from  ihtps'and  lighters,     xsi}  8>  140 
Thirty  quarters  plundered  by  the  Mate,  &c.&c. 
from  one  vcHcl  from  Poland  -  -  131 

Cravefitui  Boatt^  regulated  by  the  RnTers  of  the  Water- 
men's Company  -  -  -        43} 
(h'ientneif  Ho/pital^  founded  apd  endowed  by  ftat.  7  &  8 

Will  111.  c.jn.  -  .  -       515 

Supported  by  a  pontrlbtnion  of  6d.  pec  month 

from  each  feaman,  &c.  in  the  Navy  •  ji6 

Gtenffifi  be.  Trade  to  and  from,  depcedatioos.oo,  eHi* 

mated  at  2,oool.  a-year  -  134,  5 

G$0fmxMl^j  not  more  than  25  lb.  tp  be  kept  on  board  anj 
ijiip  after  her  arf  ival  at,  or  below,  Blackwall 

346-,  4«4,  J 
Regulations  concerning  this  Article,  under  the 
Wet  Dock  Aft        *^      .  -  ,  ^j 

Guns^  not  to  be  kept  (hotted  in  ^ny  Ihips  (.except  his  Ma-* 
jelly's]  while  lying  between  London- bridge 
and  Blackwall  -  •  346, 463 

Nor  to  be  fired  during  <¥rtain  times  -  ii. 

Regulations  refpc^ing  guns  under  the  Wet 

&ockA^*  •  -         '      -     -  '465 

GnvfiHrf  Lord  ;  his  interell  in  the  mooring-chains  on  the 
River  Thames,  difpofed  of  under  the  Wet 
Dock  Aft  •  •  • ...        .    ^1 
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Hmmhurgh  Company^  firft  chartered  by  Hen.  iV.  in  1406  | 

Mamhuigb  Ship- mailers,  their  teflimpny  of  the  proteftiqa    - 

afforded  to  their  Trade  by  the  River  Police  949 

HarbcwT'^afters^  to  be  appointed  by  the  Corporation  gf 

London,  Under  the  Wet  Dock  A&  3x9,  356 

Harp9wers  in  the  Bouthern  Whale  Filjieryy  exempted 

.      from  being  imprefled  -  -  51a 

Harriott^ ]ohti^  £fq.  recommended  by  the  Merchants  and 
Planters  to  be  the  Refident  Magiftrate  at  the 
River  Police  QQce     .     .         -  ,   x6i  &  j^r, 

Hats^  fine,  mariufa6fured  by  Jews  fronci  /lolen  fiira  116 

Hanvkers.  See  Bumboatj, 

ficmfy  inftances  of  audacious  plunder  on  -  53 

Confiderable  quantities  recoy<!rcf]   ip  con&v 
quence  of  the  River  Police  Inftitution  940 

'Htavy-horftmen^     Sec  Day-ftutuHprcrs.  .   . 

Holland^   trade  with,    depredations  on,   eftlmated  at 

io,oool.  a-jear.  -  -  ;  xfS 

Jimjcs^  the  faving  of  their  labour  and  prOvifion  by  wa- 
ter-carriage -  -  -  497^8 

flmfekeepers  m  London,  a  claufe  in  the  Balla0  Ad, 
32  p.  IL  €.  x6.  important  to  be  obfcrved  t^ 
them  •  •  *  *  jjj 

Hiys.     See  C;v»//. 

Hudfw^i  Bey  Ctanfanj^  chajtered  by  par.  II.  in  i6^|  -  7 

Jafy^  (Ifle  of)  vice  Guernfey. 

^iggers^  fniall  pumps  tifed  for  the  purpofe  of  dealing  fpi- 

rirs  -  -  -  -  .fit 

/xff/r^inr^-rwhat  fcamen  exempted  from ;  fee  Scaaun — 
Man'uf  Society, 

Jreland^i^v^d^  \y\xh)f  depredation  on,   ef^imated  at 

5,oocl.  a-ycar  -  -  *  135,6 

Jfis  River^^hGt^  for  improving  the  navigation  of,  476—489 

juriftii^iom  over  the  River  Thames.  Sec  Thames ^  Lamdon, 

jt^Hces  rfthe  Peace :  [for  their  jurirdi<5lion  refpe^ting  of- 
fences on  the  jRiver,  fee  the  fcvcral  ftatutes 
quoted.] 

K. 

^Suf^Hii  jnrifdiclion  over  the  Rivpr  Thames  ^^r^l^^f 

L. 

Umti  Coal  Meters  Offices,  digefted  Abridgments  cf  the 

A^  eftabliihing  Uiem  •«       -*         4$a— 459 
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Zefiers  rf Marque^  the  manner  of  procuring  thenty  an^ 

the  regulation  to  bc'oblerved  thefeon  ^V^'^^^l 

J^ighiermem  (Game),  the  manner  ia  which  their  deprcf&a^ 

tioRS  are  carried  on  -  *-  7O9  4 

Plunder  their  own  barges  -  •  74 

Ugbtermem  ( Joui'neymen)  about  1 500,  and  their  appica- 

tices  employed  on  the  River  -  -  x8j 

Five  huudred  of  them  fuppofed  to  be  delinqueots       184 
Their  means  of  plunder  greatly  diminiflied  by 
•    the  new  River  Police  •  -  a 3a 

Lighters*     Sec  Craft. 
l^ht-^nrfeiien,     Sec^  Nipbt- Plunder^!, 

JLigbt'boufes — regulated  oy  the  Trinity  Corporation         •         3^7 
The  rates  pavable  to  them  by  fliips  paifing  the 
.different  Iight-houfeSi  as  well  as  to  floating 
lights  r       '        .  -  357,  358 

JJuc^managers  in  the  Southern  Whale-fifiiery,  exempted 

from  being  impreflcd  -  -  jra 

Liver fod — Depredations   oa  the  Weil  India  Merchants  ' 

there  -  -  246 ». 

Lmulcm  {Citj  £f)^  Trade  of,  greatly  increafed  from  1790 

to  1796  -  .  ao 

A  geueral  view  of  its  nature  and  extent  (Tabic) 

p.  22.  and  recapitulation  -  .  23 

X«9^«       (Corporation  qP J  Statement  of  their  rights,  as 
Confervators  of  the  River  Thames,  and  the 
inftances  (comparatively  few)  in  which  they 
have  been  exercifed,  clafled  under  i'6  differ- 
ent heads  311  w.  312—316,  329—332, 
(And  fee  Confervanc^  ;  Tbamis.) 
An  account  of  their  jurifdi^lioa  on  the  Rtver 
.'    ^<cy?«u>tf^^/ of  London-bridge,  and  of  the  fc- 
veral  flatutes  by  which  it  is  created  and  pro- 
tcAerf              -  .  -  -  499 
An  account  of  the  new  duties  impofed  on  them 
-    by  the  Wet  Dock  Aft            -            -          3  f8^326 
The  rates  made  payable  to  them  under  that  A61  324 
Receive  iSt3$ol.  per  ann.  from  the  Coal  and 
Corn  Meters  places>  and  t|)e  package*  fcavage 
and  balliage  duties            •            -             459,  460  n, 
.Probable  amount  of  the  Tolls  payable  to  the 

Corporation  for  the  Weft  ward  Navigation  494,  5 

Lwdm  (Major  of)y  his  powers  relative  to  the  Police  of  the 

Thames  -  -  287,  8.  301, 2 

Eftabiifhed  by  two  very  ancient  ftatutcs  yet  in 
*  force  (See  Ccn/crvancy,)  -  307  Hf  j!. 

Lmgopron-men^  vide  Scuffle-hunters. 
Lumpers  and  Mailer  Lumpers — thiir  three  clafufs  and 

numbers  ( 1400)  -  -         *  I79»l8b 

^  .    Prop^rtioa  of  delinquentSj  atleaA  1200  180 

Lumper. 
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Lumfers    Contrafted  view  of  the  prefent  and  former  me- 
thod of  employing  the^n  -  All— -214 
Mailer  Lumpers ;  number  employed  ii\  varw- 
bus  trades,  and  propoOJ  Cor  Ijipeotinfi;  them'   S77  &  «• 

» 

Man^  Ifk  of,  vide  Guernfcy. 

ifdnfftft  Ad — Abridged  Digeft  of  *  5  399—402 

Marine  Pdke  Office  vide  River  Police. 

f4.^rine  Society^  incorporated  by  12  Geo.  III.  c.  (^y.  ^39 

Apprentices   bound  by  this  Society,   ej^empt 

fi'om  being  imprcded  ftfU  x8  years  old  530 

Mutiners^     See  vSeamen. 
Mates  of  Ships,  many  of  them  engaged  in,  and  comifvtt        ' 

at  pillage         -         *    -  -  '        58,  99.  165  s.  166 

The  number  of  fuch  delinquents,  eiltmated  at 

500  -  •         163 — 166;  198 

JiSn^i-— Their  wages  fiiould  be  advanced  •  and  regulated 

by  Law  •  .  164  n^ 

MaUi     (Of  American  Ships)  as  corrupt  as  the  Britifh  120 

Mfditerranean  Trade,  vide  Turkey.     ^ 
Merchant^  Seamen's  Charity,  for  failors  wAynded,  dif- 

abled,  dec,   in  the  Merchants'  feivice,  iirft 

founded  by  20  Geo.  II.  c.  2H.  ^     518,  519,  520 

Mooring'clHiins  in  the  River  292,  298  «.  462,  3  ;  466,  7 

MuJlarij-t^A  clafs  of  River  depredators  '•  58,  23A 

Their  number  about  800  •  •  184 

N.      ' 

Jfavi^atim  A)^5 ;  a  general  view  of  their  Spirit  and  FriQ- 

pipl?  -  -      .  n  53^^538 

JIavigable  River j^  oWsuces  in  *  -  530 — 532 

}lig&i  Plunderers^  the  nature  of  their  depredations  ex- 

,       plained  -  •       •  -    ,        52— -6x 

Confill  chiefly  of  watermen  comieded  with  re- 
ceivers .  -  '       •  52 
Their  mode  of  conveying  away  plunder                S3'~"S^ 
This  clafs  of  delinquents  much  Increafcd          -  57 
The  clafs  denominated  Light  horfemen,  Com- 

pofed  of  gangs  of  receivers,  coopers,  &c.  58 — 61,  233 
Their  number  formerly  about  200;  but  now 
decreafed  -v  • 
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Oil^  inftance  of  an  imnnenfe  quantity  plundered  from  one 

cargo  -        .  ,  *         ?2 

Out'ports  of  Great  Britain,  vide  Coafting  Trade 
Onmers  of  Ships,  5cc,  Sec  Ship-Owncr».     • 

Package 


t  »• 


I  N   D   E  x; 

Page 

Paciagf  Duty  in  London  -  -  33«-*-46o,  «• 

i*ir/^r.  The  vaft  quantity  ftolen  from  Turkey  Ihips         1*4.5.  «• 
feterboais^  194  in  ufe  on  the  River  *  -  14 

fiUts  and  Piiotage  ;  Pilots  down  the  River  Thanscs  and 
Med  way  to  be  appointed*  Ind  be  uufder  the 
concroul  of  the  Trinity  Corpoi-ation  .  343****34^ 

Pilots  up  the  River,  how  regulated,  and  the 
rate*  •  •  5J4 

plunder^  See  Jh^ejatms 
fciand^  Trade  to  and  from,  .dcpredationi  on»  efiimated 

at  ^,000].  a  year  -  -  i3i-» 

PgUc€  of  the  River  Th^me^*  See  Riwr  PcUct :  Tiamgj 
/^or/^^^  Duty  In  London  -  -  33a 

f^ortumd  (Duke  of)  The  countenance  and  prote^on  a& 
forded  by  his  Grace  to  the  River  Police  of 
..  eflential  iervice  -  .  sa; 

Poriu^al  TrzdCf  Depredations  ooi  efliwated  at  8|00qI. 

.per  annuon      ..  .  »  iaj-6 

Prizc^Monej  of  Sniiors^  See  Crimfu 
Pri%e  VeiTds,  the  depiedacions  committed  on  thena  con- 
nived at  by  the  Mafter  and  Reivenue  CM- 
cers  -  .  •  -  148 

Plunder  in  tbefe  velTels  carried  00  to  an  enor. 
mou»  extent  j  in  foooe  infiances  to  one  iifth 
pact  -  *  ,  .  149 

The  prohibition  againfl  it,  by  flatute  33  ,Gco. 

JIl.  c.  66  -  .  •  509 

PruJ^  Trade,  to  and  from,  depredations  00,  elHmatvd  at 

lOjOOol.  a  yc^r  -  '-  131-1 

PMic  Stores  in  the  Rivei-s  Thames  and  Medway ;  the 
pillage  Qx\j  ipuch  checked  by  the  River  Po 
lice  -  -    '  *  i^r 

Namators  of  vi^ualling  hoy^^  tranfports,  &c« 

afi%  in  plundering  *  ip.  250,  n^ 

The  laws  relating  to  the  embezzlement  of  them 
very  degcient  ^  -  249,  n. 

Punts,  Sed  Craft 

^arantine^  Abridged  digeft  of  flatutes,  regulating  the 

manner  and  time  of  performing  *       -  539*^54^ 

^flyj  and  Landing  Places  in  the  Port  or  London,  A 

lift  of  -  •  •  2p,  5a 

The  legal  qua}'s  firfl  efUblilbed  ia  1(58  •        t^i 

R 

Ratcatchers  affift  fn  the  plunder  of  (hips  and  cargoes     -  69 

Convey  rats  into  fiiips,  in  ordtf  to  have  oppof 
tunities  to  plunder  •  •  ik 
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JJrrt/wrx  (Criminal)  The  chief  tnftfumenta  towecck-lhff    v- 

difpofel  of  ftolcn  goods  -  5P — 54,  6.  68 

Introduced  into  Americaaihil^S  through  t|^ 
.    medium  of  game  Revenue  Cfficers        •  izt 

Of  commercial  and  public  property  plundered 
in  the  River ;  the»r  rarious  dafles  andde- 
vicesdetaiJed  -  -  -         1 90*— 197 

General  review  of  the  number^,  eftiitiated  at 

;.  SS^  -  -  -    '  *•  '97 

Avarice,  the  great  caufe  oi  Aeir  crimes  -    -      i^ 

•'  The  opulent  clafa  the  moft  dangerous  •  19a 

Carry  on  fugar  refineries  with  ftolcn  fugar      -.  ib. 

Thofeof  an  inferior  ciaft  conoeded  with  fmall 

grocers  and  fmugglers       '       •  -     ;'  19$ 

Thofe  called  Cs^w/rxr,  connoted  with  Revenue 

Officers  -  -  .  195 

Keepers  of  old  iron.  Sec.  ihopa  purchafe  cor- 
dage, &c.  plundered  from  veffiris  .    -  ib. 

Keepers  of; chandler  ihdps  conoe^ed  with  la» 

i>ourers  on  board  A^ips,  &e,  '     -  '  194 

PuUkans  give  credit  to  Lumpers,  and  receive  ^ 

payment  by  iloleii  goods  and  permitting 
their  houib  to  be  a  rendezvous  for  journey* 
men  coopers  -  :  -  -  ii» 

In  fmall  manufa<^orIes,of  tmine  and  rope^  coq« 

ne^ed  with  labourers  in  Rullla  ihips,  &c.  294 

Ftmak  Recavtrs  who  plunder  ieamen  of  their 
wagesj  and  then  indigate  them  to  ads  of  pil. 
lage.     .     -  •  -  -  194,5 

Covetous  Receivers  -  •  *9S 

Cgrtlefs  Rrcciverj^  The  great  number  of  this 
cla^  between  London  Bridge  and  Greet)- 
wirh  -  •  -  .  IQ5 

Receivers  of  naval  and  viduaUing  (hires         -  ib. 

Jew  receivers  and  keepers  of  fingJe  horfe  carts 
much  increafed  of  late  -    ,       -        -^  196 

Rfvfniff ;  Imports  and  exports  of  London  in  the  year  1 700 

and  1750  .       '     .    •  .  18 

Imports  and  exports  for  eve^'  tenth  year,  frqm 
I ;  10  to  1 790,  and  lor  every  year  from  1 791 
to  1798*  inclufive  '         (Table)  ^  19 

Table  and  recapitujatioi)  of  the  annual  vajkie 
of  imports  and  exports  -  -    *        22 »  3 

£xports  and  imports  of  all  the  out-ports  of 

fingland  from  1793  to  1798    ,  -  w  20 

Cuftomsof  the  rort  of  London,  and  of  all 
£nglaod,  inwards  and  outwards,  from  171,5 
to  1799  -  -  -  35 

Imports  and  Exports  to  and  from  London,  oalj 
to  Sp^in,  France,  Flanders  and  Hollar.d»/or 
^eyear  ending  Januai;^  ;,  1798     *        -  73*. 
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Xcvitue.  Dtftits  ^id  by  MnAMMn  of  C^ts  in  the  me^ 

tropolis  -  -    •  X43  «• 

A  farrtig  of  je,oooi.  anrmallf  on  the  Weft 
India  prodvec  akifle,  to  the  Revenue,  by  the 
e(bbliihi;E\ent  of  the  River  Police  aji 

Tonnage  dutks  payable  to  the  Crotirn'by  every 
Ship  (for  14  years,  undrr  the  Wet  Dock  A6t) 
entering  the  Rl^er  t^hamet  «  ^93*-$ 

,  Application  of  the  Dutiet  -»-  .»  J96, 7 

JU^fenue  Lmvj.  See  CuOoms. 

HtveHue  Officers  (inferior)  conHtve  at  pillage  -  58 

A  general  view  of  their  numbers,  and  the  pro- 

•  portion  empl«Hprd  in  the  pillage  of  ftips  169-^178 
Their  various  cJalTes  -  -  lyi— 175 
The  numbor  of  each  ck^  -  -  i75>  ^ 
Said  to  receive -frequently,  from  3010  50I.  a, 

-  piece,  from  the  plunder  of  one  fhip  -  \'j% 

About  1200  in  all  .  .  177 

Proportion  of  delinqoents  eftimated  at  700  178 

Their  emoluments  pitich  decreafed  by  the  efta- 

btfthmcnt  of  tfte  Rtver  Police  -  -  177 

Their  anger  at  that  fvftem  -  -  226 

Of  the  propriety  of  increafing  their  falaries* 

and  abolilhing  all  fees  -  -        ,  177,  406 

Penalties  on  bribing  them,  or  obftrudlfng  them 

-  '        •  404, 405—410,  &c» 

Hitjev  Pirat€s^  The  nature  of  their  depredations  explain*- 

«d  -  -  -  -  50,  J2 

Greatly  aided  by  receivers  of  old  iron  and  junk  ^o 

Generally  armed  "and  equipped  in  boats  '-  ib. 

Their  great  audacity  -  -  -  51 

Thetr  number  at  prefent  diminiflied,  from  be- 
ing probably  about  100  -  .-  189 
River  Police  eflentially  reqofftte  to  proteA  the  property  in 

(bips  and  veflcls  .  -  22,  V-S,  50,  155 

The  authorities  under  which  it  is  at  prefent 

conduAed  -         (See  Thames)    '        287,  ft89 

No  guard  boats  on  the  river  previous  to  the 

adopting  the  new  (yftem  -  -  *  204 

The  methods  purfucd  on  rtic  firft  eft^b'lifhmeut 

of  th«  fvftem  -  20*4-^8,  253,  4t.  257 

The  unj^ftifiable  0]^poCtion  it  experienced         219,  22 J 
The  perfeverance  and  firmnefs  of  tfaofe  con- 
cerned in  carrying  it  into  execution     ^  225,  228,  2*34 
The  approbation  it  experienced  from  various 

Bodies  -  -  -  '  228,231 

A-  ftort  detail  of  its  beneficial  e^?efts,  in  ba- 

nHhing  and  deterring  delinquents         -  231,  23$ 

Its  ^m^late  eflWh  in  the  pn#tc6ition  of  Weil 

•  ladia  property,  cap.  V.  -    •         209,  «35 

J5/*^r 
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River  Pdice^^m  fhird  of  the  Weft  India  Atps  hotnnder *' :    <  • 

the  protection  of  the  fyftem  -  •  220 

But  the  launder  tii"tht&{>revested  colkuerelijr^^ 

and  often  diredly,  b^  die  Oficers  of  the 

Police  -  ♦  Jt5, 226,  «34 

Collateral  influenee  of  the  fyftem  in  guarding 

other  branches  of  trade,-  cap.  VL  -        13161  244 

The  national  advantages.to  be  derived  fmn  it» 

cap.  VII.  -  -  24J,  25a 

The  means  adopted  to  reoder  it  permanent   ' 

and  complete,  cap.  Vlil.  (See  River  Fdke 

BiU)  -  /•  -         *   ^Sl-^^ll 

The  want  of  the  application  of  the  Rfrer  Po- 
lice expofes  the  Docks  to  much  pillage,  as' 
well  at  Liverpool  as  at  London     262-*->26$,  &  n,  267 
Police  guards  can  be  fvurniflied  at  a  le6  expeilco^' 

than  any  other  -•  •  -  267 

River  Police  Bilh  !»  pbjea  -  -  258,  ^.  260,  i 

Its  propofed  provifions  expisined  under  twelve 
different  heads  -  -  275' — 281,  % 

River  Police  Ojfice^  A  progreffive  view  of  its  eftablifli- 

ment  -  -  -  ^59*— 163 

The  judfcial  depaitmem  •  -  i^p 

The  preventive  department  •  -  200 

Department  for  employing  Lumpers  -  201 

pepaitment  for  accounts  •  •  .  it>. 

Recapitulation  of  the  total  -number  and  ex- 
pence  of  Officers  -  aoi,  3.  and/e^  222,  v. 
of  the  whole  Civil  force  ♦  204 
InftruAions  to  their  various  Oflicers     •  Appcn*  No.  VL 
Rvhi  of  the  Port  of  London     -         Chap.  XVIL  p.  561,  andjlq. 
Rum  pillaged  in  great  quantities,  from  one  fourth  to  one> 

fifth  of  the  cargo  -  *  60,1 

Quantity  imported  into  Bngland  for  50  ream 
^aftpaft  -  •  '98.«.  ai5,«. 

Rujta  Ompar^y  When  firft  projected  and  chartered      •    •  ^ 

Ruffia  Trade^  Depredation^  are  eftimated  at  20,000!.-  per 

anaum  -  *  *     •         133,  ^ 

S 

Stdty  zoool.  worth  ik)len  in  179S  from  the  barges  on  the 

River  Severn  -  -  -  248, », 

^rirudr^f  duty  in  London  -  -  -         33^-.  46q,«w 

Swfiff^Hunters^  A  fpecies  of  depredators;    their  great     ' 

numUaer  and  iniqiiity  *  7^''^^7*z^% 

'   Their  number  about  500  -  <•  187 

Sfdtmen  in  Merchant  Ships,  Abridged  ^'geil  of  the  fbtiMes 

•fitfgaiatijag  their  hiring  ami  fei-rke        *      '^&9»^^^- 
Seamen,  Sec.  rioting  ^or  endangariag  the  £ilbty 
♦  of  the  fhfp,  how  to  be^punifhed    ..    -     ..  -'507—509 

SeameM 


Sumem  Their  puntihmeftt  on  abfcending  durbg  the 

time  of  preffififf  -  .  5*3"— 5*4 

Eftablifliments  for  their  relief  when  fick, 
wounded,  or  difabled  -  5 1  $--520.  $29 

Su^eftions  for  their  relief  agatnft  the  impofi- 
tioDt  of  O/ffip^  (See  Criittps)  jat,  &c. 

Stvtfn  (River)  Depredations  carried  on  to  an  immenfe 
amount  in  the  tronrs  aild  barges  aavigated 
there  .  •  -  i^6, 7,  «- 

Sbtptf  Veflels  and  craft  in  the  River  ThaiAcs,  m  the  fo- 
reign and  coatFing  tfatie;  a  proj^reffive  view 
of  their  number  and  tonnage  from  the  com* 
mrncement  of  the  18th  centur^r        -     8.  |0.  149  15 

Numbed  employed  in  the  coafting  ^rade  to  add 
from  every  port  -  -         (Table)     lOf  i  r 

Total  number  of  Brttifii  and  foreign  veflels* 
employed  in  foreign  and  coafting  trade  in  the 
port  of  London  -  (Table)  i; 

Number  of  fiiips  and  vefleb  arrived)  and  fta-^ 
tionary,  in  the  River  Thamet«  in  1797  and 
1 7981  aud  hoi»  emplo\'ed      (Table)     16,  17*  22,  2j 

Number  employed  in  the  port  of  London  in 

1798,  including  Eaft  India-men,  i860        •        16,  «r. 

Have  not  room  enough  in'  the  prefent  docks  to 
difcharge  their  cargoes  •  *  36 

X, 1 00  in  the  River,  at  one  time,  aU  the  year 
round  *  -  -  '  28 

13,444  foreign  and  coafting  traders  enter  the 
port  every  year  -  -  ib« 

Often  hindered  in  their  difcharge  by  the  crowd, 
ed  ftate  of  the  Quays  -  -  2^ 

Number  and  value  of  cargoes  expofed  to  plun« 

der  in  fliips,  Sec.  and  on  the  wharfs,  &c.   -  187 

Burning  or  defiroying  ikip^  the  laws  againfi    507 — 509 
S^p  (Mqfiers)  of  Weil  India  mips,  their  certificate  ap- 
proving of  the  River  Police  -  228,-  a.* 
Ship  fOouffA'j)— general  view  of  the  deprediations  com* 

mitted  on  them  •  .,  83988 

Eftimated  at  45,000!.  per  ami*  .  8$ 

llieir  liability  for  lofles»  embezzlementSi  &c. 
Dnder  the  exifting  Laws  -  j^j.^j.j8 

Skops.   See  Craft. 
SmAggUng^  prevailed  ever  fince  the  Revenues  were  col- 

IcAed  -  -  -  i^  c 

^/onr^^Depredations  oii  the  trade  with,  eftimated  at 

I  o,oool.  annually  *  •  ^23—1 2^ 

Staves  and  timber  ftolen  on  the  River  •  7^ 

5i^'tf«rc  Wharfs,  fome  relief  affi»rded  to  trade  by  this 

edabltftiment  «  •  »  31 

A  Table  of  -  •  -  j» 


1   N    D    E    X- 

"Sugar  Colo^iips,  (Ste  Weft  India  Trade) 

When  fii-ft  cftabliflicd  -  *  7 

Re\reDUe  ariting  therefrom,  for  the  year  1 798, 

>^,o^o,o6ol.                .-                 -                 -  i^- 
10  or  15  tons  of  fugar  plundered  from.one  (Iiip 

.  in  thecourfe  of  delivery                •             -  59 

The  immcnfe  quantity  plundered  in  1797  63 — 64. 
The  valoe  of  this  article  floien  from  the.  ware- 

.    houfeis  yearly,  70,000!.           .     -                -  78 

Vail  quantities  fold  by  thcjourneymen  coopers  79 

Regulations  concerning  this  article                -  8oi  »• 
Quantity  of  fuganr.  imported  into  London  for 

near  50  year's^  from  1750  -  98,ff.235',  »• 

Into  all  parts 'of  England                -            .  98 
Sftgar*Hoit/es  Near  the  water-fide,  wholly  fupplied  by  the 

founder  from  fliifis            .                  -  60 

ndia)  Plunder  on  99 
Swei/en.  Trade,  with  depredations  on,  eidlmated  at  3>oooI. 

per  annum               ^               «>               ;.  132 

ytfciZf-floi^,  Porters  regulated  by  the  City  -  327 

Tea  plundered  from  Eait  India  fliips  .  -  95 

Thames  ( River )  General  Ihtement  of  the  authorities  ex- 
^rciiiug  jurifdi^ion  there,  viz.    The  Kirtg^ 
The  Corporation  of  London  ;   The  Trinity^Hou/e; 
The  Weft  India  Dock   Company  \  Juftiecs  &f 
Peace  -  -  .  286—289 

For  the  detail  of  the  powers  of  each,  See  the 
feveral  titles 
>  _  -    A  detail  of  the  ftatutes  'regulating  the  naviga- 
tion of  it  iv^Jhiivird  of  London  Bridge         476 — 488 
-The  neglecl  of  that  part  of  the  navigation, 

weflward,  within  the  Cityjurifdi^ion  494 — 499 

The  expence  of  cleaning  it  -  312.316 

Ticket f porters.  About  1500  of  them  -  .327  1 

Tdt'^Boatsj  Not  allowed  to  carry  more  than  40  pafTen- 

«rs  -  -  •  432 

Timber  rafteq  on  the  River,  takes  up  a  gfeat  deal  of  room 

in  the  port  -  -  -  27 

Great  depredations  committed  on  this  article      117.  130 
Tokacco,  firft  imp>rted  from  Virginia  by  Sir   Walter  / 

Raleigh,  in  1584  -  -  -  5—7 

Yielded  a  revenue  for  the  year    1798,    of 

848,4931.  -  '     -  -  /^. 

.Qreat  quantities  pillaged  from  American  fhips  1 19 

Conveyed  on  ihore  in  Officers  boxes  -  i6. 

Frequently  landed  in  fecluded  parts  of  the  Ri. 

vcr  after  it  has  been  (hipped  for  exportation  12  r 

';      »         4  .  b  Tmtfi'ge 


INDEX. 

Paf» 

Tonnage  (Average)  of  (bips,  trading  b«}^iid  fcts,  in  170^, 

1750,  and  1794  -  •  •  8 

Of  coaftersin  1750  to  1795  -  -  i^« 

Of  fliips  belonging  to  the  port  of  London  in 

1732  to  1792  .  -  ♦•  9 

Annual  amount  of  tonnage  in  the  port  i^ljui* 

don  -  .  •  -  -  23 

Annual  amount  of  tonnage  in  the  whole  River 

Thanjes  ...        499.  &  fee  497^  8 

(For  the  progrei&ve  increafe  of  d)e  tonnage  of 

vcflcl?,  fee  Ships) 
Tamtuige^Dufies  propofed  to  be  paid  by  (hips  for  railing  % 

public  hind  -  -  -  269—271 

Trinity  Houfe  Corporation — their  powers  relatireto  the  Po^ 

lice  of  the  River  Thames  -  «87 

Firft  founded  in  1515,  by  Sir  Henry  Spert  336 

Firft  chartered  4  Hen.  VlII.  anti  recognized 

8£liz.  c.  13.  •  •  i^. 

Authorized  to  ereA  Beacons,  &c,  «  337 

Penalty  on  taking  them  down  •  -  338 

Authorized  to  licence  Seamen,  &c.  to  row  their 

own  Wherries  -  -  338 

Their  charter  confirmed  by  Jac.  II.  ••  t^. 

Their  privileges  -  -  -      '  339 

Abflrad  of  the  Bye  Laws  made  by  them  under 
;  the  authority  of  this  Charter  -         339—345 

Their  right  to  appoint  Pilot?,  confirmed  by 

5  Geo.  II.  c,  20.  •  •  343 
This  A6t  digcftcd  and  abridged  -  344*^34^ 
Their  ri^t  a&  to  Balladage,  eftablifhed  by 

6  Geo.  II.  c  .29.  -  -  347—350 
Further  protefted  by  iq  Geo.  II.  c.  31,  and 

32  Geo.  II.  c.  16  -  -       '         3S^**^S4 

Their  power  to  licence  and  regulate  Bum.boats  355,  "6 
Their  powers  under  the  Wet  Dock  Ad  319,  356,  7, 371 
As  to  Light.houfes  -  -*  3579  &c. 

A  general  view  of  their  Powers,  under  modem 

A6b  of  Parliament  -  '    -  359 

7 why  (and   Mediterranean)  Trade,  depredations  on, 

eftimatedaat  7/>ool.  a-year         •  •  X22, 3 

U. 

Undertakers.     Set  Coals  and  Coal  Trade. 

» 

W. 

Jf^mrebmfes^  inadecjuate  for  the  accommodation  of  mtf. 

chandize  -  -  *^  33 

Thofe  at  the  legal  Quays,    fiiffcc  ibr  onl)r 

3I1OO0  hogiheads  of  fugar  •  ih. 

Thoft 


X  S    D    IT   X. 

WwrAwfcsi  Tbofe st  the  Saftnnoe  IVharfs  fer  6o,oao, 

more  but  generally  otherwiie  employed  •         33 

Nature  and  reaicMi  of  tbe^plnnder  ia  them  76,  80 

.   Manocr^ftf  ftealing  fosar  ^om  them  -  77 

Regulations  made  by  the  Weft  India  Merchants 

tojprf^nentthe  piuoder     .     •  •         77 ».  80 1^* 

Number  ef  labourers  employed  in  the  Ware- 
houfes  about  1 000,  of  whom  500  are  dtflia** 
queiit»  4        '        -  -     :  188 

WiUchmen  in  ^hipt,  ice.  of  very  little  fenrice  m  proteAmg 

the  cargoes^  -  -  1859262,5 

Their  number  1000;   of  whom  it  is  feared 

300  at-  leafl  are  employed  in  depredations  187 

The  former  and  prefen^  fyflem  refpeding  thenf  21  j,  216 
As  alfo  refpe^^ing  thofe  in  lighters  and  on  the 
Qims  -  -  2x7 — 219 

JKOfr-Bailif  (Deputy)  an  0(Rcer  of  the  City,  his  duty 

in  preventing  nuifances  in  the  River,  &c.       30 1,  305 
if^Mtirmettf  greatly  alfift  in  removing  die  plunder  on  the 

River  -  .      -  47,  66,  77 

About  9CX3  employed  in  lading  or  difcharging 
Ships,  of  whom  500  at  leaft  are  fufpicious 
cfaara^ers  -  .  -  182 

About  I2,ooo  of  them,  all  of  whom  are  under 

the  coAtrouk  of  the  Corporation  of  London  ■  328 

Laws  regulating  them  -  .         419*^43^ 

Their  apprentices  regulated  by  various  ftatutes  419 — 431 
Rules  for  their  general  condu^  .  434t  S 

Under  no  regulation  at  prefent,  owing  to  the 
eircumftance  of  the  lait  A^  palled » not  hav* 
ing  been  yet  enforced  by  the  Corporation  of 
London  •  .  .     .  43^ 

i*  ■■     ■      (Cuftom-houfe)  generally  bad  chara^rs,  and 

conne<5ted  with  game  officers  •  174 

Their  mode  of  plunder  -  '    -  175 

Their  number  (82)  -  •  -  176 

Their  lodes  by  diminution  of  feizures,  from  3  jL 

to  40I  per  annum  -  .  177,232 

JVatenttcn*s  Company y  firft  founded  in  1556,  their  ConftU 
*  tutioH  -  -  1411, 

Their  Rules  -  -  434,  5 

Uyi  India  Ships  difcharge  their  cargoes  into  Lighters  %t^ 

£flimateof  the  expenco  01  difcharging  them 
under  the  former  fyftem,  and  under  the  Wet 
Dock  Aa  -  .  -  381,  a 

Wtft  India  Doc K^ Company,  their  powers  as  to  hiaking 

Wet  Docksv  £ec.  for  accommedoiing  the  WcK 
India  Trade.  Chap.  xiii.  -  362 — 384 

The  iraces  <)nd  duties  payable  to  them  376 — 378 

Probable  aaiount  of  thofe  duties  -  3^80, 381 


INDEX. 

ire/i  India  Ms  KCH  A  NTS— their  rcpmt  on  the  beotfit  of 

.  the  new  aiodeof  Lumping  -        azo,  %zi  n. 

Their  refolution«  recoannendine  the  dlicharge 
-  of  Wed  India  Ships,  under  the  concroul  of 
.  the  River  Police  •  -  223940. 

Their  approbation  of  t!ie  River  IV>lice  Inftitu- 

tion  ^  4  .  •  ^        236 II.  231  «• 

Weft  India  Trade.  (See  Sngar.) 

The  depredations  on,  dated  and  explained  97,  115 

Thefe  depredations  eftimated  at  feven  noillions 
.    derling,  during  the  i8th  century  -        97*  zoo 

Proceedings  of  the  Weft  India  Hferchants  to 

redratn  this  plunder  -  •  100,  zo6 

Why  incffeaual  -  -  -  107,  8 

The  plunder  committed  on  this  Trade  at  pre- 
fent,  efliniated  at  150,0001.  a-year  to  the 
Proprietors,  and  50.000L  to  the  Revenue  iM. 

A  general  view  and  recapitulation  of  this  plun- 
der in  all  its  branches  -^  -  108— 'XX ; 
Laws  for  jprevcntUig  the  defertion  of  Seamen 

in  this  Trade  -  -  '  505,  6 

H-^ct  Dock  A^^  its  powers  and  contents  detailed  as  refpefls 
the  Mooring-chains ;  and  the  tonnage  duties 
.  to  be  paid  to  the  Crown  -  291—297 

The  powers  given  to  the  Corporation  of  Lon- 
don -  •  -      ,       318 — 3a6 
To  the  Weft  India  Dock  Company    362 — 384 
Penalties  impofed  by  this  A6t  relativb  to  irarious 

offences  -  -  466—4,75 

Wa  DcciSf  this  expedient  rcforted  to  in  order  to  check 

the  pillage  on  the  Weft  India  Trade  -^  108 

Their  eftabiiflinient  encreaies  the  necelHty  of  a 

River  Police  .  •  261—864 

Ifhnrfift^ersy  their  approbation  of  the  Piin  of  the  River 

Police  .  •  229  n. 

How  puoiftiable  for  aflifting  in  fmuggling  393 

The  Rules  to  be  obferved  by  them  in  the  Sale 

and  meafurinc;  of  Coals  «  4S^'~4S9 

Ifharfs — See  Quap ;  Sufferance  Wharfs. 

JFocrries-^Thvce  thoufand  employed  on  the  River  -  ia 

'        Their  tackle  frequently  llolen  during  the  night  86 

Laws  regulating  their  built  ->  43'*^ 

Not  to  cairy  more  than  ten  padengers         -  -  433 

« 

y. 

T'eomen  of  the  Water-fide — Officers  on  the  River  ap- 
pointed to  overlee  the  catching  and  feilihg  of  Fifti       Jo> 

FINIS. 
[Printed b}'  11,  BaldvAn Und Son,  New  Bridge  ftreetf  twdcif,} 


